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Kurds reject Iraqi
terms for lifting
blockade

KHALIFAN lraq, Jan 9:
Kurdish rebels have decided o
reject the Iraql governments’
latest terms for lifty the

blockade (t impos on
Kurdistan 10 weeks , &
Kurdish leader sal on

Wednesday, reports Reuter.
The Kurds say the -
ment has offered teo lift the
blockade il the rebels let Iragi
military and security personnel
back to rebel held territory.
We are rejecting it
Mahmoud Osman, Chatrman of
the Kurdistan Socialist Party
(XSP) , said after a meeting of
the Kurdistan [ront in the
town of Khalifan. It is unac-

The Kurdistan front, an al-
Bance ol eight political parties
backed by guerilla armics,
functions as the de facto gov-
ermmment in northern Irag.

Baghdad interrupted fuel
and food supplies to Kurdistan

and cut ofl the salaries of gov-
ermmment employees there in
late October, apparently in an
attempt to win Kurdish assent
to a drafl autonomy agrecment.

Kurds queue for days o got
petrol many houscholds
are without kerosene for
heating in the dead of wintcr.
Some familtes are doing with-
out meal and mild because
food prices have more than
doubled .

The autlonomy negeoliations
began soon afler the Kurdish
rebellion against Saddam
Hussein collapsed last year
They have been stalled for
months because the Kurds
and the government disagrec
on territory and security ar-
rangements.
" The Kurdistan front will
meel again on Sunday Lo dc-
cide on the exact wording of
its rejection,
said.

Tamil reb
8 Lankan troops

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, Jan 9:
Tamil rebels ambushed and
killed eight Sinhalese soldicrs
Thursday in the jungles of
eastern Sri Lanka, military
said, reports AP

Four soldiers also were in-
jured in the ambush near
Paladivetti village in Ampara
district, 210 kilometers [ 130
miles ) northcast of Colombo,
said a spokesman of the Joint
Operations Command. He did

Nixon accuses
Vietnam of
misdeeds

WASHINGTON, Jan 9:
Former US President Richard
Nixon on Wednesday accuscd
Vietnam of a scries of mis-
deeds and said the Uniled
States should continue to
withhold diplomatic recogni-
tion, reports Reuter.

Nixon, in an interview on
Cable News Netlwork televi-
sion, said Vietnam had not
complied with the 1973 Paris
Peace Agreement

not give detalls.

In northwestern Mannar
district, government troops
killed three rebels, said 1
spokesman who cannot be
identified under briefing
rules. Mannar s 240 kilome-

ters ( 150 miles north of
Colombo .
The Joint Operations

Command in Colombo is the
nerve *center of military's op-
crations against Tamil rcbels
who have been fighting since
1983 to sct up a scparate na-
tion in Sri Lanka's north and
the east.

More than 8,000 people
have been killed since Junc
1990 when the re-
sumed their insurgency alter a
briel ceasefire.

Tamils, most of whom live
in the northern and eastern
districts, make up 18 per cent
of Sri Lanka's 17 million peo-
ple.

The scparatists say Tamils
are discriminated against by
the Sinhalese dominated gov-
ernment in jobs and education.
Sinhalese make up 75 per cent

of the population.
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Lithuania sets up ties with Israel :

The Baltic *state of Lithuania has established diplomaltic
relations with Israel, Tass news agency said Wedncsday,

re Reuter from Moscow.

Lithuanian Foreign Minister Algirdas Saudargas and Isracl's

ambassador to Moscow Arye
on Wed

Levin exchanged notes in Vilnius
establishing diplomatic links.

Lithuanian President Vylautas Landsbergis also held talks
with Levin on political, economic and cultural ties.

Lithuania
with Baltic

regained its independence last September along
Latvia and Estonia, halfl a century alfler

all three were annexed by the Soviet Union. .

