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PABNA
UP candidate
held, 2 fire

arms recovered

Jan 12: Police nabbed a UP
member candidate of
Hamidpur village in Goespur
union in Sadar upazila of the
district and recovered two [ire
arms [rom his posscssion
Saturday, reports UND,

Acting on a lip, police
raided the house of Munnas Al
allas Munnal and arrested him
with the arms.

According lo police, Munnal

was Iinvolved with wvarfous
criminal activities for a long
time.

A case has been filed with

Sadar police.
GAZIPUR

BES confce
Jan 16

Jan 12: The first biennial
conference of the Bangladesh
Entomological Society (BES)
will be held here at the audito-
rium of Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute

(BARI) on January 16, reports
UNB.

. Prof Dr S. D. Chowdhury,
former Vice-Chancellor of the
Bangladesh Agriculture
University (BAU), will be pre-
sent as the chief guest, says a
press rclease.

The day-long conference
includes a symposium. on
Inte Pest ment.

Hp:r::cdl.hln mhpte:
will participate in the confer-
ence, it added.

FARIDPUR

5,650 tons of
wheat for
road repair

Jan 12: Ministry of Relief
and Rehabilitation has sanc-

’ii

reporis UNB.
f the l.nul 136 metric
tons of wheal were sanctioned
for 17 in Sadar, 300
mts for 7 projects In
Charbhadrushan, 470 mts for 8
projecis in Sadarpur, 1166
mis for 16 projects In

Nagarkanda, 823 mts for 15
E:”“'-}

Ianlﬂm
projects in Boalmart,
mis for 8 projects In
and 680 mts for 14

rqcu in Madhukhali upeasi-
as

| According to official

sources, works on the

under Foed for Works
are expecied 1o be

du this year.
With the jon of
the road communica-

projccls,
ton in the district will be im-
proved o a greal exient.

NARSINGDI
Nationalist

Lawyer Forum

Jan 12: A 22-member dis-
trict committee of Bangladesh
Nationalist Lawyer Forum was
formed here recently with
Advocale Mizanur Rahman as
Conwvenor, reporis UNB.

Narsingdi disirict BNP
President Shamsuddin Ahmed
MP. Secretary Abdul Al
Mridha MP, Sarker Adam Al
Convenor and Mahbub Alam
joint Convenor of district Zia
Parishad congratulated the fo-
rum members.

They urged the lawyers to
help improve the law and
order situation in cooperation

PATUAKHALI

Training course

on rural uplift
Jan 12: BRDB's Training
Resource Team (TKT), under
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roundup

MOHESHKHALI

People urged to
safeguard
democracy

Jan 12: Communications
Minister Oil Ahmed called
upon the people of all social
strata to rise against any ill
play to foil the hard earned
democracy, reports BSS.

He said every conscious cit-
izen of the country firrespec-
tive of political ideology, beliel
and affiliation to be ever vigi-
lant to saleguard the demo-
cratic system established in
the country through a cease-
less struggle for long nine
years against autocracy.

The Minister was ndLn:n-
ing a big public meeting at
Bara Maheshkhali Natun Bazar
Math here.

Presided over by Aktar
Kamal Chowdhury, the meet-
ing was addressed, among
others, by Begum Rozi Kabir
MP, Shajahan Chowdhury MP,
Abdur Rashid, Akramul Huda
Chowdhury and Akramul
Karim.

Mr Oli said government
had allocaled increased founds
for infrastructural develop-
ment of the cyclone affected
locality like Bashkhali by con-
structing goods, bridges and
culverts.

NOWABGONJ

Govt pledge
bound to
ensure peace

Jan 12: State Minister for
Civil Aviation and Tourism
Abdul Mannan said, the demo-
cratic government of Begum
Khaleda Zia was pledged bound
to ensure law and order in the
country, reports BSS.

He was addressing the offi-
cials and elites of the
Nowabgonj here.

