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A Chicken in Every Pot

Farhana Haque Rahman

N every city and village
throughout Bangladesh,

the streets werce ablasc
with celourful banners and
posters, filled with cheering
demonstrators shoutin
. Crowded buscs
streams of rickshaws
joined the parade, displaying
exhortations and photographs.

" A project designed by the

International Fund [for
Agricultural Development
fIFAD). is now expecied to

themselves out of the desper:
ate poverly and chronic

that has been the all-
ttern of their

the Smallholder
Livestock Development Project
that will soon begin to make a
difference in the lives of
women like Ramiza Khalun.
The goals are basic — (o in-
crease Lhe productivity and in-
comes of the landless and the
poor through improved meth-
«wds of small livestock hus-
Pandry in homestead com-

nds. Since women have the
responsibility of tending

poultry and goals, and since
what women

carn gencrally

s

A project designed by the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), is now expected to help her and tens of

thousands of women like her to pull

themselves out of the desperate

poverty and chronic hunger that has been the all-too-familiar

pattern of their lives.

direcily o cnhancing
diet and welfare, women

will be the primary Largyt for
the projects’ activitics.

Increasing family income
Focussing on 80 upaxilas in

six sub-divisions wesl of
Dhaka, the ts aim lo
creale a m lvestock
development able o the
country as a - This will be
done largely through replical -
ing and cxpanding the
successful pilot efforts of the
Department of Livestock
Services of the non-govern-
mental organization,
Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Commitice (BHRAC) lo estab-
lish village-bascd poultry de-
velopmoent. An essential cle-

menl Iin BRAC's AT
has boen the formation of soll-
help groups of both men and

women, assisted -re-
crulted village a sys-
tem that tnvolves the poor di-

recily in their own develop:
ment. Traditionally, cach
houschold has mised pouliry
for its own immedialc nocds.
One ol the objectives of Lhe
project is to promole collec-
live, morce sophisticaled en
tcrpriscs Lthat will net only

ply lamilics with food bul
x also increase family in-
come

To accomplish this, the

L will support NGOs in

ng groups, primarily con-

of women, and lcaching

them how (o scl-up
hatcherics, raise chicks, mix

feed and vaccinale pouliry.
Vaccination kits for some
16000 women would be pro
vided, while credit through
the Bangladesh Krishi  Hank
would cnable over 240000
women o begin raising chicks
and al leaslt 800 women s
groups o cngage in feed mix-
ing. It is cxpecied thai the
number of chicks produced
cach ycar would increcasc by
over 685% . Other groups

would focus on markcling

ability and health of chickens
is the chicf goal. the raising of
olther animals will not be nc-
glecied. Existing duck-rearing
farms in Khulna, Naraya

and Rajshahi would bc he

lo cxpand their capacily lo
deliver ducklings, and small-
scale raising of improved vari:
ctics of ducks in othcr arcas
would be supported. Credit
and training will also bc pro-
vided to those who wish 1o
rajsc goals and shoep.

In Bangladesh, the contri-
bution of pouliry 1o dicts s
very low, the national average
being only 15 eggs and one
lowl per year. The main reason
is supply, not traditional cating
habits. With the ncwly-ap-
proved IFAD s, Lhe sup-
ply will increasc. Nol only will
women like Ramiza Khatun be
able to feed their family beticer,
but will also have the opportu-
nily to join with others in an
cnicrprise that holds promisc
of more income and sclf-rc-
llance. A chicken In every pot
nced not be an unrcalizable
dream.

(The author is an officlal n
the Information and
Communications Division of
IFAD, Rome, ltaly)
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of 33,000 rupees
(US$1.390) for the initial rent
and suitable furnishings for the
day care centre. Although
patrons could not more
than a modest fee,

minced meat or vegetables),
vegetable or chicken rolls —
which are frosen and sold in

She paid 200 rupees
(USS8 45] to learn the tech-
nology and borrowed 10,000
rupees (US8420) from the
Bank to purchase a freezer and

other ipment. She now
earns 5, rupees (US$210)
a month with an expanding

market in Islamabad and the
nearby Wah Cantt area where
she started her business.

Ms Hussain., the Women

ducted by the Private Deve-
lopment Corporation of the
Philippines. a development
financing institution.

“The rational for putting up
a women's bank is to make
women ecconomically strong
and independent. The gov
ernment feit that in our male-
dominated i mthh:
had to be done to gve equ
opportunity to women.,” she
explained.

Thus, the credit factlities of
the First Women Bank Lid are
oriented toward women entre
preneurs and businesses
wholly or mainly owned by
women. or is more
than 50 per cent women.

