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DUCSU museum opens

Concerted efforts to
erase terrorism urged

By DU Correspondent

Speakers at the inaugural
of DUCSU Shangra-
' [DUCSU museum) Ta-
called for concerted ef-
0 eliminate campus vio-
restore the tradition
University.
. however mentioncd
r future generation
a fearful situation i
to create a congenial
in the educational
institutions.
Vice-Chancellor Prol Maniru-
zzaman Miah Lthe
function held infront of the
Dhaka University Central
Students Undon (DUCSU) build-
ing and titled "Publication cer-
emony, exhibition and office in-

ﬁ: function organised by

DUCSU collection centre was
also addressed by Works
Minister Barrister Raliqul Islam
Miah as the chief guest, Stale
Minister (for Law and Juslice
Barrister Aminul Haque and
State Minister for Sports and
Youth Hossen Khoka

Khairul Kabir Khokon,
DUCSU General Secretary and
President of DUCSU Shangra-
hashala also spoke.

Addressing at the function,
Vice Chancellor Prof Maniruzea-
man said that we would have 10
grow scll consciousness and o
leamn self-criticism.

Prof Miah regretted that the
general impression of the people
about the Dhaka University be-
cause of continued violence and
called upon the students o re-
store its image.

Works Minister Barrislcr

Islam Miah said that the
nation would face a serious cri-
sis il we failed to provide sulli-
cient facilities for the studics ol
the students.

Barrister Miah also said that
as the DUCSU had led all the
major mass movenwnls for a
long time for the people of the
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country,
for it o resist the prevalling vio-
lence in the

It was also duty of the
students to hold and to estab-
lish the newly achivved democ-

_Ih also mentionud Lhe cne-
mies of democracy would be
il we fatled 0 restore i

Stale Minister for Law and
Justice Barrister Aminul Haque
said that #t was our. duty to
uphold the bright herflage of
the Dhaka University that
would gear up our future goen-
cralion

We could cradicale lerroprist
acts from the campus with con-
certed clforts, Stale Ministcr for
Sports and Youth Sadceque
llosscn Khoka noted while ad-
dressing the function.

Formier DUCSU Vice-I'resi-
dent Mahluja Khanam said that
if we be conscious no Lerrorist
acts could ocvur on campus.

DUCSU Cencral Secretary
Khairul Kabir Khokon mon-
toned Lthat the steps for DUCSU
Sangrahashaia were laken only
to preserve Lhe tradillon and
herilage of the Universily.

The lunction was ad-
dressed by loimer DUCSU, VI
Ferdous Ahmed Qureshi and
Khurshoed Al

DUCSU collection also ar-

an exhibition that dis-
played thousands of pho-
tographs, documenls, posicrs
cle.

It also publishad a souvcuir
focussing on thce Sangra-
hashala.

DUCSU also inviled the
ruhhc to give docunmwnis of the
reecdom movementl against
Dritish colonial rule, on the
Language Movement, Lhe
Inde nce War.

ﬂ: DUCSU Gencral Scere-
tary hcped that public contri-
butions would make the
DUCSU collection centre rich.

Transfer of US logistical command
Malaysia deplores Singapore's
failure to inform ASEAN allies

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 :
Malaysian Defence Minister
Najib Tun Razak has described
as regrettable ‘s flail-
ure to inform it of its decision to
accept a US tical command
announced week by
President Bush. '
© "Se fa¥ Singapore has not of-
ficially informed Malaysia of the
maitter,” Najib was quoted by
Bernama news agency as saying
late Monday.

