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What's in a Name Again

by Naheed Kamal

time you open a
pcr you sce one article
r about the perils of
"names” in general, in and
around Dhaka city. The prob-
lem is nol mercly a Dhaka
phenomena, it is universal
even though in a different way.

True what's in a name, but

ﬂf'ﬂ

sometimes the mix up is too"
much to handles.
"Mac "? Well it is a free

world. You hear of bands called
"Sudden’lll Leaves me speech-
less. Il imitation is the sincer-
est form of llattery then "The
Little River Band” has doe it,
but atleast they are good at
what they do.
copy of “Neril'? Perhaps not a
direct copy but all the same.
Then there are these crazi
umes "Charles”™ as iIn
"Charlic™? The list is endicss.
We have all become name
conscious. In quest of an
unusual name we delve decper
and decper into a myriad of
bizarre names. A name is not
a ‘title’ but it is an iden-
. A name identifies who and
onc i{s. An "Elvis” is the
King of rock 'n' Roll, Madonna

Is "Merile” a

is, well Madonna is notl cxactly
the Virgin Mary, bul shc is
Madonna. A Calvin Klein is a
treasurc and so on so forth,

Thesc people were born with
ordinary names (usually) and
they made extraordjnary iden-

tities for themselves. When a

new born arrives the cntire
family and their friends go into
a frenzy to find an unusual
name and unusual they turn
out to be. Plus the name must
have a 'good’ mcaning and it
does nol rcally matter how
hard it is to pronounce the
name and spell it and wrile it
and that it may just give the
kid a major complex by the
time he can read and wrile. A
name makes up a person’s sell
and you need only two or three
to make a 'self’. 1 have heard of

people with atleast six names
comprising of onc persont

There arc alrcady too many
people in the world let them
have their share of names. As

the years go by the innumer-

able names arec slowly bul
surely dropped until the basic

two or three are keft and the

kids rcalizc how silly munmmy
and daddy had been. Then
there are those who take plea-
surc in naming their kids with
such odditivs as "Bottle” and
these people are for real. |
knew a boy in school who had
a perfectly acceptable name
but for some reason he was
called. "Bumba™

We have got this need to be
different ... its the new thing,
the In thing, the Right thing ...
call it what you will, it is some-
thing and it ballles the mind.
In scarch of a name some have
come up with the exceptional,
the innovalive and creative
oncs, such as "Cule”, This is a
cule name and lolally accept-
ablc. It is perfeet for “cute”
people, there are cute tales,
perfumes, crcams, Jotions and
shampoos : all these cute
products to make you cute.
Then comes the eye opencr;
we have all heard of and even
usced these extraordinary ultra-
mod "Unisex” products —
Eternity is the prime example.
But of course we are difllerent,
we come up with the one in a

million... Cute allcr Shavell

[Jut alas what's in a name,
right? Its a free world and you
can do what you feel like, write
whal you want 1o so long as you
arc prcpared Lo take the in-
famy, namc calling, stone
throwing and notoriety in-
volved with it, remember "The
Satanic Verses™? and you can
call an afler shave “cute” if
thats your fancy... who am | Lo
complain, aller all 1 even work
part Ume for an ad firm and
gel paid to wrile the eye open-
ing lines for thesc products. If
the name of a product is meant
to identify with the user then
what would the ideal "Culc”
man be like? A Wimpl

The right to choose and do
is always there but we also
have that additional advantage
of having a "Brain” and the
human logic. We cannot all act
Tarzan and call the little baby
boy you [ind Boy”. If you have
gol it Lhen use it and donot
abuse it, and if you don't have

“it then ask your friend, some-

body has got o have some
SCNSC. .

Joys and Perils of Student Life

by Tanya Hussain (Class VII)

Oh! What fun it is to be a
student! The joy ol working
hard at studies and pgetting
pnd grades. Your time is youts

and yours alone to be spent
freely with close friends and
relatives who don't live on op-
posite ends of the earth, but
arc always around and about

you.

Constant worries about
paying astronomical bills and
plotling against colleagucs at
work dao, not haunt your
dreams. No. In fact, your
shoulders bear no weight
whatsocver and are as light as
feathers.

Now, that's whal be-
ing a student is all about. You
are your own man. No one

from doing what you
:le::i flying to the moon
to jumpi into Dhanmandi
Lake and

a delightful
swim with the
varicty of fish. You don't have a
boss, wile and chil-
dren to constantly y. No.

In fact, you've only yoursell to
tend lo.

But, ohl Why must the perils
always accompany the joys?

The constant slanders of fellow
encmies. The fright of shrink-
ing to the size of an insignifi-
cant mousc under the cyces of
ll':igrh'lclpal boring down in-

atingly at you, The con-
tinuous disapproving com-
ments of teachers and over-
conscious parents will only
end once we are adults. When
will that joyous moment finally
arrive? Now, that's thec big
question. Why's it Laking so
long? A lecnager's bedroom
rnl'; be covtred wall to wall
with posters. Bul, then again,
every square inch ol empty
space is occupied by those
four-cornered objects which
haunit our dreams, or shall |
say nightmares — books.