Miracle Worker

The Bank itselfl has an all-
women stall headed by fis
president. Ms Akram Khatoon.
Aside from giving women addi-
tonal employment eopportu-

. having an all-women stafl
is believed 1o be more encour:
aging for those chients who
have never set foot in & bank
and for whom transacting with
a male teller or bank manager
can be an intimidating experi-
ence.

Co-owned by the federal
government with five com
mercial banks. the Women
bank did not sprout overmnight
but took years of hard work
said Ms Hussain [t finally
opened in December 1988
with paid-up capital of 100

N

by Esterlla Maniquis

only requirements are iwo
prrsonal guaraniees made out
for exampie. by close relatives.
and a lkeasibility study made by
the Bank

These loans are paid at a
concessional rates. from less
than half a rupee W 1.000
rupees per day. payable in one
to two years. So far loans have
been extended o women who
were guaranteed by non-gov-
ernmental organisatibns
(NGOs) in their area.

Another mechanism to en-
able women enirepreneurs o
borrow is the group guarantee
concept. Here the borrowers —
all with viable project propos-
als and residing in the same
locality — group themselves

— - -
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Pakistan's First Women Bank Ltd. extends
its credit facilities mostly to enterprises or

businesses which are wholly or mainly

owned by women and those whose staff is
made up of 50 per cent or more of women.

million rupees (US8$4 2 mil
llon) contributed by Habib
Bank [Ltd (30 per cent)
Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd
(30 per cent). National Bank of
Pakistan (10 per cent). United
bank (10 per cent). Alljed
Bank of Pakistan (10 per cent)
and the Ministry of Women
Development (10 per ecent) It
has its head office in Karachi
and has 15 branches

Recently the Women bank
gained additional status as a
development finance institute,
enabling 1t to extend medium
and long-term financing to
enterprises that benefit the
COONoOmy.

The Bank's wellare minsion
s carried out through a special
credit facility for the poor and
the Under what it calls
the spot loaning scheme the
Bank extends loans ranging
from 1,000 rupees (USS$42] to
25.000 rupees (USS| 054)

without requiring collateral
ftechnically. the equipnwent or
goods bought with the loan
still belong to the Bank] The

into five or more members.
Half of the group will get loans
while the rest will act as pres-

sure group o ensure that
funds are properly used and
paid back.

Borrowers may be walk-in
clients: or sought out by the
Bank [rom depressed arcas
Others are referred by partner
NGOs such as the All-Pakistan
Women's Association. the en
trepreneurial Career Institute,
the Assoctation of Business:
Professional and Agricultural
Women. the Behbood [(Welfare)
Organisation and the Aurut
(Women) Foundation.

On one occasion, the
Karachi branch of First Women
Bank Ltd collaborated with the
Entreprencurial Career [nsti
tute 1o conduct skills training
for 300 women in an enter-
prise ol their own chotce like
pickle-making making trolley
mats, processing frozen foods
and handicrafts

The Bank makes it a point
to process loan applications
within one momth, as well as 1o
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make an exhaustive assess-
ment. “We visit the women in
their homes, find out what
they can do. and if the busi-
ness they want has a chanece of
succeeding ” said Ms Hussain.

ing. but the loan has w© be fally
secured. One of Ms Hussaim's
clients is a woman who. with
real estate collateral. obtained
2 millon rupees to put up a
greenhouse and grow avocados
and nushroom. A Dutch eom-
pany imports her produee.

So far. the kind of
financed by the Karachi branch
have been the so-called tradi-
tionally "female” ventures. "A

women who runs a g-* or
motor repair shop, XA -
ple. will ind it hard to attract
patrons in our present soci

ety " Ms Hussain pointed out

At 39. Ms Hussain has had
17 years of banking experi-
ence. A BA in English graduate
with honours. with Masters in
English from Karachi Uni-
versity, she has passed the
Banking diploma exam in
which she topped one subject
(Practice of Banking) and
obtained distinction in another
(Higher Accountancy).

"My husband is also a bank”
officer, specialising in st
and inspection.” she said. They
have three children aged 14.
13 and seven,

With her 10-person stafl
Ms Hussain is that the
Islamabad branch became prof-
itable in its first year of opera-
tbon. which started January
1990 "A branch has 1o becofme
profitable within three years of
operation or close down.” she
explained

As a commercial bank, the
First Women Bank also under-
takes such banking activities as
deposit taking capital market
operations and international
banking. 1t hopes 1o identify
and develop markets for the
products of women entre-

preneurs. both natior and
interna tonally — De

was in Bangkok recently.
As we (a Thai friend met
me at the airport] were
driving from Don M to my
hotel, he epologised the
‘horrendous vehicular conges-
tion on the road that reduced
our travelling time from a fast
850 kph to something like a
turtle's pace.

