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Help build
self-reliant
country

Jan B : Law and Juslice
Minister Mirza Golam Ilafiz on
Tuesday called upon the peo-
ple to cooperate with the pre-
sent government whole hcart-
edly to build a self-rcliant
country, reports UNB.

Addressing two scparale
public gatherings at Telulia
and Atuary u of the dis-
trict, the Law Minister said
that no development cffort
could 'o‘}mtif wit{mul partici-
pation people.

He said that BNP 'rn-
ment being accountable o the
people for its activities, would
remain ever vigilant against
misuse of power and misap-
E;upmuon of national wecalth

guarter.

The Minister ur the lo-
cal people to work for success-
ful implementation of family
planning and compulsory pri-
mary ecducation to Hulhr
happy and prospcrous

JORBRN.

Cold wave
claims 3 more
lives

Jan 8 : The cold wave
sweeping across the country
claimed three more lives in
the district raising the
death toll to five, reports UNB.

The victims are Joytun DBibi
(70) in Sadar upazfla, Abdul
Kader (45) and Mukunda Shil
(60) of the town.

They failed to sustain the
harsh bite of the unusually cold

weather, local people said.
!

JHENIDAH

Terrorists

leader surrenders

Jan 8 : The leader of Lhe
terrorists group called "Alf
Bahini” surrendered at
Sailkupa thana of thngl-lrh:t
on Tuesday, reports U

ldris All, leader of the
group which commilicd a
large number of crimes in the
district, also ed a luls
mortcr, one 303 rifle and 7
rounds of ammunition.

He was earlier awarded a
life-term imprisonment for a
murder in Kumarkhali upazila
of Kushtia district in 1978,
There were also a large num-
ber of other cases against him.

PABNA

Dacoits loot

200 grams of
gold, Tk 69,000

Jun 8 : Two scparsic da-
cottics wore commiticd atl iwo
houscs in Lthe lown here
Monday night, reports UND.

Dacoits stormed al the
housc of Abu | lussaln, owner ol
Modern Press of College Para
and lovoted 200 granms of gold
and cash Tuka 52,000,

In anolther daceily al

Two scparalt Ccascs wore
filed tn those copmection.
Tonect

unit of Bangladesh Sicel and
Engincering Corperation

The Minister said the pre-
scnt it would net
tolerale any kind of misauan-
agement in the industrial sce-
wr. lle said the nalion would
nol becar Lthe burden of the

industrial concerns. |l
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NETRAKONA

Freedom Fighters
urged to resist
conspirators

State Minfstler for
Establishment Md Nurul Huda
has called upon the Freedom
Fighters to resist those who
spcaks against the spirit of
Libcration War and natjonal in-
tegrity, reports BSS.

ll¢c was addressing a gather-
ing organised by local
Muktijoddha Command
Council at Barabazar in
Nctrokona on Sunday.

The State Minister said late
President Ziaur Rahman, the
founder of BNP, was a greal
Frecedom Fighter. So, the pre-
scntl government can not tol-
cralc any negligence to and
conspiracy against the
Freedom Fighters, he said.

The State Minister said the
government was pledge-bound
o revive and uphold the spirit
of Libcration War,

Elaborating the role of the
Trecasury and the Opposition
benches 'in the prevailing
democratic environment, the
Stlalc Minister said Lhat cvery-
one must speak and work with
full responsibility and sincer-
ity.

II:I said national intcrest
and survival of demweracy were

,ul prime importancce and par-

tisan interest should jcopar-
adise greater national intcrest

KUSHTIA

Govt college
classes, polls

postponed

Jan 8 : Authorities of the lo-
cal Government College on
Tucsday suspended college
union uplo January .12 loliow-
ing a clash between two rival
groups of studcnis, rcpor(s
UND.

They have also suspended
all classes 2zt the college il
January 13.

The local unils of Chhalra
League and Islami’ Chhatra
Shibir have been engaged in al-
lercation and clashes for guilc
some Lime.

The Principal of the colk ge
has sct up a Laison commilice
to scitle the dispute betwceen
the iwo student nisalions.