Malaysia was only informed
by the US authorities of

re's decision to accept
the US one day before
Bush's three-day visit to the is-

Malaysia and pore arc
members of ASEAN other
members include Thailand,
Indonesia, Brunel and the
thppm

pore's agreement in
M?mtheuamqmlm
to the island the US

Seventh Fleet Command Task
Force 73 from Subic bay in the
ncs was announced dur-

ing Bush's visit to

Malaysian Prime Minilu:

Mahathir Mohammad bad said
Kuala Lumpur had no
objections to Singapore's deci-
sion to accept the US logistical
Tmmnﬂnd but stressed it would
to the setting up of a new

naval base there,
Najib said fa was of-
informed of the move

t as a member of the by US Commander-in-
Association of South East Asian  Chief Pacific Air Force Gencral
Nations (ASEAN), it should Jimmy Adams and US ambas-
inform its neighbours ff it sador Paul Cleveland.
wishes to offer military facilities "The US is still seriously and
to foreign nations,” Najib was actively using our
quoled as saying. facilities in Lumut,” Najib said.
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client”. He pointed out that
the charges suffers f[rom
“inherent defect”.

Explaining, Barrister

On the discovery nl' huge
cash moncy, the other charge
against the accuscd, the de-
fence counscl said before his
client could say anything,
Jatlya Parly leaders have
claimed the money.

While placing his argu-
ments, the chief delfence
counse! devoted a substantial
portion of the time in pointir
oul the discrepancics un?
anomalics in the statements
of proseculien wilncsses

(PWs). In all he examined the
slatements of 11 PWs who in-

cluded iInvestigating officers
and members of the inventory
commilieces.

Haq said while instituting
the case against the former
president, the proscéulion did
not follow the sct rules. lic
further pointed oul although
the accused was arrested on
December 12, 1990, FIR was
lodged on the 8th of the fol-
lowing montk.

He said before FIR was
lodged, the Jaliya Party lcaders

thro letter to the Acling
Pmmlt claimed the money

Defence questions

and it amply dcemonstrated
the bonafide of accused’s claim
that moncy did not belong to
him. Morvover, he said, JP
leaders also filed moncey suit as

adviscd by the Acting
Prcsident to get back the
moncy.

Scrajul llaq said the gravest
complaint that could be
brought against the prosccu-
ton was that although the
former prestdent was charged
with posscssing so much
moncy and goods, he (Ershad) |
was nol given a single chance
to explain. "There was nol the
slightest effort to have his
comments®, the chief defence
counscl said. lic said this
spcaks of the intention of the
proscculion,

The chicf defence counsel
further said Mustaflizur
Rahman, brother-in-law of
Ershad was cnirusted to re-

ceive the goods, but e prosc

cultion made him (Mustafiz)
the accused's representative
thereby have done great injus-
Uee Lo his client,

The court yesterday wil-
ncsscd an acrimonfous ex-
change ol words between the
lawycrs of two sides aflter the
chicl dcfence counsel has
madc some remarks on the
casc., The order was restored »
afler the Judge Mohammad Alf
Khan asked both sides Lo con-
finc themselves to the casc
and rcfrain from uncalled for
resarks.,

The arguments [rom the
:.ﬁ.m:. side will continuc to-

.

it would not be ditlicults |
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Masked men open ﬁre on
pro-Gamsakhurdia rally

TBILISI, Georgla, ‘Jan 7 :
Troops on Tucsday opuencd fire
on thousands of people rallying

in support ol oustcd Georglan
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia.
Scveral people were wounded,
reporis Al

The rally began al the train
station, with peoplc shouling
"Zviady 1 Zviady " and holding
pictures ol th president and
waving scveral rned, white and
black Georglan flags. Eventually
the crowd grew Lo about
4,000,

As thg demonstrators began
to march through Tbilisi, sev-
cral people were scen waving
and cheering from baleonics In
support of the marchers.

OQutsikle a hotel, a group of
armed men, some wearing
masks, appcarcd and formed a
line across the street. They
fired in the air and then some
fired at the crowd. The crowd
panicked and started to run
wildly.

It was tLhe second time
gunmen had opened fire on
peaccliul pro-Gamsakhurdia
dcmonsirators. On Friday, at

least two people were killed
and 25 were wounded when
men opened fire with machine
guns on a crowd at Lthe train
station.

The ruling military counctl
that ousted urdia on
Monday has banned demon-
strations in the capital.

