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Reforming Our Police
Force

Last Monday the Prime Minister, while ad-
dressing senior oflicials, declared her In-
tention of rebuilding and expanding the [orce.
She very rightly drew attention to the need to
reform the police in line with the needs of a
democratic system. If we look back into the his-
tory of our police force and the types of regimes
that they were.required to serve it becomes
abundantly clear that there remains much to be
done In terms of instilling democratic values in
vital agency of law enforcement. Since the
of Bangladesh, for the most part, the police
to serve military and autocralic regimes.
Under such em the police were used most
often as a tool with which to intimidate, coerce

T'en the people.

With the foregoing experience (o contend
. the task that our PM has set for our police
only necessary but, in some respects, es-
for the proper functioning of a democratic
are, on Lhe one hand, constantly
0 maintain law and order, protect
any infringement of their rights
keep the criminals at bay and oversee
functioning of the society. But on the
hand, not really being imbibed with demo-
values, they oflen times become the worst
of law and of the civic rights of the citi-
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our opinion, therefore, the most important
to be undertaken in our police [orce
deal with a change of their attitude — that
are their pay masters and the ultimate
and not desperale individuals to maltreat.
This should start at the senior level and filter
down within the shortest possible time to the
lower ranks. There Is also the need. as the PM
mentioned in her address, Lo expand our police
force. But the new expansion must go hand in
hand with training. Throughout the modern
world the police force consists of recruits who
are highly educated and trained. Maybe we should
start demanding higher educational qualification
for our police recruits — both for the officer and
general recruit.

Stringent and urgent efforts need to be taken
to improve the popular image of our police. Their
image at the moment is of a force which is so
steeped in corruption that the public is better
served avoiding them than by seeking their help.
To accomplish it credible cleansing operation
should not only be undertaken but should be pub-
licly seen to be undertaken. This is the only way
the police can regain public faith, without which
they can never become the effective bearer of the
law of the land.

Given the fact that our criminals are increas-
ingly armed with more and more sophisticated
weapons, adequate prolective measures should
be thought of for our police. One essential ele-
ment of effective law and order maintenance is a
developed communication system. This is of par-
ticular tmportance in the case of communication
between Dhaka and the rest of the country.
Computerisation of police files and networking
them throughout the country should form the
core of the reforms and modernisation efforts
that the PM talked about.

Begging in Moscow

A picture carried in a Dhaka English daily yes-
terday says more than words could have suc-
ceeded to do. It shows a hall-bent Moscovite
throwing a coin into the hat of a fellow Moscovite.
The comradeship, as displayed here, does no
credit to the once-cradle of communism but now
on course of a market economy. Now In its death
throes the world-over, communism could at least
accomplish one little precious thing : under that
much maligned system such a sight in Moscow
could not even be imagined. Gone are those days
when the state had the onerous duty to look after
the old. infirm and invalid.

Indeed, Moscow, the whole of Russia and the
republic-turned independent states will see more
such pictures in the coming days. Defenders of
f[ree market economy, however, are expected to
be quick to point out that the wounds so long
kept concealed under the iron curtain are now
being exposed. Il that argument is tenable, one
also must explain how. Extreme penury forces
people to beg alms. To hide that either resort to
extermination or compel the beggars to go on
starving. Did anything remotely similar to this
ever happen in the former Soviet Union? We are
not in the knowing, we only know what the me-
dia Mughals of the West let us know.

Until now such news has not been fed and we
can rest assured that f the condition was so, we
would not have been left in the dark — spetially
when the Western media are not known to be
averse to sensalion. Knowing people. however,
understand that the transition period most of the
time is supposed to be hard. Granted. But that
concession should have had ancillary mechanism
developed to take care of the hardest hit before
switch to the new system. Russian president
Boris Yeltsin seems to have no time (o lose. On
the very first day of the introduction of open
market, the soaring prices of essential commodi-
ties — touching as they did the highest points
until then — lefll the Russians puzzled and de-
{tctcd. The peoples of other states where such

y decisions were laken also had (o undergo
similar traumatic experiences.