No need to worry, | told
him. does not have a
monopoly of bumper-to-
bumper traffic. Everywhere
one goes in this world— either
west of the moon or east of the
sun, from Europe to America
to Down Under—roads, streets
and autobahns are bursting at
the seams with cars, trucks,
mopeds and humanity.

My companion in the car
nodded knowingly.

Indeed, Bangkok's traffic
jams are no different from
those in Manila. Taipel.
Hongkong and other cities in
South Asia, except that they
are more frightening.

One has only to ride in a
Bangkok taxi to understand
why local drivers are not called
"Kamikaze" pilots for nothing.

Road congestion appears to
be the common problem ol ur-
ban areas in Asia. Tokyo, for all
its sophisticated road decon-
| gestion systems. hasn't man-
aged even to unsnar] its almost
unbearabie traffic snafus.

Ditto for Manila. Singapore
::. o a lesser extent, Jakarta

Kuala Lumpur.

takarta, however, has a big.
little problem: like Manila_ it
has more mopeds, tricycles
and rickshaws than even the

ASIAN

CITIES

MIRED IN
I'RAFFIC

widest avenues could accom-
modate )

Such intolerable road con-
gestions have prompted gov-
ernments from the Philippines
to Indonesia to go into mass
transit systems. Likewise,
many megacities like Calcutta.
Tokyo and Hongkong. because
of space limitation, have

ushed upward from street
evel or downward bcelow
ground to set up light railway
systems, similar to the "Els” in
New York City and subways in
England, France and the Sovict
Union. And ‘all because their
road networks — and booming
populations — have made
commuting for both motorists
and pedestrians almost un-
bearable.

Already, Manila has ({ts
"LRT". (light railway transit)
which carries up to half a mil-
lion people a day from a point
north of the capital to a termi-
nal in the south 15 kilometres
away. Now on the drawing
board is another similar "LRT",
this time traversing a route
from east to west. ‘

According to the Economic
and Social Survey of Asia and

the Pactfic, 1990, currently 18
citics in the region have urban
mass transit railways. Hall of
them are inJapan.

During the past five years.
urban mass transit railways
have been built in Calcutta.
Seoul and Singapore. Within
two years of operation, 810
million passenger trips per
year were recorded in Seoul.
In Singapore. the number of
passenger trips per day more
than doubled to about 460,000
within the first year of the
railway's operation.

Mass transit railways are
currently under construction
in Gu u. Shanghai, Delhi
and Tehran. and a light railway

is under construction in Kuala _

Luampur.
In Bangkok. contracts are

- being awarded for construction

of a mass transit railway:. The
previous Thai cabinet has ap-
proved another project to ele-

vate 60 kms of existing urban -

raflway track.

Projects likely to get under
way during the next five yecars
arc a mass transit railway for
Madras and a light railway for

Korean Women Under
Social Insecurity

URRENT welfare laws

for women in South Ko-
' rea pursue the national
goal, adopted at the onset of
the decade, of establishing a
comprehensive welfare system
for the citizenry.

However, they also bar the
a‘ta'awment of gendér equality
by strengthening the tradi-
tHonal division o1 labhour be-
twe :n the sexes

The laws are based on the
assumption that men are the
ones who support their zmi-
lies, while women — who work
at home and take care of the
children without formal remu-
neration — are their economic
dependents.

Ignored by the laws is the
reality that there are such new
family types as those hecded by
divorced and single peopie and
even working couples.

. These are the findings of
research made by the Ko.ean
Women's Development
Institute (KWDI), a non-gov-
ernmental agency set up by the
government to aid policymak-
ing and p me formula-
tion through rescarch and

consultation.

KWDI examined laws on nn-_

tional pension, medical insur-
ance, workers' compensation
insurance, livelihood protec-
tion, mother and child protec-
ton, mother and child health,
children's welfare, prohibition
of prostitution, equal employ-
ment opportunity and family
and tax.

