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Looking into 1992

Recession Begins
to take Toll of the

Political Leaders

Bob Hawke, who has
just been ousted as pn-
me minister of Austra-
lia, may be the first of
séveral political casual-
ties of the economic re-
cession, Britain's John
Major could be next
and Brian Muborey of
Canada is in a desper-
ate position. Even Pre-

sident George Bush is
seen as vulnerable

Opposition wants to
put Qamsakhur-
dia on trial
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Private sector jute
research body

uncertain
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Prevalence of iodine
deficiepcy disorders
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M etrogolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

The multifarious faces
of Bangladesh figured
in the solo exhibits of
young artist MR Rubel
held recently at Goe-
the Institute
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NEWS BRIEFS

Arms surrender
time extended

Government has extended
the deadline for the surrender
of fllegal arms of the outlawed
underground political partics
from January 8 to January 15.
A government handout Wed-
nesday said the amnesty would
be applicable to all under:
ground armed organisations
including Biplobi Communist
Party, Purbo Communist
Party (M-L) and all factions of
Purbo Banglar Sarbahara Party,
reports UNB.

RUCSU elections
on February 25

RAJSIHIAHI, Jan 8 : Eleclion
to the Rajshahi University
Central Students Union

(RUCSU) and hall unfons will

be held on February 25.
Election of five student repre-
senlatlives to the University
Senate will also be held con-
currently. Vice-Chancellor Prof
Amanullah Ahmed today an-
nounced the rescheduled

date for the elections, rcports
UNB.

Body recovered
from hotel

FA!:IH:. u;::.n 8 : Pulice today
recovere > body of a youn

businessman (rom a hcn]rﬁntcf
The victim was identified as
Abul Kasem (28), son of Abdur
Rashid of Madherchar in
Bhairab upazila of Kishoreganj
district. Police said he came to
the hotel "Star” in Lthe town at
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Try Golam Azam as

a war criminal,
“demands opposition

The opposition members in
the Jatiya Sangsad yestcrday
demanded that the govern-
menl clarily its position on the
Golam Azam issue.

The opposition members
taking part in the discussion
on the Golam Azam issue in
the Jatlya Sangsad termed his
clection as Jamaat chief ilicgal
and unconstitutional.

They demanded his trial for
his active collaboration with
the occupation army in un-
leashing genocide against the
people of Bangladesh in 1971.

The Jamaat MPs, howcver,
tried to defend their position
saying there was nothing ille-
gal in clecling Golam Azam
party chicl while a ruling party

By Stafl Correspondent
MP found nothing wrong In

| ﬁ:rm‘. him for his past role.
Jaliya Sangsad WS),

following four separate ad-
journment mwolons moved by
the opposition MPs earlier,
picked up the issue for a two-
hour debale,

With three opposition MiP's
staging walkout and eight Mi's
taking parl in the discussion,
the House spent one hour yos-
terday aflcrnoon while another
hour would be spent next
Sunday aficrnoon.

Golam Azam lost his citi-
renship in 1972 for collaborat-
ing with the Pakistani occupa-
tion lorces during the coun-
try's War ol Independence iIn
1971.

He was allowed enlry inlo
the couniry by the then gov-
ernment reporiedly to see his
ailing mother has since
been staying |le used Pakisiand
passpori W gcl the eniry per-
mission.

The Januatl-e-lslami Bangla
desh eclecied him chiel on
Deceniber 29 last.

The four JS members who
moved the adjournment mo-
tion on the ifssue include
Shamsul llogque of Awami
League (AL), Rashed Khan
Menon ol Workers Parly,
Aztzur Rahaman and Abdul
Awal Miah of AL.

Azizur Rahaman, howuower,
was nol present in the louse

See Page 12 Col 3

Ministers' absence
annoys Speaker

By Staff Correspondent

The absence of Lhe Leader
of the House, Deputy Lcadcer
and senfor ministers led (o a
two-hour debate at the Jaliya
Sangsad A

Even Speaker. Sheikh
Razzaque Al was visibly an-
noyed at the absence of senior
Treasury Bench members in
the session.

The second day of the win-
ter scssion of the House re-
sumed shortly after 3 pm with
the front row of the Treasury.
Bench remaining emply ex-,
cluding presence of ecabinct

A

‘cabinet
members - M K Anwar md

Keramat Ali.