What transpires from all this is that the people
of the former Soviet Union needed some time to
cope with the change. In his hasle Yeltsin and
others have missed the point completely. The
Russians have often demonstrated a great ‘capac-
ity for fortitude and mental resources in the face
of overwhelming odds. This time as well they
could come out in flying colours, il only the men
In power had given them enough time and oppor-
tunities. Let us hope, the great peoples there
success{ully overcome the present difliculties.
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nomic future.

In its recent capitulation o
SKOP, the rnment was
aided and ted by all the
opposition parties. There have
been no is. no threals

of 'movements’. private

erty has not been put 1o

does not reports of
proposed debate on this 1::-
tion. No commitices ve
been formed. To all appear-
ances, therefore, all the polit-
cal parties have recognised a
s power: SKOP.
uperior 3 ’
an unmollified Executive
made common cause with
SKOP if only by withholding
advice that might have sire-
ngthened the government's
bargaining position.
e tax-paying clectlorale

Parliament versus the People

finds ftsell today with virtually
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concerned with

by 8. Alam Rashid

Bangladesh reasonably expect
donors 10 be as lntrruuru
they once were In pouring
into an economy that is
voluntarlly moving backwards?
As lor the domestic Lax
payer, it is nol so much a gues-
tion of compelling him 10 pay
more laxes: Lthe true gquestion
is wheither he is able 10 pay
more in a period of reces

politically
taken the issue to the people through the media.

and mceaningiul use of the most
werful medium of all’
clevision. | could have calicd
lor public debate. It could have
explained the Issuc Lo the
cleclorale thal voled 1 into
power and demanded s sup-
port. It could have asked the
public whether it was willing
o be taxed for this cxtraordi-
nary purpose. It could have

had been more interested in its obligations to the electorate and the economy
accommodating the bureaucracy and its militant left arm, SKOP, it could have

power al a V1"
This [act has been acknowl!-

cdged by the opposition par-
the

. es in

govern-
ment (o concede to SKOPs
demands; they can now claim,
in thetr own future ne
tons with SKOP, that they too
lﬁm:dttmﬁh-:hmt]upn»

In taking stock of the re-
sulting situation. it is difficuli
lo dispel the notion that the

and less

L

in taxing an already ed
cconomy. By tmplica SKOP
has also persuaded gov-
eynment to face foreign donors

on its behall. This situation
raises a number of questions:
Are donors going to be im-
pressed by this particular form
of democratic expression? Will

they go on supporting our lame
public sector with their Lax
payers money? In view of the
new opportunities offered by
the erstwhile USSR, Central
Asia and Eastern Europc, can

ston/inflatton. It would be
more rcasonable to supposc
that the public seclor indus-
tries could clear their bank
loans, pay thoir utility bills, pay
theitr taxes and give them-
scives belicr wages than o ex-
pect Lthe tax paycr o pay for
the upkeep of a large number
of pre-mature pensioners.

If the govwernment had been
more intercsicd in ils obliga-
tlons o Lthe clectorate and the
eCono and less concerned
with polftically accommodating
the burcaucracy and its mili-
tant kft arm, SKOP, it could
have Laken the issuc Lo the
people through the micdia |1
could have made imaginalive

askcd the voter whether he
wished his clected represen-
lalive Lo be coerced Into acting
against the interest of Lhe
voler.

And what of the opposition
partics? There can be MHitle
doubl as lo their temporary
political astuteness in standing
clear whilc the government
negolialed fisclfl into a tight
corner, Undcrstandably, they
made no cffort o save Lthe gov-
ernment from embarrassment,
but in Lthe long term, they have
crealed for themselves a futum
embarrassment. SKOP  will
continuc o manipulate the
Legislalure  irrespeclive ol
which partly happens o be In

appareni gains on any side are
illusory: Where will the gov-
ernment find the money 1o
meet fully its commitment to
SKOP? How much time has 1t

tory of revenue collection, can
SKOFP rcally expect this or any
other government to persuade
Lthe bureaucracy to collect
taxes in order to maintain
SKOP in the style to which it
would lthke to beconke accus-
lomed?

