Senior Division le

ague from tomorrow

New sponsors, a new name

The Senior Di-
vision football le-
aguc, the cynosu-

re of all sporting
compctitions in

the country, star-
ts tomorrow at the Mirpur

lh#l!udium
premier soccer lowur-
nament, which remained sus-

pended for the past two sca-
sohs owing to a variety ol rea-
sona, is set to kick -off tomor-

Sports Reporter
in the evening, inftial year of sponsorship.
Twenly lcams, including The :'.humpiunlh;g. com-
two new prumotees, will be  prising as many as 195 games,
taking part in the league which  scheduled Lo run until April 18

from this scason has been re-
titled the Star Scnior Diviston
League aller the name of a
pepular cigarcite brand of its
new  sponsors Bangladesh
Tobacco Company. The tobacco
ts signed a new three -year

¢al with the Bangladesh

Football Federation, replacing

— barring unloreseen inter-
ru that ts — will be de-
c on & slraight, single-
leaguc basis. Abahani Krira
Chakra and Mohammedan
Sporting, Ul lwo lraditional

ts of Lhe country's soccer,
are billed o feature in the last
fixture of the league three days

Ruhul Amin’ Majumdar (R), Manager
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Senior Division football league, talking to newsmen yesterday.

row afterfioon at 4 pm, with
reigning champions Abahani
lrlunéh.lku facing Police
Athletic Club, the newly-pro-

moled team of the league. The
secopd match on the inaugural
day will pit Sadharan Bima
against Rahmaiganj MFS at six

The final of the

eight national

youth under-19

football champi-

onship for ¢

Su Cup

kicks off today at 2:15 pm at
Stadium.

# DSA and Pabna DSA
will clash in the final to decide
the eight Suhrawardy Cup title,

Both the finalists arc play-
ing in the final for the first

time.
Tangail beat Khulna DSA 3-

0 in the semifinal with Bazlur
Rahman scoring one and
Chapal slamming home the
other two.

Earlier in the group aflair,

they had outplaycd Ehlll.agonf‘
DSA 2-0, Chapal scoring bot

former sponsors National Bank
Limited who lent their name
to the league fur three years. It
is learnt that BTC will be pay-
ing Taka 17 lukhs 10 the Dhaka
Metropolis Foolball Association
(DAMFA), who will be running
the league for the BFF, in the

Sports Reporter

‘the MI for the winnors,

On the other hand, Pabna
beat hosls Naogaon 2-] in the
other semifinal. Marufl and
Rashed scored one goal each
for the winners.

In the group maich, they
had oulplayed Jhenidah 4-2 in
the tie-breaker.

Ten teanis — Chittagong,
Khulna, Nilphamari, Tangail,
Netrokona, Comilla, Pabna,
Jhenidah, seventh Suhraw
Cup champions Feni and hosts
Noagaon — qualificd for the fi-
nal round.

Forcign Minister, ASM
Mustalizur Rahman will wit-

ness the [inal as the chief '

guest and distribute
awards among the winners.

the

Corpcrate Affairs of BTC, the
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new sponsors of the
—Star photo

after the next Bengali New
Year. According Lo the pro-

gramme, Lhere will be two

matches daily, starting at 3:00
and 5:00 pm Tespectively.
Tickels for the galleries will
cost Taka 12 daily. Eskaton
Sabuj Sangha arc the other

Sadeque Hossain,
Minister for Youth and Sports,
and Fazlur Rahman Patal,
Stale Minislcr for
Communications, will atlend
the occaston as special guest.

Following is thc roll- of-
honour:

Ycar Chanmpions Runners-up
1974 Coumuilla Mymensingh
1975 nol held
1976 (§ T Chittagong
1977 Khubna Dihala
1978- 1981 nol held -
1982 Chit aggui i and

Barisal [Jotnt

champrons)
1983 lour nament postponed
1984 Comnilla Nelrokona
1985- |986 not held

1987 Feni

L
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Sabatini breezes througﬁ

1 SYDNEY, Jan B:
Top-sceded Gab-
ricla Sabatini of

"0 eflects of a
wng Christmas
break in downing Manbn

Bollegraf in the second:round
of the New South Wales Open

or: Wednesday, reports AP.
Sabalini, ranked third
the world, ove

gral 8-0, 6-1, with a
array of spinners [rom the
bascline, unruflled by a rain

Melbourne next Monday.