Opposition members look
strong exceplion to the non-
appearance of senior cabinet
members saying that parlia-
menlary democracy cannotl be
cflecttve if such a largescale
abscnce of ruling party mem-
bers continues.

Treasury Bench menibers
mainilained that the minisicrs
always responded to Lhe
querics directed towards them
in Parlament and added that
they were well aware of the
collectively ac-
See I'age 12 Col 3
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@The Daily Star

RAJAB 3, 1412 HIJRI

A large number of shopowners demonstrating against extortionists in the city yesterday.

Transport strike
in 4 districts
today

JAMALPUR, " Jan &
Transport owners and workers
in four districts called for a
dawn to dusk sirike tomorrow
(Thursduy), reports UNB.

The Transport Owners
Association and the Transport
Workcers' Association ol
Mymensingh, Jamalpur,
Tangail and Sherpur jointly
called Lhe sirike to press for
alternative roads at the con-
struction sites on Dhaka-
Mymensingh and Dhaka
Jamalpur highways.

Mcanwhile, North Bengal
Transport Owix'rs’ Association
loday called off thetr sirike ol
lowing an assurance (rom Lhe
governmenl to resolve Lthe
deadlock
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DUST TO DUST : Broken and silent Zafar's son having the

last glimpse of father yesterday.

— Star photo

Zafar Igbal
dead

Film actor and singer Zafar
Iigbal, aged 45, died of kidney
and liver allments atl the PG
Hospital here yesterday momn-
ing. reports USS.

igbal, who was also a tele-
vision perfurowr had been

admitied 10 the PG Hospital |

four days ago with acute ab-
dominal pain.

* The namuw-c-janaza of Zafar
Igbal was held in Bangladesh
Film: Development Corporation
(BFDC) premiscs alter the
Zohr praycr and he was buried
at Lthe Azinwpur graveyard. The
janaza was largely atiended by
the collcagucs ol the deceased,
his relatives, [ricnds and ad-
mirers including lillm and cn-
tertainmicnt personalitics.

The qul-khwani will be held
al his rcsidence, llouse-7,
Road-6, Scclor-7, Rabindra
Sarani, Ultara Modcl Town, on
January 11 aflcr the Asr
prayer.

‘Late Zalar Igbal left behind
his aging mothcr, wile Sonia
Zalar, two sons, three broth-
ers, three sislers and a large
number of [ricnds and admir-
ers to mourn his premature
death.

Noled singer Shahnaz

Rahmatullah and music direc-
tor Anwar Parvez are Zafar
Igbal's sistcr and brother.
- Zalar Igbal, popular among
the youngsicr for his style and
trendiness acted in more than
100 featurc Hlms during his
14-year carcer. llc made his
debut in the film "Apan Par’ in
1968 while his last released
film was 'Lakkhir Sangsar

Zafar Igbal carned fanw as a
singer by his song ‘Sukhe
Thako Oamar Nandini...’

He also played in the televi-
sion [cature [llm adopted from
Humyun Ahmed’'s novel
‘Shankhanil Karagar,” which is
yel Lo be released.

Bangladesh Film Artiste
Associalion ycslerday ex-
pressed deep shock at the
death of Zalar Igbal.
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'Govt will ma!ig_statcmcm in JS soon’

Myanmar has agreoed o
Bangladesh's proposal ol hold
ing Nag meetings” on a regular
basis to ensure a peaccful bor-
der, a Foreign Olfice
spokesman sald Wedncsday,
reporis BSS,

He told newsmen that
Myanmar informed this at the
‘second flag meeting” at
Teknal that began Tucsday
afternoon and ended in the
small hours of Wednesday.

The meeting. scheduled
o begin al © in the morning,

Myanmar agrees to hold
flag meetings regularly

was delayed and It began alb
345 pm. Bul it continued till
2.50 Wednesday morning since
it covered a wide range of is-
sucs Involving the borders of
the two countrics.

Bangladesh has proposed
that the third flag meeting be
held on January 16

Two rounds of talks, first
rovnd being on December 30,
have helped subside the ten-
sion that flared up after the
Myanmar forces had raded a
Hangladesh border post on

December 21 killing one BDR
Jawan and Infuring scveral
others.

“The flag mecting is a sicp
forward in the direction of
restoring peace along the bor-
der,” the spokes said.