As a highly organisced and
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ing the peoplc, cautioning
SKOP against short-sighicd
ambition and the

democracy.

This is the second of the
fwo articles in this sertes, the
Jirst one “SKOP versus the

People”

ﬁl"l'l'ﬂl' newscasiler on BTV,

A Tribute

Justice Murshed: One with the Commonman

by Prof A F Salahuddin Ahmed

HE late Justice Syed

I Mahbub Murshed sym-
bolised all that was best
in Bengall culture tradition. lle
was born on 1911 in an
aristocratfc family of
Murshidabad district of Wesi

Bengal. His father Syed Abdus
Salek was a Deputy Magistrale.
orfen-

He was an
tal scholar. His mother was a
sister of Sher-e- A K
Fazlul Huq. From his ancestal
background Mr Murshed had
ired a rare degree of ur-
banity and refinement together
with a deep love for learning
both Eastern and Western. His
great uncle Sher-c-Bangla
Fazlul Huq had instilled into
his mind a profound sense of
patriotism and love for the
common man, the under-privi-
leged and the down den.
After obtaining his B A
Honours and Master's degrees
in Economics as well as
Bachelor of Law degree from
the Calcutta Untversity, Mr
Murshed west to England for
h r studies in law. He was
called to the Bar from the
Lincoln’'s Inn in 1939. While ir
England Mr Murshed had
come in contact with some ol
the leading British liberals and
soclalists who were sympa-
thetic to the political aspira-
tions of the people of the
Indian sub-continent. It may be
noted that the intervening
ycars between the two World
Wars (1991-1939) saw on one
hand, the rise of Nasi and
Fascist dictatorship and mili-
tarian, while on the other,
there was an upsurge demo-
cratic, nationalist, anti-impe-
rialist and anti-fascist forces lo
resist all kinds of exploitation
and tyranny. Young Murshed
had no hesitation in making
his choice. He was an enthusi-
astic sup r of the anti-im-
perialist, anti-lascist demo-
cratic forces. He returncd
home thoroughly well-versed

in English constitutlional prac-
tice and an abiding [(aith in the
rule of law.

Mr. Syed Mahbub Murshed
joined the Calcutta High Court
in 1838 and soon drew Lhe al-
tention of all as a very promis-
ing barrisicr. lle married
the daughicr of Mr A K M
Zakaria, a leading nationalist
Muslim Ilcader who was
clected Mayor of Calculla
Corporation. Mr Zakaria was
opposed o the comimunal poli-
tics of the Muslim League and
was an advocale ol sccular na
tionalism. Mcanwhile, Mr
Murshed had drawn wide pub-
lic atiention for his indepen:
dent thinking which was re:
flected in his Incisive articles
published 1n the British news-

per The Guardian and the
cading Indian daily The
Statesman. liec was particularly
critical of Jinnah's communal
politics.

Bengal Famine

During the great HBengal
fgmine of 1943 Mr Murshdod

dered valuable service. lie
was acllvely associaled wilh
the rclicl opcerations of
Anjuman-i-Mufidul Islam par-
ticularly in distributing food 1o
the poor and the destitule in
differcnt arcas of Calculla.

During Lhe Great Calculla

~Killing ol 1946 hc came for-

ward lo give reliel o the rol-
victims and help in their reha-
bilitation. llc also worked to
reestablish communal har-
mony.

Alter partition of India in
1947 Mr Murshed continued
o practice at the Calculia High
Court. But thc outbreak of
large-scale communal rols in
1950 in both West Bengal and
Easl Pakistan crealed a scrious
threal to life and security of
the minorities in both the re-
gions. The siluation had
somewhat improved afier the
Nchru-Liagat Pacl of 1950. Mr

