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Bangladesh are
linked to this
been causing a great
harm to the general
tion as well. liealth

indirectly
It has

deal of
k-

science has not yet been en-
able to ind a cure for thesc
aflments, and that worsens Lhe
situation. The ozone depletion
In the upper stralosphere is
also posing a grim pecl
since il plays a vital role In
causing skin cancer and ma-

tumours. Cancer still
15, as fl was before, the deadli-
est scourge for making, and so
we musl do cverything signifi-

cantly possible to prevent it
This implics that we must take

drastic mwasures to control
; l‘bﬂuunn has been a

erisis in the modern world,
and the rcason for it still pos-
ing a thrcal is that nothing ef-
fective has been done to pre-
vent it. The constant emission
of harmful gases [rom combus-
tion cnginces In vchicles are
not only just causing hcalth
complication to the pedestri-
ans, bul 1o all of us breathing

B2 En

the air.

As a resull, everyonce
ends up inhaiing a hungfull ol
these poisonous gascs.
Secondly, these gases arc
slowly forming a layer which is
trapping meoast of the earth s
heat are going to causc a
sharp ﬁl’lpﬂ‘ﬂ. ure rise ol
about F ‘n the nost sixly
years. This raay scem to be w
minor increase, but it has al
ready had adverse effects on
the environment. Milllons ol
acres of productive arable land
have been turned to descris in
the process. This is what has
happened in most parts ol
Africa. Yet we still do not un-
derstand that if this gocs on,
our planet will meet just the
same [ate as of Venus — the

nearcs! (o earth with an
atmosp here ol mainly carbon
dioxide and sulphur dioxide,
not allowing the flourishing ol

ke,
Water crisis

Another of our main criscs
is the shorts ¢ of purc drink-
ing water. Waler is one ol our
most preciouvs resources and
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Deluge but not drowned

by Mashruk Zahid
without it the susienance ol

lie on this planet is unthink-
able. A recent reveals
that a shoeking of the

population of Bangladesh got
drinking walcur.
Moreover, due 0 an Increasod
rate of pollution and exoessive
deforestation, the su ol
watcer is drast and
s becoming soarce. The prob-
lem cannot be fally solved just
by conscrving waler. Avcording
ta the Uniled Nation, 40,000
children die - of diar-
rhoeca and olher na,
all profoundy related W0 the
waler crisis. The rcason for
this is that the waler which is
availablc o th» is wusu-
ally contaminiled and cxposcs
those who drnk it, mostly the
young oncs, o the deadly dis-
cascs. An inuncdiate answur W
this prublem, may sound illog-
ical, but a solation mwst be
found out. One of the solutions
is to ben the contaminants, but
even this has not been very ¢f-
lective so far.

Primary producers

In an ccosysicem the phants

They dorne. el RIHNOHE
photosysihesis, wilizing envi-

rennrntal raw matcrials such
as light, waler, carbon-dioxide
and niincrals. These clements
are then recyeled back to the
almesphere by other natural
nwans. Hewever, the balancy
of nature s being hampercd
globally by deforestation and
soll erosion. One of the clffecis

s Lhe ol rise In lem-
:-:uung Groenhouse of-

from the polar rcgions and
causing a rise in the sca-lewcl.
The result of this will be dev-
aslaling o counirics like the
Maldives and Bangladesh
whore a massive chunk of land
will be submerged under wa-

er. T

Government action

The government is well
awarc of the preseni situation
and should take all the ncecs:
sary sicps to prevent pollution
and deforestation. Yet illilcralc
puople, who consist 67% of
the total population of
Bangladesh secm 1o have

turned a blind eyc o our
pight. This is mainly because

. thw poor people dopend on Lthe

environmenl for their living.
They burn harmiul and poten-
tully dangerous substances in
opun fires and we cannot even
ask them to lake up the alicr-
nattive of using exponsive un-
polluting mtcnur: All cars
and other wehicles give oul
carbuon monoxide and sulphur-
dioxide and traces of lcad
oxidc which are all very harm-
ful and liritating o the cyes
and skin. Thesc gascs have
been the eause of various Jlung
complications and cven bring
aboul a conditlon
in the brain. But the car own-
¢rs secm 10 do nothing lo pre-
vent the emission by fitting
proper cequipment to their
cirs 50 as o siop Lhis deadly
contaniination. Thoir action
may @t first seem justified, for
it would require a of moncy.
But it s not just the moncy bult
all our bves that arc al slake