. T've been working pretty
‘bard (and) I'm playing good
lennis. Physically, | feel very
good,” said Sabatini, who had a

first-round bye and avoided a
rash of upsets that has de-

pleted the tournament of
-seeded players the first two
days. -

In the men's draw, three

‘finals despite periodic showers
‘thai halted play several times
‘and forced posiponement of
.several matches,

. Defending champion Guy
:Forget of France, the highest
rremaining sced at No 3, beal
-Javier Sanehez of Spain 6-2, 6-
- 4. He will face American Aaron
. Krickstein, a 4-6, 6-3, 6-3
~winner over Cristiano Carattf of
ltaly.

Christian Bergstrom of
Sweden scored a 6-3, 2-8, 6-1
victory over No 4 Petr Korda of
Czechoslvakia to earn a berth
against No 5 Magnus Gus-
talsson of Sweden or Omer
Camporese of Italy.

No 7 Emilio Sanchez of
Spain downed Australia’s John
Filzgerald 6-4, 6-4 and will
play Thomas Muster of Austria,
who ousted hometown hero
Todd Woodbridge 6-4, 3-6, 6-
4. Woodbridge knocked out
lop-seceded Michael Stich a day
earlier. »

American David Wheaton,
the No 8 seced, bounced back
frofi a sccond-set scrvice
break 10 bcul France's Olivier
Delaitre 6-4, 6-3. lle's
malched against either hard-
serving Bulchman Richard

Argentina showed

'@ABRIELA SABATINI

Krajicek or Jakob Hlasck of
Switzcrland. Karjicek delcated
No 2 sced Ivan Lendl on

Tuesday.
More upsets
r Al AUCKLAND, Jan
8: Jaime Yzage of
Peru and Markus
Zoecke of Germa-
ny beat seeded
players Wednes-
day in the second round of the
upset-filled dirs 182,500 New
Zealand Open tennis champi-
onships, reports AP.
. Yzaga continued his recov-
ery from a career-threatening
knee injury, defeating fourth-
sceded Spaniard Francisco
Clavet 6-4, 7-6 (7-4). Zoecke
ousted fifth-seeded Dutchman
Frul Haarhuis 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7-
2].

Alexander Volkov of Russia,
the No. 3 seed, managed Lo
buck the trend that has seen
five of the eight seeded players
beaten in the first three days
of the lournament.

Volkov struggled for three
sets in sweltering heat before
defeating Mexican Davis Cup
gla_;eﬁr Leonardo Lavalle 6-2, 4-

German qualificr Markus
Naewie continued his exccl-
lent run, upselting cxperi-
enced Argentine Davis Cup
E:Jﬂ Javier Frana 6-2, 6-3
| to the quarter-
finals of an IBM/ATP tour
event for the first time in his
career. °

The demise of Clavet has

In other women's sccond-
round matches at the White
CHy complcx in midiown
Sydney, No 3 Jana Novolna ad-
vanced when American Palty
Fendick injured her right knece
after losing Lhe’ first sel and
falling bchind 2-1 in the scc-
ond.

Ne 8 Anke lluber of
Germany., No 10 liclena
Sukova of Czcchoslovakia, No
13 Julie Halard of France and
No 15 Gigi Fernandez also ad-
vanced to Lhe third round,
along with unsceded Kimiko
Date of Japan and Barbara
Rittner of Germany.

Ritlner ousted 16th-sceded
Radka Zrubakova of Czc-
choslovakia, the fifth seced to
[all by the second round of this
dlrs 560,000 cvent.

Both Sabalini and Novolna
agreed that Scles remains the
women Lo beat at the
Australian Open.

"Monica is at the top,” said
Novotna, ranked scventh in
the world. "She hits hard and
moves well.”

Sabatini added: “to beat
Monica Scles, you have Lo mix
up your ganws, do dillcrent
things all the time.”

in Auckland

left the top half of the draw
wide open, without any sceded
players left in contention.

