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Transport Strike

Transport strikes on genuine or the [(limsiest
grounds have so far caused colossal losses to
country's economy. The sufferings ol
people just beggar description. The pr-
in particular seems (o have concentrated
north of the country In recent times. So
the problem there that prolonged str-
a couple of months have posed a basic
: what really has gone wrong with the
system in the region? The need lor goi-

into the matter is therefore overriding.
the transport workers have been seeking
to establish job regulations is assuredly a positive
move. If the transport owners do not like the idea
or. worse, stand in the way ol implementing the
service rules. the responsibilities certainly lie
with the defaulters. If, in that case, the govern-
ment also becomes a party to the stalemate sim-
z by default. the aggrieved transport workers
have no ﬁlﬂ way open to them but to
on strike. In the earlier such incident. their
were lly met when many of the
workers were issued appointment letters. But
more are yet to be granted the facility. As for
bringing an end to the illegal toll collection, the
ars to be mounting. This is one area

tgremrmmnt has a lot to do.

It 1s not at all difficult to differentiate the gen-
uine from the unfounded reasons for calling a
strike. And the law of the land allows or
strikes accordingly. There is hardly any
scope for mincing words. If the transport work-
ers have a genuine cause, the mediation by the
nt or whatever measures il can muster
deal with the problem must be prompt. By al-
lowing the crisis to prolong, the government just
inflicts injuries to itself and to the public.

Worse still is the fact that when the genuine
problem is not properly addressed. things get
muddled with the result that the less important
issues are also pushed to the fore.

The confusion over the strike issue has contin-
ued so persistently that the whole transport sys-
tem is now in a total mess. The legal and moral

s that are involved in it fade, more often
than not, out of sight. Organised protests by the
workers, no matter how irrational they
are, virtually take a hostage of the government
and the public. It is precisely on this count that
something has to be done urgently. If the strike is
an inalienable right of a particular group or sec-
tion of people, so inviolable is others' right to
move frtglly. Most of the time, however, the
methods of striking people are not just confined
to peace and non-violence. Under no circum-
stances can the transport workers leave their
vehicles helter-skelter to obstruct others pas-
. But that is exactly what they usually do.
are meaningless if the concerned parties
continue to ore them' and even misinterpret
them. With democratic rights are directly linked
the responsibilities to be avowedly performed.
The im t thing, specially in our situation, is
to strike a balance between the legal and the
moral. To come tp terms with the situation, the
as a whole has to be responsible enough to
do that trick. Yet the government's special role in
upholding the rule of law should stand out.

Quest for a Hundred
Hasons

A three-day Hason Raja Festival was held re-
cently at Suna j. There is perhaps a justifica-
tion lor holding the Lalon Festival at Kushtia or a

ssible Radharaman Festival in Rajshahi or

fjadas Festival in Bhowal, Joydebpur if because
these nativity spots of those great men are re-
plete with associations of them. But then there is
also a contrary aspect to such celebration of those
truly worthy ones locally at the spots of their ori-
gin. This tends to reduce them into local celebri-
ties which is a mean travesty of a long-established
fact. All these immortals, specially Lalon and
Hason, belong to the whole nation as do Tagore
and Nazrul And if these were dynamic times for
the Bengali culture as it had been in the late
nineteenth century— Lalon and Hason could well
become valued treasures of world culture. We very
ardently feel that, without grudging Sunamgan
and Kushtia their claim on Hason and Lalon, festi-
vals should be held on a national footing to re-live
their music and their mystic experiences and
achie-vements. This woulu be a sure way of reju-
venating the nation.

We take the occasion of the 163rd anniversary
of Hason Raja’'s birth to point out that these grate
creators — last in line of the greal medieval saints
of the subcontinent such as Kabir. Dadu. Rajab.
Rabidas, Nanak etc,— have long been subjected to
injustice born more of ignorance and neglect
than anything else. They are over the whole
length ol the present century held to be 'folk
luminaries. making some kind of allowances by
the use of that qualification. In point of fact, the
works of these musical savants do constitute in-
tegral I})arta of the Ben%all high culture. Tagore
himsell had very forcefully tried to press this
m home and his early translation of some of