Mr Mannan called upon the
officials to mainiain
atmosphere in covering the
Union Parishad eclections to
make it free, fair and neutral.
He said 1t would be easier to
hold the clections smoothly
and peacefully if every one was
serious in discharging duties
during the polls.

SHARIATPUR
255 demonstration
plots taken up

Jan 12: Agriculture
Extension Department [(AED)
has undertaken a scheme to
sel up 255 demonsiralion
plots in six upazilas of the dis-
irict to acquaint the [armers
with modern methods ol culti-
vation, reports UNB.

Under the scheme, horn
paddy, mustard, wheal,
veich, lentil will be l.'.'I.IllNllld
in the plots in Sadar, Naria,
Bhedergon). Damudya, Zanzira
and Goshatrhat

Accordin to olflicial
sources, 24 have been sct
up for boro y. 8 for mus-
tard, 4 for 88 for veich,

140 for lentdl and 7 for other

varieties of
Banglades

Development

Agriculture
Corporation

(BADC) and AED have jointly -

underiaken a programme Lo
distribute seeds, fertilizers and
other inputs among larmers 1o
boost production in the dis-
Lrict.

NAOGAON

BCL wins in
college union
election

Jan 12: Chhatra League (A-
A] swepl the student union
election Naogaon Gowernment
Degree College recently bag-
ging all bul onec seal, rgporis

UNB.

Vipash Kumar Gopal and
Khoda Newaz Titash of BCL
were clecled VP and GS re-
speclively.

Only a girl from
Jaltyatabadi Chhatra Dal could
return as a member
among the rest seven panels
which contesied the BCL
panel.

College sources said about
91 per cent of the total 93]
volers were casl

RANGPUR

Railway zone
eamns Tk 11.54cr

in five months

Jan 12 Bangladesh Ratiway
Lalmonirhat Zone earncd over

Taka 11.54 crore during the
last five months of the current:
fiscal, official sources said, re-

ports UNBS.
They carned a total of Taka

L8

.
!

AGRI-VARSITY: Prof. Dr. Asadur Ra:iman, VC, BAU speaking as chief guest at the installation ceremony of BAU
Officers Parisad held recently at the Un: versity Club
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Note books on open sale

RAJSHAHI, Jan 12: The sale
of note books is going on un-
abated Rajshahi district head-
quarters and its adjoining ar-
cas.

Note books are being sold
in most of the bookshops at
Rajshahi and different upazila
markets despite government
ban.

It may be mentioned here
that government had imposed
ban on publishing and selling
note books upto class eight in
order to discourage the de-
pendence of the students on
prepared answers.

It is learnt that some un-
scrupulous traders are publish-
ing sub-standard not books
with fake name and address:
These note books are full of er-
rors distortion of facts.

Some guardians alleged that
these books are being sold at
an exorbitant price in different
markets of the district. It is
further informed that most of
the owners of the book-stalls
do not sell text books without
notes.

Local students and guard-
jans have urged the concerned
authoritics to take stringent
action against these illegal sale
of note books.

The number of child mar-
riages has been increasing in
the district.

The cases of divorces are
also increasing due to early
and iliegal marriages.

According to reliable sou-
rces, about 300 divorce cases
were flled during the last four
years in eight upazilas of the
district.

Th: undtnpd hnuumm

From Our Correspondent

are the worst victims as their
husbands divorce them for
non-payment of dowry, it is
learnt.

It is alleged that there are
some 30 called marriage regis-
ters who have got no licences
are doing such unlawful deeds
at a payment of more money.

Despite government re-
striction on below
the age of eighteen years, the
illegal of the girls
are being solemnised by a
vesled group of people in cpl-
laboration with the non-regis-
tered persons.

The selling of adulterated
edible oil is rampant in rural
arcas of the district which is
posing a serious threat to the
health of consumers.

It is informed thal some
dishonest traders mixing bad
quality oil with the mustard oil
and are selling those in open
markets al a comparatively
cheaper rate.