Murshed actively helped in
implementing the Pact. Dat i
view of continued uncortainty
and tension he migraled o
Dhaka with his lamily in 1958
Iie mow started is practice al
the Dhaka ligh Court and re-

solved 1o dentify himscll with

the hopes and aspirations of
the people of this region. Thus

during the language movenkent
of 1952 he gave solid support
to the demand for making
Bengall as onc of the state lan-
guages ol Pakistan. From now
on Justice Murshed s carcer
cntered a new phase. lic was a
fearless champion of the rule
of law and an unflinching advo-
cale of cquily and fairplay in all
aspects of national life. lie did
not hesitate to lend moral
support o the kegitimate aspi-
rations ol the people of Lhis
region. lLhe language move-
ment had aroused Bengall nac
tional consciousness., The
Pakistan cconiral government
having failed in their move Lo
make Urdu as the only statce
language now launched an at-
tach on Lhe composile and
humanistic aspceets of Boengali
literary and cultural tradition.

Realising thal Rabindranath
Tagore symboliscd this gral
tradition, the Makistand rulers
now madc a vielous move o
injecl communal vwnom Inlo
the minds of the people. A
handlul of Dengalt Muslim in-
tellectuals were Induced 10 1s-
suc a public stalement declar-
ing thal since Tagore was not a
Muslim. his works could not
provide inspiration Lo Lthe de-
velopment of a distinet Bengalt
Muslim lWierary and cultural
consclousnces. llence they
demanded that Tagore should
be banished from the Bengalt
Muslim ltcrary and cultural
scene.

Against this vicious mowve
there was a widespread
protesl and a large number of
Bengalt wrilers and intellectu-
als fssued counter statement
declaring that Tagore despite
being non-Muslim truly sym-
bolised Lhe litcrary and cul-
tural heritage of the Bengali-
spcaking people both Hindus
and Muslims. They pointed out
Lthat religion and culture were
nol contcrminous. Culture ac-
cording o them had a much
wider connotation. It included
within tts domain many other
clements besides religion. In
addittion (o Islamic religious
clement derived largely from
the Sufi saints and Muslim
rulers of Perso-Algan and
Turgo-Mughal origin, the cul-
ture of the Bengall Muslims
had been greatly enriched by
admixture and assimilation of a
varicly ol indigenous elements
which had given it its distine-
tive character.

Both Rabtndranath Tagore
and Kazi Nazrul Islam repre-
scnted this unique cultural
tradition., Il was a composite,
syncrulistic and humanist tra-
ditdon in which the Bengali-
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lrtlhlnl pcople irrespective
of their religious faith could
always lake pride. This realiza-
tlon in [acc of the Pakistan
government's move to deni-
grate Tagore aroused a new
cultural renaissance amongst
the intellectuals of the
then East Pukistan This was
reflected in the wunprece:-
dented enthusiasm with which
the birth anntversary of Tagore
was celebrated In the country.
Mr Justice Murshed ignoring

the displeasure of the
Government to be the
Chairman of the Tagore birth

cenlenary organising commit-
tee. His lowering personalit
was a greal source of

to the commitiee. The popu-
larity of Tagore songs In-
creased manifold.

In 1964 Justice Murshed
was appointed chiefl Justice of
the Dhaka High Court. The
dignity which he brought o
this exalted office, the ex-
traordinary impartiality pro-
found wisdom, rtn-.rhrhl: in-
sight and deep respect for
human values which were re-
flected in his judgments won
for him untversal acclamation.
He belieyed that justice should
be adminisiered not solely ac-
cording o the letter of the law
but according the spirit of the
law. He always maintained that
a judge should conduct himseclf
in such a manner that the
people’s [aith in the rule of law
is never shaken. He believed
like Lord Action that "no law is
valid against the conscience of
mankind.”

Justice Murshed was as
firm advocate of unfetlered
democ . N& wonder there-
fore, that hc was not happy
with the so called ‘basic
democracy’ introduced by the
military President of Pakistan,
Field Marshal Ayub Khan. [t
was nothing but dictatorship in
a democratic garb. Altempls to

demands put

curb the | of the
udiciary seriously disturbed
is mind. He therefore ook
the momentous decision o re-
sign from the post of Chief
Justice in November |967.
Henceforth he resolved to
work for promoting the cause
of democracy in Lthe country.