Myanmar sent an 18-
member delegation to the sce-
ond flag meeting and reiter-
ated its keenness to cooporate
with Bangladesh to mainiain
peace and tranquility along the
border.

See Page 12 Col 6

"Yangon lives in shadow of fear"

An uncasy calm prevalls in
Yangon, but lo student ac-
Livists, the capital of Myanmar
remains in the shadow of fear,
according to visitors who ar-

| rived in Dhaka this week [rom

the Lrouble-torn country.

The uncasy lull in Yangon.
pereeptible to all visitors, is
interpreted in diflerent ways.
The consensus among local
analysts, lo visitors and
diplomats — majority avoid
contacts with outsiders — is
that another upsurge among
students in Yangon may lake
place anytime,” perhaps within
three months.”

Another view is that Lhe
army may launeh a :mplive
attack on students, fill the jails
with activists and thus mauke
what one journalist described
as a “last ditch attempt™ to
crush the pro-democracy
movement.

As with all political issucs,

Star Special

[ew are willing to talk aboul
the continuing tension along
the Myanmar-Bangladesh bor-
der. However, one offictal de-
scribed it as a "minor aflair”
which, he said, would be salis-
faclorily resolved “in due
course.”

On prospects of student ac-
tivists taking to the sircets
again, journalist says, onc this
time "It may well be a fight to
the finish™. It is also assumed
by many student leaders that
the military junta., ruling
Myanmar today, is without any
sense of direction and, what's
more, docs not know where to
turn for support.

As onc visitor 1o Yangon
says, Llhe new inlernational
promincnee gained by Aung
San Suu Kyi in winning the
Nobel Peace Award has further
weakened Lthe moral position
of the armed forees, giving a
boosl Lo upposilion lcaders.

|_|.

The sanw obscrver claims

that the prestge ol Suu Ky
among her pcople remains as
strong as c¢ver. Bul some fear
for her stcal safcty.

According o another visi-
tor, the decline in Myanmar's
trade with Lhe outside world
has begun to have an eflect on
the economic life, Even in the
capital cily ol Yangon, con-
sunwr gouods appcar to be in
short supply. llowcever, with
official stLalistics no longer
available, il is difficult to assess
the state of the economy of the
country.

One view hcard among res- |

idents in Yangon, says one visi-
tor, is thal another rcason for
the shorlage of goods is the
governmeul crackdown on
smuggling. Mcanwhile, the
black markciing in currency
rewains brisk.

According Lo another visi-

See Page 12 Col 8

Bush collapses at state dinner

TOKYO, Jan 8 : A gasping
and dazed President Bush col-
lapsed at a state dinner
Wednesday evening. Less than
an hour later, he was de-
scribed as s from noth-
ing more serious than the flu
and was resting comfortably,
reports AP.

“"All indications is that it is a
normal case of the flu,” said
While House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater, He said Bush
fell nauseous at aboult 8;20 pm
(1120 gmt) and vomited.

After Bush left, his physi-
cilans at his side, the dinncr
given by Prime Minister Kiichi
Myazawa continued. Barbara
Bush - though pale and clearly
concerned - stayed behind.

The president bypassed a
waiting ambulance and walked
instead to his limousine, lle
was driven fo his Tokyo rusi-
dence at Akasaka Palace,
where he was given an anti-

nausea medication called ligan
and was expecled to slecp

through the night before re-
suming an abbreviated sched-
ule here Thursday.

Video of the dinner showed
that Bush fell to the floor from
his dinner seat and those sit-

B
Bl

Bush : Stomach flu

ting nearby leaped to help him.
At one point, the president's
head was lifted above table
height and he looked strainced
and pale.

The first lady shouled
something and then stood next
to him wringing her napkin.

Bush got to his feet a few
minutes later, his hair di-
sheveled. Secret Secrvice
agents and national security
adviser Brent Scowcroflt
hel Bush don his raincoat,
and a guard behind him helped
pat his hair back into place.

Bush paused to wave (o the
dinner guests belore dcpart-
ing. He to his sccurity
agents, "1 just wanted to get a
little attention.”

About an hour laler,
Fitzwaler briefed reporters.
"President Bush is in his suit at
the Akasaka Palace and is fcel-
ing fine following a bout with

See Page 12 Col 7

Israeli army chief suggests time limit on expulsions

JERUSALEM, Jan B8 :
Israel's army chief of stafl has
proposcd limiting Palestinian
deportations to 18 months to
quiet world eriticism of the
practice, Israeli news reports
said Wednesday, reports AP,

Lt. Gen. Ehud Barak told a
parliament committee that a
time limit also could facilitate
more expulsions because the
penalty would be jess severe
than the government's current
policy of i{ssuing open-ended

expulsion orders.