Afltler Tuesday's shooting,
one man wounded in the leg
was rushed to a housc
where people started to ban-
dage him. Two women were
seen being carried away. The
number of casualties could not
be determined

At the parliament hui‘ldl
that Gamsakhurdia fled hchrl:
dawn on Monday, flames were
still visible more than 24 hours
later. Air conditioners wcre
exploding from the heat of the
Names

Fmi:lc threw baskets with
documents from the cighth
floor down to the sirecl.

Around the blackened bulld-
ing, people began hauling away
the smashed remnants of vehi-
cles.

Gamsakhurdia was ousled
after 16 days of fighting thal

devastated much of central
Thillsi. A military council
formed by opposition leaders
is running the country and has
promised to iry to form a
civillan coalition government.

Acting Prime Ministcr

Tengiz Sigua said the situation
in Georgla was very poor, and
there was a severe shortage of
moncy. Oeorgia still uses the
ruble as its currency.

Armed bandits were roam-
ing around the capital Thilisi,
and there were several shoot-
ing incidents between bandiis
and National Guardsmen loyal
to the opposition..

Supporters of Gamsak-
hurdia have dismantied rallway
tracks, disrupting train co-
nnections o western Georgia,

Armenia has stressed that it
was oflering only temporary
sancluary, not political asylum,
to CGamsakhurdia, the Tass
news agency said.

Russian television said a
delegation of Georglan law-
makers was due in Armenia to
discuss what to do about
Gamsakhurdia with Armentan
officials.

Shantibahini
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Sccurily force  recovered
[rom him onc¢ G-3 rifle and
120 rounds of ammunition.

Talking to I3SS [rom his
hospital bed at the combined
military hospital here, Tarit
Chakma said that his insur-
gent group was awailing  the
arrival ol sccurity forees or
non-Tribals ecngaged in
Dhighinala-Babuchara road re-
consiruction work in
Khagrachari to shool and kill
them.

lle said that the armed in-
surgents wanted independents
and that they had now targeted
mcembers  of Bangladesh
Sceurily Forees and the non-
Tribuls o climinate them from
hill tract arcas.

Tarit said that Pablakhali
operation was his sccond mis-
sion while the first on¢ took
place at Jarulchart of
Dhighinala in 1989 in which
seven (tribal insurgents were
killed in an incounter with
Bangladesh Sceurity Foree, e
did not say if h¢ had partici-
pated in any other opcration
since he joined the insurgents
in 1988 inspilc ol repeated
Prussurcs.

Tarit Chakma said that he
look 18-day arms training at
Mandula camp in Tripura,
India. ll¢ said that he was re-

-cruited by one Pulin  Babu and

was forced by his commander
lo take part in the opcrations.,

When he was asked Lo
comment why he was Killing
innocent  people, he said, |1
made a misltake by joining the
insurgents and | am now com-
pelied to kill people.

When a.hkml if he would re-
ceive [acilitics o be given by
government for his rchabilita-
tion he kept mum for a minute
and said, | shall acdept them
and lcad a normal lfc,

Tarit said that tribal insur-
gents  generally operale with
rifle, grenades and they hardly
use morlars.

Tarit Chakma hails from
Ultachari, Longgadu of
Rangamati hill districts.

According Lo an offlicial
source, 952 non (ribals, 188
tribals and 237 {insurgents
were killed and aboul 2500 in-
jured during past 18 years in
Chittagong 1lill Tract arcas. in
armed clashes or in different
other ways,

Rajshabhi jail
wardens
stage sit-in

RAJSIIAL, Jan 7 : Wardens
of the Rajshahi Central Jadl to-
day staged sit-in demonstra-
tion at the jail-gate demanding
[ulflillment of their 18-
demand, reports UNDB,

Alter the three-hour sit-in
since 8 am, the jail guards
submiticd a memorandum
containing the demands Lo the
Depuly Commissioner and the
DIG (Prison).

point |

Saddam executes 80
for coup attempt

DAMASCUS, Jan 7: Iraqi
President Saddam Husscin has
cxecuted 80 offlicers involved
in a coup attempl, lragl oppo-
sition sources were quoled as
saying Tuesday, reports AP.