Andrei Cherkasov of Russia,
the No 2 seed, Volkov and No
7 MaliVai Washington of the
United States are the only
sceds left in the bottom half of
the 32-man event.

Vzaga has spent three
months recovering from a
knee injury but played excel-
lent baseline tennis.

"Every win is a good win,”
he said. "I don't really see it as
an upsct bul rather | sce every
malch as a challenge. It's good
that I've bealen a greal player

"and it has given me a lot of

cenfidence to keep playing the
same way,”

Naewie, ranked just 1556th
in the world, dominated
against Frana, serving power-
fully and hitting well-placed
ground strokes.

"I've becn playing nmy
malches here with few un-
forced errors,” he said. “That
Nds pul pressure on niy oppo-
nents.”

"I've tried to hit hard shots
from the bascline, come in and
vollcy whenever possible 10 put
the pressure on.”

The lournament is one of a
number of warmup events
prior to the Australian Open,
to be played Jan 13-286.

mﬂu from the Second

A maximum of three foreign
will be allowed lo play
leam o regls-

tration of their names 24

hours buiore the match.

TS
in

was carlicr scheduled o start

but could

prepa-

The rales of tickets for
maiches are : Datly
ticket : Th 12 each for

two nmiches; VIP season Uck-

ets: Main Gaile Tk 600; Gale Ga

and Cha Tk 500 (Tk 350 for
club officials); Gate Ka and Kha
Tk 400 [Tk 300 for chub ofli-
cials), players’ concession Tk
150 and Vendors Tk 400.

The details were disclosed
by DMFA President M Axfaul
Hoque atl a conlcrence
yesterday al the National Spo-
rts Couiwil conference room.

National Speoris Council
Chairman Major General Mah.
bubur Rahman, UBFF Gencral
Secretary tHlarun -ur -Rashid,
DMFA Sccrviary Kazi Mishu,
League Conmmilliee Secrelary
Arshad Al Mangal, BTC Cor-
porate Aflairs Manager RA Ma-
jumder and Markcling Ser-
vices Manager Jahangir Kabir
also spokc on the occasion.

" Niaz Morshed

off to Calcutta

Sports Reporter
Grandmaster Niaz Morshod
left Dhaka yesterday evening

} for Calcutta to defend his Litle

in the Goodricke Internalional
chess tournament which starts
:E%’Lhr West Bengal capital Lo-

Two other Bangladeshis, na-
tional champion Riffat bin-
Sattar and Ziaur Rahman, arc
also likely to participate in the
prestigious ten-day tourna-
ment which this year has at-
tracted ten grandmasters from
around the world.

Twenty-one year old Indian
prodigy Viswanathan Anand,
who a couple of days ago scnt
shock waves across the world
by winning the highest rated
international tournament in
Re. inl is lkely
to be the main l.hrul“llu Niaz's
title,

PTI adds Indian
Grandmasticr and currently
world number [ive,

Vishwanathan Anand, lcads a
field of cleven Grandmasters

| and 12 International Masters

in the third Goodricke inter-
nalional chess championship
which begins at the Gorky
Sadan from tomorrow,

The lournament, to be
played on Lhe Swiss league
system, will be of eleven
rounds and three will be a total
ol 94 playcers vying for the first

%prize of Rupees 40,000.
Besides Anand, the Indian

challenge will be led by an-
other Indian GM. Dibyendu
Barua and a host of other
Indian Intcrnational masters
like Pravin Thipsay, D.V.
Prasad and Raja Ravi Shekhar,

Nolable among GMs from
abroad will be the former
world juntor champion from
Bulgaria Kiril Georgicv, Kiril
Ribli of lHungary and the
Russian gquartlcet
Vyzmanavin, Viclor Bologan,
Verslav Eingorn and Vadim
Ruban. Englishmen David
Rorwood and Danicl King and
the defending champion Niaz
Morshed of Bangladesh would
also participale.

- Pioncer soccer

Gulbagh Krira Chakra
trounced Khilgaon Juba Sangha
4-1 in the Group B match of
Central Zonce in the 1991
Janala Bank Pioncer foolball
league, held yesterday at the
Khilgaon 1ligh School ground,

Gulbagh no difficully in
outplaying their much weaker
opponents.

