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A Stark Choice

Violence, In any sphere of society and under
whatever excuse, is a nable. Butl the violence
which is threatening to throttle the education of
;t“gsuw influence the easilv impressionable

in

most deviant of wayr. is perhaps the
most objectionable of the lot.

Take the on the campus last Thursday.
There is little doubt In the public mind that
Maniruzzaman Badal was the victim of a fratricidal
conflict within the student of the opposition
Awami . Leader of the Opposition, Sheikh
Hasina, who was add a flunction a stone's
throw away from the spot where Badal was

down, had a brutal reality exposed to her.
violence that can be used against opponents
can also turn inwards and threaten to tear her
own party and her credibility as a responsible na-
leader apart.

That truth is applicable not uniﬁ to Sheikh
Hasina alone. The srudenl wing of the governing
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) is far from
averse (o the use of firearms in the pursuit of
their sectional interest. Prime Minister Khaleda
Zla too is aware of the threat that infighting
within her student wing and the use of terror
methods pose to her authority as head of the
nt. In a nutshell, both the leaders are
on identical boats, with th» watching mul-
titude not quite sure which hands are really on
the helms.

As Incidents upon incidents in the past have
beyond a shadow of a doubt, the issue or
lem is not the indtviduals involved In terror-
. but the practice of armec politics itself.
There is every chance that Shekh Hasina may
take some drastic action against those responsi-
ble for Thursday's violence, much the same way
Khaleda Zia lled a number of stalwarts from
the BNP's student front nol so long ago.
Expulsions have become, for some curious rea-
sons, a favourite demand amo liticlans, who
seem to pretend that if a handful of hooligans
were Lhrown out of a particular party, then every-
thing would suddenly become what we wanted
them to be all these years.

This, unfortunately, is nothing but a
pipedream. The brutal fact is simply this: mus-
clemen and arms-bearers thrive inside political
parties not because they are psvchopathic indi-
viduals, but because the politicians themselves,
for a variety of reasons, often consider it neces-
sary to patronise such elements and tactics.

Expelling a dozen would merely allow
another dozen to move up the party ladder, under
the patronisation of a leader on the
ascendancy.

Use of street power during the anti-Ershad
movement, with heavy reliance or the daring and
the desperate, was considered z necessary evil
because the regime had not lefl open any ?cmu*
cratic avenues [or protlest. Bul times have
changed, and use of musclepower can no longer
be regarded as a bonafide tactics in the politics of
this country,

Time, however, has not run out (o put the situ-
ation mm:. Both the leading parties should now
accept that the practice of keeping armed cadres
is destroying all prospects for the growth of
healthy politics in this country. That cannot be
what the parties themselves desire. because |if
democracy cannot flourish then politics, of the

kind they claim to preach, cannot survive either.
It is a stark choice between democracy and anar-
chy. The answer does not lie in the expulsion of a
few goons, but the utter disavowal of arms. and
the refusal by all parties to grant political shelter
to all those who may wish to continue in the old
ways. The decision to throw the philosophy as
well as personnel of violence onto the

rubbish heap has to be unequivocal and
irreversible.

US Navy in Singapore

It 1s good for the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) that the differences
within the six-nation alliance over Si apore's
agreement with Washington to have the US navy
use the [acilities in the city republic have been
resolved. It is now clear that far from setting up a
full-fledged base in Singapore, only a part of the
US naval force, now using the Subic Bay in the
Philippines, will be using the ultra-modern facili-
ties in the island state for repairs and renovation.
Whether the people. especially the media, will
describe the area where US ships will be berthed
for repairs as a "base” remains to be seen. At the
momernt, Snuzlgapﬂrt's riners in ASEAN, that is,
M , Indonesia, Thailand and Brunei, are as-
sured that the US navy is not finding a new home

in Singapore, after leaving the Philippines by the
end of this year. o8 2 =

Not surprisingly, at the initial st
reservations over the Singapore-Washington
agreement came from Kuala Lumpur. After all. it
was the initiative of Malaysia that, in 1971, led to
the singing of an accord among the then five-
member alliance, declaring ASEAN as a "zone of
peace and neutrality.” This kind of declaration is
open to many inierpretations. However. the Kuala
Lumpur Declaration of 1971 would have lost a
good deal of its meaning had one of the members

"of the u had offered a milit base t
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Again, to vary degrees, both Malaysia and
Indonesia, two of the closest neighbours of
Singapore, are anything but comfortable with the
acquisition of the latest weapons by the city re-

ublic. The understanding reached between

ingapore and Washingion only added a new di-
mension to the shared concern of Jakarta and

Kuala Lumpur.