's first 'doha's bears ample testimony to the

ce be attached to the works of savant-

of the order of Kabir. Hason and Lalon are
removed from Kabir only in point of time but very
little by way either esthetic and spiritual appeal
or intensity and profundity of the message. Hason
and Lalon's voluminous creations — the late Kho-

mance of any number of songs from a repertory of
couched in chaste
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titions of older refrains as
in the pure folk tradition.
ason and Lalon were contemporaries. It is a
fair guess that the two were typical of their time
w than being tions and that t up to
period of creativity Bengal was Lr?:ﬁ? gcllglen
of mystic-artistic talents and geniuses.
then a land of music and meditation
as has rarely been found in the entire
over the whole of history. We now carry on
fable born of that which is no more a fact
be a dear and ob as well as'a
duty to discover the hundred other
Lalons. For like these two, the thou-
n and women of music and poetry
the soul of Bengal manifested it-
ro their profound mysticism of a
te humanism that like the sky gir-
ation.
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ONE are the days ol the
Gl-fmpw-mrn the Kings
the Nawabs. and the
Maharajas. Those were the
iden days They were never
nown to be close listed and
were happvy aboul merrily
spending money from pubic
exchequer as they pleased
They could blow away any
amount ol publlc money on
extravaganzas They could
spend any amound on trifles or
construction I.I-’ monumenls
and give away anything w then
chosen ones Yet they were not
answerable o anyone Those
were Lhe goklen days for them

Hut the contemporancous
time is onc when national
pride s taking precedence
over everything else All our
wisdom 1is proved wrong
Ideology 15 no longer consid
ered thicker than blood
Nationalism is sweeping away
brooming asiwde all past beliels
All the citizens of any one na
tion can't be looled for all the
time. We nolice this scenarwo
today in the world scale The
mighty Japan had to apologize
to China for their deeds and
war crimes against the Chinesc
people during the World War
[I. The South Korean women
angrily demunded apology and
compensation from Japan for
forcing them to prostitution
for the Japanese army. Modern
generation s awaken to the
brutalities of the Japanesc
army during the World War-1l.
No nation forgets or can ever
forget about the brutalities
committed, the honour tar-
nished. dignity and pride
trampled under foot, ignominy
inflicted upon them at a disad-
vantageous moment ol history
by the war criminals
Bangladesh is the only unfor-
tunate exception — a unigque
country — cver forgetful and
perennially oblivious about the
past happenings, and is always
at a fix as to what to do, suffer
always from a sense of direc-
tionlessness, and crisis of
identity?

Twenty years have elapsed
since we won a war of libera-
tion over the Pakistani Military
junta. The war that really
started immediately afiir the
creation of that impessibie
state was fought at various
levels and fronts against the
Pakistani military- bureaucratic

rmur ard came 1o s logical
end when they were defcated
both politically and culturally
on [ecember |16 1971 after a
lapse of 24 years since 1947
In sptte of all these our gener
ation is not aware what actions
have so far been taken by the
government since 197] w0 re
cover our portion of the assets
from Pakistan We are still not
sure il any study had ever been
rommissioned. or Task Foree
constituled w determine the
guantum ol our share of the as
sets Pakistan owes us and
what we owe Lo Pakistan

Our  children grown up
since 1971 are in darkness as
te why a ppart of thalt
impossible nation had 1w wage
struggle against the so called
Centre’ — occupied by the
other part immediately after
the partition of India in 1947
They are in an abysmally as o
why Bangalees had to wage
struggle on cultural and eco
nomic and political fronts
since then. They are totally
unaware as to how much

very unworthy students in the
Stxties) published a simple ar
tcle in the then Pakistan
Obscrver, as far as | can re
member in 968 captlioned
WiHO PAYS DEBT TO WHOM.
He was at that time working
with the newly lounded central
university — Islamabad
University as the Prolessor and
Chairman of Faculty ol
Economics. Only years ago he
was our teacher in the Dhaka
University Economics
Department and later left  lor
Yale Untversity

He wrote lor any one o un
derstand and al a time when
the Bangalces had been rally-
ing around Six Point
Programme of Shaikh Mujib
and for which the Shaikh was
being harassed by the Ayub-
government by constantly
implicating him in lake
charges which forced him to
appear belore almost any dis
irict court throughout the
whole of East Pakistan

L1
net value of Rs. 30,000
milon in terns of US Dollars
in 1968 could casily be found
to be equal to (Rs. 30 000 mil
Hon « 4 5) US 86666 67 mil-
Iori The net present value of
this 6666 67 million dollars
runsidering an interest rate of
5% would stand at nearly LS8
20868 70 millon dollars [f we
estimate in terms of price of
#old in 196K and the price of
gold wday #t would be around
LIS840 000 millon These are
very rough conversion esti
ma brs
We are not sure if our gowv
ernment has done any exercise
on this debt issue or shall we
say willful appropriation of as-
sets of the then East Pakistan
by thetr brothers (!) of West
Pakistan. These estimates have
not considered the period
after 1968, division of assets of
Pakistan. payment for the war
crimes  perpetrated by the
Wesi Pakistan Military junta on

