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BAGERHAT
§cout movement

can curb moral
degradation

Jan 7 : Minister
Agriculture and Irrigation,
Water Development Flood
Control M Majidul Haque has
said that "Cub Kumpurf® and
scout movement helped chil-
dren to as the [uturc
worthy citizens of the country,
reporis BSS.

He was addressing thc con-
cluding and prize giving ccre-
mony of Third Bangladesh
National Cub Kampuri of
Khulna region at the local
Bagerhat PC College ground on
Sunday, a PID handout said on
Monday.

The Minister asserted that
cub and scout movemenl could
play a vital role in crcaling
brotherhood, discipline, fcllow
feeling and leadership among
- the luture tion.

Shaheed president Ziaur
Rahman had intcnsificd this
movement so as to curb the
trend of moral degradation
among the ths and to buiid
them to shoulder the [uture
lcadership of the country, he
added.

Earlier, the Ministcr was
introduced to cub and scout
members, and lcaders.

Later, he distributed prizes
among the participating tcams,
tcam leaders and officials of
the management parishad.

MAGURA
Farmers asked

to apply modern
technology

Jan 7: Agriculturc and
Irrigation, Water Development
Flood Control Ministcr M
Majidul Haq on Monday asked

for

farmers to modern tech-
nology in farmin hmugh
proper train Em.
duction in s, l'tpurtl UHB
He was inaugura a day-
long training course for own-
ers and of various ir-

rigation pumps of the district
at the Sadar upazila audile-
rfum.

"Bring increased acruage
under irrigation facilitics by
checking wastage of walcr and
using more pumps for Lhis

Erpolt " the Minister told the

referring to government's
priority to attaining food au-
tarky, hc sanvl all steps had
been taken to achieve the gual

Director Gencral of
Agriculture Extension
Department M Sl hidul llaqg,
the Deputy Commissioncr and
agriculture officials of the dis-
trict were also present al Lhe
function.

Later, the Minisicr also ud-
dressed a meeting of the dis-
trict canal digging commilice.

Ganrur
Tk 89 lakh for

reconstruction
of pry schools

Jan 7: Factlities Dopartmont
under Mintstry of Education
has taken up a programme o

reconsiruct 22 ernnwni
prinsary schools ol the district
with a cost of Taka 85 80 lakh,

repurts UNB.

The programme includes
consiruction of school build-
ings and supplying ol ncces-
sary furiture.

According te offlicial
sources, four schools will be
consiructed tn Sadar, Kaltakatr
and Kapasia upazflas cach, and
five cach in Srccpur and
Kahiony upazilas.

The construction works of
the schools is expecied o be
comphicd soon.

BORGUNA
Power supply
erratic

headquaricrs,
Amtali, Bamna,K Dclagl and

Patharghata upazilas of the din-
trict have been allecting Wic

and living eof the dwollors
production in mills

power X
The mills., factlorics,
godowns, offices and industrial
have to stop producion
other operations, incur-
able financial
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Press Club
AGM held

Jan 7: The annual goencral
mecting of the district Press

Club was held recently with |

Raliquddin Ahmed, ['resident
of the club in the chair, re-
poris UNB.

Scerctary of the club pre-
scnled the annual report be-
fore the mweling and submit-
ted the budget for the next
year, which was approved duly.

Later a commillecs was
formed for the smooth func:
tioning of the club.

CIUITTAGONG
Cultural Forum
formed

Jan 7: A ncw soclal-cultural
organisalion styled Cultural
Forum-Chiltagong, was formed
al a mecling of eminent citi-
zens held at Lakhan Bazar here
recently, a forum press rclcase
said, reports ISS.

Principal Muhammad
Solaiman presided over the
mecting.

The Cultural Forum-
Chittagong has in ils objcclive
projecling and fostering
Bangladceshi calture, literature
and traditions.

The mecting clected an-ex-
cculive commitice for the fo-

rum for the 1992-93 with
the following: Chairman —
Principal Mohammad

Solaiman, Vice-Chairman —
Majed, General Sceretary —
Taufiqul Islam Chowdhury,
Joint-Sceretary — Syed Zakir
llussain and Mahfuzul llug
Manik, Secrcvtury Education
and Rescarch . PProl Kazi
Azizuddin Ahmad, Sccrelary
Litcrature and PMublication —
Iskandar Al Chowdhury,
Organising Scerctary — Manjur
Morshed, Scerclary Social
Wellare — Bayazid Mustaba

Siddiqui, Scerclary Youlh — G
M Azmal Khan, Publicity
Scerctary — Mustafa Naim.
KHULNA
One strangulated
to death

Jan 7: An clderly man was
killed over land dispule re-
cently at village Andharmanik
in Dumuria upaxila, reporis
UNI3.