While we do not question the t — or per-
haps even the need — of Stngaporl:g{]u offer aupt;c
limited facilities to the US navy, we cannot help
wondering if the ASEAN is adjusting itself to the
post-cold war era. There is no set course for any
country, or a member of ASEAN. to follow in the
new climate prevailing in the world today.
However, there is little doubt that the course
does not lie through rising defence budgets
or increased involvement In new mill ary
arrangements. Let us hope all members
of the alliance will start seeing the situation

Eﬂt: this perspective, sooner rather than
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the ideal
time for all sorts of earth-
work, has arrived already, but
decisions on projects and
programmes are still pending,
In order to find the delin-
quents, the wrong doers, the
entire economy cannot be rav-
aged. Even ff it ap to be
outright fraud, prima facie, the
compulsions of economic
growth are of over-riding
importance and must not ever
be compromised.
Of vital interest to the na-
tion is the transition to libcral
market economy. Privatisation

must not only be in words, it
must be fArmly established

nglul decds. In

in every sphere of
society. Opposing groups are
resorting o violence In order
to promote their sell interests.

reverse economic
growth or counter — -
ment 18 immediatcly set in
motion. If such conditions are
allowed to continue, adminis-

is as inevilable as the m&hl
after the day.

How can we continue Lo
drop sioncs, huge oncs al
that, right on our own fect?
There s simply ne aliernative
but to firm up the vital sct of
decisions on time. And, Lhe
time is right now. Lel the
decisions nol be perfect. Dul,
decisive aclions arc must.

First, is the eflective
restoration ol peace and tran-
quility on campus, [aclorics
and work places so that classes
are held in double shifts to
make up for Lhe losses, facto-
ries run in three shifls and at
least 900 shilts per annum,
while 9 (10 5 as the cslablished
practice the world over, all
other work places function ef-
ficienlly round the year. To
realise Lhis objective, the key
decision Involved s Lo
empowcer the law enforcing
agencies lo actl decisively
withoul any [car or [avour.

| wish to particularly em-

There is No Choice but

the last two words —
or favour. Whoever breaks
the law, the authority must act

against him or her. The dect-
sion s, there must not be any
discrimination. If there are
boomerangs in the decision,
let it be so since it is for the

of the nation and there-

the best resort of any

good government.
However, neither tranguil-

ity mor peace can be brought
about untfl and unless there
are legitimate avenues to venti-

late the grievances of the
due process

of law. Once adjudication
through due process of law has
been completed, Lhe outcome
is binding on all concerned.
This is Rule of Law in its

From LDC to NIC by Shahed Latif

true sense. When well estab-
Hshed, violence is ruled out by
definition in the scnse that jt
would be the excoption as is
usual in a civiliscd soclety; not
the rule which has become the
patiern in :sh Loday.

Judges in the courts of law
pronounce judgemoents which
ofien lead to death or rigorous
imprisonment, sirciching upto
|14 years. But have we ever
hcard of viclence that any
judge has ever sullcred as a
conscquence? No, i1 had never
been the case nor will it ever
be because the punishment has
been the end result of the due
process of law.

Extra-judicial Influence

The rule of law cannot be
cslablished il cxira-judicial
considerations tend 1o exert
any influence whatsoever.
Politcal interfercncee (s bound
lo vitiate the duc process ol
law. Violence begels violence
and 1 ws cxponentially
unices due process of law,
main its absoluiely non-
discriminatory character is
allowed o play its full role.