Consumption of these oils
causes varfous stomach ail-
ments like dysentry and gas-
tro-intestinal diseases in rural
arcas, doctors said,

Local people called up on
the concerned authorities for
proper checking ol foodstulls
in the markets.

Strike observed

UNB reports say: Strike was
observed peacefully in all the

educational institutions inclhad-;

ing Rajshahi University here
Saturday.
The strike was called by

Bangladesh Chhatra League (A-
A) protesting the Thursday s

Iulligul Muninusaman Badal,  pers in lhﬂ scminar.

80 pc pry. schools can't
accommodate students

BORGUNA. Jan 12: About
80 per cent government pri-
mary schools in five upazilas of
the district are facing difficul-
ties 1o accommodate rising
number of students, reports
UNB.

Most of Lhe schools are in
dilapidated condition and
scarcity of teachers and tools
have made the situation worse.

About 1,35,000 students
are now siudying in 389
government and 133 non-gov-
ernment primary schools of
the district. The number of
sanctioned of teachers is
2248, bul ly one-third of
them are now on the -roll.

Besides, schools h have
been damaged by floods,
storms, cyclones and natural
calamities during the last few
years have nol yel been re-
paired. A good number of
schools are holding classcs in
feeble bulldings which may
collapse al any moment.

Buildings of Ruhita, Dhush-
khali, Ghopckhall, North, Bara-
taswar, Khuchuichora primary
schools of Bamna upazila were
handed over Lo Lhe Facilitics
Department bul Lhe contrac-
tors lefl them halidone or not
done at all.

Joynagar has no school
bisflding at all and 8 schools in
Sadar, 21 schools in Belagl
upazilas are either kuncha or

. About 7 schools in
Amital upﬁh have no roofs at

all, 30 are either kuncha or
dilapidated. 23 schools in
Patharghata upazila are also in
deplorable condition. Fifty per
cent students sit either on
mats or no bricks due to lack
of benches. In some schools
there is nol a single chalr for
the teachers 1o il

Morcover, supply ol neces-
sary appliances including
blackboards, chalk, dusters is
loo inadequale. Elghty per
cent of the schools have no

Dacoity 1n bus,
Tk one lakh looted

BOGRA, Jan12: Valuables
worth over Taka one lakh were
looted in a bus dacoily on
Bogra-Naogaon road near
Bazardighi here on Sunday
night, reports UNB,

According to wilnesscs,
about 12 dacoits in the guisc of
passengers boarded the bus for
Bogra [rom Naogaon with arms
and cocklails concealed under
their wearings.

When the bus reached near
the point in Dupchanchia
upazila the dacoits at gun point
asked the rs to hand
over their cash and belongings.

Alter looting the valuables
including cash, gold orna-
ments and wrist watches from
the passengers the dacoits de-
camped with the booty salely
near Dargahat radio rclaying
stalion in Kahaloo upazila.

a leader ol the organisation.

The BCL activists brought
oul a procession on Rajshahi
University campus and de-
manded immediate arrest and
excmplary punishment of the
assailants.

Another message adds:
Rajshahi University Teachers’
Association (RUTA) brought
out a silent procession here
Saturday protesting the re-
moval of Vice-Chancellor of
Chittagong University Profl
Alamgir Md Sirajuddin violat-
ing the 1973 University Act

Cultural contest

A five-day-long inter college
cultural competition began
here Saturday.

The inaugural session was
presided over by Prol Azhar
Uddin while Prol Amanullah
Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor ol
Rajshahi University was pre-
sent as chiel guest.

Besides, Nazim Mahmud,
Director of the TSC of the Uni-
versily also spoke on the
occasion.

BSS adds: A seminar on
“Social welfare-principle and
planning” in the context of
llangladesh was held on Thur-
sday al Rajshahi University.
Jointly organised by Bangla-
desh Social Work Reachers
Association and Social Work
Department of Rajshahi Uni-
versity, the seminar was pre-
sided over by Vice-Chancellor
Prof Amanullah Ahmed.