Israeli FM to visit China: ismet rore

gn Minister David

Levy will make an official visit to

Beijing in

late January to establish diplomatic relations with China,
diplomatic sources in Beijing said Wednesday, reports AFP.

Levy is expected January 22 in the Chinesc

tal and will

stay for at least three days, forging diplomatic relations at the
ambassadorial level with his Chinese counterpart Qfan

@ichen, the sources said.

UN to send observers to Y'slavia:

The UN Security Council Wed

dispatch of 50

approved the immediate

observers to Yugoslavia to assist in the

monitoring of the ceasefire, reports AFP from New York.

front ﬂmfulll

els ln"]l-’

The council unanimously approved Resolution 727 asking
all the parties in the conflict to take the ‘measures necessary
to ensure the security of UN and European Community per-
sonnel. |

Journalist Moussa Sabri dead:

Journalist Moussa Sabri, who wrote major speeches for the

late President Anwar Sadat at the time of Egypt's historic

peace treaty with Israel, died of cancer on Wednesday,
said. He was 68,reports Reuler from Cairo.

ri, a law graduate from Cairo Untversity, took up jour-

nalism in 1944 and worked for several newspapers and

In 1968, he became Editor-in-Chiefl of Cairo's semi-offi-
cials Al-Gombouria newspaper and in 1974 he was appointed
Editor of Al-Akhbar, Cairo's best-selling daily.

During the 1970s, he became a ¢

and wrote his hes Lo the natljon. Sadal was assas-
sinated in 198] by Muslim zealots opposed to the 1980 treaty
with Israel.

14 Fili soldiers shot dead:co
munist shot dead 14 soldiers, including an army

commander, in an ambush in the northern Philippines, 'he
military said Wednesday , reports Reuter from Manila.

Eleven soldiers were wounded in Wednesday's attack by
People’s Army (NPA) rebels in mountain provinece, 250
1565 miles) north of Manila, a military said.
army battalion commander was among those killed, it
rebel
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casualties were reported in whalt was the bloodi-
est NPA attack in two months. Eighteen soldiers were killed
in a guerilla ambush in the northern region in November.

Sikh militants kill 17 more; susp
Sikh militants shot dead 17 people and injured 25 on
Wednesday in simultaneous attacks on two factory

neighbourhoods in Indfa's troubled northern state of Punjab,

officials said, Reuter from Chandigarh.
A of mi ts wearing police uniforms stormed into a
textile residential complex in Kharar town, about 18 km

(10 miles) south of the state capital of Chandigarh, killing
mpmhuﬂlnjuﬁrq 20, police in Chandi said.
Around the same time, a second group of militants at-

another mill housing complex in Malerkotala lown in
trict about 100 km (60 miles ) from Chandigarh,

killing 10 And injuring five , he said. -
all of the victims were Hindu, who form a minority

predominant in the rest of india, a police
said, adding that Hindus were separated from
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International
der firm not to swear allegiance to Ukraine

CIS faces confro
over Black Sea Flee

- SIMFEROPOL, (Ukraine) Jan
® The Commonwealth of
independent States plunged
deeper into confrontation ower
the I Black Sea Fieet
on nesday as its Comm-
ander reiterated his refusal o
swear allegiance to Ukraine,
reports Reuter.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin told Moscow Radio that
the 300-vessel lleet, claimed
by Ukraine, was indivisible
and part of commonwealth

stra lorces.
'm Black Sea Fleet can-

not be to any one republic
It has to be subordinate to the
joint command” he said.

Admiral lgor Kasalonov,
Commander - In - Chief ol the
flect was quoted by a spokes-
man as . " The Black Sca
Fleel is part of the navy and
consequently must be part ol
strategic forces under a single
command ."

The row casls doubt on
the ability of the former Sovict
republics, 11 of which united
to form the new common-
wealth last month, to ensure a
. transition from the oild
centralised political, economic
and military structures.

