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. ehe, fic arcas
been allotted to different
branches of nationalised banks
for collection of such bills. It

banks may not have boen
made on the basis of total
number of consumers liable for
such payment in each arca.
Otherwise, how can we ex-
plain long queues of persons
at certain branches, and much
less congestion  al

E:n:nh the Mirpur Road. This

seems (o carry an
unusually heavy load of work.
It has been entrusted with col-
lection of the whole gamut of
the of bills, such as
telephones, electricity, gas,
municipal tax, Jiban Bima
premiums, TV licence fee with
the only exception of WASA
bills which dre collected by
Agrani Bank branches. This
Janata Bank branch has per-
haps within its jurisdiction a
larger area with a heavicr
density of consumers than in
other areas.

This, combined with the

multiple categories of bills
collected, contributes to the
creation of a nightmarish pic-
ture of staggeringly long
almost every day. The
suffering of the waiting per-
sons is compounded by the
first irement lo collect
scroll number from one

Ukraine hal
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trucks guarded by a huge troop

force could be seen guarding
wooded areas ncar nuclear
sitesand was blocking public
access to the areas, it said.

A Ukrinform journalist,
however, was allowed into one
tactical missile unit 'in the re-

of Kiev' to walch nuclear
warheads bcing loaded onto
trucks for transport o railroad
lines, though the base hangars
were kept ofl limits.

The reporter quoted the
unit commander as saying the
arms had a range of 70 to 300
kilometers (45 to 190 miles),
though he did not state where
they were being taken.

Another rcpor! says : CIS
foreign ministers began laying
plans today for carving up the
political and military asscts of
the former Soviel Unfon as a
dispute betwern Russia and
Ukraine over the powerful
Black Sca Fleel simmered.

Going inlo the 1lalks,
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Antoly Zlenko voiced dismay
over Russian President Boris
Yeltsin's assertion that the
Black Sea Fleet would remain
Russian bul predicted the dis-
EII;E would be setuled peace-

"The statements by Boris
Yeltsin surprised me Lo say the
least,” Zlenko told reporters,
"I think he madc these state-

By ASM Nurunnabi

queue and then the form from
another queue o make pay-
ment at other relevant coun-
ters. The whole cxercise is ex-
asperating and eghausting and
normally takes 1= 1o 2 hours to
mmﬁl. e one’s Husiness here.
Simi position perhaps pre-
vails in other branches also in
greater or lesser degree. The
tortuous procedure lollowed
tells heavily on onc's palience
and encrgy. particularly of
clderly people. Morcover,
there may be many persons in
the long queue who, keeping
away [rom Lheir offices or
business establishments, have
to acquicsce in the inordinate
wastage of their time. This is
just one aspect of their tribula-
Llons.

There arc other aspects.
For instance, il your bill books
for gas or clectricity (in sclf-
billing arcas) are cxhaustcd
and il you want ncw ones 1o
make further payments, you
are required to go to their
zonal offices for thal purposc,
There arc also long spells of
ledious wail or advice lo come
another day may befall you.
This may cntail, in some cases,
cxpiry of the last date for pay-

ment, with the consequent
Hability for surcharge.

The surcharge liability for
the late payment, particularly
in the case ol clectricity bills,
has another [rustrating aspect,
If any surcharge accrues on
such bills, the amount on that
account has lo be endorsed at
concerned zonal offices by
their compelent offlicers be-
fore mwnls are accepled by
the relevant Bank branch. This
process often requires
wait or multiple visits to the
concerned offices’on the part
of the lale paycrs. The resul-
tant suffering and waslage ol
time and energy lcave a sort of
bitter expericnce to those al-
fected. There are rcportedly
some branches in scll-billing
arcas which accept surcharge-
liable bills when they include
the surcharge at the pre-

scribed rale on the total dues.
In the opinion of some con-

ments without thinking and
under the influence of the sit-
uation he was in.”