Last mect.ing of the Haison
commilice was held on
Monday, bul fafled o producc
any fruitful result

SIRAJCGANYS

One killed, wife
arrested

Jan 8 : I'vlice arrcsied a
young houscwife of Tclkup
village In Sadar uparila of the
district Monday in conncection
with the killing of her hus-
band, reports UNLL

According to police,
Suhrawardy (26), husband of
accused Golenoor Degum (20)
wias killed on Doeeciuber 31, On
the fatclull duy o of al-
leged miscreants called him
oul of the housc at dead of
night while he was slocping.

Later his beheaded body
wus found in a ncarby dilch of
his housec.

Police suspecis that
Colenoor s somchow con-
nuciod with Lhe assallants, She
wdmiticd that she knew the
killcrs but denied any involve-
ment in the killing.

FARIDPUR

Call to pass
Indemnity
Repeal Bill

Jan B8: Mr. Mosharral
lossain MP has urged for pass
ing the Indemnity Ordinancy
{iicpeal) Bill in the current
scssion of PParliament o pave
the way for a healthy political
atmosphere in the country,
rcporis UISS.

lic was addressing the an-
nual confercnce of Bhanga
Thana Chhﬂn Leaguc nnd

Faridpur district Chhatra
League President |labibur Rah-
man inauguraled Lthe con-
ferenog hundreds of stu-
dents present there,

GAZIPUR

Fish disease
Jan 8: Fish discase has
broken out in am epidemic

t.kl:t shole ¥ hl. P’“",
boal, and shing
been affected by discase

known as ulcerative syndrome.
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water out of the ditch.

RAJI3AI, Jan 8 : More than
40,000 fishcrmen of the dis-
trict arc facing unemployment
becausc of abnormal fall in
quantity fish.

Fish production this year
suffcred a serious set back in
the district due to massive sil-
tation of rivers, canals, haors
and bcels, indiscriminatc
catching of fish fry by non-pro-
fessionals and alarming out
break of discases.

With the advent of winlcr,
most of the rivers, canals,
beels and haors have becn
dried up. These water bodics
carlicr were silted up by the
sand fall during the floods.

Unabaled catching of [ish
fry by large number of non-
fishernicn has also hamperced
the natural of fish.

It is alicged that a group of
peoplc Iiﬂnﬂg along the river
side calch fish fry rampantly
defying the government ban
during breeding time.

Fish discase that broke out
epidcmically all over Lhe
country perished about 50 per
cent of total fish in rivers,
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CATCHING OF FISHES: Indiscriminate catching of [ishes mludmg the ﬁsh fr:, IS
decreasing the total production. Here boys are busy with the purpose after pumping the

— Star photo

Huge fall in fish production

beels, haors and ponds.,

The increased use of insce-
ticides in crop fields pcrished
a huge quantity fish duc to the
contamination of the waler.

On the otherhand, fish is
not cullivaled proportionalcly
in the waler bodies. The [ish-
ermcn could not increasc [ish

production due to their fund
constraints. They ncither get
bank loans nor the moncy
lenders agree to lend moncy as
they are alrcady bankrupt,
fishermen informed.
Mcanwhilc, a large number
of fishermen had lelt their an-
cestra! profession and had
taken other occupations lor

their Helihood.

The Faridpur Sugar Mills
authority have taken up a pro-
gramme o change the socfo-
cconomdc condition ol Lhe sug-
arcanc growc.:'s by adopting in-
tensive cultivation of improved
varicty ol sugarcanc,

A total of 300 acres of land
at millgate end Magura Zonc
has been brought under the
~ultivation.

40,000 fishermen unemployed

A plot measuring between
20 and 40 acres is being uscd
for the cultivation of improved
quality of sugarcanc. This is
now Lrcated as single plot
which hclps the use maximum
utilisation of land.

Md Farid Ahmed, Cane
Development Officer who is
organising thc programme leld
The Daily Star that the farmmxcrs
at the sugarvane blocks wore
supplicd mechanised cultiva-
tion facilitics, improved varicty
ol plants, fcrtflizers and othoer
necessary inputs for successiul
implementation of the pro-
gramme.

Morcover, inter-cropping of
potato, onfon and mustard
have also been introduced in
the s blocks.

Under the improved
method, about 800 to 1000
maunds of sugarcane is likely
1o be produced per acre where
as Lhe earlier sugarcane pro-
duction was 400 maunds.

Ficld Officers and Field Stall
of Lhe department are super-
vising the cultivation for n:hir.-

ving the goal.