Tension remained high in
Georgia, the 12th former re-

blic where 1,000 people de-

warnings from the coun-
try's new military rulers and
demonstrated in support ol
deposed President Zviad Gam-
sakhurdia.

Gamsakhurdia, who fled 10
Armenia on Monday aflter a
bloody two- week power strug-
gle, iInsisted he remained
President and branded the
rebels criminals and gangsters.

"I am not going to resign. |
am

Ocarﬁll. " he said.
Yeltsin, whose government
freed prices in  Russia on

January 2, was heckled by an-
gry crowds as he visiled
provincial citics hard hit by
slecp rises.

lle was surrounded by an
indignant crowd when he vis-
ited a food shop , Tass news
agency said in a report from

still the President of -

the town ol Engles, 500 km |

JOO miles) southeast ol
» Moscow.
In Sevastopol, rters

of the Black Sea Fleel, news
agencics quoted Kasatonov as
telling local journalists at a
news conference Lhere could
be no qucstion of his men
swoaring an  oath 1o serw
Ukruine.

e added that he was ak-
ing orders from Navy Cormmuan
der Viadimir Chernavin and
Air Marshal Yevegeny Shap-
oshnikov, acting head ol
Commonwealth Armed Foroes
, and mnol from Ukrainian
MPresident Leonid Krevehuk..
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Kiev, CIS-Ukraine :

nationalize all Soviet military installations, including

Black Sea Fleet.

Kravchuk has declared him-
sell Commander of Non-
Stralcgic Forces on Ukraintan
territory and is building a
Ukraintan army on Lhe basis of
lormer Soviet Forces stationed
there.

Shaposhnikov teld the
Russian information agency in
an implied criticism of Ukra-
ine:” One should not rush 10
divide the army. lie said
negotiations with Kiev would
continue,

Wesicrn  governments have
been espectally  concerned
that control over the former
Sovict armed forees, including
somec 30,000 nu®Mcar war-
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Ukraine's Minister of Defence
General Nikolai Marozov announces that Ukraine will

the
—AFP/UNB photo

ntation

heads, be clearly established.

The Black Sea Fleel does
not have nuclear s, and
is therefore considered by
Ukraine as nonstrategic and
excluded from the common-
wealth joint military structure.
But ‘many of its vesscls can be
equip with nuclear arms f
. NECCSSary. .

The Ukrainian Defence
Ministry, in spite of agree-
menis has staried laying claim
lo ships and submarines and
is demanding that we swcar al-
legance to Ukraine soon. the
Deputy Commander of the
Neet, Rear-Admiral Stanislav
Alcxeyev, said.

Most officers and admirals
are against such a decision, he

told the newspaper Komsom-

ol Pravda.
A uter reporier and a

CNN wilevision crew sccking
access lo Kasatonov lelc-
phoned his oflice and were
told arrangements would be
made to let them cnter
Sevastopol, which is normally

Lbﬂfl En’:;r: ing the city
they were turned back by
Ukrainian police at a check-
point. They said they had re-
cetved a call from the military
commander of the region to
turn all foreigners :

The incident m'td a
Ukrainian decision on Tucsday
o lurn back a chartered plane
carrying reporters from
Moscow Lo meel DBlack Sea
Commanders in Scvastopol.

Kasalonov's spokecsman
mecting there had adopled a
decision that the flect must
remain united. They appealed
to commonwealth leaders Lo
resolve the dispule.

Gruchov also said that 5,000
local citizens had rallied in
Sevaslopol o protesl against
any Ukrainian Lakcover of the
Black Sca Flect.

lie said Kasalonov would [y
o the Ukrainian capital Kiev
on Thursday for Lalks on the
future of the Meet, which has
scrvicenwn ol more than 40
nationalitics. There are about
75,000 Russian ollicers serv-
ing in Ukraine,

Arab League call for UN
sanctions against Israel

NICOSIA, Jan 9: A senior
Arab League official called
Wednesday for UN sanctions to
be invoked against Israel, re-
ports AFP,

League Deputy Secretary
General Adnan Omran, speak-
ing to journalists in Cairo,
urged that UN provisions for
the adoption of sanctions and
ultimate use of force be ap-
plied to lsrael to force it to
comply with UN resolutions.

