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NEWS BRIEFS

PM indisposed

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia became ’'slightly
indisposed’ on Tuesday.

All appointments of the
Prime Minister were cancelled
on the day and her appoint-
ments scheduled for today
(Wednesday) are also likely to
be curtafled. according to a

govelnment source.
Hearing of writ
petition

The hearing of the writ pe-
titjon challenging the Presi-
dential Election Act, 1991,
will be held on January 22 to
January 24 before a single-
judge bench comprising
Justice Anwarul Huq Chow-
dhury who is the third judge
after split judgement of the
High Court division bench,
reports BSS.

Hasina leaves for
Singapore today

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina leaves for

Singapore today to see her ail-

ing brother-in-law who will

undergo a brain operation on

Friday.. Prof Shafique Siddique,
the husband of Sheikh Rehana,
is under treatment at
Singapore National University
Hospital where he will be op-
erated upon, party sources
said, reports UNB.

Last date for
- surrender
The last date for surrender-
ing of the members of Biplabi
Communist Party, Purba Bang-
la Communist Party (ML),
Purba Sarbahara Party
and their different factions and
all other such secret armed
organisations to the nearest
thanas with arms has been ex-
tended to January 25 from
January 15, to an of-

ficlal handout here yesterda
reports BSS, s

A bill providing for an inde-
pendent ucnt{;ﬂnt of the
Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament] 1s
expected to be moved in the

hm-d during the current

'nthtl*ﬂtplrlhmtmt it
will ensure the formation of a
secretariat with non-
people drawn from different
services and will function un-

of the Speaker.
Fr“?::nn contacted, Shaikh
Razzak All, Speaker of
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prepared and is expected to be
placed in the House in aboul
two week's time

When, asked

the
Speaker said that either the
Leader of the House Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia or
the Law Minister would do it
Referring to the skill devel-
opment of the employees of
the parltament secretariat the
Speaker said that there would
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be a panel of consultants. o be
drawn from different disci-
. who would provide ser-
vices as and when necessary
In addition. a research cell
funded by the donor agency
the Fard Foundation, would be
set up to assist the Members of
Parlfament.
Incidentally. l.h-t necessity
of an l.ndtﬁ. mtnl

The hr-lt.hn of thc pr:-
sent secretariat of parliament
is controlled by the

Establishment Ministry which
also controls the transfers and
posting of its employees

The Rules of Procedure
does not empower the
Speaker the controlling au
thority over the secretariat.

it defines the secretariat as
‘secretariat means the secre-
tariat of parliament _and
"secretary means secretary
parlament and ifncludes any
other officer for the time being
performing the duties of the

secretary.”

MPs allege interference
in their rights

A government decision to
associate the local MPs in pro-
ject commitiees for imple-
mentation of schemes under
the food for works pro-

s has been flouted, it
was alleged in Parliament last
n:lahL reports 1SS,

The allegation, raised by

sitfon Awami League MP
Tu | Ahmed (AL). was also
supported by Ansar Ali Siddiqi
and Fatema Chowdhury of the
Treasury Bench who said they
were ignored in the project
implementation process in
their constituencies.

The opposition members
said ministers were interfering
in sahctioning wheat for the
food for work programme ig-
noring the local MPs - thus
undermining their privileges.
They alleged that the minis-
ters were trying to politicise
the administration.

The unscheduled discussion
that lasted for more than an
hour was taken part among
others by Mohammad Nasim,
Sajeda
Razzak, Sheikh Faziul Karim
Selim of Awami League,
Mowdud Ahmed and Sardar

Hossain of Jatiya y
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
of NDP and Maulana Abdus

Chowdhury, Abdur

Sobhan of Jamaat.

The Speaker informed the
House that Reliefl Minister will
make a statement today
(Wednesday) in this regard.
He. however, advised the
members to come up with
s instances of violation
of government orders backed

documentary evidence.
n without factual sup-
port is unwanted, he ended.