Paradoxically enough our democra

have (afled miserably 1o de-
mand for the division of the
assets and habtlities as on 26
3-1971 but also remained -
tally indifferent to even the
estimates made by Prolessor

Anisur Rahman in 1968 This
we say because we are yet o

hear any demand from the
platform of any tical party
— seTIOUS €1y o force the
BUCCESSIVE BOVETTHTICTILES SINCe
1975 w take up the issue of
realising th: money Pakisian
owed 1o the people of
Bangladesh Successive gov
ermments since 1975 also did
not care 1o take up the issue
with the Pakistani government
on a bilateral basis and on
other international forum like
OIC, United Nations, SAARC
etc. where bhath the nations are
members. The reason for this
fatlure are unknown. the si
lence smells suspicion.
Bangladesh has so far re-
ceived aboui 20 bilhon dollars
in foreign aid in the name of

the poor peuple. These people
also know that every year in

tic government the defender of our sovereigniy and committed to the

welfare of our people, and the ever vigilant opposition parties always ready to take on the government almost

mw“mhhmnmﬁwn{pﬁﬁamﬁhm.

wealth had been plindered
and looted from the thwn Fawt
Pakistan by the West Pukisian
during 24 years upto 97|

They do not know what is the
share of Bangladesh in the w

tal assets of Pakistan in cash
and kind and how much they
should be compelled 10 pay to
Bangladesh for the War
Crimes against the unarmed
humanity and the material and
financial losses inflicted upon
Bangladesh The whole nation,
specially the new generation
who were not even born dur-
ing the Pakiftani era have a
right to know the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but
truth.

Although our generation is
not aware of any study con-
ducted and estimales made as
tlo the debt Pakistan owes to
Bangladesh at least one study
was done and estimate nade

by one of ovur distinguishied
iﬂ'.l.dt‘l"l]it"lal'lh and cconothists
Professor Mohammed Amisur

Rahman in | 968
Prolessor Anisur Rahman
[the writer being one of his

it was a time when [DONT]
NDISTURB AYUIY thoory was
being stubbornh followed by a
section of the |cfiists. Aganala
conspiracy casc and the his
toric Student Mass movement
were stfll months away [ was
a time when disparily was a
very popular topic even with
the Ministers of Ayub Khan and
they used o0 make tall
promises o do away with dis
parity under the redoubtable
Ayub Khan. who at that time
was celebrating his glorious
Decade of Development with
pomp and grandeur
Everything seemed 1o be quiet
both in the Eastern and the
Western fronts,

Professor Anisur Rahman
disclosedr in his article that
West Pakistan owed to East
Pakistan a staggering amount
ol Rs. 30,000 milllon (when
one US dollar was equal 1o s
4.5) as on 1967 The amount
only included what Pakistan
Government translerred away
Irom East Pakistan to West
Pakistan in the name ol devel
opment of central government

the vunarmed civilian. popula-
tinn uptlo December 16, 1971
and the damages done to a
sovereign State starting from
March 26. 197

Paradoxically enough our
democratic government, the
defender of our sovereignty
and committed to the welfare
of our people and the ever
vigilant opposition parties al
ways ready to take on the gov
ernment almost on any issue
scem o have a perfect conver-
genoe of policies on this issue
This convergence of policles of
the government and the oppo-
sition 1n and outside the
Parbament or marriage of con
venlence if you like. at the cost
ol billlons of dollars belonging
o Bangladesh worest of na
tions in the Hmrﬁ — does not
Ro to show that the sovereignty
is properly delended

What surprises us most as
though both our government,
the party in power. the opposi
tion in the Parllament and all
those representing various

brands irends and shades of

the meeting of the Aid
Consortium we beg for pledges
to be made for aids and grants
and lobby with the World Bank
and other donor governments
and agencies. But what they do
not seem to know is that how
much money Pakistan owes to
Bangladesh or what steps have
been taken by the government
They do not know f the debt
Pakistan owes (o the poor
people of Bangladesh has been
writien off as Bad Debt by any
one in Bangladesh. or if it has
been given away to Pakistan
for the cause of Islamic
Ummah and as a price of
irendship with Pakistan when
65% of Bangladeshis live below
the poverty line, when their
children don't get medicare at
birth and «annot even have
elementary schooling. Whereas
owing mainly to the scarcity of
cash resources World Bank and
IMF take them for a ride year
after year In the name of
structural readjustment