Support to Six- Point
Demand

In carly 1968 Justice
Murshed was one of those few
independent non-party men
who had been invited 1o
participale in Lthe Round Table
Conference called by President
Ayub Khan for resolving Lhe

litical crisis. Justice
mrli-d look an active part in

the deliberations of the
conference. He strongly
supporied Shetkh Mujib's
stand and his Six Points pro-
gramme and did not hesitate
to point out repeatedly that he
forward by
"Mujib” truly represented the
collective will of the people of -
East Pakistan. [This was dis-
closed to the author by Dr. M.
N. Huda who was also a partic-+
ipant at the Conference).

But Justice Murshed de-
spite possible threat to his se-
curity boldly refused 1o collab-
orate with the regime. It Is a
matter of regrel that the ser-

, vices ol this noble man, great

jurist, fearless judge and a
committed intellectual who
had always upheld democratic
and human values, were not
utflized by the Bangladesh
Government alier liberation.
After suffering from protracted
iliness Justice Murshed

away pcacefully on April 3,
1979.

The writer (s a former
Professor of |listory of Rajshahi
and Jahangimagar Universities
and is one of our foremost
historians.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

WB and our
Population Policy

Sir, A recent news item
(Daily Star, January 7th)
stated, "the World Bank has
advised Bangladesh (o revisc
ils current population control
strategy, shifiing the focus on
an {rreversible method of fam-
ily planning”. Now, all donor
agencies shower us with ad-
vices from time to time, And
we also have to digest the con-
ditionalitics, because we have
not been able to bufld up a self-
relant economy, and our eco-
nomic growth per ycar is min-
imal/marginal. The causcs
hindering our growth arc - al-
mosl ncgalive saving, poor
work cthos, and a fearful popu-
lation growth.

In the year 1947 the popu-
lation of present-day Bang-
ladesh was fortyone million, in
1971 1t was sevenly million
and in 1991 it was 105
milllon. The present popula-
tion is onc of the densest, and
also the poorest in the world.

The clinic-based population
control cfforts of the sixtics
produced little results. The
field-level-based population
control policy of the seventies
and eighties did show up some
good results, but did not free
us from the possibility of hav-
ing a population of fifteen
crorcs by the end of this cen-
tury. Our present cconomy

cannol simply bear the burden
of thal number.

The largest population in-
creasc is mainly cemred on
the houscholds who are living
below the poverty line. Our
"poverty curtain® cannol be
lifted unless we act now. The
permancnl mwethods of contra-
cepUons offer us some hope,
regarding our future. We have
lo examine the fssue of our
prescnt  population growth
pragmatically and objectively.
And frecing oursclves from
emotionalism.

Let the Government target
be one child lamily, and the
pecrmancnlt methods of family
planning bc considered for
those familics who already
have two children. There §s no
other way for our respectable
survival. Let us face the truth.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Dhanmondi Dhaka.

Pets and poisons

Sir, Last week within four
days we lost five cats including
three beautiful kitlecns. These
unfortunate pets died because
our neighbours with whom we
have a broken fence used rat
poison to control varmint. As a
result our cats were poisoncd
to death. This practice is
particularly dangerous to the
mother cats and their babies
because the mamas calch rats
and bririg them to their little

oncs o Lrain them in the art of
hunting which is only natural
for them. We called in veterd-
nary doctor and arrangced
treatment including adminis-
tering life saving drugs bul it
did not produce any rcsult.
Six months ago we had gonc
through thc same tragedy bul

" we did not know the reasons

then.

Rat and cockroach poison is
being indiscrilminately adver-
tised and usced in Bangladesh
without understanding the
dangers of it and its long
range environmental hazards.
Marketing of such poisons
should be stopped forthwith,
or at least controlled.

[ would request animal
lovers to shun using such dan-
gerous chemicals and also od-
ucate their nefghbours against
using them il they want to
spare themsclves and Lheir
children of the agony of
walching the most painful and
lingering dcath of their loving

pets.
Farug Azlz Khan

Environmentalist,
Dhaka

RAJUK's demolitions

Sir, | am shocked and wor-
ried alter reading your news
report about f{llegal demolish-
ing of a private house by
RAJUK or as the chairman
claimed, by a magistrate along
with some police, published on
7.1.92. 1 am quite surprised
that a magistrate whose duty is
to maintain law for the inter-
ests of the citizens has been
involved in an illegal action
personally by helping an illegal
demolition of a house of a poor
marn.