The police in our country is
vicwed as the instrument of
oppression  becausce it had
been in the past utilised to
perpeluale the aulocracy of the

day. The government must
realise that it has no need of
the police W0 perpetuate ftself
since its power has been
secured the ballot, not
bullets or brutality. Rule of law
is the hallmark of any demo-
cratic government and sole

purpose of the is to
assist in the en nt of
rule of law. If there is any

breakdown or infringement of
law, police must act
the violator, whoever or
she may be. From the Prime
Minisicr down lnhﬂ:rm::n
cipal garbage co i
the mult-milllonaires down to
the landless labourer, the law
is onc and the same. It is of
aramount Iimportance (o
ﬁﬂu into focus the true image

of the police as the saviour of
the people. It s the duty of
the government to obliterate

the tarnished image of the
police.

Once the absolutely non-
partisan police force have been
mcaningfully established, the
next equally important dect-
sion is to reorient the trade
unions as the bargaining agent
on behall of the workers who
would interact with the:
cmployers on a regular basis
through established mecha-
nisms. Workers nces
should be directed resolu-
tion through these mecha-
nisms; [irst, employer-em-
ployce negotiation failin
which the matter decid
upon by non-partisan, inde-
pendent commissions as the
final arbiter of compensation
for work. The rush to ministe-
rial level at the slightest
provocation or opportunity is
not the right approach.

Industrial Workforce

Our Industrial workiforce
like their counterpart in agr-

culiure lead a hand 10 mouth
cxistence. In the face of

privatisation and at the same

tinke, extreme inadequacy of
new  jobs that are being

Enterprises must become
profitable to pay for the remu-

neralive 8. cannot
become table within thc

existing public fold. All such

lHquidation.
Whether public sector enter.
prises are privatised or liqui-
dated, retrenchment of work

€rs is inevitable. As regards
ghost workers, they must
simply vanish.

Thus the immediate deci-
ston that is necessary Is o plan
for privatisation of government
run entities which are already
commercial (Jute and textile
mills for exampie) or should be
running on a commercial basis

(raflway, telephone, BADC eic.)
as soon as possible.

Retrenchment

The key issue is how Lo give
effect to retrenchment of
workers. Lack ol aliernative job
opportunitics is a grim reality.
Trade unions would thercforc
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llabilities, profitability of public
enlerprises could be en-
hanced. The units are then
ready for transfer o the pri-
vale sector. The aliernative o
privatisation will be liquida-
ton. Many arce al-
ready so much in the red that
they are beyond redempiion.
Instead of carrying on with the
dead weights, let us bury
them for good and siart on a
clean slate.

This is the forceful restruc-
turing which il the nation
accepts, the workers cannot
d . It must be borne In
mind that a handful of trade
unions cannot hold the gover-
nment as a hostage. The
ransom is oo big 10 swallow.

N

OST Canadians sece
their pelitics revolvi-
ng around the federal
government of Brian Mulroney
and its relations with the ten
provincial rnments and
worry whether Quebec will
soon break away from the
other nine provinces.

Few even know that a
strong-willed woman wearing
aviator glasses and named
Nellie Cournoyea is in charge
of government across more
than one-third of the country,

She is rmment leader of

the Northwest Territories,
which “stretch 4,250 kilome-
tres from Baffin Island, close
to Greenland, west to the
Yukon, and 3,560 kilometres
from the 60th Parallel up to
the North Pole.
% Most of the 50,000 resi-
dents of the Northwest
Territories (usually called sim-
ply NWT) are native people:
either Dene (Indians), Inuit
(they do not like the term
Eskimos), and Metis, or peo-
ple of mainly mixed Dene and
French-Canadian background.

Nellie herself — nobody
calls her else — is of
mixed ancestry. Her father
came from Norway in 1925,
and was a trapper and hunter,
Her mother is Inuit, born on
Herschel Island, and taught
her the local dialect of the
Mackenzie River delta, Inuvi-
aluktun.

She grew up in tough
wilderness conditions, with 11
brothers and sisters in a bush
cabin near Aklavik in the
Western Arctic. She took her
high school diploma by corre-
spondence course while work-
ing a trap line.

Later she came to Ottawa
for an office management
course.