Weekends might as well have
been abolished for all we
care, For, instead of reducing
the piles and piles of overdue
homework assignments and
allowing us to relax, weck-
ends 'just seem to multiply
them. A spare hour at such
times scems like a
gt from heaven.

Thus, as you all have cxpe
rienced, student life is a very
important pertod of time of
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God-sent

onc's life. It can only be under-

stood and apprecialed when

the stage has been passed.
This period of Uime of the life

of the individual may not be all
fun and no work, but, a super-

ficial lopk at anything #s not a
look at all.
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This week's Quiz Club questions are :
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bird is associated with inumortality?
myLhology is Lhe Minotaur?

the present prime minisicr of Peoples Republic of
the

and coaliton allics kaunch ﬂrulrthu
largetls in lrag and Kuwail in the recent Gull war?
the Tempie of Diana?

What do you call someonc
who shouts too loud at a oot

ball match? A Foot -bawlcrt

The young teachcr was
complaining to a collcague

aboul her low salary. "We get a

really poultry sum of moncy
every month.”

"You mean ‘paltry’, don'l
you?,” asked one of her
iricnds. “No™, she replied. |
don’t. | mean ‘poultry. What |
carn s chicken feed.”

————
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The Tiger and the
Dried Persimmons

There was once a small and
slecpy village, surroundcd by
mountains on all sidcs.

A tiger lived on the moun-
tain behind the village.
Whenever he climbed to the top
of the mountain and roared,
the people in the village trem-
bled with fright.

On a winter night, when all
the world seemed to be covered
with snow, the tiger climbed
down. He had not calen for
several dnyl and was very, very
hungry.

As he was desperately look-
ing for food, he came ncar the
window of a house. A lamp was

flickering inside. -

a baby began cry-
ing loudly — "ang, ang, ang”. He
cried continuously.

Just as the tiger, looking
around carefully, was about o
enter the house, he heard Lhe
voice of a woman, "Kecp quiet.
There is a fox coming! What a
wide mouth it has. It looks so
frightening.” But the baby did
not stop crying. The mother
said again, "Ah , now it is a
bear! Keep quiet. The bear is
just outside the window.”

But the baby, payirig no
heed to the mother's threats,
continued crying.

Crouching down below the
window of the house, the tiger
thought, "That's a strange baby.
I wonder what he looks like. He
does not fear a fox or even a
bear.” '

Feeling very hungry again,
the tiger stood up. The baby
was still

"Oh, look....look..." came the
mother's voice, "here comes a
tiger! He's there, just under the
window...." _

But the baby continued

crying.
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The tiger was so shocked

and [rightened that he collapsed

on ithe ground and almost
[ainted .

"How on earth does she
know that | am here? The liger
multtered to himself.

Taking a breath alter a
while, the tiger peeped into the
room again.

The baby was still crying.

He did not show any sign of
being afraid of a tiger, cither.
The tiger had never seen a
living being which did not fear
him. He had always thou
that all the creatures of
world could not but Ltremble at
the very mention of his name.
But this strange baby did not
care. Nothing seemecd Lo put
fear into him, even a Liger !
Now, the tiger began to feel
worried, At very moment, the
mother’s voice was heard again,
"Now, keep quiet, here you
Eebydrmd P;p;rltmnmnsl" The
stop crying al once.
Fhere was complete silence. Not
even the sound of breathing
was heard. The tiger wondcred,
"Who the deuce is Persimnwons?
He must be more powerful and
ferocious than me” .The Liger
was both worricd and scared.
Just then something hcavy
fell on his back with a thud.
The tiger ran for his life, surnc
that what had jumped on his
back was none other than the

~dreaded

persimmon.

Actually, what had jumped
on his back was a thicl who had
entered the house to stcal the
cattle. He had jumped from the
roof, mistaking the liger for a
cow in the dark.

The thief was taken aback
too. He was scare to death when
he realized that the animal he
was riding was not a cow, bul a

Thl: tiger ran desperalcly to
throw the 'persimmon’ ofl his
back. But the thiel held on
tightly to the tiger's back, as he
knew that the moment he fell,
the tiger would tear him to
picces.

Scared for their lives, both
kept running until dawn broke.

Luckily, the thiel found a
drooping branch of a tree within

his reach. le seized it, climbed
up,l.t'ldl'ﬂdhln:-dlmmllt
branches: lle had al last
escaped [rom the tiger's back, o
his great rclicf.

The liger was rclieved, Loo.
"Thank God,” said he, “for sav-
ing my life. The persimmon is
rcally a terrible creature.” .

He ran back to his sale
abode in the mountains,

Better Every Time?
Compiled by Badhan

1. It is truc thalt god

made man before woman but

‘themvthere is always a rough

draft before the masicrpiece.