here, Of course, the tuchiology |

is also very casontial. We are a
natton and scicintifically
quitc backward

A K. M. Mohsin
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EGISLATION being in-
troduced in Ausiralia
will hand over BO per
cent of the remaining forests
— or everything not protected
in reserves and national parks
~ to large-scale commercial
logging and pulping
So-called Resource Security
laws will open up vast tracts of
public land. Environmentalists
fcar this means the govern-
ment has abandoned the

ustralian Legislation Puts
Forests in New Danger

by Damien Lewis
to be paid to the timber indus-

iry if forest area is L0 be
in future,
The Labeor governmacni

came 0 powcr in 1983 pa

through its pledge to :.'.’-'
Federal powers o slop Lhe
Franklin Dara flooding parts
vast tracts of Tasnmnian orest

thtm.T'l'ﬁhhMm‘lh-
asirous eflect on Uhe rare and
rich wildlife inhabiting Aust:

And, as in the Lropics, the
destruction is driven by the
decmands of the rich nations
Jor raw materials Forcsis are
mincd, chiefly by Japanese
multinational companics. and
Umber is exporicd cither as
raw logs or wood-chips.

While the industnalised countries cry fous over destruction of the rainforests, they seem
incapable of saving their own. Australia is introducing legisiation condemning many of its
rainforests and temperate forest 1o oblivion.

i

strong commilment of envi-
ronmental issucs which helped
bring P’rime Minisjier Bob
Hawke's Labor government lo
power in the early Eighties.

Resource Security — or
‘resource ro " as tLhe
Australian Wilderness Society
and the Australian Conse-
rvation Foundation call it —
was first mooted by the gov-
ernment in March 19891 in re-
sponse o a flerce campaign by
the timber industry.

The government proposed
legislation guaranteeing "Hes-
ource Sccurity for major New
Indusirial Wood Processing

is.” Under it, any
involving SA100 millon of
invesiment and aiming to
increasc cxports or replace
imporis would be guaraniced
access o lorests.

In Ausiralia 20,000 hec-
tares of forest are cleared for
export cach year, either as
wood -chips or timber. Thought
Austrulia su tropical and
sublropical forests, its lemper-
ate jorcesls are now the most
common. These range from
the tall forcals — Karri and
Jarrah — in West Australia to
the temperale rainforests of
Tasnuuiba.

Al present, 88 cent of
Australian forest is not pro-
tecied as natonal parks or re-
serves. Under Resource Sec-
urity, these forests will be:
come “permanent production
zones.” The government's own
Green lcgislation, lke Lhe
Environment Prolection Act,
will be largely emasculated,
while ‘ompensation will have

World Herilage arecas —
Franklin River, Daintrec Wel
Tropics and Kakadu National
Park — were created.

Yet Hawke is now being ac-
cused of turning his back on
the environment. In an at-
tempt to distance himsell from
recent environmental contro:
versics, he has launched a
"New Federalism,” which will
sced most cof the power on
environmental decision-mak-
ing to state authoritics.

Resource fecurity directly
coniradicts Hawke's pasi envi-
ronmental aims. In the lale
Eighties, the Resource Asscs-
sment Commrission [(RAC) was
sct up to examine all natural
resources disputes. The dralt
RAC report concludes that....
over culting, not the inclusion

of prod areas in national
parks iis) main causc of
the dwindling supply of

hardwood logs. Lhe inquiry can

arcas of forest have beon
managed on a sustained yh k)
"Despite years of doco
menlod abuse of these forusts,”
says Shelley Bratthwalie, of
London Rainforest Aclion
Group, “the government is ro
warding the same multina-
tional timber companics by
providing guaraniced access to
the last old growth forest”.

The environmenial de-
slruction caused by clearfclling
Ausirulta’s forests Is similar to
ouging In tropical rainforcsts.
Soil erosion, river siltation,
wild firs and massive green:
housc gas (CO2) cnussions arc

The battle over Resource
Sccurity has now been well
and Lruly joined. In December,
the Tasmanian Labor govern-
menl was forced by Tasmania's
Greena, who hold the halance
of power in the region, the
abandon Hesouree Sccurity.

Labor's propesals — o legis-
laic over one midllion hoectares
of forest as a “pcrmancnt pro-
duction zone”™ — would have
ermibraced all foresis not pre-
lecied as Nalional Parks or
World Herflage arcas.