On. Thursday Yeltsin
asserted Lhal the Black Sea
Fleet 'was, is and will remain’
Russian and called on sailors
and commandcrs of the Fleet
to ignorc the Ukrainian gov-
ermnment’s call for them to
swear an oath of allegiance.

"I believe that on this ques-
tion we can certainly find a
solution acceptable to all.”
Zlenko added.

Although Friday's Lalks were
being attended by the foreign
ministers from 10 former
Soviet republics, the character
of the meeting appeared to
shift from discussion of purcly
diplomatic maticrs to further
debate on military questions.

Moldova was represented at
the talks by ils permanent
representative in Moscow but
military officers — notably
Colonel Vitally Lazorkin, a se-
nior Ukrainfan Delensc
Ministry official — were also
thought to be involved in the
talks.

The independent news
agency Interfax reported that
the ministers were meeting to
discuss a serics of diplomatic,
political and military questions
in preparation for Lhe next
meeting of the heads of state
of the Commonwcalth of
Independent Statces.
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Bill payment : A pesky problem

sumcrs, this practice may also
be adopled in other arcas wilth
4 view 10 obviating (he suller
ings ol the alfected persons.

For casy collection of rev-
enues of the various agencics,
consumers in general lecl that
it is incumbent on the con
cerned banks to devise nwans
of easing the sysiem lor pay-
ment of bills.

Some are of the opinton
that the heavy congustion in
some branches may be re
duced il additional counters
are arranged lor recciving
paymenl. particularly of thosc
bills the number ol which arc
comparatively large. They also
el that persons taking posi-
tion in the wailing qucuc
within banking hours should
nol be turned away on cxpiry
of the time-limit
Arrangements may be made
for recciving  their payments
also,

There are also sonw con
sumurs who suggested  that {1t

may be helpful il the colleeting
banks remain open in the
allernoon, say, for two hours,
[or collection of bills only. In
this may be

Ltheir opinion,

grcatly appreciated by thosc
who cannot gel away [rom
their offices or business cstab-
lishments during normal
banking hours. Another sec-
tion of consumers thinks that,
as a supplementary measure
lo improve Lhe silualion, cer-
tain private banks may bc en-
trusted with the work of bill
collection on an experimental
basis.

since a cilizen descrves all
[acilities to make payments
for their various bills in an easy
and expeditious manner, it be-
hoves the concerned authori-
ties Lo give carclul considera-
lion to all available remedies
in the intercst of grealer col-
lection of inlernal revenue.
This is all the more desirable
in a progressive socicty where
cxpeditious disposal of busi-
ncss should be the walch-
word.

In particular, thcy wure to
discuss plans for ratifying the
start and CFE (realics on
stralegic and convenlional
disarmament as wcll as ways o
divide the asscts — notably for-
cign embassics — of the former
Soviet forcign ministry,
Interfax said.

The talks were being held
behind closed doors bul
Russian radio 1cported that
the mecting had been set up
"withoul complications”™ and
added that the preparations
"testify to the constructive
mood of ils parlicipants.”

JCD demands trial
of Badal’s killers

Ban h Jatiyatabadt Ch-
hatra Dal (JCD) in a press
conference Friday urged stlu-
dents to protect the education
life as well as the country’s in-
dependence and sovercignty
by making political resistance
against evil forces, rcports
BSS. »

JCD at the press conference
held at the National ’ress Club
in Dhaka also demanded cx-
emplary punishment to thosc
responsible for the atltack on
the Press Club, assault on the
Secretary General of Bang-
ladesh Mecdical Associatlion
(BMA) and trial of the killers
of Maniruzzaman Badal, Orga-
nising Secretary of BCL (S-A)
who was allegedly gunned
down Thursday.