According to the National
Pension Law, women ‘wvho leave
their jobs after getting married
.are not paid pensions directly
but are subject to payment
from their husband's pension
programme. Thus, marriec
working women do not get a
pension if they are not in-
cluded in the husband's pen-
sion programme. Widows and
divorced women are not cov-

ered.
' Te be insured under the
Medical Insurance Law,

women must belong to a low-
income group &nd do not have
independent means of liveli-
hood. Widows under 55 are el-
igible for insurance, while
widowers of like age are not —
again an indication that women

Mass transit facilities, how-
ever, remain inadequate in the
region,. which has contributed
to increased reliance on indi-
vidual passenger cars.

On 17 countries for which
data were available, China ex-
perienced Lhe fastest growth
in the total number of road ve-
hiclcs registered during 1983-
1989, followed by the Republic
of Korea, India and Thailand

Motorcyeles, including
moupeds and three-wheelers,
comprise more than 50 per
cent of the registered motor
vehicle fleets of a majority of
developing ~Asian countrics.
Thailand has the highest per-
centlage | 75 per cent

Passenger cars com)rise a
relatively small share, typically
in the range of 15-20 per cent
of vehicle fleets in the regio..
except in countries or areas of
high per capita income —
Australia, Hongkong. Japan.
New Zealand, the Republic of
Korea and Singapore.

Nevertheless, like in
Bangkok, the low percentage
of care in Asian $ as com-
pared with those in the Wezt
doesn’t in any way lessen the
congestion or traffic snarls.

In fact. the great number of
big trucks. buses and mopeds.
plus their comparative slow-
footedness. even compound
the problem.

It is no

wonder that

Bangkok's taxi drivers make up

in speed and recklessness the

valuable time lost hopelessly

mired in traffic
— by Arjuna (Depthnews)

are generally consiiered eco-
no:aicaily inactive.

Thus welfare !iws neglect
the economic co:..ribution of
women and their s:lf-reliant
and decision-mak ng skills,
stressed KWil.

What is highlighted instead
is the responsibility, tradfuon-
ally assigned to women, of car-
ing for the children and the
elderly.

The reason for giving pref-
erential treatment to families
with widowed mothers is that
it is difficult for women 1o be
employed under the current
employment system which
puts women at a disadvantage.

What the law does, how-
ever, is to condone a sysiem
that puts women at > disadvan-
tage and prevents ithem from
gaining the economic inde-
pendence that f{s rightly
theirs, KWDI points out. '

Social security should en-
able human beings — women
and men alike — to enjoy de-
cent lives. But this should be
based on equality as mandated
by the Constitution, it adds.

One bright spot is that the

Korean government has shown
receptivity to the cause of
equal rights for the sexes and
promotion of women’s welfare.

For the Seventh Plan, gov-
ernment planner have tapped
KWDI to prepare the section
and map out policies focusing
on skills development and

realisation of equal rights.

For the job, KWDI set up an
18-member planning commit-
tee jointly chaired by KWDI
vice president Kim Jung-ja and
Kim hee-up. director of the
Family Welfare Burecau of the
Ministry of Health and Social

Aflairs.

licies to k= ar-
ticulated are eradicating
discriminatory employment
practices and promoting
women's employment, voca-
tional training, education and
on-the-job training, the health
of mothers and children, social
participation and international

exchanges.

Among the

Changing Tea on

by Geoff Tansley

ARMERS around the
world are increasingly
going to have Lo
what the cconomically
| want.

Already, the rich world's
food imporiers and processors
inflluence farmers' priorities,
and the trend is going lo in:
crease il the 7th International
Food and Drink Exhibition
which ended here recently is
any guide.

Some 1,400 exhibitors from
over 30 countries, including
many Caribbean countries,
Colombia, Chile, India, Turkcy,
Tuntsia and Abu Dhabi as wcll
as mosal European Community

| countries, Poland and IHungary,

made this Lhe biggest food [air
in Britain Lo date.

Over 40,000 visilors grazed
their way around the stands,
sampling everything [rom
smoked alligator to cheddar
cheese-coaled popcorn, exolic
fruit juices lo Turkish wines,
frozen yoghurt to French pas-
tries and chocolates.

(This all took place in the
same weck as the Save The
Children Fund launched ils
appeal 1o the British peopic Lo
skip a lunch and donate the

to help starving people
in Alfrica.)

Today's food system scems
to be about developing a global
farm, and a food indusiry lo
serve Lthe economically power-
ful. Hungry people necd not

Take, for example, two
companics which have similar
namcs and scll the same prod-
uct — lea.