BSS adds : Tofael referred
to certain projects under food
for work and other pro-
grammes under Local
Government Ministry and
Power Development Board and
alleged that while the privi-
leges of the MPs were being
ignored, the ministers. in
some cases, were found di-
rectly interfering in the rights
of Parliament members.

The Awami League leader
also alleged that while the MPs
were given certain amount of
privileges even during last au-
tocratic rule, their rights as
the elected public representa-
tives had been curtailed in this
democratic atmosphere. Giving
a speeific instance, Tolael said
a particular minister, whom he

did net nesac, directly ith-
terfered in a praject at
Kushtia's Kumarkhali.

Treasury Bench mcmbcr

Ansar Al Siddiqui supported |

the contention of the opposi-
tion leader and said local MPs

were not consulted even in the
projects concerning the
Education Ministry and Health
seclor.
member Begum Fatcma
Chowdhury Paru from Sylhet
supported the allegation, but
did not substantiate her con

tention with specific instances. |

Awami League member
from Jamalpur Mirza Golam
Azam alleged that all food for
work projects and government
allocations had been stopped
in his constituency during last
six months. Maudud Ahmed
said since the issue was sensi-
tive, it should be resolved for
smooth functioning of the par-
llamentary democracy Taking
part in the discussion as the
last speaker, Opposition Chiel
Whip Mohammad Nasim de-
manded a rull from the
Speaker as the allegation was
supported from both treasury
and opposition benches.

The Speaker assured the
members that if the allegations
are found ade ely -
poried by pmﬂ’ ' d';-l‘ulf
ments, he would re-
fer it to the Special Privilege
Committee for solution.

Another ruling party |
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Sick tea estates likely to
get interest remission

By Sohel Manzur

The government is likely to
exempt 30 per cent to 75 per
cent normal interest and 100
per cent penal interest to re-
cover the overdue loans of
about Taka 15 crore from the
owners of the sick tea estates,
a source close to the
Bangladesh Tea Board said.

It was suggested by a body
formed last year by the tea:
board authority to prepare
recommendations for stimulat-
ing the sick tea estates. The
body headed by S A Hasib,
Director of Project and
Development Department of
the Board, also suggested the
government to improve the

t of the tea estates
by enacting a new law like that
of India’s Acquisition and

and willing

Transfer of Sick Unit Act
1985.

According to the source,
the tea estates having overdue
development production loan
lo repay entire
dues will be given the chance
to apply for remission of 75
per cent normal interest and
100 per cent penal interest by
repaying 10 per cent of the

resent overdue loan. The

also suggested fixation of

a time-limit up to March 31

for the garden owners to apply
for the remission of interest.

The tea garden owners who
at present are unable to repay
the entire dues at a time were
suggested to apply for 50 per
cent exemption of normal in-

See Page 12 Col 3

Mustafiz makes
statement on
Dhaka-Yangon

tension today

Foreign Minister ASM

Mostafizur Rahman will make a |
statement in parliament today |

on the present tension along
Bangladesh-Myanmar border
triggered by
troops buildup. reports UNB.

The Burmese border secu-
rity forces made a surprise at-
tack on the BDR outpost at
Rezupara in Bandarban district
on December 21, killing one
BDR personnel and injuring
seven others. Intruders took

all arms and ammunition
from the camp.

Soon aflter the incident,
Dhaka protested to Yangon
against viclation of the inter-
national border by the
Burmese troops. killing and

See Page 12 Col 8

Priyanka's 'no’
to Congress
party post

NEW DELHI. Jan 14:
Priyanka Gandhi, the 19-ycar-
old daughter of assassinated
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
on Tuesday declined an
clected political post with her
late father's party, a family
spokesman said, reports AP,

Miss Gandhi "is a student
whose first priority and preoc-
cupation is to complete her
education,” said the
spokesman, Vincent George.
"She has therefore expressed

See Page 12 Col 1
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By Mahfuz Ullah

The tug of war, metaphori-
cally speaking, between the
Speaker and the members of
Parliament is a pleasant event
to witness. In most cases it
centres around the members'
insistence to speak and the

See ’age 12 Col 7

the Burmesc

Police officials displaying arms and ammunition

yesterday.