In a wrillen statement JCD
said BCL (S-A) organised a dis-
cussion al TSC of Dhaka
Umiversity on the occasien ol
its 44th founding anniversary
and al a slage chase and
counter chase started betwecrn
the two groups of BCL (S-A)
and gun shols were heard
while the diseussion was in

progress.

|

Awami League

chief Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meeti ni_}fﬂtarth; at Bangabandhu
Avenue on the occasion of Sheikh Mujib’'s home-coming anniversary.

e
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Anti-independence forces ruling

From | Col 7
and was still on. Chhatra

League leader Moniruzzaman
Badal was murdered by Lhe
government -backed terrorists

at a moment when the

Opposition defeated the gov-
ernment in Parllament on

Thursday, she said.

The present government,

following the footsteps of past
autocralic regime is continuing
the of eliminating the

opposition activists with a view
to clinging to power, Hasina
alleged.

"Being the worst vicuim of
terrorism at the staic level, |
have always stood against the
politics of terrorism. But it is

ﬁhm which is repealedly

ng prey to such politics

practised by all post-76
regimes,” the AL leader said.

The killers are not being
tried for what Hasina said Lhe
involvement of the government
with such elements.

There is.no protection
to public life the absence
of rule of law is causing deteri-
oration of law a order
throughout the country, the
opposition leader re

Sheikh llasina made a
frontal attack on the Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
saying that she (Khaleda) her-
selfl was sheltering the terror-
ists in her party and protecti-

1 the sell-confessed killers
Jm.

*Khaleda Zia, you musl re-
peal the Indemnity Act to
prove that your husband late
General Zia was not involved
with the  killing of
Bangabandhu®, the AL chief
threw the challenge.
‘Otherwise, General Zia would
be deemed as a killer’, Hasina
warned.

It would be an act of be-
trayal on the part of the ruling
party if it does not pass the
Indemnity Ordinance (Repeal)
Bill in Parliament, Hasina said
adding the ruling party had

promised to do so earfier.
Hasina also demanded trial
of all the killers to
heard -earned democracy. She
also called upon her part
workers to find oul and

4

unitedly resist the
mocratic’ steps by
government, its ‘patronisation’
to the anti-Liberation forces
and te foil the conspiracy
against the values and spirtt of
the Liberation War.

*The BNP government
should resign after the
Thursday's defeat in Par-
lament®, Hasina said.

The AL leader also called
upon the people to be alert
against what she said, Lhe pre-
scnl government's intrigucs lo
push the nation towards de-
struction corru '
nepotism, and collaboration
with the anti-Liberation forees.

Presided over by Sheikh
Hasina, the mecting was also
addressed by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and
AL presidium Member Abdus
Samad Azad, Presidium
Member Abdul Mannan,
General Secretary Begum
Sajeda Choudhury MP, Orga-

nising Secretary Tulael Ahmed -

MP, Publicity Secretary and
Opposition Chiefl Whip
Mohammad Nasim and city
unit chiefl Mozaffar Hossain
Paltu.

Abdus Samad Azad, narrat-
mtﬂnmhamlhu‘l leadership
role in the country's struggle
for independence, sawd the
independence was fulfilled
with Bangabandhu's return to

h..

Arzad blanwd Begum Zia of
instigating the terrorists
keeping hersclf salec in the
cantonment. lle also con-
demned the removal of the

Vice-Chancellor of the
Chittagong University and ac-

cuscd 1t of sheltering the
Jamaat-backed Iskamd Chhatra

protect the  Shibir lerrorists at the CU 1o

please the Jamaat-e-lslami.

You (Khaleda Zia) would not
be exempled for aiding the
anti-Liberation party Jama#l'
the Depuly Leader of the
Opposition cautioned.

Begum Sajeda Choudhury
said the murder of Badal
clearly proved that conspiracy
against Al conlinued.

Sajeda also criticised tLhe
Treasury [dench members in-
cluding the Prime Minister
and the ministers for not regu-
larly attending Lthe Parliament
scasion. 1t is because of Lhe
present government has no
respect for e parllamentary
form of government and 11
wants (o nuske Lthe Parbbament
incflective and avold s ac-
countability o the prople's
representatives; Sajeda viewed.