For Mr A Hl Shah, a vice
president of Premier Exporis’
tca division in Culculta, selling
tea came about almost by acci-
denl. A few years ago some
Japancse clients asked him,
when he was selling machinc
parts, why he didn't export
good lca. Why not indeed? he
asked himsell. So he re-
scarched it and started scnd-
ing samples,

Now, his company phr;dhuccu
a range of gilt packs w arc
shrink-wrapped to kecp the
flavour in. Their Darjecling.

Assam and Nilgri teas have
won them the Chefs' of
Amcricnuﬁuld medal and
orders totalling over $1.3 from
Japan, the US and Germany so
far. .

Mr Shah fs at the exhibition
looking for orders and a dis-
tributor. He offers what arc
called speciality teas. The total
UK tea markel is worth $963
million and speciality leas ac-
count for about five per cent ol
this. It is a malure markct
where consumption is falling —
down from just over
20z / person/week in 1980 o
about 1.50z/person/weck In
1990,

"We are trying Lo move il

== Depthnews I from a commodity markct and

bring interest and addcd value
into the markct,” says John
Tugman of the UKs Promicr
Teas. Premicr are promoling
new “extra fresh”™ tea aimed (o
shake up a market which is B0
pcr cent dominaled by lca
bags.

When their rescarch
showed Lhal Lea loses [lavour
and f[reshness in shipment
from the developing country
estates: to Britain's blending
and packaging houscs, thuy
saw a markol opporiunily.

By installing vacuum pack-

Rich Man';_Table

They caun afford Lhe TV ad-
vertising and 10-cup samphk
drops W homes throughout the
country, and 1o wail for a two
year payback, unlike Mr Shah »
Premicr Exports, with its 34
stall in Calculla, who ncoed
somconc Lo distribute their Wa
into a muarket niche:

Other niches are nol being
neglecied, with. Premicr Teas
being the first in Dritain lo
launch an organically-grown
Tanzanian tca, undcer ils up:
markdét Ridgeway label.

It scems, talking to industry

Presently, there arc three pro-
jects in Turkey, with hazel-
nuls, apricots, figs, raisins and
colton, c¢cmploying (wo local
agricultural enginecrs.

In Eastern Europce, major
changes in the agricultural and
trading system arc undcrway.
In Poland, protecting farmcrs
poscs a dilemma as (L may go
agiinslt consumers’ inlcresls,
says Zdzislaw Mroz, chicl of
the marketing department ol
AGROS, the main agricultural
import/export organisation, -

scif facing competition.
= S—

Tea for mlord? Shrink-wrapped? Or organically grown? There is no shortage
of demand for food, bul increasingly the world’'s farmers will have (o pay

allention Lo

pleasing the palates of the world's rich nations, where it's not

Jjust food that's wanted. butl designer-food. It may not do much for the millions

who are starving bul. as Gemini News Service reports, "value-added” food is

increasingly the way (o go.

ing machines in an Indian and
a Kenyan cstale, shipping the
30-40kg tca bricks to Dritain,
then blending and packing it
in a nitrogen-flushed con-
sumer pack within four hours
of opening the bricks. thcy
have produced what they say is
a [resher tea bag.

And since they own scweral
household brand names Lhey
have been able lo give it a
muli-million dollar launch as
"Typhoo cxtra fresh”™. Il cosls
more, of course, than ordinary
lea bags bul promises a fresher
lca. Il also gives higher mar:
gins o the retlailer, and
Premicr pay a higher price -lo
Lhe eslales which, says John
Tugman, Should benelit the
pickers.

e
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peoupic at the food exhibition,
that Bnush consumers are go-
ing for more sophisticaicd and
cxpensive products.

The growth in demand for
organically-grown products,
estimated at $344 million in
the UK in 1991, is an oppor-
tunity for developing country
supplicrs, belicves Bill llenry,
a dircctor of Community Foods.
Ilis company imports and ex-
poris 830 million of ordinary
and organically-grown com-
modities, supplying Lthe UK
and European markcts.

The work with 4-5 firms in
other European countries in
the Good

Food Foundalion, which
gives practical help to farmers
lo produce organically.

iii#(’.bil"

TEABAGS |
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Designer food: only for the wealthy

creising due dilf

They can import many bet-
ler quality products more
cheaply than local famicrs can
produce. But to improve local
production needs capital and
they only have stale capital in a
devaluing currency.

lHlowever, he and other
traders wanl more say in how
the foods they buy are pro-
duced — nol simply those for
the organic market. This is
partly rclaled Lo the new UK
food salcty act which makes
supphliers responsible for ex-
genee in en-
suring thal the food they sup-
ply is sal.

GEOFF TANSLEY is a [ree
lance journalist specialising in
developmenl issues
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