Police raid 4 DU

halls, recover

three weapons

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police raided four Dhaka
University halls in the early
hours of Tuesday and recov-
ered thrce weapons and
around 100 bullets.

‘At least six shots were re-
portedly fired in front of the
Vice-Chancellor's house in the
DU campus and the Ziaur
Rahman Hall area after the raid
on ! A halls including the
Zahurul Huq Mall, Jagannath
Hall. Surja:u:n Hall and
Salimullah Muslim Hall.

Police were deployed at
some other halls but they did
not search them, the source
said

Arms including a sawed-off
rifle, a revolver and the bullets
were recovered from the
Zahurul Haq Hall: No weupons

See Page 12 Col 6
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The Rules of Procedure is
also expected to be amended
further during the current
scssion of Parllamen! provid
ing for measures to regulate
the behaviour of the members
while the House is in session

This was indicated by the
Speaker in the House yester-
day in a bid to cool down Jatiya
Party MP Manirul Hug
Chowdhury who was insisting
and haranguing to get a point
through. The Speaker com-
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to be enacted against agitated
speeches in the House.

Later. on a query, the
Speaker said that the rules to
be observed
laid down in the current Rules

of Procedure would be
amended for the smooth fune-
toning of the House.

The Speake:r observed that
this had become essential to
make the members more dis-
ciplined. This would further
help them in consolidating the

mented that rules were qnlnﬂ\ pariiamentary democdracy.
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recavered from a DU residential hall
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40 industrial units will be
denationalised next month

The process of denationali-
sation will be expedited next
month despite opposition from
the labour front. Industries
Minister informed the Indus-
trial Development Council
meeting in Dhaka Tuesday,
reports UNB.

Minister Shamsul Islam
Khan said 40 industrial units
have been listed for dena-
tionalisation. The process will
start on approval by NEC
(National Economic Counetl) of
the recommendations of the
Committee for Denatio-
nalisation.

Of the 40 units, 26 will be
sold to the highest bidders
while 100 per cent shares ol 8
units and 49 per cent shares of
the rest 6 will be sold to the
members of the public.

The 37 -member council
met for the first time at BCIC
Bhavan since it was set up by

the present government with
the objective of speedy indus-
trial growth. Headed by the
Industries Minster, the council
consists of presidents of vari-
ous chambers and associations
and senior officials.

Giving a resume of the situ-

. ation the Industries Minister

said a decision had been taken
to gradually off-load govern-
ment shares in 17 multina-
tional companies.

Khan said applications from
1710 sick industries including
28 of public sector were re-
ceived. Those were being ex-
amined and scrutinised and
their report would be fi-
nalised by March.

State Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Aminul
Haqg and Wing Commander
(Rtd) Hamidullah MP who are
on the council also took part in

See Page 12 Col 5

by members as |

Shamir ‘satisfied’, firm to go ahead W1th talks

JERUSALEM, Jan 14 :
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
today voiced satisfaction over
‘progress’ at Arab-lsraell peace
talks and pledged to carry on
with negotiations despite res-
ignation threats from ultra-na-
tionalists in his coalition, re-
ports AFP.
'l have firmly decided to
purnue the penc: talks,'
as saying by

Ehud Gol, one da

r Palestinian and Israeli
n:luthtun met separately in

Washington and exchanged

agendas for future talks.’
‘Israel will not interrupt the

negotiations despite the diffi-

culties’ they are facing, the
Prime Minister said.

He also told an [talian par-
liamentary delegation he was
satisfied with the ‘progress
made at the peace talks in
Washington' and noted that the
United States had not inter-
vened during the discussions.

