DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 15, 1992

Dhaka Day by Day =

Being Res Rep in Laos

By Rahat Fahmada

*I| cannot beleve that a |
i woman holds a
position as high as an UNDFP
resident representative in
another countryl Are you se
rous?” exclaimed a person
who certainly does more than |
underestimate women (n
general. but he is totally
taken over by chauvinism. [t
is a fact! At last they have
made it! Ameerah is the firs
woman in Asia to hold such a
high post as this! Ameerah
Haq-Perera from Bangladesh
is the resident representative
of United Nation
Development Programme
(UNDP}) and resident co-or
dinator of the United
Naton's System s Operational
Activities for Development, in
Vientiane. Laos. She is also
the Secretary General's rep
resentative for all the devel

I

she says about her job and re-
sponsibilities. while talking
o The Daily Star’ she said as
a matter-of-fact, "It is an ex-
citing job.® She had to be
coaxed tactfully for more in:
formation. on not only her
job, but also the fssues that
she often faces and deals
with.

Ameerah wanted 10
be with the international de:
ve t work. and this
made her sign wup  through
the campus, while she was studying in New
York. She ultimately joined UNDP in 1976.
She said that many of us have a wrong
impression that it is difficult for women to deal
in positons. “People accept you as
“ fonal as you present yourselfl as a
professional.” She did not come across any
gender bias at three countries that she has
worked in. about the recruitment of
women in UN or UNDP she said, that at the
UN there has been a concerted effort to
provide opportunity for women in serious
position. UNDP is a technical programme and
they are themselves the administrators. They
are committed not only to increase women
empiloyees but also to promote them. But
definitely there is no compromise in standards
when compared to the men candidates.

Ameerah regretfully said that with all this
opportunity, women still find it difficult to
work for such international organisations,
more so if they are married. She is caught in
between her career and her family. In this re-
spect ‘status’, however it is approached and
whatever its constituents, is a crucial indicatoy
of the balance of r between women and
men. Husbands rarely want to make adjust-
ments of any sort. Although the significance
of position or status is a commonplace in, class
analysis and basic to a materialist interpreta-
ton of social phenomena, little systematic at-

' of change, or assume a level of u
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Ameerah: Promising and mnF&nL ,

Ameerah, a mother of two young children,
stre-ssed. that women cannot be treated as an
undifferentiated group. Women's biological
characteristics nt a ly ‘natural’
set of criteria around which social distinctions
are marked, but even these are culturally spe-
cific. Although ‘'women' as a category provides a
convenient catch-all term, 'women’' should be
subjected to analytical scrutiny. While recognis-
ing their dynamic and critical nature, one
should not jump to conclusions about

said

Ameerah. Each social situation reveals the spe-
cific historical ecircumstances in which
women's access to resources affects their rela-
tonships to one another, to men, and to their
children.

The composition of the household group
and the organisation of its functions have a di-
rect bearing on the degree of independence
which a woman may have, said the UNDP resi-
dent representative, in Laos. She also said,
within it she may enjoy considerable authority
in the allocation of resources. Sadly enough the
ideology of male super ordination prevails and
each conjugal household is accorded autonomy
under its male head.

Ameerah Haq-Perera sald in her concluding
remark. "I hepe people will sat grow this

mentality, that women are the only ones who

tention has been directed to this factor in the

analysis of women's position.

A similar set of conceptual issues must be
focus for analysis. As

faced with ‘'women’ as a

Govt college
lecturers

postpone
gherao programme

Bangladesh Government
College Lecturers Samity has
announced the postponcment
of token gherao on January 19
and continues gherao and
strike from February 10, ac-
cording to a samity press re-
lease in Dhaka Tuesday, re-
ports BSS,

The decision for the post-
ponement was taken by the
Samity following satisfactory
discussion of leaders of the
Samity with Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar on
12-point demand.

During the discussion,
President of the Samity Kamal
Ataur Rahman, Vice-President
Momtaz Begum. Secretary
GCeneral Omar Faruq, Treasurer
Mahbub Jalal, Joint Secretary
General Fazilutunnesa, Orga-
nising Secretary Mohiuddin
Ahmed and Publicity Secretary
“{srat Ara Begum were present.

Ramkrishna
Mission opens
X-ray unit
today

Ramkrishna Mission in
Dhaka will open an X-ray unit
at its medical today (Wednes-
day) as part of its varfous
welfare activities, a press
release said Tuesday, reports
BSS,

Foreign Minister Mostafizur
Rahman will inaugurate the X-

unit at 4-30 pm on the day

Health and Family Wel-

fare Minister Chowdhury Ka-

mal fbne Yusuf will be present

on the occasion as the guest of
honour.

Awmﬁ League MP
hospitalised
League leader

Advocate Asaduzzaman, MP,
;hm hospitalised, reports

He was admitted to PG

Hospital and his cabin number
is 242. - -

A number.of MPs including
opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim on Monday
visited the ailling Awami League
leader and enquired about his
treatment.

should adjust or give up. The understanding
and adjustments IhouHL mutual. As for me |
will be in Laos for another two-three
And | get to see my hisband only about a
year. He stays in USA "

Is.