It is tme that the provi-
sions of Chapter 7 of the UN
charter be applied to Israel to
remind it of the measures that
can be taken by the United
Nations to ensure that interna-
tional law is respected, as was
done during the Gulf crisis”,
he said.

That was an allusion to the

“use of Chapter 7 by the United

States and its allies to justify

their military campaign a ycar
ago to drive Iragi troops oul of
Kuwait.

Omran's comments came as
Arab declegates preparced to
begin a round of peace Lalks
with the Jewish statc in
Washington.

He stressed that Isracl must
be reminded that "Security
Council resolutions afe bind:
ing. especially 242 and 338, as
well as 726. -

The first two measurcs,
adopted in 1967 and 1973,
call for an IsracH withdrawal
from Arab land tn exchange for
peace, while the third — ap-
proved Monday — condcmns
Isracl for a plan to deport 12
Palestinians from the occupicd
territories.

The unanimous condemun.i-
tion salvaged the third round

of bilateral Arab-Isracli pecace
talks that had been due 10 stan

in Washington on Tuesday.

Delegates representing
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the
Palestinians last weck sus-
pended their departure for the
United States to protest the
isracli expulsion order, issued

last Thursday.

But Arab negotialors re-
versed their decision following
the Security Council vole
Monday and were preparing lo
travel to Washington — where
the Israeli delegation has been
since Monday — by the end of
the week.

The Syrian Foreign Ministry
predicted that negotialions
would resume next Monday or

Tuesday.

Taiwan to ease

visa regulations

TAIPElL -Jan 9 : Tatwan will
case its visa regulations, allow-
ing some foreigners to apply
for visas upon arrival, to facils-
tate trade and tourism, the
Foreign Ministry said on

Wednesday, reports Reuter.

The cabinet had approved a
ministry proposal to allow for-
cigners 1o apply for visas on
arrival instead of having to ap-
ply overseas, a ministry
spokesman said. A visa office
was being set up at Taipet's in-
ternational airport, he said.

The new rules will at first
apply only to foreigners invited
to Tailwan by government or
privale organisations, includ-
::E:I companies, the spokesman

US reaffirms pledge

to Asian security

TOKYO, Jan 9: The United
States reallirmed its commil-
ment to Asian regional secu-
rity in talks with Prime
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa
which lasted about half an hour
here .today, Japanese official
said, reports AFP.

Bush said that despite the
loss of its 7th fleet naval scr-
vicing base in the Philippincs
., the U.S. commitment to re-
gional sccurity remained
strong, the oflicial said.

Japan also pledged 1o
conlinue to play its role under
its security treaty with the

‘United States.

During their talks, Bush fn-

! vited Miyazawa to visil the

United Staltes.
Miyazawa accepted and a

visit around May is bceing -

planned , the official added.

Bush also issued an invita- -

tion to Emperor Akihito to
visit America, the first by a
Japanese Emperor since World
War 11 . Miyazawa said the In-
vitation would be considered
by the government .

Both Miyazawa and Bush
commented on developments
in the Commonwecalth of
Independent States the
former Soviet Union and
hoped that the efforts of the
new republics towards
democratisation and economic
reform would succeed.

Arafat meets
Saddam

BAGHDAD, Jan 9: Palestine
Liberation Organisation leader
Yasser Arafat met here
Wednesday with [ragqi
President Saddam Husscin,
the Iragi news agency said
here, reports AFP.

The agency gave no details
of the content of the talks,
which were the first publicly
announced to have taken place
between the two men since
last July 13.