We are not sure if any study
has ever becn undertaken by

politics. all of them. not only  any organization or individual
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Unrealised Debt : Grief that Remains

by Ahmad Mujtahid

in the Opposition and the
Parliament will strive 1o re-
cover our assets back
Pakistan at all cost. i

sary the matter should be
taken up o international fo-
rum for putting pressure on
Makistan to repay our share of

assets which they are illegally
withholding It 18 a crime on
the part of Pakistan equal to
the one they commitied in
1971, It should not be allowed
o gently and slowly pass inte
permanent oblivion

This is an attempt to pro
voke some discussions by our
leaders — political and intel
lectual — for our children who
has the nght 1o know the truth
about issues that have
touched their life and 1
continue to touch the lfe of
thetr children — and to whom
we owe an unabashed explana-
tlon as to our failures o create
a betler future for them. In a
word It Is aimed at all those
who still do chertah some love
for this country

R ICH and poor countrics
al the United Nations
agree that they must
getl together to eradicate Third
World poverty, but are divided
on how 1o go aboul it.

At a recent UN General Ass-
embly debate, industrialised
countries wanted governments
to cut wasteful spending, pro-
mote economic growth and
ensure increased welfare jor
the poorest,

But Third World delegales
said their anti-poverty efforts
were being undermined by a
hostile international economic
environment over which they
had no control and asked for
external support in the arcas
of debt relief, trade and aid.

Rafeeuddin Ahmed, UN un-
dersecretary-general for eco
nomic and social affairs, poin-
ted out that up o USS144
billlon can be harnessed by the
yecar 2000 from a five per cent
‘peace dividend' reduction of
military spending in the devel-
oped countries.

This can be used to in-
crcasc the Third World's an-
nual economic growth by 0.2
per cent, according to UN
projections.

A UN report prepared for
the 46th Gencral Assembly
states that a favourable and
supportive world economy is
important for poverty eradica-
tion and a first priority is to
increase the transfer of re-
sources to developing coun-

Cries.

North-South: Why Nations Are Poor

It says the struggle against
poverty must be the shared re
sponsibility of all and calls for
long-term support by’ the de-
veloped countries for measures
taken by Third +World coun
tries to stimulate growlh and
alleviate poverty.

In a review of poverty re.
duction during the 1980's, the
report finds Africa and lLatin
America were badly affected by
shifts in the global economic
environment, and their
poverly rales increased.

“The sahent lcatures (of the
1980 s5) were a general slow:
doewn in global economic
growlh, widening disparities
in economic performance
among developing countries,
an incrcase in international
cconomic instability, and a re
versal ol net financial resounce
flows between developed and
developting countries,” the re-
port slalcs.

The UN secrelary general's
report says new international
shocks were felt in the early
1990's due o the Gulf War and
the growing problem of servic-
ing forcign debt for some Asian
counirics, like India, which
had gone through the 1980's
“largely unscathed’.

‘Although it is loo early
gaugce the full impact and rami-
lications of thosc shocks, the
cflects of the Gulf War and its

Developed and Third World countries have
differing ideas on the roots of poverty. Rajiv
Tiwari of IPS repc='s from New York.

altermath on many of the 1m

migran! workcers of the region
clearly had significant reper-
cussions both lor the workers
concerned and for their coun-
trics of origin,” it adds.

More than onc billion peo
ple worldwidc live in poverty.
Of these, 600 million are clas-
silicd as “extremely poor”.

Two-thirds of the world's
pooresl live in Asia and are
concentrated in rural arcas
with high population densities,
such as northern India, the
delta region of Bangladesh and
the island of Java in Indoncsia

In Sub-Saharan Africa, 120
million pcoplc arc estimated
lo be extremicly poor and are
found in rural arcas where
soils arc degraded and farming
tecchniquces arc underdevel
oped.

Scvere deprivalion grips 50
million Latin Amwricans and is
concenlraled in the Andean
highlands, urban slums and
among rural houscholds which
have been rendered landless
more because ol incqualities
than lation pressure.