Prof. Md Ali Akbar, Md Abu
Bakar Siddiky and Dr Prafullah
Chandra Sarkar presented pa-

playgrounds. Moreover, some
of the teachers are not dis-
charging their duties regularly,
it is alleged by guardians,
Besides, abnormal high
price of papcr and other mate-
rials coupled with chronic
poverty conlinue lo hinder
guardians sending their chil-

dren o schools.
Barisal

Meanwhile, a total of
45.086 children between 5
and 7 years of age have got
themselves admitted into 133
government and 30 non-gov-
ernment primary schools in
Sadar upazila of the district
under Compulsory Primary
Education Programme.

A total of 45,086 sets ol
primary school text books has
been distributed among the
students, District Primary
Education Office source said.

Of the students, 39,384
were admitted into 133 gov-
ernment primary schools and
the rest into 30 non-govern-
ment primary schools.

Fifteen thousand six hun-
dred and sixtyfive students got
admisston in class one, 11,271
students in class two, 90186
students in class three, 4,722
students in class four and
4,412 studenits in class five.

A 22 -member Co-ordination
Committee was formed for the
implementation of the pro-
gramme.

CHANDPUR: A man is donating blood during a eamp

recently
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organised by the local Rotary Club
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Notes from

Kishoregan;]

From Our Correspondent
KISHOREGANJ, Jan 12:
The Jamaat-e-Islami has been
condemned. by Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad of the
district union for electing
Golam Azam as their Amir.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence al Kishoreganj Press Club
auditorium, Bidyut Prasad Roy,
Kishoreganj Sadar Upazila
Command strongly condemned
Jamaat-e-Islami for electing
anti-liberation and Pakistani
national Golam Azam their
Ameer,

The Muktijoddha Sangsad
leaders in the conference here
demanded expulsion of Golam
Azam from Bangladesh and le-
gal action against Jamaal-e-
Islami for electing Golam Azam
as their leader violating consti-
tution and further demanded
banning of Jamaat-e-Islam.

Other leaders of
Muktijoddha Sangsad were
present during the press con-
ference.

Stomach ailment, skin

diseases

Stomach ailments and skin
diseases have been spreading
alarmingly in all the 13 upazila
of the district causing concern
among the people.

Doctors sald, a large num-
ber of patients are pouring into
the: Upazila Health Complex
and Sadar Hospital cveryday
with gastro-intestinal and
other skin diseases,

Scarcity of pure water and
consumption of adullerated
foods and edible oils are learnt
to be the main reasons behind
the outbreak of the discases.

Adulterated food-stulls in-
cluding In open markcls, con-
sumers complained.

Local people urged the gov-
ernment. to take¢ measures
against the sale of adulterated
foodstull.

!ml dm'

UNB reports say: Fish dis-
ease has broken out in almost
all the 13 upazilas of the dis-
trict in an epidemic form,
fishery officials and local peo-

ple said.

The disease locally known
as Ulcerative Syndrome’ has
alfected different varicties ol
fish ltke shole, taki, puti; boal
gozar, magur, shing and kol

With the outbreak of the
disease¢, the demand for fish
has abruptly fallen in the local
markets, fish traders said.

Nulrition experis [eared
that low income group ol peo-
ple, who mostly live on fish,
are likely to sufler from pro-
tein deficiency following the
outbreak of the discasc.

Local people have urged the
authorities to spray Hme water
immediately to combat the
menace.

2 notorious criminals
arrested

'Police arrested two alleged
notorious criminals from wvil-
lage Sherpur for their In-
volvement in a number of da-
coities and murders recently.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion, police raided a house of
the village and arrested lHaju
and Ajimuddin with the help of
the villagers, They were sent
1o jail hajat.