In the Delta area men and
women did the same work of
hunting, trapping and looking
after fish nets, "The work was
really equal, sometimes too
equal,” she has said.

Now 61, she has been a
member of the territorial leg-
islature for 12 years. In the
1983 elections natives won 14

address.
Looking after pets

Sir, | owned a puppy dog, a
few days back but it was stolen
by ” nis”, according 1o the
scrvant. He was to replace
"Rover”, my last pel, who dicd
of the recent cold, dcspite all
the measures we look. We
kept it warm, inoculated it and
look it Lo the vet as often as we
could. We fed it with the best
possible food that we could
afford. Yet the dog, when it

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

of Canada. Its

Clyde Sanger writes from Ottawa

m
Nellie Cournoyea is the leader of Northwest Territories, which covers more than one-third

politics are unlike anywhere else in Canada. There are no political parties

and each member is elected on merit. The legislature conducts business in six languages.
Since 1980 talks have been held to divide NWT into two. A plebiscite is due this year. Gemini
News Service profiles the strong-willed woman who is the only native person in charge of
one of Canada’s governments.

of the 24 seats, and Nellie be-
came minister of renewable
resources.

She was a hardworking
minister, although she disliked
sitting at a desk. In a recent
radio interview she said: °l try
to get out as much as possible.
As you sit regurgitating this
paper, you say to yourself, ‘It's
Aabout time | got out and killed
something. '™

Her whole working life has
been devoted to the recogni-
tion of native rights. Even
when she worked for nine
years for CBC Radio in Invuik,
first as an announcer and later
as station manager, she spent
part of her week on native
rights. -

Her perseverance paid off.
The organisation she helped
launch, the Committee for
Original People’s Entitlement
for COPE), was the first in
NWT to settle its land claim
with the federal government.
Cope represents the 2,500
Inuvialuit who live in the
Mackenzie Delta and around
the Beaufort Sea, and are
now her faithful constituents.

She flies round her con-
stituency by charter aircralt,
and has kept a big house In
Inuvik, which she built herself,
open for all visitors. It is
famous for the parties she
throws for old-timers, with
native drumming and fiddle
music.

She is also famous for a no-
nonsense and hands-on
approach to people, inside or
outside the legislature. Some
ycars ago, she came across one
man violently kic another
man in a Yellows street.
She waded in, kicked him in

died, while | was away at work,
had to be hauled by my

scrvanl, and dumped in the
garbage bin.

Years ago, when Spulntk,
my ecldest brother's dog, had
died, we had burfed (1 with
due care. My uncle has tabby
cats, and it is such a hassle for
my aunt to feed these molly-
coddled pets. Though she has
her routine dutics al the Dhaka

Universily, and has three leen-
aged daughlers to tend o —

the groin, broke her nose and.
when he ran away yelling
"Leave me alone”, shouted
back: "Come back here, I'm not
finished with you yet "

In the Jast Ilcgislature,
Nellie was minisicr of health
as well as Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources. She ne-
gotiated the transler of health
services from the federal to
the NWT government, and was
also negotiating with Ottawa on
an encrgy agreement.

Politics in NWT are unlike
anywhere else in Canada. For
one thing, there are no politi-
cal parties and each member is

elecled tn her [or his] meril.
Also. the legislature conducts
its business in no fewer than
six languages. One day last
year, the sitting had to be ad-
journed when a member spoke
in the rare Dogrib Indian
dialect and the interpreter had
taken the afternoon ofl.

The ministers and the gov-
ermment leader are chosen
vole of all the members of the
legislature. Before the voting
this time, members subjected
Nellfe and the other candidate
to a four-hour inquisition, in
which they were asked 79
questions on their policies.

After Nellie was chosen
government leader, she said
she wanted the title changed
o premier, to match the sys-
lem in neighbouring Yukon
Territory, if not the ten
provinces.

“When?" asked a journalist.
Nellie, the practical woman,
replied: "When we have run out
of the stationery with govern-
ment Leader printed on it."