Monday's session was seen
as a modest breakthrough after
an inconclusive round of talks
last month in Washington dur-
ing which both sides met in
the corridors of the US State
Department and argued about
procedure,

The ultra-nationalist Tehiya
and Moledet parties today re-

newed a threat to quit the
coalition government amid rc-
rts that during Monday's bi-
teral talks Israci negotiators
submitted plans for Palestinian
autonomy on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

AP adds: Withdrawal of the
far-right Moledet and Tehiya
parties could bring down
Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir's cabinet and halt the
peace talks while new elec-
tions are held.

Israeli delegation members
insist that discussions in
Washington have centered only
on the agenda for the next
round of talks. But Tehiya and

Moledet leaders have
presscd fears that lsrael a[—
ready has presented a docu:
ment offering autonomy.

While the 1978 Camp David
accords and Israel's own 1989
peace initiative offered limited
self-rule to Palestinians, right-
wing parties sece autonomy as
an opening for a Palestinian
state. They have repeailcdly
said they wouid quit the gov-
ermnment {f autonomy were of-
fered.

Science Minister Yuval
Neeman, head of the Tehiya
party that advocates annexing
the occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip, said Tuesday he

. w:ml-d ask Shamir to clarify re

ports on the Washington talks
before deciding whether to
leave the cabinet.

Neeman said on Israel army
radio that "if indeed the mate-
rial shows that the autonomy
plan is clear, this means we
are entering the substance of
negotiations and we have no
place in the government.”

An assurance by Shamir
alde Yossi Ahtmeir that self-
rule had not been offered to
the Palestinians did not satisfy
Neeman, who demanded that
Shamir make a public state-
meni to that eflect.

Fellow Tehiya member

Geula Cohen insisted the party
should pull out now.

"What does interim settle-
ment mean — an interim to a
Palestinian state . . . . We have
nothing to wait for today, no
reason to delude ourselves. We
must leave the government
immediately,” Ms Cohen said
on Israel radio.

Rehavam Zeevi, head of the
Moledet or "Homeland™ party
that advocates expellin
Palestintans from the oecu
lands, said that {f the.
Palestinians had been offered
sell-rule "we are leaving the
government
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11 medical

from Dhaka Medical College,
Sir Salimullah Medical

(SSMC), IPOMAR. NI
National Institute of
and the Centre

The order virtually left no
senior teachers in the
Pathology Department eof
SSMC. The college authorities,
when contacted, said it was

to conduct the ex-
aminations without the teach-

ers who had the course.

Our SSMC Correspondent
adds: On the news of
postponement, examinees

staged demonstration before
the college authorities. They
demanded prompt holding of
examination.

The president of Leo dis-
trict council Shafiullah Bhutyan
in a statement protested the
postponement of the sched-
uled exams at SSMC.

PM lauds
WB gesture
to Jamuna
bridge project

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has appreciated
the World Bank's green signal
for assistance to the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge Projeet,
reports UNB.

“It will bring a revolution in
the communication sector and
accelerate the growth of indus-
tries in the country’s northern
region”, she told the visiting
World Bank Vice President
Joseph Wood who called on
her at her residence Tuesday
afternoon.

The Prime Minister ap-
prised him of the steps for
improving macro-economic
ma ment and speedy im-
plementation of development
programmes. The present
democratic government 1{s
committed to ameliorating the
lot of common man, she said.

Emergency, ban

: on FIS in

Algeria likely

ALGIERS, Jan 14: The

“army-backed council that took

control of Algeria may soon

declare an emergency. allow-
ing it to ban the Islamic fun-

damentalist party that had
been poised to gain power, re-

puru said Tuesday, reports
Th: H Secretary Counetl,
which inc Prime Minister

Sid Ahmed Ek]'mull and three
generals, took power Sunday
and cancelled run-off elections
set for Thursday that were ex-
pected to give the Islamic
Salvation Front contrel of par-

hament. (Rarlier story on P8)