Through new lechnigques
like cable logging. which en-
ablcs clear-Ielling om ex-
trumely stecp slopes, such
world famous arcas as the
Picton Valley, the Torkine
Wilderness and the Great
Weslern Tiers would have been
logged.

Tasmanian OCreens can
clatm a momentary viclory. But
the battle over the nalive
forests of Ausiralia is only just
beginning. Likewise, in the
Untted States, Canada, Finland
and [tussia, coviponmenlilists
and ordinary citizens alike are

fighting 10 save the remaining
forests,

Al the United Nalions Con-
[cremee on Environment and
Divclopnent [UNCED) or the
Earth Summit in Rio de
Janciro puxt June Lhe survival
ol our forcsls will be decided.,

As the world preparcs for it
both Nurth and South necd 1o
recognisce Lhoeir responsibilitics
lo prescrve Lhe planet, —
(GEMINI NEWS)

Marketing whiz turns

Focus on green cause

IBEKE Skat Rordam is
living "green” these
~ days.

make

t to buy recycled pa-
per. | buy shampoos that
hair and
harm the environment.

~

don’
don'

by Lita Consignado-Lee

changes in lifestyle, less wasic
and more rship among
peoples and nations, there is
no way this projected number
can be supported by the cnvi-
ronment, the "Caring for Lhe
Earth' document points out.
Her work has taken Ms
Rordam to various Asian coun-
tries iike the Philippincs
(where she was a recent visi-
lor) and Aust.alia 1o coordinaic
with 28 WWF alfliliates and na-
tional organisations. She helps
strengthen their management

structures and makcs surc that

dircctors,” she says,

Even from where she sils,
the WWF exccutive still feels
that women managers are not
regarded by the men as their
cqual. "Women hgve Lo be bet-
ter than men o achicve, to be
respected. They have o work
harder. Conditions arc chang-
ing but it will take long, prob-
ably one or two gcncrations
more, for women Lo be ac-
cepled as men's oqual.”

Ms Rordam first scrved the
nature organisation as sccre-

Women are key players in nature conserva-

tion because they educate their ckildren and
thus the next generation

"For a couple of years now |
have been patronising storcs

now. | put out lights not
needed and heat our house
less.”

Ms Rordam’s involvement is
not just on the domestic front.
she is the WWF's director for
regional support, and is tasked
to see lo it that people take
steps o safeguard the envi-
ronment while they work to
improve the quality of life.

The "Caring for the Earth”
stratiegy which Ms Rordam
espouses is a follow-up to the
World Conservation Strategy of
1980 launched by the IUCN-
World Conservation Union, the
United Nations Environment
Programme and the WWF. It
sets forth nine general princi-
ples for sustainable develop-
ment and, in an action pro

gramme, lfsts 130 things
communitics can do towards
this goal

In the last 200 years the
planet has lost six million
kilometrcs of forests.

Sofl erosion pours three times
as much silt inlo the world's
great rivers as it did a century

ago. Since the mid-18th cen-
.m.&t::;mntmlbn of car-

in the atmospherc
— spewed by quman activily —
has increased by 27 per cent,
seriously alfecting climale.
Chemicals produced by indus-
try have damaged parts of the

layer which shields lifc

ozone
Jrom the sun's ultraviolet radi-
ation.
. Humans continue to press
the Earth's ecosystem lo their
limits as world population is

:ﬂﬂupr:mlﬁ.aw

~Uniless there are major

profeccis get ‘mplemented as
planned.

Women, says Mr Rordam,
arc kecy players in the WWF
strategy because they educate
their children and in doing so,
likewise influence the nexi
gcneration.

"Form my travels, | kiiow
that women are fully ware thicy
have to saleguard the environ-
ment for their children to have
a decent quality of life,” she

says.

Among the women-initiated
projects she has sccn, Ms
Rordam finds the Greenbelt
Movement in Kenya most im-
pressive, because it is simple
and casily understood. The
project is implementcd by
women and children who arc
required to plant two trees —
one for shchier and shade
which should not be cut, the
other for daily needs such as
firewood.

She point out other ways in
which women can work for the
environment. "They can vote
for or support politicians who
cspouse environmcent pro-
grammes. They can influence
companies lo produce more
environment-friendly products

by endorsing such products to
kin and frlends.”

She concedes though that
arc deterrcnis to women's
morce active parlicipation in
such concerns. "Women have

o hurdle basic problcms re-

ccss as the menfolk to em-
ployment opportunities and
resources.