DPRK praises
suspension of

jt exercise -

TOKYO, Jan 9: North Korca
today praised the suspension
of joint US-South Korea mili-
tary excrcises this year as a
lucky circumstance, reports
AFP,
We hail the South Korcan
authorities decision Tuesday to
suspend the team spirit joint
military exercise this year, the
committee for the peaceful
unification of the fatherland
said in a statement {in

Pyongang.

Guerillas kill
Spanish air

force commander

BARCELONA, Spain, Jan 9:
Suspected Basque guerillas
killed a Spanish air force
commander in a Barcelona
street ambush on Wednesday,
officials said, reports Reuter .

Gunmen struck for the
second time in a month, tar-
geling Barcelona for violence
in the run-up to the 1992

Olympics.

Two atlackers shot at the
military car in a narrow sireel,
wounding two other air force-
men - a lieutenant and chaul-
feur.
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OAff the Record

MILWAUKEE: A man was accused of his grifriend
with a broken beer bottle and trying 1o suck her blood afler
walching a vampire movie, says AP.

J Wilhelm, 38, of St. Francis was charged with
rment while armed in the alleged attack on
Katherine W. Ziclski, 30.

Police said Wilhelm flew into a rage afler watching Son of
Darkness: To Die for II', on New Year's Eve. Wilhelm threw
around the t, choked Ms Ziciski, broke a
pottle and cut her chest and cat, police said,

Ms Ziclski told authoritics Wilhelm Lried to drink blood
one of her wounds. She was trealed for culs and other
injurtes.

If convicied, Wilhelm could get up o0 two years in prison
and a 10,000 dpllar fine. '

Kiss careful, TV merciful

COLOMBIO: A little bit of kissing is essential, a
minister said Thu when asked whether kissing scenes
have been banned on slale run iclevision, reports AP,

"No we have not banned kissing™, said A B
depuly minister for information. “Taking inlo account Sri
Lanka's culture and religion, we do censor kissing scenes in

bedrooms”, he old reporters.
Some reporiers told him that a scene a mother
a pro-

kissing her children also was apparently removed
gramme broadcast by the Rupavahini television.

“That must be the work of over-enthustastic officials... A
Hitle bit of kissing is also esscntial, v ithe minister said.

The conservative stale-controlled Rupavahini broadcasts
mostly religious and political programmes. Entertainment is

Itmueduﬂnu-handmrtmnm-nddm“.
als and romance on the screen is frowned upon.

Heil Hitler !

VIENNA : Police on Tuesday arrested an Austrian Neo-Nazi
who lold US and European lelevision networks that Adolf
Hitler was a “greal man” and getting Jews out of Austria and
Germany would be “no problem”, reports Reuter.

- Gotifried Kucsscl, 33, made the remarks in interviews last
month with the Ametican network show ABC-Nightline and

::::I\ the European nctwork Tele 5, Justice Ministry sources

“Unlortunatcly, the Germans lost World War Two", the
Auslrian news agency APA quofed him as

Kuessel alsowsaid the Nazi holocaust, in which stx milllon
Jews were murdered, was a myth. There had been concentra-
lion camps bul no organised slaughter.

Kuessel also allegedly said he wanled to resurrect the
C.tmvk:liun on such a charge carries a heavy prison term. -

Army intervention in
Algeria's polls feared

vous fundamentalist lea

;

ALGIERS, Jan 9 : Extensive

movements of troops and po-
lice were reported by an
Islamic fundamentalist leader
Wednesday, one week before
-1nofl clections in which his
{puily was [avoured, reports AP,

Algeria’'s Soviet-trained
army leadership is hostile to
the fundamentalist I[slamic
Salvation Front. Algerian media
have speculated that the army
might intervene to prevent the
party from taking power.

Since the first-round voting
December 26, Salvation Front
spokesmen have urged the
army to "protect the people's
choice.”

In an apparent attempt to

soothe the generals, the fun-
damentalists have moderaled
their rhetoric while continuing
to promise to run the country
by strict Islamic law.

