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‘Bullock shortage leaves

cultivable lands fallow

BORGUNA, Jan 13 : A vast
area of cultivable land has rc-
mained fallow this year duc 1o
acute shortage of bullock . re-
ports UND.

About 80 to 90 per cent
peasants have no bullocks to
till their lands. Many of them
using spadcs or pulling the
harrows theinselves.

Last year's natural calami-
ties. diseasc and indiscrimi-
nate slaughtering are stated to
be the main reasons for deple-
tion of the cattle stock in the
district.

A large number of cattlc-
hcad were lost in flood, cy-
clon¢ and different cattle dis-
cases, Greedy cobblers poi
soncd cattle to collect skins.
and bullocks and cows had
been slaughiered for beel.

Moreover lack of cash lor
daily necess ties and debt bur-
den forced most of the cultiva-
tors of the district to sell their
cattle findiny{ no other alterna-
tive.

Milk procluction has fallen
in the district due to rapid de-
crease in the number of milk
cows. Acute scarcity ol fooder
is the main cause for the rapid
fall of milk production. milk-
men said.

A schems: has been taken
up m bring 2,450 acres of land
under boro cultivation in five
upazilas of the district in the
currenk seas . '

According to Agriculturc
Extcnsion Department. of the
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total, 2.30) acres will be
brought unider High Yielding
Variety and the rest 150 acres
under local \ariety.

About B80 acres in Sadar,
770 acres in Amtalt. 300 acres
in Bamna. 250 acres in Delagl
and 250 in Patharghata upazi-
las will be brought under the
programmec.

The target of the produc-
tion has been fixed at 2,467
metric tons of paddy while
about 5,167 metric tons of
paddy were produced on
5.500 acres of land last year.

For the sucgessful imple-
mentation of the programme.
Bangladesh Agriculture Develo-
pment Corporation(BADC) will
distribute seeds. fertiliz-
crs.pesticides and other nec-
¢ssary inpuls at fair prices
among the farmers.

Mecanwhile. the local Krishi
Bank started disbursing loans
among the farmers lo help
boost production.

Rampant traflic jam has be-
come a common phenomena
in the district town cansing
immense sufferings of the
town dwellers for a long time.

Most of the roads of the
town are loo narrow for
sinooth vehicular movement.
On the contrary, due to small
spacc in local markets the fish
and vegetable sellers sit regu-
larly on the roads at least twice
a week on hat days causing
traffic jJam in the town.

The population of the town

has been increased manifold
in the reccnt years and as a rc-
sult. the number of buycers and
scliers have also gone up in the
local markets,

lesides hundreds of con-

sumers [rom rural arcas also '

come to the town regularly for
buying necessary commodities.

Local leaders have urged
the authorities to take neces-
sary steps to remove the traffic
jam without further delay.

At least 71 posts of primary
school teachers have ben lying
vacant in the district hamper-
ing education for a long time.

According to official
sources, of the total, 35 posis
of headmasters have been lying
vacant affecting the Universal
Prinlary Educatjon Programme
of the government.

Shortage of educational ap-

pliances. lack of amenitics and
unhygicnic atmosphere turned
the situation worse.
* Most of the schools in the
‘district are in dilapidated con-
ditibin. Students can not attend
their classes during the rainy
scason due to leakage in the
buildings.

Moreover. many schools run
without any play grounds ham-
pering the sports activities of
the students. Supply of drink-
ing water facilities are also
quite unsatisfactory.

Local people urged the au-
thorities 1o take steps imme-
diately to redress the suffer-
ings of the students.

Heroin consumption

PABNA. Jan 13 : There is an
alarming increase in heroin
consumptioa in this district
town. About 25.000 familics
arc said to have been alllicted
by addiction to this killer drug.
reports UNB

At least 30 members of
these families are known 1o
have died during the last 8
months,

Mainly reckshaw pullers.
day labourers, bus and truck
drivers and helpers. business-
men and some frustrated
youths and poltical leaders are
reported to be its regular con-
SUIMCTS

The addicied people olten
s¢ll the tin roofings of their
houscs, doors, windows. an-
cestiral land. and In extrome

alarming

cases cven their children.

It has bceome a- cdminon
feature that [athers filed cases
against their addicted sons and
sons against their fathers.

Heroin is openly sold in
[l.ibrary Bazar. Krisnapur.
Shalgaria. Hospital Road.
Singa. Bani Cinema Mall Road.
laaw Collage Area. New lius
Stund. Old Bus Stand and
Kacharpara in the town.

Loeal people complained

that the law cnforcing agencies
do not care (o check the men-
ane,

Heroin pedlars told UNB
that they sell the drug in close

collaboration with some pnlhf
and narcotics officials.

attack (myocardial infarction), stroke, coronary
artery surgery, cancer, kidney failure, multiple
sclerosis 43¢ paralysis.
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Congratulations on the occasion
of the first Anniversary of

Che Daily Star
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ON ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY

SYKES MARINE (HYDROMASTER) LTD, U. K.

WORLD RENOWNED MANUFACTURER OF
MARINE PROPULSION UNIT

AGENT

HIVES ENGINEERING LTD

52, NEW ESKATON ROAD
DHAKA
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