The works on nation-wide

canal programme arc
on

Earlier, me Minister
Bqum Khaleda Zia inauguraied

the programme near at Sanir
Akhra, Dhaka where a large
number of people

It may be mentioned here
that the was inil-
ated by lale President Ziaur
Rahman for the overall devel-

s of waler
and atiaining au ;
Millions of vi will be

Canal
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MAGURA, Jan 8 : A scheme
has been undcriaken to bring
22,811 hectares of land undcr
potato cultivation in 16 dis-
tricts of Khulna Division during
the currcnt scason, rcports
UNB.

According to Agriculture
Extention Department, the
districts arc: Magura, Naralil,
Jhenidah, Jessore, Khulna,
Satkhira, Baghcrhat, Kushlia,
Chundanga, Mcherpur, Barisal,
Patuakhali, Bhola, PMrojpur,
Borguna and Jhalakathi.

Of the total land, 10,900
hectares will be brought under
potato and 11,911 hectares
under sweél  potato culliva-
lion, said Director ol Jessore
Agriculture Zone.

A total ol 2,62 lakh mztric
tons of potato will be produced
this scason, he added. ;

To make the programme a
success, Bangladesh Agricul-
ture Development Corperation
will supply ecssential HYV
sccds, fcrtilizers, pesticides
among the growers at fair pric-
es.

Tk 55 lakh for bridge

construction

A sum of Taka 54.85 lakh is
to be spent for construction of
three bridges in Sadar upazila
during the current. fiscal year
under the Annual Development
Programmc.

According to an oflicial
source, of the total, Taka 20.30
lakh has been sanctioned for
construction of a bridge on
Haorkhali Canal, Taka 20,23
lakh for a bridge on Alomkhali
Canal and Taka 14.32 lakh for
a bridge on Narankhali Canal.

The source also informed
that construction work on all
the bridecs will start this
month and is expected to be
completed by June next.

On complction of the bridg-
es, communicalion between
Sadar upazila headquarters and
the rural arcas will improved
to a considerable extent.

Boro cultivation

District Agriculture Exten-
sion Department has taken up
a massive programme to bring
35081 acres of land in four
upazilas of the district under
boro paddy cultivation during
the current scason.

Abul lossain Mollah, Deputy
dircetor of the District Agri-
culturc Office said that, 12,010
acrcs will he cultivated in Sa-
dar upazila, 1,206 acrcs in
Srcepur uparzila, 13,540 acrcs
in Salikha uparila and-B,325
acres in Mohammadpur upazi-
5%

With the successful imple-
mentation of the programme,
about 45.000 mctric tons ol
boro paddy worth about Taka
3] crore arc cxpeeled to be

produced during the season.
Aman procurcment

Aman paddy procurcment
drive has been going on
throughout the distriet.

The procurement target has
been lixed at 2 thousand met-
ric tons ol paddy and rice dur-
ing the current scason.

District Food Controller
said, 6 purchasing centres had
been opened at Sadar, Alokdia,
Binodpur, Srcepur, Arpara and
Mohammadpur, covering four
upaxilas of the district.

digging 1n progress

From Qur Correspondent

gramme. Meanwhile, the gov-

ernment have warned the im-

plmentation commitlecs aggal-
nst any malpractice regarding
Ring.

The government have also
sought cooperation from cvery
corncrs (0 make programme
SUCCESS.

KHULNA
BSS reports say: Spuaker of
Jatlya Sangsad Shcikh Rasz-
zaque All formally inaugugsiied
the District Canal Digging
Programme at Rupsha upasila.
Under the programme one

kilometer long Padmabila
Canal would be
Addressing a lunction ar-

on this occasion the
Spcaker sakl, time had come
o re-excavate Lhe derclict
canals and streams of the
couniry so as to getl rid ol de-

pendence on others and to at-

tain lood autarky.
lie stres the nced for
checking the population boom

along with achieving scll-sufli-
ciency in food production 1o
reduce dependence and to
stand on fts own peet.

CHITTAGONG

Planning Minister Zahiru-
ddin Khan on Tuesday sircsscd
the need for motivating puoplc
for ensuring their participation
in the Canal Digging Progra-
mme for making it a success.