But on Wednesday, a ner-

Libya woos

MOSCOW, Jan 9 : A Russian
scientist sald Wednesday that
Libya has offered high-paying
jobs 1o his colleagues at
Moscow's top nuclear institute,
providing new evidence the
Soviet Union's collapse could
spread nuclear technology, re-
ports AP.

Western leaders have ex-
pressed - mounting concern
that the political breakup of
the Soviet Unfon and its crum-
bling economy could lead to
the transfer of nuclear
weapons — or scientists ca-
pable of buflding them.

Vyacheslav Rozanov, deputy
chief of the thermonuclear de-
partment at Moscow's

Kurchatov Institute of Atomic
Energy, told the Assoclated
Press that Libya had offered
jobs to at least two of his co-
workers.,

Both scicntists turned down
the jobs and templing dirs
2,000-a-month salaries — very
high by Russian standards,
Rozanov said. But he added
they might say 'yes' to more
money next time.

"Many of the specialists at
our institute are pursuing with
great interest the chance to
work abroad,” he said, "The
economic problems in our
country affect scicntists, too.”

The demise of the Soviel
Union has raised fears world-

Russian nuclear

wide that its technology could
be bought by the highest bid-
der, including Libya, Iraq and
other states that are trying to
develop nuclear weapons.

Rozanov's slory was origi-
nally rcported in Wednesday's
cdition of USA Today.

Rozanov said the Kurchatov
Institute, which carries out
civilian and military research,
Is Lrying to discourage its sci-
cnlists [rom emigrating or
working abroad.

e sald his two co-workers,

‘both graduates of Russia's

Power Encrgy Institute with
knowledge of nuclear reactors,
were approached (wice b
Libya. lic declined to identi

them.

A privale Libyan cilizen
originally madc the oflcr at an
cnergy conlference in Moscow,
inviting the Russians to work
at:the Trajura nuclear research
cenire on the Libyan coast just
east of Tripoli, said Rozanov.
The scientists rejecled the of-
fer, he said. _

Within the last month, the
two ' scienlists were contacted
again by the same Libyan, who
offered salaries “in the range of

dirs 2,000,” said, Rozanov.
They again rejected the jobs,
he said.

For mosl Sovicls, whose

average monthly wage Is less
than dirs 10 at the official ex-

" a forcign

reported the deployment of
Lroops.
"Extensive movements of
police and army soldiers have
urs in the majority of the
country's reg . Salvation
::mll:m I:-dl:lr Abdel Kader
ac i told reporters at a
news conference in the
Alrican capital. -

He said the d s

will be no runofl. He provided
no other details.

_The government declined
to commenl on the report of
troop movement.

However, a military source
speaking on condition of
anonymily said the army had
been in a state of alert since
December 26,

chan rale, dirs 2,000 a
month is a huge sum.

Rozanov saild the Libyan
proposals were to work on
peaceful uses of nuclear energy
only. Butl he acknowledged that
the two experts’ abilitics could
casily be applied to’ nuclear
weapons as well.

He said several dozen ex-
perts from the institute al-
ready have taken jobs in the
United States, Japan and other
couniries,

Analely Zemskov, a
spokesman for Russia’'s
Nuclear Power Minisiry, said
he knows of one case in which
rnment tried to
hire one of the ministry’'s spe-

e 2

experts

cialists and offered him dirs
5.000 a month.

But there is no trend of this
kind — yet," said Zemskov.

The nis is to
improve 'ﬂnl:mwﬂmcﬂ
conditions” for its nuclear ex-
peris to keep them from leay

ing, he added.
"I cannot blame <o -
leagues if they go work for fec-

eign countries.” sald Yuvel
Rogozhin, head spokesman b
the Russian nuclear
agency, Gosatomnadzor,
inspects the nation's nuclear
facilities.

Rdgozhin said there are
probably “5,000 leams of scl-
entists in Moscow