As it is reported, the house
and the property does not be-

= =

long to the Govt. Then who
bears the expenscs of the de-
molishing patrol police? And
what is her (the Magistratc by
the name of Amatul Latil) in-
terest in it? How could she
bring the police contingent {f
it was not requisitioned for
doing this particular job? How
could she order for the demol-
ishing of a private house with-
out showing the order to the
owner of the house and with-
out the presence of the
Authorised Officer from
RAJUK. When a stmple an-
nouncement (required by law)
by a loud-speaker could have
saved the ruination of a poor
family, who was living there for
more than 20 years, with the
permission of the owner of
that property, why it was not
done? | always thought that
when some one holds a post
like magistracy she /he has ex-
tra responsibility of keecping
her/his image as a justice-
upholder,

They should be very strict
about their involvement in any
private alflair. When law {tself
breaks laws then where do the
people go for justice? 1 still
think there is something
wrong in this feport, and Ms.
Amatul Latif should come out
with an open statement about
this matter, and it should be
published in the newspapers.
If she can not do it then the
authorities should deal with
her and give her exemplary
punishment so that In future
nobody dares to indulge in
breaking the law in the name
of law. If the Govt or the rele-
vant quarters do not take up
the matter seriously, then
none of us is sale from this

type of injustice and IIL:F-I ac
tion from the law enforcers

Morecover people should be
assured of the rnment’s
good intention of kecping ev-
erybody equal in the eyc of law.
We would certai like to see
unauthorised and umplannced
construclions to be demol-
ished by RAJUK in Lhe interesi
of the inhabitants ol Dhaka city
but at the same Uimc we would
like to see that all formalitics
are being strictly maintained
by the authoritics and nobody
should take advantage from it.

Selina Maruzur
Maghbazar, Dhaka.

Checking licences
and weapons

Sir, The government has
been quile responstve in par-
tially amending its decision in
respect of the earlier decision
on deposit of licensed arms. As
it stands  now the licensed
arms will have to be produced
before the DC by the holder
and the DC will check and re-
turn the weapon il he is satis-
fied. However, even this does
not remove the apprehension
and ngs from the minds
of the public.

This will mean an unncccs-
sary, and in some cascs, long
journey to the district head-
quarters. The checking of li-
cences and weapons can aclu-
ally be done very simply. From
its own records the govern-
ment knows which licences
were issued in an {rregular
manner i.e. without proper
enquiry or police verification.
These names and numbers can
be communicated to the police
station, and then all the hold-
ers of licensed arms may be
requested to produce their
weapons to the police stations.
Here those irregularly issued

licences and arms held on
their strength may be kepl
back. Others may be given back
their licences immedialely
with a notation thereupon.
This practice of check by the

lice station was employced

fore.

| hope the government will
give this proposal a thought
and rest the matter in peace.

Zainul Abedin
Retd Dy Secretary
Idghar Rnnd. Dhaka.

Rich-poor gap

Sir, Those among us who
visited some countries or saw
movies like ‘Oshin’ or "The
Little House on the Prairie
would conclude that the lan-
guage ol poverty and hunger is
the same in all the societies of
the world. A smaller seclion
popularly known as the rich is
enjoying all sorts of benefits by
depriving the majority people
of the socicty who are grouped
as the poor. Lately initiatives
are being taken to reduce the
gap between rich and poor but
only a little progress has so far
been achieved. In reality, the
rich-poor gap is widening day
by day. The main reason be-
hind this gap, as | feel, is Lhe
unequal distribution of national
and international development
beneflits among the people.
There is another major [actor
uneven sharing of the global
wealth by the various nations.

| think, there is still some
scope for the United Nations
to f: something pragmatic lo-
wards reducing the rich-poor

FP;
M. Zahidul lague
Assistant Profes

SOr,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka.