Both of them remained ab-
sconding for a long time,

Jail worden's sit-in

The district jail wardens
kept the office of Jail
Superintendent under lock
and key for two hours tn press
home their 5 point demands
recently

They staged two-hour sit in
as per the call of their central
organisation Bangladesh
Kamrakkhi Parishad in realisa-
tion of the demand including

hike.
P‘yThry locked the
Superintendent's office for two
hours. A total of B0 guards ol
Kishoregan| District Jail re-
fused to draw salary for the
month of December.

One stabbed to death,

Dacoils siabbed to death a
man and decamped with cash
and valuables worth about Taka
45.000 from two houses ol Lhe
village Sholarashi in Kulterchar
upazila recently

According o the police, a
gang of dacoils numbering
about 15 atlacked the houses
of Moniruddin (45), and his

brother-in-law Golap Miah, at |

the early hours.
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Hason folk festival

Evaluation of Hason
works stressed

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 12: A three-
day-long 'Hason Folk Festival
arranged in connection with
the observance of 163rd birth
anniversary of the late mystic
poet Hason Raja was held at
Sunamganj Government Pilot
High School recently amidst
much enthusiasm.

Thousands of people from
all walks of life attended the
functions which include, dis-
cussion meeting, cultural
function, competitions of folk
songs and prize distribution.

Dr. Ashral Siddiqui, Chair-
man, Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS] was present as
chiefl guest at the inaugural
function. Mr Mushtague Uddin
Ahmed, Deputy Commissioner,
Suna | presided over the
functions while it was ad-
dressed among others by Dr.
Momen Chowdhury and poet
Saber Chowdhury. Mr. Mo-
minul Moujdin: delivered the
address of welcome.

The speakers urged upon
the government to take mea-
sures for extensive research on
the works of the late mystic
poet Hason Raja.

The inaugural function
ended with a cultural function
in which folk songs were ren-
dered by a number of local
artists. A session of Baul songs
was also held in which
renowned Baul singers pre-
sented songs.

On the second day, a dis-
cussion meeting was arranged
in which poet Shamsur Rah-
man was present as chief
guest. Prof. Rafiqul Islam of
Dhaka University presided
over it. Mr. Mridul Chakra-
varty, a renowned researcher

‘on Hason Raja, and Mr. Mush-

taque Uddin Ahmed, Deputy
Commissioner spoke on the
occasion. Miss. Sylvia Arpa
Chowdhury read out a paper
written by Mr. Ahmed Hossain
Babul

The Depuly Commissioner
in his speech informed that
Hason Raja Academy would be

set up at Su j. He soujght
cooperation of all concerned
t.hti regard.

A poelry reading session
was also held on the day. The
days programme concluded
with a cultural function.

On the third and conclud-
ing day of the festival, a discus-
sion meetling was held with
Mr: Shamsuzzaman Khan,
Director, Folklore Division of
Bangla Academy in the chafr.
Mr. Hasanul Haque Inu,
Secretary General of JSD and
Mr. Main Uddin Khan Badal,
Convenor-in-Charge of BSD

also spoke as guest speaker,

It was also addressed
among others by Dr Momen
Chowdhury ‘and Mrs. Menia
Begum: The speakers ur
upon the government to open
a new Department on 'Folk-
lore’ in the Shahjalal Univer-
sitjr of Science and Technology

in Sylhet. -

‘After the discussion meet-
ing, prizes were distributed
among Lhe winners of the
compelition on Hason Rafa,
Radharomon, Arkum Shah,
Durbin Shah, Din Bhabanamda
and olher songs. Veleran
politician Mr. Prasun Kantl Roy
gave away Lhe prizes.

A cultural function was also
arranged on the day which was
participated by a good of
artists. :

Hospital faces problems

Patients deprived of
proper treatment

CHANDPUR, Jan 12: Chan-
dpur Sadar Hospital, the
largest in the district, has
been beset with numerous
problems including inadequate
stafl, lack of equipment,
medicine and accommodation
for a long time causing im-
mense sullering to the pa-
tients, reports UNB.