Addressing the District Canal
Digging Programme Coordi-
nation meeting at the Dcputy
Commissioner's Conference
Room here, the Ministcr said
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman had introduccd the

canal digging programmc con-
sidering it as the main driving

force of the rural dﬂ:bplm.nt

aclivilics.
The meeti was attend,

among others, City Corpo-
ration Mayor Mir Nasiruddin,
Sayed Ohidul Alam MP, Sirajul
Islam MP, Amir Khasru Mah-
mud MP, Begum Rozy Kubir
MP, Divisional Commissioncr
and concerned ofliclals, an
official hand out said.

KUSHTIA

Mr Abdul Mannan, Slalc
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism al a meeting with Jo-
cal Members of Parlianwnt and
officials on Sunday at Cireuit
House herc approved Lhe lisl
of canals to be dyg in Kushtia
district. <

Speaki at the mecling
the leﬂ::gr said the canal
digging was neccssary o in-
crcase tion and altlain
scll-su ncy in food in the
country. lie sought coopuration
of all to mak: the canal digging

Programme a SUCCUSS.

SUNAMGANJ

UND rcports say: Conunuroe
Minister MK Anwar strcssed
the need for proper feasibility
studies for cach p A o cn-
sure maximum wul of the
people

He was addressing a nwel-
ing of the dintrll:l commitiee
on Canal Digging 'mogramme
here on

The Minister said main ob-
jective of the canal digging
programme was (o provide fr-
rigation for cnhancing agricul-
tural jon with a view Lo
attaining scif-suffliciency In
food.

MK Mﬂ;.m the BNP
government 0 mate-
rinlise Canal Digging Progra-
mme with the wvolynia
participation of all
people.
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| Launch journey
hazardous

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR Jan 8: Launch

journcy on diflerent routes of

the district has become haz-
ardous duc to violation of tral-
fic rules.

More than 100 launches ply
on diffcrent routes including
Moheshkhali, Kutubdia,
Chakaria, Shaplapur,
Badarkhali, Molorbari and
Dalghata and carrying
thousands ol passengers cvery
day. Mosl of the launches ply

on Lhese roultes carry
passcngers, more than Lheir
capacily.

It is allcged that Lhesc
launches do not posscss live
saving cquipments and arc
supposcd Lo mwm of naviga-
tion rules.lt is informed that
the masicrs of the launches do
not follow the forecast of the
wealher bulletin for which
mishaps can take place at any
time.

Mosl ol the launches do not

{ carry drinking water and do

not have proper arrangcments
for urinal and latrine [acilitics.

The passengers travelling
on Cox's Bazar-Kutubdia, Cox's
Bazar-Motorbari, Cox's Lazar-
Moheshpur and other routes
have been lacing much hard-
ships duc (o the recent risc in
the launch fares.

At present, the'launch fare
from Cox's Bazar to Kutubdia,

Motbari and Moheshkhali is
Taka 35,30,10 as against the
previous fare of Taka 25,20
and 5.

It may be mentioncd here
that thousands of rs of
the district travel daily by
launch on these routes.

The owners of the engine
boals have also incrcased the
fare of Uheir vessels on differ-
cnt roules,

Sale of adulterated
~ foodstuff
Adulteration of foodstufls is

. rampant in all the markets of.

scven upazilas of the district. It
has become a pructice
of the businessmen c
anxiety among the pruople
Due to consumpiion ofy
adulterated floodstufl various
stomach aflments and skin
disecascs have rcgistered an
alarming rise in the arca.
Adulterated goods arc being
sold in the markets.
Purc milk, ghee, buticr oil are
hardly available. |
Besides, some vendors are
found selling adullcrated fvod
in front of the schools. As a re-
sult. the school-gocrs have
‘been suffering from discascs.
No preventive mcasurcs
have yet been taken by local
Health Department in this re-
gard, it is u.'lh ged. -
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Doctors negli gence

‘makes EPI failure

JHENIDA!lL, Jan B :
Expanded Pregramme u[
Immunization [(EI’l) has re-
portedly failed this ycar o
achicve ils targel in six upii-
las of the district duc 1o noglt-
gence of doctors and other
personnel, reports UND.

The upazilas are
Shailakupa,
Kolchandpur,
Harinakundu.