Md. Javed put Gulbagh in
the lcad in the very fifth
minute of play.

Md. Farid doubled the mar-
gin just afler three minutes of
the first goal.

Idris Ali slotied the third
one in the third minute of the
sccond hall. .

Toullque reduced the mar-
gin for Khilgaon in the eight
minule of the second session.

Bul to the dismay of the
Khilgaon playcrs and support-
ers, Md. Javed scored his sec-
ond lo complete the tally for
Gulbagh Krira Chakra.

The first match of the same
group, between llarfjan Sebak
Samity and Khilgaon Srijont
Sangsad at the venue ended in
a2-2 draw.

Sam Das and Mrinal Das
scored one cach for the un-
touchables” while Mamunur
Rasheed slammed home both
the goals for Srijoni Sangsad.

At the Oulet Stadium,
Golam Mostala Lance blanked
Kalindi Krira Chakra 3-0 in the
Group-13 maich of West Zoric.

Alexy

Sport
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Green Delta league from tomorrow

Sports Reporter

Defending champions Aba-
hani Krira r'a-.krl will take on
newcomers Bangladesh Spor-
ting in the opening encounter.

The 16-leam league will be
formally inaugurated by Nasir
Ahmed Chowdhury, Managing
Director of Green Delta

Insurance Company, the spon-
sors of the meet, at 2:45 pm

lomorrow.

- The icams taking part in
this yeur's league, organiscd by
the Bangladesh Hockey
Federation, are Abahani Krira
Chakra, Mohammedan Spor-
ting Club, Ajax Sports Club,
Mariners Young Club, Sonali
Bank, Sudharan Bima, Bache-
lors Sporting Club, Bangladesh
Railway, Azad Sporting Club,
Dhaka Wanderers Club,
Dangledcsh Ansars,

Polive, Wart Club, Usha Krira
Chakra, Bangladesh Sporu
and Viloria Sporting Club.
these, Bangladesh Sporing will
be making their First Division
debut. having topped the
Second Division league In
1980-90. I'WD, the winners of
the 1990-9] Sccond Division

which ended only last
month, will have to wait until
the next league to make their
First Divisiuon appearance.

According to the by-laws of

the compctition, the [irst
straight lo will be followed
by a supcer with the top
six lenins.

Every participating side can
regsicr a maximum of three
foreign players, all of whom
can lake the ficlkd on the same
q"l'l:nc malches will be of 70
minutcs duration with twe
equal sessions of 35 ndnutes.

Except on the opening day,
there will be two matches
ﬁ)ﬂd everyday with Lhe starts

ng scheduled for 1:46 and
3:15 pm.

Among Lthe sixieen leams in
the fray. only five have won the
championship honours since

™

Nasir Ahmed Cho

‘mounied scrious

. g

curd in the competition, have league sinee 1987-88,

annceed Lhe Uitk on as many
as cight eccasions. Their arch-
rivals Muhammedan Sporting
Club have won our times while
Am Sporis Club became
c wpions lwice— in |1986-87
and 1987-88 Sadharan Bima,
another side which has always
title cha-
lienges in Lhe lcague, won the
honours in 1983-B4. On twuo
other occasions thcy finished
runncrs-up, boehind Abahani. in
1982-83 aowd In 1984-85.

in the scevenicen years of
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wdhury (R), Managing Director of Green De

lta Insurance , addressing

newsmen yesterday in connection with the start of this year's First Division hockey

s inceplon In 1973-74.
Retgning champions Aba-

hant Krira Chakra have Lhe
mosl distinguished track re-

the First Division lcague, com-

petition was not held in 19786

77 and again in 1985-88.
Green Ixella Insurmance

Company has sponsored the

Star pho

claimed cost them around
Taka five lak m-hk i
some less h:lﬁm pr:

gramme, such as junior table
tennis leagucs for boys and

=!wl-.

Novotna adamant

(o unsettle Seles

SYDNEY, Jan B : Jana
Novoina, deprfved by Monica
Scles of her first Grand Slam
title In last ycar's Australian
Opcen final, s adamant only
mixed-up game can lopple the
world numboer one next week,

rcports AFT,
Novolna, rankoed seven In
the world, said here

Wodnesday Lthat she had the
allround gamc to unsettle
Sclcs, who won Lhree of the

. Grand Slams she contesled

lasl ycar — Australian, Fench
and US Opcns.