She has, of course, bigger
problems than that. Since
1980 there have been negotia-
tions to divide the huge NWT
into two, and a plebiscite is
due in 1992 *to seek agree-

Northwest Territories: vast wilderness of Canada

apart from my uncle, she has
lo constantly feed these cats,
keep them warm and check
their totlet habits.

As for taking the culs to the
vel, it Is an operation in which
my cousins are¢ constantly
engaged, although they would
rather carry on with their
studies, and nccessary hobbies
of sewing and cooking.

The expense of keeping a
pet, a dog, cal or a bird In
Dhaka is high indeed. It s
almost ltke rearing one’'s own
child. It has to be fed, cleaned,
pul to bed and taken to the vet
regularly. When it grows up,
you have lo find a suitable
mate. That is no casy job, | can
assure you, with my experi-
ence with pels for 26 years.

One wonders what would
have happened if we had to put

our puts in school and college
as well )

Sameena
Dhanmond(, Dhaka

"BUET situation"

Sir. | am happy to see the
rcaction to my earlier letter on
the subject "BUET situation” in
your columns, as cxpressed by
a student. lle is rightly
alfronted by the suggestion
thal students or the innocent
guardians should bear the cost
of vandalism by outsiders on
the campus. e has asked the
vital qucestion: “lsn’t there a
governmient?” [ have my full
sympalhy for his feeling of
helplessncss, anguish and frus-
tration. ‘The same feelings in
me al the sight of lost years,
the most creative years in the

lives. of our children,
prompled me Lo give such
suggestion knowing fully well
that it would only cause added
hardship to mec¢ and other

guardians.

I want that we all should
boldly ask the same question:
Isn't there a government?”
And (L s hcard where it
matlcrs.

A guardian
Dhaloa,

Austerity

Sir, Your first editorial of
January 7 (Restricting Official
Meetings) could not be more
timely. We have yet to make a
transition to a democralic
culture, from that of an auto-
cratic/dictatorial culture. The

o-nonsense Nellie Has Clout in Canada

ment on a lne drawn by an
arbitrator, John Parker, the
former Commissioner of the
Territories.

if it is accepted, the
Eastern Arctic will become
Nunavut, an area dominated by"
some 17,600 Inuit who have
doubled fn numbers in the las¢’
generation. The Western
Arctic is [ar less hemogeneous,
and white Southerners may
well form the majority, mostly
ltving around Yellowkenife.

The division, if agreed, will
not [inally take place until
1997, but Nellie will be busy
preparing for these changes.
The Western Arctic faces more
intensely the problems of
modernisation and disruption.
After a ten-year moratorfum, a
pipeline to carry ofl from the
North Slope of Alaska and the
Beaufort Sea is to be built, and
the mineral riches of the terri-
tory will increasingly be
exploited.

There are other land claims
to be pursued. The 15,000

. Dene and Metis people in the

Western Arctic have split over
a deal signed with Prime
Minister Brian Mulro in
1988 which would give m
owncrship to 10,000
kilometres of land, with
mineral rights.

As well, the future of the
DEW-line (or distant early
warning radar system) is in
question. It was built 30 years
ago to alert American and
Canadian forces to an attack by
Soviet bombers, and has re-
cently been renovated. But
such a threat is becoming ut-
terly remote, and the NWT
government has an important
role in advising Ottawa on na®
tions, from Russia to the
Nordics.

Ncllie also has a right,
whether called premier or not,
to demand a place at any table
that is deciding on changes to
the constitution of Cnnni. As
the only native person in
charge of one of Canada's
governments, she has tlout.
And, as her past exploits show,
that is something shc knows
how to use.

attitudinal change is necessary,
if we are to make a real transi-
tion to democracy, and make it
strong for the future.

"The Government of the
people, by the people and for
the people” does not need any
fanfare, lengthy news coverage,
luxurious cars, o of sem-
inars and newly complete
bridges. Unnecessary frills/
pomp and deur are totally
unsufted for an economically
backward country like ours.
The need of the hour is grea-
ter productivity in all spheres
of our life. All our actions and
lclmrlg should be targeted
towards the amelioration of

the poverty of the people and
nothing else.

Dhanmondi, Dhalka