Tolacl Ahmed sald Lhat the
way Degum Zia was running
the country was not democ-
rucy. She (Khaloda Zia) iIs act
ing purcly as an autocrat®, he
commenied.

The government leadors are
slaying away from the JS ses
sions lo aveid Opposilion
queries aboul Lthe Golam Azam
issue and the Myanmar
cpisode, Mohamnusd Nasim
said.

In obscrvance of Banga
bandhu's home-coming day,
the Awami Leaguce leaders
garlanded the portrait of
Sheitkh Mujibur Rahman at his
Dhanmondi residonee in the
moming. "arty «<hicl Sheihh
llasina [first garlanded the
portrait of her late father al
8.30 am. She was accompanicd
by the scnior party kcadors in

Jtiuding Mohiuddin Ahmed

MP, Salahuddin Ahmed MU’
Begum Sajeda Choudhury M1,
Tofael Ahnmwed MI® and Abdul
Mannan.

The national MNag and the
party flag were hoisted atop
the Bangabandhu UBhaban at
6.30 am.
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yesterday.

Namaj-e-janaza of the murder

»
ed

student leader unir_u:mman Bit Dhaka University

ey, . T
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Badal’s body sent home : Case against 7

The body of Chhatra League
(S-A) leader Moniruzzaman
Badal was sent to his village .
home in rhat district yes-
terday (Friday).

Badal was shot dead by
unidentified miscreants
Thursday evening on the
Dhaka University campus.

The BCL (S-A) has called a
county-wide student strike and
a half-day hartal in the city
Sunday protesting the killing
of Badal.

Earlier, on Thursday night,
Momtajuddin Mehdi, Joinl
Secretary of BCL (S-A) filed a
case against seven persons

namely Neewaj, Babu, Kuddus,

Shamim, Chhoto Anis, Patu
and Kakon accusing them of
their involvement in Badal
murder. The accused persons
are reportedly activists of the
JCD

Bangladesh Awami League
Pr:lidr?nt and the L:ld:rg:il'
the Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina went to see the
dead body at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital morguc yes-

tcrdlg morning and laid

The dead body was brought
to the 'Aparajeo Bangla' al
Dhaka University from DMCH

By DU Correspondent
afler autopsy.

Later, -e-janaza of late
Badal was held at 'Battala,” in-
front of the Arts Bullding of
Dhaka University. |

The janaza over, a group of
BCL workers were seen chas-
ing another group with
weapons ncar the Aparajcyo
Bangla in the Arts Facully
premises, h

Leaders of diffcrent student
bodies attended the janaza.
Awami League leaders wcrce
conspieuously absent at the

Alter the janaza, a BCL
mourning procession took the
body to the National Press
Chub. :

A BCL rally at the National
Press Club, addressed by
President Shahe Alam, de-
manded immediate trial of the
killers of Badal and called all
student o isations to back
the de :

The dead body was then

» tallen to the residence of Badal

at Lalmatia and later sent o
Ell:n I:ll]rl# home in Sharan-
o Wt district.

AL Chief Sheikh Hasina vis-
ited Badal's Lalmatia residence

to console the bereaved family
and spent some time there.

+ the JKLF

Sajeda Chowdhury MP,
Tolacl Ahmed MP, Mohiuddin
Ahmed MP, Mohammad Nasim
MP, Ivy Rahman, Momlaj
llosscin Mozallar |ossain Paltu
and former student Jeaders
Abdul Mannan, Sultan Mo-
hammed Monsur Ahmed, Ab
dur Rahman, Nurul Fazal [Julbul
accompanicd the AL chicl.

Various organisations con-
demned  the  killing  of
Moniruzzaman Badal, ceniral
commitice Organising Score-

tary of Chhalra League [S-A).