Despite demands by Third
World for a [airer would eco-
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Letters for publication in these columns should bel
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

A felicitation

Sir, Three hundred sixty
five days have clapsed in the
time cycle and The Daily Star
steps in its second year. Within
this short span of time this
dafly has succeeded in carving
fts own brilliant image in the
realm of English journalism in
the country and make a special
reom In our hearts as well as
that of many others at home
and abroad. We felicitate it on
Its winning journcy to popular-
ity against many an odd.

As apparent The Daily Star
Is pursuing the path of true
journalism apprising people of

| lacts and also ventilating their

woes and gricvances. We hope
the journal will remain unique
In ils way of a free press with-
oul fear or lavour,

Press s sifll a very influen
lial mass medium. And here
we wish The Daily Star a wider
circulation, catering to the
need of the masses. We hope
The Daily Star will also help us
in keeping our morale high in
this time of falling sodcial val
ues and provide us with such

bits of pleasure as many others
do not.

We wish your journal (or we
should say our) Godspeed.

Md. Shahadali llossain
Fakirbazar, Burichong
Comilla.

Shifting of polling
centre

Sir, Some inconvenicnces
may arise for the voters due Lo
unsuitable location of Nij-
uljhuri Govt. Primary School
polling centre. Instcad Faki-
rbari Govt. Primary School in
Ward No. 2 of No. 2 Dhanisafa
Union may be chosen under
the following grounds.

a) It is found that out of the
i total 2,300 voters approxi-
mately 1,700 voters live ncar
the Fakirbari Govt. Primary
School and the remaining vot-
ers also live within a radius of a
mile. Transport and security
facilities would be much casicr
compared to Lhat for Nijfulj-
hurt Govt. Primary School
centre.

— =

b) As Lhe Fakirbari Govl,

e

Primary School {8 on the cro-

ssroads communicatlion would
be much easier for bolh men
and women of the Ward.

¢) Due to betler communi-
cation facilities various sccurity
mecasures could be imple-
mented promptly at this cen-
tre, which may not be as casy
at Nijfuljhuri Govt. Primary
School.

d) Many voles are usually
wasted at the Nijfuljhurd cen-
tre because most of the volers
live far away [rom the centre.
Some ingerested quarters un-
derstandably prefer this centre

. 80 that they could go for rig-

ging in the absence of voters,

Days back we urged the
UNO for shifting of this centre
and after through investigation
he recommended it to the
District Commissioner.

Some well-known miscre-
ants who live near the Nijful-
jhuri centre may not want that
the centre should be removed
to Fakirbari. DBut it is our
humble requcest that for the
greater convenience of the
male and fcmale voters of this
arca the polling centre be re-
moved from Nijfuljhuri Govt.
Primary School to Fakirbari
Govt. Primary School.

Md. Rafiqul Islam
Fuljhurt, Perojpur.

nomu sysicm, the UN debale
showed the chasm between
the two poles cannot be casily
bridged.

Speaking on behalfl of the
12 countries of the European
Communily, a delegate from
the Netherlands, said existing
government budgets in devel-
oping countries could opti-
mised by “prioritising and re-

allocating expenditures”,

"Good governance requires
that scare resources be allo-
caled rationally. . .excessive m
thtary expenditure did no« fur-
ther development, and re-
sources spent on unproductive
or prestigious public invest-
menl projects could be put o
betier use,” he said,

But the delegate from
Ghana who spoke for the
Group of 77 developing nations
maintained that it was the
‘unequal exchange”™ between
the two worlds which was to
blame.

Edward Kulour said devel-
oping countries had taken up
prugrammes to deal with
poverty but their efforts had
met with lttle international

support.
Commodity prices, which
many Third World govern-

ments relied on for ex-
change carnings., had as
their external debt burde
mounited. ,'

Structural adjustment pro-
grammes in the Third World
were [aliering because of inad-
equale resource sup and
their cumulative elfect had
been 10 worsen the lot of the
poor who had (o pay the price
lor cutbacks in social spend-
ing., said Kufour.

OPINION

All diclators or :
thoritarian rulers of the world
have excuscs lor their crises.
They can casily find or will
creale o find one scapegoat or
another in their own country
or f[rom abroad. One popular
opposilion lcader or group can
casily become their target
while a neighbouring country
or a power may be blamed for
its hand in their so-called in-
ternal affairs.

Adolf Hitler of Germany had
dragged his country to war
mostly for his power play in
1939. Ficld Marshall Ayub
Khan of Pakistan had fought
three successive war with
neighbouring India only to
serve his political interests,
So also Saddam Hossein of Iraq
fought a war by invading
ncighbouring Kuwait just to
solve the internal political and
economic crisis. Burmese mili-
tary junta will be no exception
in this case. We have ample
proof of such things happening
in Burma in the recent past.