2. Behind cvery grecal
man sits an even grealer
WOILTADNL

x When women go
wrong, men go right allcr
them.,

4. In politics il you want
someone to make a specch,
ask a man. Il you want
sonwthing done ask a woman.

Registration

Il you're waiting for your
Rising Stars Club registration
number, don’t despair. llere
are the next numbers. We hope
you all have your ncew
registration. If your name is
nol on the list, and you have
scil in the membership form,
don’'t hesitate to write or call
and lct us know. Remember to
type any articles or slorics you
send in.

Mechrin Ahmed......... RS 0020
Nabila Naushin.... 0021
Tahseen Hassan
AN s AR RS 0022
Nadia Nayeema
Mujtabe..............cconn. RS 0023
Asif uddin
Y. Khan (Boney)........ RS 0024
Tanzeem Igbal Ah. RS 0025
Tauseel Chowdhury RS 0026
Mahbubur Rahman. RS 0027
Kazi Mefta Bin
Maman Mash-Ilur
Tarleniivriniiins 0029
S. M. Saleh
o b — 0032
Md. Nahid
Hassan Siddigud... RS 0034
Mohsin Naxir...... RS 0036
Ashek Sakhawat . RS 0037
Tahsina Tasnim
(157 — 0038
Shoril Zadd Alam RS 0039
Fahimida Naz
RS 0040
RS 004 ]
RS 0043
RS 0043
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Child Development Through Play

REATED in Sweden,

the United States and

Switzerland, the first
toy ltbraries were institutions
which lenl out games and toys.
Their counterparts in Latin
America, known as ludotecas,
are something quite different
in that their centre of interest
has shilled away [rom games
and toys towards the players,
who are offered a range of play
activilics.

In societies suflering rom
chronic economic crisis, the
creation of institutions for play
may secm like a luxury. In the
name of this misconceptlion
those children who most need
to play are often deprived of
the opportunity to do so. With
its inleraction between com-
municalion and creative cx-
pression, Ireedom and sell-
discipline, play is extremely
valuable in child development
and in helping children Lo fully
belong 1o Lheir culture and so-
ciety.

Latin American ludotecas
scek to do more than fll the
gaps in the lormal education
system. The experience of the
network ol ludolecas extend-
ing from Mexico to Terra del
Fuego which has been set up
under the auspices of the

By Raimundo Dinello
—LCourtesy UNESCO
Courier
Federation Latinoamericana de
Ludotecas (FLALU), created in
1986 on the Initiative of
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and
Uruguay, shows that they can
also help o solve some serfous
problems of the Third World,
such as dropping out of school,

{lliteracy, juvenile delinquency
and marginalization.

Making toys from scrap ma-
terials or using local cralt
techniques, finventing dis-
guises, games ol skill and
compclitions, discovering na-
ture and the environment, as
well as introduclory courses in
music, theatre and dance, are
just a fcw of the activities ol-
f[ered by Lhese institutions
which give pride of place to
imaginalion and initiative.

Most Latin American |u-
dotecas arc associaled with
projects lo combat marginal-
ization. They operate in con-
junctiop with educators and
sociocultural workers, but in
most cases il is Lhe community
associalions that decide to sct
them wp and run them.
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Tiny Star
by Diran (Age 10)
A tiny star fell from the sky, into the soa,
The [ishcs rushed over to look for it.
"How stupid of youl You are looking
said the
its two shells.

"Here i1 is!” cried the fishes, ;
A lovely pearl gleamed between

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kR

oyster, and

edges
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Whether it forms part of an ex-
tracurricular education pro-
ject, of the social development
centre ol a poor district, or of
a children's dispensary, each
ludoteca has its own methods
of work and its own objectives.
But they all have a social and

educational function, the idea
being that play will encourage
the development of more cre-
ative, sell-reliant individuals,
better equipped lo contribute
lo society.

One nolable example is the
ludoleca started in the big Lop
of a circus as ol an itiner-
ant cultural programme in
Brazil's mining district. The
crealive and organizational
abilities that both child and
adult participants discovered
in themselves thanks 1o the
ludoteca led to Lthe establish-
ment of an association lo im-
prove lving condilions in the
neighbourhood.

RIDDLES

1: What is it that wipes its face
with two hands all day ?
Rep. ol Korea

2. | see him, but he does not
‘see me.
Burma
3. What four letters would
frighten a thiel?
Papua New Guinea

4. The white man with a black
hai.
Sri Lanka

5. There is a woman who
WEArs A cnown

And has cyes all over.
Philippines

6. Flying high in the sky
In a disciplined life;
In early spring, migrating te
the north,
In late autumn, staying in the
south.

China

Fill out this form and send it to us, and you will be a member
of the Rising Star Club. Send in your writings illustrations,
and cartoons. It is an ideal opportunity to express yourself

through the print media.

Name:

Father’s Name:
School:
Full Address:

Telephone No.