Being the first woman to
hold a high post at the¢ WWF,
Ms Rordam spcaks from expe-
ricnce. "WWF uscd Lo have
only men holding the posts of

tary general of WWE Denmark.
"Even in a Scandinavian coun-
try which is supposcd to be
very liberated, 1t is very special
for a woman to hold an cxccu-
tive post. Back thcen when |
wenl o to mectings, Lhe men
would loock at mc, probably
wondering what | was doing
there. Some shrugged their
shoulders as if 1o say, ‘at least
she won't do any harm'.”

Despite the odds, Ms
Rordam had scven [ruitful
years with WWF Denmark afler
which she¢ was recruited Lo
Switzerland because of her
marketing background. "The
WWF people were awarce that

. non-profit organisations (like

WWF) should be run like any

ether business lo cnsure suc-

cess,” she says.

Ms Rordam has fully dis-
playcd her murkeling acumen
whilc she was promoltions di-
rector for Tupperware, maker
of plastic houscwarces. The
company had a marketing pool
of 6,000 — 99 pecr cent of
them women. Although they
were nol regular employees,
says Ms [lordam, "they were
compleicly motivated to work
hard."

But the shift from a profit
oricnted company to WWF is
for her a most welcome
change. "My job now is ex-
tremely interesting. Nature
conscrvation and cnvironmen-
tal issucs arc complex because
they Interlink with social as
well as cconomic and devel-
opment issucs. | learn new
things all the time and the
more | know, the more crucial
it becomes that we should do
something lo preserve nature.”

— {Dcpthnews Asia)
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Tis the year 2030. The
carth is the warmest it has
been in Lhe past 120 000
years. The oceans have been
growing since the late 1900s,
expanding with the change in
temperature and the melting
of the polar ice caps. The land
has shrunk. ligh seas and
storms pcnetrate further in-
land. Wel arcas are wetler, dry
arcas dricr. The one-melre
sea-level risc has [loodced
Ba csh, threatening the
lives of 10 million people. The
Maldives arc in danger ol dis-
appcaring completely. In
Mauritius, towns and airports
arc conlinually [flooded,
aquifers arv conlaminated by
salt waler. Governments
around the world rush through
new legislation to deal with
what could possibly be the
greatest swell of refugees since
the Second World War.
The environmental refugee,
a new, sad calcgory ol the dis-
tressed and displaced, is born.
The c¢nvironmental catas-
trophe just described is global
warming — caused by emis-
sions ol carbon dioxide., chlo-
rofluorocarbons, mcthane and
other ’'greenhouse' gascs.
Scienlists estimate that a rise
of around 2.2 degrees centi-
grade {s cxpectled by the mid-
dle of the next century. It does
not scem much, but previous
climate changes have taken
tens ol thousands of ycars.

o -]
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Now, the cha is occurring
with [rightening speed, fasler
than the rate at which  plinis
and animals can adapt.

The Inter-governmuental
Panel on Climate Changy,
which is working towards an
international policy on climalc
change, cstimates that 300
million pecople would be a{
fected by a onc-metre rise in
sca level as islands and coastal
regions arce flooded.

But long before that, chang:
ing rainfall paltcrms will aflect
crops. In Alrica, crosion and
descertification and a popula-
tion cxplosion have scen the
food produced for cach African
fall by 20 pcr cent since the
1960s. Glubally, food produec-
tion is also flalling bchind
population growth,

Global warming, howcever, is
only part ol the sccnario. Even
today, we have alrcady wit-
nessed a Lhird of the world's
land surface turn o sand, as
soil is over-used and eroded.
The Worldwatch Institute es-
timales that the yearly topsoil
loss is 25 billion 1ons —
roughly the amount that cov-
ers Ausiralia’'s wheat lands.

The rate of destruction of
tropical forests is aboul Lhe
equivalent of one football ficid
per sceond [or 21.5 hectlares a
minutce). The burning of forests
introducces milllons of lons ol
grecnhouse gasces and pollu-
tants into the air. Increasingly

by David S. Lazarus

scicnlists blanw descriilwvation
and dclorestation for the
worscning of droughls and

Noods,

Environmental destruction
is thus alrcady a salient causc
of the refugee problems: In the
llorn of  Alrica, drought,
famine, floods, persccution,
war and civil conllict have

Throughout  history,
strangers have gathered
at the door of nations —
refugees from political
persecution. But with
mounting evidence of a
global environmental

disaster that has already

begun, a new category of
refugees must be con-

sidered — the environ-
mental refugee.

brought the refugee population
in Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia
and Sudah o two million,
many of whom have lived as
rcfugees for many ycars. In
1985 journalists inlcrviewing
rcflugees in camps along the
Sudancse border concluded
that the refugees had fMed
drought, not conflicl.