Medical university
to be set up soon

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yousul Tuesday an-
nounced that the government
would soon set up a Medical
university in the country, re-
ports UNB.

He was inaugurating the 3rd
national conference and
Ibrahim Memorial Lecture of
the Association of Physictans of

| Bangladesh (APB) at a local ho-

tel in the morning.

Chaired by APB President

Prof Muniruddin Ahmed, it
was also addressed by Health
Secretary M Mokammel| Hugq,
National Professor Dr Nurul
Islam, Prof SGM Chowdhury
and APHB General Secretary
Prof Dr Tofgel Ahmed.
" A message of the Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was read out at the function.
She was to inaugurate the
conference but could not at-
tend due to her sickness.

In her message, the Prime
Minister said a new health and
medicine policy will be formu-
lated soon in consultation with
all concerned.

She sald the government
has allocated huge amount in
the health sector in the cur-
rent fiscal year despite re-
source constraints and urged
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the doctors to render better
services to the afling masses.

Inaugurating the confer-
ence, the Health Minister said
the proposed medical untver-
sity will meet the demands of
the medical professionals.

Yousuf urged the doctors to
help the government in its ef-
forts to achieve health fer all
by the year 2000.

Referring to various de-
mands of the doctors the
Health Minister said an advi-
sory council will be formed to
look into their grievances.

Health Secretary Muka-
mmel Huq urged the physi-
cians to make maximum utili-
sation of the available funds
adding that budgetary alloca-
tions in health sector would be

increased gradually,

A contingency plan will
soon be formulated to find out
ways to remove anomalies in
medical profession, he said
and urged the doctors to su-

pervise and administer the
hospitals effectively.

Later, the Health Minister ’

presented the [brahim Me-
morial Gold Medal to Prof
Matiur Rahman for his out-
standing contribution in the
field of medicine.
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By Staff Correspondent

A moderate cold wave will start swee the country from
tonight (Wednesday). says a Met office nml.

Weather is likely to remain dry over the country

during the

next 36 hours commencing 6 pm Tuesday, Meteo-rological

office forecast.

Night temperature may fall by 1-2 degree Celsius du
the period. Khulna experienced the lowest temperature of

10.3 degree Celsius Tuesday.

Temperature and humlﬂlty recorded at important cities

and towns on Tuesday were:

. Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
Degree Celsius percentage
Max Min Pam 6 pm
Dhaka 21.2 12.0 100 73
Chittagong 24.3 15.3 97 79
Khulna 22.6 10.3 91 77
Rajshahi - 128 91 -
Dinajpur 22.5 11.2 B4 83
Rangpur 21.6 13.0 84 80
Srimangal 256.2 14.3 89 83
Cox’s Bazar 24.5 16.8 89 77
hﬁﬂ]‘ 22.2 12.6 89 B85
Bhola 22.8 13.5 100 96

L
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CnrruEion charges
256 officials,

employees
convicted

A wtal of 256 government
officials /employees were con

Metropolitan

April '91 cyclone made
3,998 children orphaned

A total of 3,998 children

victed on corruption charges | became orphans following the

in 752 cascs instituted during
the period of the past govern-
ment, Local Government, Rural

Development and tives
Minister A Salam Talukder

told the Jatiya Sangsad
Tuesday, reports BSS.
Answering a question from
A Matin Khasru (AL-Comilla).
the minister said 23 govern-
ment officials/employees
agninst 142 cases were con-
victed under Lhe #ov-
ernment. He said 78 cascs

were p.n:nl There ii.:;
:-:'ru official /employec.
Asia Society
President
arrives Friday

The President Emeritus of
Asia Society in the United
States, Phillips Tabot, arrives
in Dhaka Friday on a 4-day

goodwill visit to Bangladesh.
reports

UNB.
Officials said dur-
ing the tour, the former
Assistant Secretary of State

(Near East and South Asia)
would call on Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman.

He is also ltkely to meet
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman and Planning Minister
Zahtruddin Khan.

Asia Society, a prestigious
organisation, contributes to
developing bilateral relations
between US and the Asian
nations through seminars,
publications and research

work.

World dignisaries feel
honoured in lecturing at its
functions.

13.2 pc
illiterate :
JS told

The rate of illiteracy in the
country is 75.2 per ecent, ac-
cord to the 1991 census,
said State Minister for
Education in Parliament

Tuesday, reports UNB.

the
House in reply to a guestion
from Shakhawat Hossain Bukul
of the same bench. ,

told
Khan of Awami
that the government
had introduced compulsory
education and coordi-

girl students
upto class VIII had been ex-
empted from school fees in ru-
ral areas for increasing the
percentage of female educa-
tion.

Constable
stabbed

Constable Saifur Rahman

(29) of 7th Police Battalion was
stabbed by hijackers at
Dhanmondi late Monday night,
hospital sources said, reports

Saifur, a sentry at the resi-
dence of Judge Habibur
Rahman, was stabbed twice on
his right waist near the house
when he challenged the hi-
Jackers at about 11 pm.