The official Syrian Arab
Ncews  Agency quoted the
sourcces as saying in Tchran
that the plot was foiled last
month when an army officer,
identificd only as Mulleh al-
Rawi, exposed the alleged con-
spirators. The sources told the
Syrian agency Saddam laler
decoraled al-Rawd,

The news agency identificd
the sources as members of Lhe
Supreme Asscmbly of the

Islamic Revolution of lraq, the

main Iragi Shi'ite Muslim op-
position movemcnl bascd in
1¢hran,

There was no independent
confirmation of the report.

There have been several re-
ported attempts by military of-
licers to oust Saddam since he
invaded Kuwail on Aug 2,
1990, with scores of officers
cxeculed or purged.

None of the rcports was
cver verified by reliable inde-
pendent sources. Still, some
reports have been more eredi-
bl¢ than others, and some sc-
nior oflicers have not been
scen for months.,

Flag meeting
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sured the Bangladesh side at
the “first flag meeting” that
they would return all the
weapons and ammunition
taken from Rezu BDR out-
post on Dcccmgmﬂl. They
had also assured to open the
Bangladesh-Myanmar bordcer
soon [or restoration of nor-
malcy along the border.

Tensions along the border
flared alter a Myanmar patrol
raided a Bangladesh border
post lcaving one jawan of
Bangladesh Rifles dead and
several injured.

The incident sparked off
buflding of troops by the
Myanmar along the bordcr.
Bangladesh also strengthcened
its security as warranted by the
situation.

Report from Cox's DBazar
adds : At least 1,000 Rohingya
reflugees have entered inlo
Bangladesh through different
border points during the past
two days.

According to some of Lhe
newly arrived . ::jugcu.
Myanmar troops and police
have further intensified Lheir
atrocities on the Arakancse
Muslims in Buchidong,
Goondum and other Akyab ar-
eas,

Mecanwhile, seven Myanmar
nationals came to Bangladcsh
with short transit pass for col-
lecting food ftems, according
to official sources.

The Supreme Asscmbly first
rcported in Deccmiber that a
coup attempt in Baghdad had
been folled in that month. It
said then that "dozens”™ of peo-
ple were later cxccutled, In-
cluding Brig Gens Mashan
Faysal and Abdul Rahman
Ibrahim, editor of the Defensc
Ministry's daily ncwspaper, Al-
Gadissiyah.

Tucsday's account from the
Syriun agency sources was the
first o give a morc previse fig-
ure for the number of officers
cxcculed.

Surjasen hall

provost resigns
By DU Correspondent

Surjascn llall 'rovost ten-
dered resignation on January 3
nl dly pr‘ul.::ul;itm a comment

* by a student leader at Lhe
mu.ling of Dhaka University
Acadcmic Atmosphere Council
(DUAAC).

The Surjasen llall Provost,
Prol Abul Kalam submiticd the
resignation letter inuncdiately
aflter the DUAAC miccting on
Jan.

Sources said thal onc stu-
dent leader made a comment on
the appointments of the present
Vice Chanccllor some former
vice chancellors and also the
Provost of Surfascen 1all.

Prol Abul Kalam of Inter-
national Relations also the
Treasurcr of Dhaka University
Central Students® Union
(DUCSU).

It could not yet be confirmed
whether his resignation was ac-
ceplud,

Two killed
in accidents
on Dhaka-Ctg
Highway

From Our Correspondent

MUNSHIGANJ, Jan 7 : Two
persons were killed and cight
mwre were injured today in the
lwo scparate accidents on the

haka-Chittagong Ilighway
nuar Gazaria.

The first accident took place
when a Chittagong-bound bus
and a Dhaka-bound truck col-
lided at Tetultala today at about
5:30 am.