Chhatra Ofkya Forum (COI),
Samajlanirik Chhatra Front
(SCF), Ganatantrik Chhalra
Otkya (GCO), Bangladesh Chha-
tra Fedcration (BCF), DBang-
ladesh Chhatra Parishad (3CH), .
Bangladesh Islami Chhatra
Samaj, Bangladesh Krishak
Sramik Mukli Andolon, de-

manded trial of the killers of
Badal immediately.

JKLF chief
From Page 1 Col 5

(free) Kashmir today for a ree-
onciliation mecting with a
group that broke away from
18 moniths ago.
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Bush returns home

with high hopes
WASHINGTON, Jan 10 : President Coorge Bush
claimed today that his controversial 12-day-irip to Asia

Australia will pay off in a strengthened US

pro-
and
and more

American jobs, despile widespread scepticism cvident as he

returned home, reports Reuler.

MOSCOW, Jan 10 : The leadership of Ulyanovsk, birthpiace
resigned

of Lenin, has

en masse aflter Russian President lorts

Yeltsin appointied Yuri Gortachev as "head of noglonal admints-
tration’ there, Tass news agency said today. Oleg Kazarow,

stepped down afler

| commitice, and his centire stafl
eltsin, who visited the town

n-uudnhmumuﬁurhrhﬂhth!m.m‘
to a prefect or administrator, reports AFP.

Ghali's first visit abroad

PARIS, Jan 10 : Yugoslavia, Cambodia and Somalia were the

topics here

first visit after

u!ﬁzl.:nlhlruﬂulmmnﬂlﬁ

named Unfted Nations Secretary
General. Butros Ghali met with French secretary

of state for

humanitarian action Bernard Kouchner. le is 10 meet later

today with President Francois Mitterrand and on Saturduy
with Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, reporis AFP.

France for N-weapons
under EC control

PARIS, Jan 10 : France for the first time Friday raised the
possibility of placing its nuclear arsenal under European
Community control. France, which is not a member. of NATO s
joint military command, always has been ficrecly independent
in matiers of defense and proud of its nuckar capabilitics,

reports AP,

Education proves
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pated In primary cducalion,
80.59 per cenl of Lhe wotal of

primary group population,
This total doeclined 10 17.8)

Ev:: cent in the Secondary
I, 2.83 puer cent in ligher
Secondary and 2.74 por eenl
al third level (higher cduca-
ton) in 1989

According to the 1974 ten-
sus, whilc 80 por cent of males
pariicipated In Lthe labour
force, only four por cent of e
males did so and in the 1980
BBS manpower survey, thoese
figures were 82 por conl and
2.3 per cenl respectively.

“The disrupied political
and cconomic situation plus
the eflfccts of Muslim funda-
mentalism have cut even fur-
ther the very small cimploy-
ment opportuntics that had
been available for women,” the
study added.

Il also showed thal in 1D85
the developing counirics had
enly 10 per econt of Lheir fe-
malc populations aged 1823
years cnrolled in sonw kind of
education (as against 17 por
cent of males) while a third
wore enrolled in the dewel-

resume today

JU Curre:pon&ent

Classes of Jahangirnagar
Universily will resume today
(Saturday) afler a 16-day win-
ler vacalion. Students have al-
ready begun arriving at the
seven rvsidential halls of the
university.

Gunmen
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and Montu groups. The Montu
group is popularly known on
the campus as the "third worid
group.”

Leaders and activists of the
"third world group®™ were
ousted from Lthe campus on
Thursday immediately after
DBadal was killed.

Party insiders conflided to
UND that the killing was the
outcome of a leadership con-
lict. Badal madc it known that
he will be a candidate for the
post of General Secretary in
the coming central conference
of Chhatra Leaguc (S-A), they
said.

But Awami League - chief
Sheikh Hasina and the Chhatra
League leaders called it "a pre-
planncd murder by identified
terrorists backed by the gov-
ernment.”

A female student claimed
she had seen the Thursday's
killing from the 4th floor of
Shamsunnahar Hall. "I have
never seen such brutality,” she
said on condition of anonymity.