Thousands of children have
been sulfering from the six
discases — polio, deptheria,
mcaslcs, whooping cough, ph-
thisis and tanus in 16 soulh-
weslern districts of the coun-
try, it is learnt ‘

According to an official
source, 61 p¢r cenl thal is
28,047 children werce given
the 3rd doze, 64 per cent thal
is 29,556 were given BCG and
658 per ccnt that is 26,827
children were given IDI'T in
this district.

A total of 271 stall members
and 18 officers including Civil
Surgeon had been working in
six upazilas of the district for
the successful implementation
of the pro

A high level inspecting
tcam from Dhaka recently vis-
ited the district and expressed
dissatisfaction over the failure
of the programime. Non-pay-

Sadar,
Kaliganj,
Mohespur and

menl of salaries was stated to

be tRe main cause behind their
indifl'cr;nc: to the pro-
gramme. '

Onc Health Inspector has
allcged that- many of the ficld
workers filled up the registers

without going to the field or
actually inununi:l:u the chil-
dren. ;

The inquiry reveals that
rcgularity in giving dozes is
hardly maintained. Field work-
crs are nol available in time for
the successive dozes.

When centlacled Moazzem .
| lossain, Civil Surgeon of the
district admitted that there
had been lapses in implement-:
ing the EPl bul he said many
of the workers had not been.
paid for long

All-out efforts were being
made 1o achieve the target this
ycar, he said.

Biennial confee
The S5th Bicnnial conler-
ence of the Instituté of
Diploma Enginecrs,
Bangladcsh, dislrict unitl was,
held here recently..

Chaired by the Unit
President, Shushil Kumar
3asu, lhe conlerence was at-
tended by Moshiur Rahman
M as chi¢l guest. Amo
others, Khairul Umam
Abdul Latif spoke on the occa“
shon. '

A 11-member disirict unit
commilice was formed wilh
fermer President Shushil
Kumar Dasu and Rafiul lslam as
President and Scerclary re-

spectively.
Latler, a scminar on the rele

of "Diploma . I::Fnec in the
Aclivities National

Tuhnn-lugr'mlhuw-

Tk 22.67cr smuggled
goods seized last yr

RAJSHAHI, Jan 8 : The BDR
personnel scized smuggled
goods worth Taka
22.67,21,336 [rom bordcr ar-
cas of Rajshahi,
Chapainawabganj, Nalore,
Naogaon and Pabna lasl ycar,
official sources said, rcports
UNB.

Goods worth Taka
19.20.68. 315 were scized
while being smuggled into Lthe
country from India and goods
worth Taka 3,36,13,08]1 wure
seized while going to India

from Bangladesh.

So far 4.329 cascs Wwere

‘| registered 'with police against

835 alleged smugglers in these
conneclions.

The highest gquantity el
contraband goods worth
3.16,78.816 was scized iIn

| April. The second highest val-

ucd at Taka 2.38,6]1,4256 was
seized in August.

The goods which were be-
ing smuggled into the country
include¢ sugar, salt, cows,
clothes, coametics, imitation
ornaments, blade, clectric
instruments, bi-cycles and
r..rt molor parts, waler-
5-“ pesticides, wine and

rugs like heroin, phensydyl,
hashish and ganja.

The scized s which
wWere smu 1¢d nul of the
country inc silver,
mpper brmut klnu.. spare

ol watch, kerosene oil,
edlblt oil, polyester and
clothes.

BDR sourves sadd Ul young
people and women Wwere

mostly involved in smuaggling.

UP polls campaign
The campaign for the forth-
coming Union Parishad

Election is gaining momentum
in the district.

Candidates have been held
ing mectings and pn‘:cenm
every day and night with vot-
ers, supporicrs, workers and
campaigners, moving door 1o
door: requesting the voters o
cast volcs in avour of them.

Roadside shops, tca-stalls
and walls of the buildings are
being decoraled with various
typces of celoured posicrs.
Handbills and leaflets arc also -
being distributed among the
volers. |

District Eleclion
Commission Office sourccs
said, a lotal of 367 and 2,736
candidalcs are contcsting for
71 posis of chairmen and 313
members in 9 upazilas.

Cmrdidum belong mainly 1o

Al Longue. Juiyd Fhrt

and Jamaat ¢ -lslami.

Borguna lawyers.
on indefinite
strike

BARGUNA, Jan 8 : Local Bag
Association began an indefinite

sirike on Tuesday ing
delay in llhpul.l ascs in