The truck driver Shahajahun
(35) dicd on the spol and 8 pas-
sciurs of the bus were injured.

A six-year old ‘boy llossain
dicd on the ume road al
Cazaria pm when a

-bm mlnﬂ:ul ran over
him. '

The driver was caught im-

muediately by the people and
handed over to the local police.

| Freedom Party
wanits new
state structure

Freedom Party Chairman
Col (Retd) ed Farooq
Rahman said in Tuesday
that there was no allernalive o
bufiding a new statc structure
to alleviate poverly, creale
employment for about 2 crore
unemployed and save the na-
tion from ruinalion, reporis
1SS

Addressing a roprescotative
mecting of the party’'s thana
and ward commitices of Dhaka
! at the Dhanmondi central

, he said Freedom Party
was pledge-bound o bring
aboul a change in the present
| state structure.

Presided over by Farveq
Reza, stall co-ordinator of
Dhaka Mc the meet-
ing was also eddressced by Col
(Retd) Abdur Rashid, co-
Chalrman of the party.

Col Farooq said “vesticd
quarters” had been spreading
malicious campaign against
Freedom Parly, bul he hopod
they would not be able to halt
the forward march of the
party.

Col (Retd) Rashid urged the
people to help implement the
party’s 10-poinl demand In-
cluding repealing the Bpu.ﬂ.d
Mowers Act, crealing on
ment opportunity for .rT
peopiec above 22 yuvars, n.-uhr
ing the constitutional prob-
lems and laking stcps o pro-
tect the national indcpen-
dence and sovereignly.

Shikkhak Oikya
Parishad joins

strike from Jan 18

'sh Shihkhak Otkya
Partshad (USO1) Tucsday an-
nounced an Indefinite strike
from January I8 in all non-
governnent high and primary
schools of the country o pross
tcachers’ demands, reporis
UNILS.

BSOI" aclion programme
also Includes a whken stirike
and decmonstration on Junuary
12, secking carly implementa-
tion ol a 15-point charicr of
demand.

nonstop strnke In all colloges,
high schools and madrashas
across Lhe country from Lhe
sanw dale Jan 18] which was

carlier announced by the
Bangladesh Fodoration of
Teahers Assoclations.,

The Shikkhak Otkya

IYarishad is an alllance of
country s privaic school wach-
crs, grouping UDangladesh
Shikkhak Samity (Quamruz-
raman), BSS [(Nurullah) and
L3angladesh Sahakari Shikkhak
Samity (13SSS),

Three pirates held

in Khulna

KHULNA, Jan 7: Bangladcsh
Navy ship Rangamati during its
intensificd patrol apprchended
three pirates named Shahidul
Islam and Faruk Farazi both
hailing from Sonatala and
Samal Molla hailing [rom
Khulna, from their hideout in
Saran Khola forest (Bagerhat
district) yesterday. All the
three pirates have been
handcd over to Saran Khola
policc station, reports BSS.

Arms buildup
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Soviel republes.

The aircraft salcs appar-
cntly are buing nude at the
governmwntal loevel, while Roed
Army tanks, arn=sed vehilcles
artllery and othar weapons arv
being sold through interna-
tional arms doalers, a US ulli-
clal seid.

Some of the Russian arms
purchascs were agreed upon
before the Sovicl Union was
dissolved and President
Mikhail Gorbachcv resigned,
an Anmwrican official said.

L The bulk of Ilran's arms

purchascs come from Russia,
but lran also is uiring arms
from North Korca, Argcntina
and other countrics , sources
said.

In addition, Tchran hLas
kept 146 alrcraflt flown by
Iragi pilots to Iran during the
Gulfl war, the newspaper said.

US offlicials arc concernced
aboul the bufldup but note that
Iran has cascd its anti-Wesiern
slance, helped [ree hoslages in
Lebanon and could help the US
campaign to topplc lray's

Husscin, the newspa-
per said.