From 1969 (o 1973, in the
Sahcl region of West Alrica,
drought and the severe famine

that accompanied it ercated

mor¢ than one million
B Ll G

New Strangers at.the Door

onmental Retugees

refugees. The Ethiopian
Governnient concluded then
that ‘the primary source of
lamine was nol a drought of
unprecedented severfty, bul a
combination ol bad land usc
and stcadily increasing human
and slock populations ovcer
decades.” 1L is chilling lo nole
that today 90 000 squarce km
ol Ethiopian farmland is losing
one billlon tons of soil per year
duc lo crosion.

As long as dcnsc popula-
tions inhabit the world's indus-
Lrial zoncs, the potential for
more cnvironmental refugees
fleving from contaminaled air,
l[ood and waler will exisl.
Chernobyl, Dhopal and Scveso
in ltaly, were industrial acci-
dents that forced people Lo
move [rom the vicinily of the
disaster. Some of the dis
people have still not gone
home indeed never will: their
lives have been shatlered, fore-
ing them to rebulld as best
they can.

As Lhe world's population
will al lcast double in the next
century, the people most vul-
ncrable to environmental
calastrophe may have nowhere
to go. Alrcady, a UN report
predicls thal, by the year
2000, 77 per cent of Latin
Amcrica’'s populalion, 41 per
cent of Alrica’s and 35 percent
of Asia’s will bc urbanized. The
pressure on citics is already
greal, crealing slums and over
crowded unsanitary conditions.
The urban sprawl will also use
up arable crop land.

An le of urban degra-
dation be found In Haiti,
which suffers from Lthe world's

worsl crosion, where declining
land productivity has sent
many people into |laiti's capi-
tal city, The population of Port-
au-Prince has doubled in the
rul 10 ycars, and hall a mil-
ljon people live in crowded
slums. In addition, one sixth of
the population (one million
pcople) fled to the United
Stales where they sought asy-
lum. Many of them fled in
boals, emulating the hapless
Victnamese boal people’.
While political considera-
tions were paramwunt in the
scarch by the Viclnamese for a
ncw home, there was another
pressing rcason that led to
their exodus. The massive

::::‘I;Har:! th’ndd{:tl}t"';mﬁiﬂ n "tﬂ

their forests during the war,
made the Jand barren and the
people sick.

A 1985 UNEP report on

environmental refugees con-
cluded that a study of the in-
land forests of South Vietnam
cstablished that the wartime
herbicidal damage of morc
than a decade ago was still
much in evidence,

Nuclecar weapons testing in
the Pacific has also force peo-
ple out of the small islands and
atolls, as high radiation levels
threaten their habitat. The
conflict in El Salvador, con-
cludes the US Agency for
International Development, is
the causc of 'fundamental envi-
ronmental as well as political
problems stemming from re-
source distribution in an over-
crowded land..... almost com-
plele dclorestation, massive
soil erosion and loss of fertil-
ity, siltation threatening hy-
dro-power developments, and
the large scale extinction of
flora and fauna.’

Peoplc are secking refuge
not only because of war and/or
perseculion — environmental
degradation is also a reason for
the exodus. But, as yet, they do
nol come under the purview of
the UN 1951 Convention on
the Status of Refugees and its
1967 Protocol. Nor do eco-
nomic reflugees, people scck-
ing a better quality of life
which they are denfed in their
own country because of colour,
race, creed or political belicl.
But economies fail or collapse
due Lo mismanagemgnt ol re-
sources, both natural and hu-
man, and because often politi-
cal decisions are made without
people in mind.

The 1951 Convention, as
amendcd by the 1967
Protocol, in widelys recognized
by the international commu-
nity. In a nutshell it defines
the term ‘refugee’ as any per-
son who ‘owing to a well
founded fear of persecution for
reasons of race, religion, na-
tionality or political opinion, is
outside the country of his na-
tionality and is unable, owing
to such fear.... to avail himsell
of the protection of that coun-

The original 195] defini-
tion was designed to address
the plight of refugees in a
posi-war Europe. In 1967,
confronled with a new refugcee
situation and a different
geopolitical order, the new UN
guidelines now consider peo-

ple from any time and any

pliw-e.

— [Onar Mkiiwct)