The Israclfi Supreme Court
also agreed to hear a petition
from 12 Palestinians facing
expulsion to make the depor-
tation review proceedings pub-
lic. The case will be heard
Sunday, Israel radio reported.

The Hebrew daily Maari
quoted Barak as telling a:
closed-door session of parlia-
ment's Foreign Affairs and
Delfense Committee on
Tuesday that with a limited

deportation period, Arabs
could be expelled "not in
groups of 12 but 120 or 1,200
at a time."

Maariv said Barak mcn-
tioned a limit of 18 months,
with an option for even shorler
durations, ‘

Barak told state television
he believed "the root of world
opposition (lo expulsions)
i{s...the feeling that the pun-
ishment, as it is inflicted to-
day, amounts to an irrevocable

uprooling of a person for an
indefinite period.”

He added that setlling a
time limit "could take some of
the political sting out of world
opposition...and allow more ¢f-
ficient use of this tool."

- Meanwhile, a delegation of
Palestinians from the occupicd
lerritories left Jerusalem on
Wednesday en route to Middle

East peace talks 1in
Washington.
The group, numbering

about 40, bused to the
Jordanian capital of Amman
and was to proceed Lo the
United States by jet late
Wednesday or carly Thursday,
according to spokeswoman
llanan Ashrawi.

"We are d:termined Lo en-
gage in direct, bilateral negoti-
ations,” she told reporiers al a
news confereace In Arab cast
Jerusalem.

The Palestinian dclegates
had postponed the (rip lasi

week to protcst Israel's deci-
stfon to expel 12 Palestinian
militants. The
orders were {ssued aller four
Jews were killed in ambushes

in the occupied West Bank and
Gara Strip.

They later said they would
attend the talks if the UN
Security Council strongly de-
nounced the expulsion orders.
The counell did so lale

Monday.

expulsion ’

The government has urged
the peopie to refrain from uy-
ing to go to South Korea -
out knowing in detadl about Lhe
employment position (n that
country, reports BSS,

An official handoul ssued
Wedn@day said the govern-
ment was aware that some
Bangladeshi citizens, being
duped by a section of dishon-
est traders and brokers. had
gone to Seouth Korea. They
were now [acing numerous
problems there.

The government has Laken
adcquate measures o check

See Page 12 Col 2

T Officérs' Club

silver jubilee
opens
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia Wednesday called
upon the bureaucrats to come
up with new ideas and con-
cepls o make Lhe present
government successful, re-
ports UNL3.

"The succvess ol Lhe gov-
ernment largely depends on
the efflicicncy ol the adminis-
tration . .. our success is your
success, our fullure is your fail-
ure”, she said whilc opening a
10-day silver jubilee celebra-
tion of the Oflicers’ Club in
the city.

The. Prime Minister said
the people, government and
the administration are in the
same line in a democratic sys-
tem. JOur origin is our land j
and the people. We have hﬂﬂl
representing Lthe people after ©
election verdicts and you have
taken the rt:npunulﬁlﬂy of

serving them.”

Bangabandhu's
home coming
day tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The home-coming day' of
Bangabandhu Sheikh rh::glhur

Rahman will be obse to-
morrow (Friday).
Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman returned
home after being released
from months of captivily in
Pakistan on this day in IG‘A.

The Pakistani occupation
forces arrested and tlook
Bangabandhu away to Pakistan
soon after the independence of
Bangladesh had been pro-
claimed on the night of March
25 in 1971. Since then he had
been detained in Pakistani

To mark the historic :
the Awami League has chalked
out programmes to be ob-
served throughout the country.

One killed in
road mishap
By Staff Correspondent

A pedesirfan was run over
by a minfbus at Jurain, Demma
Wednesday alternoon.

The minibus num-
ber Dhaka (Cha-3683) ran over
the unidentified man of 35 at
about 1.15 pm. The driver,

however, managed to escape,
police said.
UNB from Barguna adds: At
least 18 people were Injured
when a loaded bus Fell into a
road-side ditch n Amiall

upazila yesterday.