Isracl vicews the buildup
with “grave concern,” an
Isracli official was quolcd as

saying,

Newspaper ads
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sfon Lo reduce 10 per cent of
the allocated advertisement
carlier carmarked for this sec-
Lor.

The mwetling observed that
country’'s newspaper industry
had lallen into a ve crisis
because of the exhausion of
[unds in the government ad-
vertisenwenl  scctor and un-
rcalised advertiscment bills,
with Ui aulonomous bodics.

It has become difficult 1o
purchasc ncwsprint, ink and
other inpuls because of the
cxisling crisis, the mecting
observed. The government al-
location ol Tuka five crore was

inadceguate W mect  the pre-

! scnt neceds, 1L observed.,

Its acUon coindcides with a
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China-ASEAN talks to
benefit both sides: Yang

SINGAPORE, Jan 7: Dialogue beiween China and Lhe
Association of Southcast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will bueiscfit
both sides and contribule to regional peace and prosgurily,

China’s President Yang

Shangkun said here

today. The

Chinese President. wulllhmhnuﬂinhi-
honour by his Singaporean counucrpart. Woe Kim Wee said

he wished

success for the lourth ASEAN summit,

due to open here January 27, reports AFP.

KGB spied on Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Jan 7: Russia’'s top prosccutor has leunched an

inves

aflter discovering

that the KGi3 «d on Deris
Yeltsin and other rivals ufhrm!wh.il‘rtvxuﬂws

Gorbachev, a

r reporied Tucsday. The scorcl papors

were discovered in a strongbox belonging w Valery Dolkdin,

the former chief of the Soviet
had scrawled notes in the margins of samc of the

presidential stafl. Gerbachoy
papers, the

Rabochaya Tribuna newspapcr reported, reports AP,
ECclnma-ahm:hwn
in Yugoslavia

ZAGREB (Yugoslavia), Jan 7: A Europcan
was shot dbwn Tucvsday by ledoral
of Zagreb, ithe Croatian Inicrior

copter carrying five
air force jets no

Commuunily hekli-

Ministry said. A ministry siatcment, read owver the Wicphenc
lo the Associate Press, said the chopper caploded in the air
after it was hit by an air-lo-air missile. It said nething about

the passengers, reports AP,

China threatens to raise
duties on US goods

BEWING, Jan 7: China threatencd Tucsday (o raisc import

dulics on
Washington Im
was Lhe latest

right,

US airplanes, corn.

punitive tarilfs on Chincse products. It
lopment in the dispule over China's copy -
trademark and paicnt laws. The United Stalcs has

sicel and other ftems i

given China until Jan 16 to improve its protection of

intellectual

property rights or face Larills of up e 100 por

cent on a wide range of goods, rcports Al

Girl delinquents in
Asia increasing

BANGKOK, Jan 7 : Juvenile
crime has surged in Asia in the
past decade and an Increasing
number of young offenders are
girls, a United Nations slale-
ment salid on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Many countries In the Asia
Pacific region had reported an
increase in theft, property ol-
fences, and traflic violations by
juveniles the UN Economic and
Soctal Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAI" said.

Some countries had re
a rapid rise in scrious ollences
by young people, ESCAP said in
a stalement.

While juvenile delinquents in
mosl societies in the region arc
still likely 1o be boys, a worrying
change in the pattern is the in-
creasing involvement of grls in
acts of delinquency.

The emergence of play type
offences assoclated with bore-
dom and aflluence is an tntrigu-
ing ncw phenomenon (n the re-
glon, ESCAP said. It said there
was an alarming association be-
tween delinquency and drug
abuse, especially among older
juveniles.

Fourteen countries in Lhe
ESCAP region are meeting in
Blnglmk to discuss the best

ways to rehabilitate juveniic of-
fenders in accordance with UN
policy and mandates.

In his ning statement on
Monday, Al”s execulive mx-
retary SAMS Kibria called for
timely action o prevent juveniic
crime becoming a major prob-
lem, escala in turmn Lo scri-
ous crime in adolescence
and early adulthood.