One crushed under
wheels of train

An unknown youngman
aged about 20 was crushed un-
der the wheels of a train at
Kamalapur Tuesday afternoon,
hospital sources said, reports

Il'l Wednesday
5.00 Opening lnr;uunuﬂtnt
Al-Quran
Programme
5.10 News in
5.20 Recitation from the
Geeta. *

5.30° Tarunya.

6.00 Sports A

6.30 mm:
Mass education
programme.

7.06 Programme of new
artistes.

8.00 News in Bangla.

8.30 . Nritter tale tale : Dance
programme.

9.00 Film : MacGyver

10.00 News in English.
10.256 Parliament round up.
10.35 Balun dekhi.

11.30 Khabar/The News.

11,40 Thursday's programme
Sumnary.
11.45 Closing

|

|

cyclone and tidal bores of April
29, 1991, Social Wellare
Minister Tariqul islam told the

Jattya Sangsad Tuesday, re-
ports BSS

Mm. a question from
Kazi Abdur Rashid [AL-

Gopalganj). the Minister said
the government is making

necessary ment to re
habilitate all these who have

none to look after them
The ns were shifted
to 29 temporary centres for

Subsequently many of them
were handed over (o their
relatives

The minister said at pre-
sent there were 37 govern
merni orphanage having houses
of their own

Answering a question from
Mashiur Rahman (Jhenaidah-
BNP) the minister said the or-

phanage in Jhenaidah was in a
rented house

The minister sald there
were seven vagrant homes for
the rehabilitation of vagabonds

e i e —

no plan for rehabtlitation of
beggars. he said

Answering a question from
Begum Farida Rahman (women
scal- |10 BNP) the minister said
beggars. of the Dhaka city are
being produced before magis
trates as per Bengal Vagrancy
Act, 1943 Later. they are
shifted 1o vagrant homes
which are one each ai Godnail
(Narayangan)). Kashimpur
(Gazipur]|. Puball [Gazipur).
Hetila (Munshiganj). Dhala
(Mymensingh). Mirpur (Dhaka)
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wHy CIVIC Is

E_Lmnthu. he said.  The government. however. has and Kanabarn (Gazipur)
“ﬁ‘;fig‘“a‘ 1,055 illegal power lines

Dr fukhar Ahmed. a senior

{ official of the Internatipnal

Labour Organisation (ILO)
Headquarters, Technology and
Employment Branch., Geneva,
Switzerland arrived in Dhaka
Tuesday on a ten-day technical
monitoring mission, a press
release said. reports BSS
During his stay here, Dr
Ahmed will meet Social Wel-
fare and Women's Affairs Mi-
nister Tariqul Islam and State
Minister for Soctal Welfare and

snapped : 20 arrested

Four mobile courts of Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA) Tucesday snapped
1,065 tllegal power Hnes and
arrested 20 persons for ille

gally using power at Mirpur
area in Dhaka. reports BSS

The courts also realised on
the spot Taka 22.010 as fines
irom the illlegal power users of

Government Market and adja
cent areas

687 cases were instituted
against the illegal power users

Desides. six mounds of
wires and 20 heaters were
scized and destroved on the
spot during the drive

Nearly 500 iliegal power
users left their houses and

Women's Affairs Sarwar! | Rupnagar lliousing Estate shops at the appearance of the
Rahuman Colony and Mirpur Shah Al mobile court personnel
h-

days '
Inday from 8 AM—10P M

—

DELL’s product development is founded on a commitment to develop high |
performance systems that respond to rapid changes in customer requirements.

notebooks to

towernng

DELL COMPUTER CORPORATION. which is among the fastest growing
companies in U.S.A.;, won 27 major awards worldwide in
Still more have been won in 1991, including 4 new PC Magazine Editors Choice |
awards. According to a recent J.D. Power and Associates survey, DELL is the
“Best Personal Computer in Customer Satisfaction.” DELL has also won PC

WEEK'’S Corporate Satisfaction Poll an un
an internationally recognized brand name.

DELL’s broad product line currently includes 18 systems housed in five chassis
from notable

award-winning computers arc based on 286/3865X/386/i486 processors with
speeds ranging from 12.5 MHz to 50 MHz

towers. These

high

lllll

DELL products through Beximco Computers in Bangladesh ensures a re

the best service and support in the industry.

BEXIMCO COMPUTERS LTD.

House # 9A Road # | 2 Dhanmondi R/A Dhaka-1205

Tomorrow's therkeg 1ockey,

Call us today and experience what it is like
to work with an award ‘winner !

Phone # : 8B61891-5 Fax # @ 88-02-863470

precedented 8 times and is today

at extremely competitive prices !
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Beximco Computers Ltd. is happy to announce its appointment as Authorized
International Distributor for DELL COMPUTER CORPORATION. U.S.A..in

Bangladesh.

1990 alone !

periormance

liable PC with
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