"Al the moment from the
bascline | think ghat Monica is
the best,” 23 -year old Novolna
told a press conference.

"You might just possibly stay
on the baschine and keep hit-
ting and running with her, or
somc of the players, like me,
could iry lo do something
clsc.”

The mixed-up game is the
only way Lo beat Monica.

"I don't think you can come
to the nct and pressure her all
the time, she can gét used Lo
Lthat as she has a target and can
just muke passing shots.”

"With Monica, | rcally think
you have stay buck, come in
and makc some unexpectled
drop shols, scrve some  aces
and keep her guessing.”

Third-sccded Novolna went
a sicp closer Wodnesday to de-
fending her New South Walces
Opcen Utle when her American
opponcent  Pally Fedick, was
foreed Lo relire with a knee
injury during the sccond set of
a sceond round cncounter.

The Czcchoslovak was
leading 7-6 (7-3), 2-1 at the
time of Fendick's withdrawal
and now mcets Julie Halard of

TOKYO, Jan B :
He probably
shouldn't have
gone for that

W, -
second wset of

Lennis with

Emperor Akthito, but, like his
wile said, the Bushes just
aren’t used to losing, reports
AP.

President Bush, who col-
lapsed at a state banquelt
Wednesday night, played an
hour of vigorous lennis carlier
in the alternoon with the em-
peror, and, after losing the
first set 6-3, asked Akihilo for
another go.

He and doubles partner
Ambassador Michael Armacost
also lost that set to the em-
peror and Crown Prince
Naruhiio 6-3.

"l can't explain what hap-
pened to George, because it
ncver happened before,” Mrs
Bush said at the banquct afler
her husband was whisked away
in his presidential limousine.

"Bul I'm beginning to think
it was the ambassador's fault
He and George played the cm-
peror and the crown prince in
tennis today and were badly
beaten. And we Bushes aren't
used (o that,” she jokod.

White House doctors said
Bush was likely suffering from
stomach [lu, and that the ten-
nis match was not neccssarily
a factor,

But Bush, 67, had comn-
plained of jet lag earlicr in Lhe
day, and reportedly told the
cmperor that he had felt worn
out after arriving in Japan on
Tuesday on the last leg of a
gruelling tour through Asia.

Kyodo News Scrvice re-
ported that after the maltch

ne set t

Bush said he and Armacosl
were just not able to kevp up
with the G8-ycar-old emperor
and his 3] -year-old son.

You could double his age
and he still wouldn't be as okl
as | am.” Kyodo quoted Bush as
saying of Naruhito.

Barbara Bush chatied with
Empress Michiko during the
match, and the royal couple's
younger son and his wile, hold
ing their infant daughtcr, also
walched from the sidelncs.

It was the second Unw [Jush
and the emperor have. ncl on

170-team entry
for Barcelona
Summer Games

LAUSNNE, Switxrland, Jan
8: A record 170 wivms  have
cnlered the July 25-Aug 9
Summuer Olympics  in
Barcclona, the Intcrnational
Olympic Commiltce said
Tuesday, reports Al

All nauvonal Olympic com-
mitlees recognized by the 10C
accepled the Olympic body's
invitalions, according to a
stalcment from 10C headquar-
tcrs thal did not list individual
countrics.

It would make¢ DBarcclona
the first boycoll-free Summer
Ganmws since 1972, rellecting
the end of the Cold War and
political reform in South
Alrica.

Brunci was Lhe last country
to mwel Lhe I0C's Dece 31
roalnmrk deadline, cxtended
rom Nov 25 o give stragglers
extra Lime. )

Lewis eyes 3 golds in Barcelona

MILAN, Italy, Jan 8 : Carl

_Lewis, voted the best athicte of

1991 in several world surveys,
on Wednesday was quoted as
saying he's undecided in which
events lo shoot for three gold
medals at the Barcelona
Olympics, reports AP.

The American track star,
who has a career record of six
Olympic titles, said he was
conlemplating trying the 200
melers.