"I was then combing my
hair and saw two gunmen tak-
ing Badal to the spot putting
their guns on his back while
some others accompanied
kept him encircled ... one of
them shoot him and my comb
cluttered to the ground from
my trembling hands,” said the
girl in a shaky voice recalling
her nightmarish experience.

The body was found in a
bush near the house tutors’

quarters ol Jagannath Hall.

Jute mills
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disbursement was partly due to
the rescrvations of the World
Bank on subsidy to the loss-
making public scclor jute
mills. Meanwhile, the Finance
Ministry sources indicaled that
the government may Llighten
the rules on subsidy. Those
mills which will fail to cover
national average cost in pro-
duction of jule goods may not
get any subsidy in the future,
they further said. Al present,
the mills failing to mect the
national average cost fixed by
the governnwnt face a 50 per
cent cul in their subsidics., '

oprd countrics.

In Asia and Alrica the pro-
portions of vomen fcll 0 8.3
per cenl and 5.8 pur cont re-
spectively which had grown
from a very low basc of 5.3 per
cent and 2.2 per cent in the
two continen.s in 1978

"However when e coo-
nomic ple grows, irrespoctive
of cultural lactors, the particl-
pation of wonwn in education
and employment alse iIn-
creascs,” the study added.

It also mentioned that “the
conjunciion of faveurable cco-
nomic conditions and a mulu-
cultural socicty can allow a
fairly rupid advancement of
women In higher education
and employment (st least o
the level of E coun-
tries] whercas the conjunction
of cconomic depression and a
resirictive monoculiure has
resulied in a groater docline in
the alrcady poor situation of
women Lthan was cxpericnced
by men Pakistan,

Bangladcsh, T'mm va, Zambia,

It is particularly in these
counirics that good carcer ori-
entation for women is crucial—
the intelligent, carcer-minded
women have to be aware from
an carly age where the needs
ar¢ and that their academic
rcsults must be betler than
their made counterparts f
they are to have any chanee of
an cmployment where they
niay usc their capabilities Lo
Lthe fullest.

-Myanmar
From Page 1 Col 4

tered Bangladesh to escape
repression by the Myanmar se-
curity forces.

than 8,000 Rohingya Muslims

have crossed into Bnn%:th:uh
through different rder

poinis since December 21 in-
cident when Lunthin killed
one BDR jawan, 1 seven
others and looted arms and
ammunition from Rezupara
camp

According to Rohingya
refugees, Myanmar army and
police were continuing atroci-
ties on the Arakan Muslims
while a f[amine condition was
prevailing in Buchidong and
Mau w arcas. The ref
said L Arakan Muslims were

. dying of hunger‘and malnutri-

tion as thecre was no supply of *
daily necessities in the whole

Arakan because of continued

curfew there. Sick people arc

not getling medicines, they

said.

The Rohingya Muslims en-
tering into Ba esh [rom
Maungdaw and Buchidong
through Natkongchhari, Ukhia
and Teknal also said that a se-
rious unfavourable condition
had becn created in Muslim
inhabited areas so that they
left their ancestral homes.

The Rohingya refugees in
different camps including
Marichha in Ukhia are also
passing Lheir days in extreme
miscry as they have no food to
cat and clothes to wear.
Children, women and old oncs
are worsl suflerers because of
want of winter cloths, an ofli-
cial sources said.

Meanwhile, pre tion of
lists of Rohingya slims is
going on in Bandarban and
Cox's Bazar districts, 25,000
re have been enlisted in
Cox's Bazar district alone till
date, district administration
sources said. The member of
Rohingya reflugees may be
more at Naikongchhari of
Bandarban district.
of refugees will continue til
January 15, the sources said.

Cox’s Bazar and Bandarban
district administirations have
called upon voluntary organisa-
tions to help Rohingya
refugees with clothes, foodstull

_ and medicines.