Kibria said that although UN
policy stated that imprisonment
of juveniles should be a last re-
sort and for a minimum pertod
of Ume many juveniles, inchud-
ing first time offenders, were
imprisoncd with adults becausc
of the lack of appropriaile re-
habilitation measures.

The Bangkok meeting will
study rehabilitation methods in
Bangkok, Hong Kong, Shanghaui
and Tokyo, the statement said.

ESCAP representatives will
visil these countries ending in

Tokyo on January 22.
Representatives from

Bangladesh, China, | Kong,

India, Indonesia, Malaysia,

Pakistan, Papua New Guinca,
the Philippines, South Korca,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand
and Vi tpam are attending the

meeting.

CIS members
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‘bloc” including Azerbaizan and

the five Central Asia republics

of Turkmenia, Tajikistan,
Uzbckhistan, Kirghizia and
Kazaklstan

Lacking any modern diplo-
matic Lradition, he noted, they
will most probably be looking
for pallerns in some known
and traditional frame ol refer-
ence-Lthal is, for them, Islam.

These newly termed
Muslim rcpublics are already
active in cslablishing tics with
ncighbouring Muslim coun-
trics, Schildbach said.

Azerbaizan is looking at
Turkey as a- model while
Uzbcekistan is interested in
cslablishing closc Uics wilh
Pakistan.

All of these republics are
extremely keen on being on
good lerms with Saudi Arabia
and the Gull stales; most of
them are thinking ol sciting
up direct links with culturally

"cluue“ India, he added.

Ukraine, also a CIS mem-
ber, will want to have close
tics with its immediate
European ncighbours, bul as it
is uncompetitive in  the
Europcan markel cconomy,
one can predict that Ukrafie
would want to start developing
economic tics with South Asia,
he noted.

As for Russia, its rclations
with India, the traditional
partner, will have to find a new
basc unlike wide government-
level links in a ‘71 treaty siyle,

| Schildbach said, Past relations

have to be replaced by ones
bascd on reeliste interests of
both sidcs.

Russian relations with
Pakistan did nol have much
commen with the real political
intcrests and cconomic pos-
sibilitics, he pointed out,
adding "Now, hopclully, a fresh
start can be made, particularly
in the economice fic E:lu

Russian relations with
Bangladesh were not payed
much attention lo apart [rom
the events of 1971 when the
Sovicl position was diclaled by
the Indian conncection,

Schildlach said.

The samwe siluation, 1 am
alraid, will continuce for the
time being,” he added.

IHHowever, Schildbach
pointed out, a rcassuring lactor
is that the quickly developing
Bangladeshi consumer prod-
ucls manufacturing industry
makes closcr cconomie tics
more attractive for the rupidly
cmerging private Russian

companies.

Khaleda
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dustries and strengthen na
tional cconomy.

The Prime Minister called
upon the pcople to utilis¢ the
compulsory primary cducation
programme introduced by the
government by educating their
children.

The mecting was also ad-
dressec by Forvign Ministcr A S
M Mosiafizur Rahman, Forest
and Environment Minister
Abdullah Al Noman, Sclima
Rahman MP, Sycda Nargis Alf
MP, BNP lcacer Monowaruddin
and studen: Icnd::r Raliqul
Islam Jaglu.

The Foreign Hiniut:.r referred
to the demands of the local
people and requested the Prime
minister to take nceessary sicps
to fulfil those the demands in-
cluded nationalisation of
Bagerhat school, construction
of a bridge over the river Rupsa
and developnent of Mongla Purt
and stadium, she said.

Earlier, thic prime minister
inaugurated the re-cxcavation
work of Dura Khan Khal at
Badalkhali.

Transport strike
call ignored

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 7 : The
transport strike called by the
transport owners of the 16
northern districts which was
duc to being today reportedly
lathd, says UNB.

The Lrans owners group,
Nurth Bengal Transport Owners
Association, gave the call to
press the government to resolve
the deadlock in the transport
scotor of the northern disiriets.