The two-storied hospital
bullding has become absolutely
dilapidated and unfit for
health service.

The hospital has an ac-
commodation for 50 patients
and a good number of patients
are to stay on the floor.

When contacted RMO, Dr
Obaidul Kabir, told UNB that
the hospital building needed to
be renovated as numerous
cracks have developed at dif-
ferent places resulting in the
leakage of rain water during
the rainy days.

The hospital had only one
ambulance, which has been ly-
ing out of order for the last five
months.

There are no ENT special-
i{st, cardiologist and medicine
consultant. As a result, people
who are suffering from these
diseases arc not getting proper
treatment for a long time.

Local people alleged that,
serfous patients, who are ad-

"mitted to or operated upon at

this hospital, have to purchase
all sorts ol medicines from the
market.

The RMO said that the an-
nual allocation of medicines for
this hospital is too meagre to
cope with the ever increasing
number ol patients.

Lack of blood bank has ag-
gravated the suflerings of the
patients. Sometimes, the rela-
tives of the serious patients
have to run from pillar to post
for a bag of blood, it is learnt.

The water, which i4s sup-

lied to the hospital, contains

avy iron, which d B
valuable machines of "De

Department” of the hospital, it
is alleged.

Doctors are interested II'.l
their private practice than
rendering service to the poer
patients, who every day come
here from far off places, local
people alleged.

Local elite and affected
people urged the authorities to
take necessary and effective
steps immediately regardi
the hospital's problems
remove the sufferings of the

people.
Women college

Chandpur Governmeni Wo-
men College is besel with
manifold problems including
poor accommodation, shortiage
of teachers and funds.

Established in 1964 as the
women's collcge in the lown,
it has no enough s 0 Bc-
commodate the st ts of the
town and the adjoining arcag.
Shortage of class rooms,
sence of reading rooms, lack ef
scientific. apparatus, inade-
quate furniture like bench,
chair, tablcs. almirahs are I.h:l
main problems.

The books in the library of
the college is not adequate lo
meet the roguirement of the
students.

The college is running with
acute shorlage of [unds.
Inadequate number of teachers
is hampering the -t-ﬁtlllq
activities ol the college.

The guardians urged the
government. 1o intreduee
BCom and DBSc classes and™ar-
range accommodation for
classes. nccessary books ler Ii-
brary and fil up the vacant
pasts of teachers and lo pre-
vide college with -:i:q;unt: fi-
nancial help.

Tk 38 lakh smuggled
goods selzed, 12 held

COMILLA, Jan
Rifles of 29 hlltll
jon arrested 12 alleged smug-
glers and seised a huge quan-
tity of smugghed worth
Taka 37,83.067 in December
last, reports UNB.

Contraband goods including
Indian sarees, clothes, medi-
cines, rickshaw and cycle par-
ts, onion, cosmetics, spices,
utensils and sugar worth Taka
37.76,14]1 were sized while
being smuggled into the
country and goods inclading
old garments, milk, fish
and dry fish worth Tuka 6,916
were lﬂnd while being

smuggled out of the country.

A total of 140 cases were
hd.:d with different police
siations.

Meanwhile, police In two
separate raids on December 24
recovered a huge of
indian sarees Chinese
locks worth about Taka 55,000
and arrested one alleged
smuggler.

in one raid police recover

indian sarces and Ch”
locks worth Taka 50,000
two night coaches en

pass road.
hyhummmuhdmlhh

nectiio
mn[n ll'llt'ill."l raid Indian sa-

rees worth about Taka 5,000

Bus coaster services
beiween Laksam and -
lkote upazilas were
inaugurated here al a simple

vices ently which
O el ot Yy et O
C hairman Al Hasan Ahmed
and addressed, others,
:L:urulhh;ﬂ‘;n r and

Hossaln

With the instaliation of the
m- felt demand of
the local people has been ma-
leriadined