"I will test the 200 meters
at the US trials. After that |
will decide which events enter
between the 100 meters, long

jump, 200 meters and relay. |
hope o start in three events at

Barcclona,” Lewis said in a

telephone interview with
Italy’'s largest sports daily,
Gazzcella dello of Milan.

- He also said in the pub-
lished interview that he aims
to jump a world-record 30 feet
(9.15 metres) in the long

jump, de¢throning fellow coun-
tryman Mike Powell who upset
Lewis in the long jump [inals at
the world champiohships in
Tokyo last year.

"My trainer has been long
saying | can jump 30 feet and 1

am convinced by now | can do
IL." Lewis said.

He dcnied published re-
ports Lthat he may retire
following the 1993 world track
championships in Stuttgart.

“l said in a recent interview

I have planned my sporting]| .

activitics through 1993. But
this docs not mean | am gofng
to retire,” the 31-year-old
American said.

Lewis won four Olympic -
tles in Los Angeles in, 1984
and lwo in Seoul, the 100 me-
lers and the long jump, in
1988. '
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Home Minister Abdul Matin Chowdhury giving away pl'*.il-l;;l to B;&F Games gold winning
shooter Kazi Shahana Parveen at the reception accorded to her and others by Narayanganj

DSA yesterday.

—Star photo

L

oo many for Bush

the tennis courts. Their first
match was in Oclober 1987,
when Akthile, then crown
prince, was wvisiling

N Hu:g. who was vice prosi-

duent at the time, lost that

match lop.

During a brief with
Bush at the | Pulace
carlier In the , Akihito

thanked the president for al-
tending Lthe funeral for
Emperor Hirohilo, Akihito's fa-
ther, in 1990,

Bush's arrival Tucsday coin-
cided with Lthe third anniver-
sary of Hirohite's death.
Japan's imperial family, Prime
Minister Kitch! Miyazawa and
scnior government officials
market the anniversary in
Tokyo while Dush was tavcling
in weslern Japan.

WTA's top 20

The top 20 women's singles
players, according to rankings
issued by the Women's Tennis
Association on Monday.

Monica Scles (Yugoslavia)
Stelli Graf

Gabricla Sabatini {Argen-
tina) '

Martina Navratilova (US)
Aranixa Sanchcz Vicario
[Spain)
Jennidfer Capriatd (US)
Jana Novolna (Czcechoslo-
vakia)

Mary Joc Fermnuusdez (US)
Conchita Martincz (Spain)
lﬁﬂ i ".l“ H.hw,mm-
(Switzcrland)

Kalcerina Maleeva

. Zina Garrison (US)
Nathalic Tauzial (France)
Anke Huber [Germany)
Leila Meskhi (Soviet Union)
Judith Wiesncr (Ausiria)
lclena Sukova [Czechoslo-

ggﬁc Appelmans (Belgi-
un ;

19. Julic lHalard (France)

20. Lor McNedl (US).

N'ganj fetes
its heroes

Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan B : The
Narayanganj District Sports
Association loday accorded a
reception lo those Narayanganj
residents who won medals for
Bangladesh in the recently
concluded fifth SAF Games in
Colombo.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, who allended as
chicl gucst, gave away prizes to
Kazi Shahana Parveen, who
won d shooling gold, Md.
Mukhlesur Rahman who won
the 200m brcasistroke swim-
ming gold, and to Rehana
Zaman, Kazi Ferdousi Poly —
Shahana's sister
Shalikuzzaman and Mahmuda
Sharif, who all won bronze
medals at the Games. They
were presented the
Narayanganj DSA blazers and
cresis. Two others — foot-
ballers Golam Ghouse and
Kamrul Islam Tipu — who were
also in the bronze-winnin
football tcam, fafled to at
Hhe reccption. '

labibur Rahman, Deputy
Comnussioncr and chicl of the
NDSA presided over the im-
pressive function held at the
Shaheed Zia auditorium.

Spcaking on the occasion,
lHHome Minister Matin
Chowdhury congratulated the
athlctes, swimnwr and shoot-
crs saying they had done the '
country proud and their feats
would Inspire the younger
guncrations of the country to
greater deeds in future,
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