In 1967, when Burma was
in crisis of food and ration
shortage, General Ne Win and
his Revolutionary Council
staged an anti-Chinese cam-
paign in Rangoon and in cen-
tral Burma. They condemned
Red China and Burma commu-
nists as nts who manipu-
lated political and economic
crisis inside Burma. China was
accused intervening in
Burma's internal affairs. They
called upon the Burmese com-
patriots lo come [forward and
defend their state sovereignty
and national independence of
beloved motherland and so on.
The consequence was thou-
sands of Chinese and Chinese
decendants lost their lives and
a large amount of property
damaged alter the communal
riot.
In later part of 70s, there
occurred a political crisis and
power struggle inside the rul
ing party and government in
Burma. The evidence was an
unsuccessfu| coup attempt
with political assassination by a

roup ol army captains in
ga.npon; a so-called high trea-
son plot of political sabotage

SL

party officials in 1977, one Col
Amin of Bangladesh Mission
was accused of having a hand
in connection with the plot

and expelled. So, there came

again Ne Win and his BSPP

government with a new trick
named “Operation King
Dragon™ reasoning routine
immigration check-up all over
the country, but their concen-
tration was only in Arakan. It
was again clear that they
wanted to divert people's at-
tention from prevailing politi-
cal crisis to racial and religious
turmoil. Bilter experience of
1978 refugee influx was well
known to all of us.

Al present, three years afler
mass uphcaval and democratic
movemenl, political tension in
Rangoon and all over Burma as
well as along the border re-
gion of ethnic areas have been
mounted. In 1989 Stalc Law
and Order Resloration
Committee (SLORC) put Aung
San Suu Kyi, a popular oppost-
tion leader of National League
for Democracy (NLD) in house
arrest without trial; in 1990
they [afled to hand over power
to the elected body aller the
clection as they promised ear-
licr; contrarily they arrested
and suppressed the NLD lead-
ers, clected MPs and support-
ers cn massc; brutal killing of
Buddhist monks in Mandalay
madc the situation worsc,

Regarding Human Rights
violaltion, internattonal pres-
surcs including the UN, its
[luman Rights agency and
Nobel Peace Prize Committlee
made SLORC more furious but
more encouraging for the peo-
ﬂlr. Political tension became

igher in recent months.
Muslim refugee influx along
the Burma-Bangladesh border
in 1991 and a secrct armed
manocuvre in the western
theatre refueled in Burma
combined to complicale the si-
tuation.

Anyway they are smart
enough to adopt the old but ef-
fective tactics of "Divide and
Rule” policy o divert the
mounied crisis in any suitable
area where Buddhists and

ORC's Attitude

conspired by a group of young

Muslim communitics have

sonw Llensions crecaled and
rearcd by successive ruling
class since British tLime on-
ward and utilised the defect
whenever il is nec for
their own benefit.

Generally for SLORC there
will be not so many allcrna-
lives for it to get out of the ex-
isting crisis, bul hand over the
power to the winner of Lhe last
clection without condition. But
the option is not for the power
monger dictator or authoritar-
fan ruler by any reason. They
arc on their own way like their
predecessors and other mili-
lary dictalors of thc world. It is
diverting thc mounted polits-
cal crisis to a national prob-
lem only Lo scrve their own in-
lerest f.e. 1o be in power.

In its calculation, out of four
neighbouring countries Ching
and Thailand arc their accom-
plice and India, in our opinfon,
is going to [lollow suit,
Therefore, Bangladesh border
is, logically, lcfl as their target
spol, but a wrong choice.

It is most probable and |
presumed that they raided
Bangladesh BDR outpost on
December 21, 1991 intention-
ally and with well-planned di-
rection from centre. Now- the
tension along the border was
temporarily and officially re-
laxed. But there left a curious
question like what will be the
next happening if that border
intrusion and raid was a mere
g:nloguc of a grand drama to

followed and staged later
on. A foul of blind adven-
turism or shorisightedness
will lead to unnecessary risk
and sacrifice for all of us,
es in such a transitional
period when both countries
are struggling for a higher pe
litical stage of peace and de-
velopment through demoe

We, the people of
Bangladesh and Burma
whether Buddhists or
Muslims, thercfore should be
very carcful and cautious to
handic this outs -
to be caught in SLORC's trap.

A dissident from Burma