Molice sald the victim Gopal
Chandra llaldar (65) was
strangulated o death by his -
vitls.

laripada Dhali, 'onchanan
Dhali and Cobinda Dhall was
arresicd in this connection.

A casc has been lodged in
this connucton.

SHERPUR
Boro cultivation
scheme

Jan 7: A scheme has buoun
undertaken o0 bring 1.20.675
acres of land under culu-
vation in 8 upazilas of the dis-
trict during the current sca-
son, rcports UND.

According to Agricullure
Exicnston Department (AED)
sources, 1,13,620 acrcs ol
land will be brought undcr
Iigh Yiclding Variely and the
rest 16,068 acres under local
varkcly.

Bangladesh Krishi Dank and
othor financial insUtutions will

rovide credil factlitics Lo
armers and Bangladesh
Agricaltural Devclopment
Corporation will also supply
sceds, fertilizers and other

necessary inputs for the im-
plcmentation of the pro-
gramme.

When completed aboul
1.24,460 metric tons of boro

Laken up
masicred on 1852 acres of
land in five upazflas of thwe dis-
Lrict.

According to offlicial
sources, 720 acres will be cul-
Uvated in Sadar, 149 acres In
Srechbordl, 197 acres in
Nalitabari, 716 acres in Nokla
and 61 acres In Jhenigati

Dainfk Janata wu{nn-

The miscreanis altackced
publishd

He
Club, the mecting also ulkﬂ
immediate arrest of the
miscreants and demandcd ox
emplary punishmeni 0 thum
to stop recurrence of such in-
cidents in future.

RURAL COMMUNICATION: The villagers are to face such
wooden bridges or shakos which is risky.

Power supply to schemes denied

[RRI-boro cultivation on
1.50 lakh acres uncertain

" JAMALPUR, Jan. 7 : IRRI-
boro cultivation on 1,50,000
acres of land under six upazilas
of the district has become
unceriain duc to lack of powcr
supply to decep and shallow
tubewclls.

It is informed that on the
assurance of power conncclion
by Power Development Board
(PDB), 80 deecp and 70 shallow
tubcewells were installed in
1983 in the said upazilas. Dul
power supply has not ycl been
provided. As such cullivalion is
being hampered 10 a greal cx-
lent

On the otherhand, the cul-
tivators who took loan have
been facing utter difficultics.

A scheme was submitted to
the higher authorily of DD
under Annual Devclopment
Programme for providing
power connections to the irri-
gation projects in Melandah
Upazila. Buf the scheme was
not approved for reasons not
known.

It is informed that due lo
overpressure on (wo lrans-
formcrs in Melandah Upazila,
power supply could not be ex-
tended to Lhe irfigatlion pro-
jects. Dut it is learnt Lthat the
pressure was duc to illegal
conneclions o a number ul'

Primary edn. faces

CHUADANGA, Jan 7 : The
primary schools under Lhe dis-
trict have been facing innu-
merable problems for a long
time.

The existing problecms arc
hampering ucalion of Lhe
primary schools under lour
upazilas of the district. The
upazilas arc sadar,
Alamdanga, Damurhuda and
J

The schools are fact:
problems include dila

the
ated

school houses, accommodation

, sho ol wachin
stall and lack of furniture a
educational instruments like
benches, chairs, tablcs and
blackboards.
The absence of lalrine, uri-
nals and tubewells has become
as usual matter. For drinking

_waler, Lhe studenis arc o go

a nearby houses. The absence
n{hmﬂuluﬂnnlln much
lcft by the female students and
tcachers.

According te reports, Lhere
arc 257 governmcnl prin
schools in the district most
which have no pucca houscs
and some houscs have no
fences or wall.

In the distriet, there arc 77

non-government primary
schools which have no fund lor

m! salarics of the h:uchln! in Mwlds and other EE

From Our Correspondent

houscs and industrial units.

The farmers are nol goiling
IRRI-buro sicds lo guvern-
ment rate from the local
branch of DBangladcsh
Agriculture Development
Corporution (BADC). It is al-
leged Lthat the improved vari-
ctly of sceds are being sold in
blackmuarket at higher prices.
But thare is none to check the
illegal sale ol the seods.

Morcover, Lhe scoeds dis-
tributed by BADC amwng lurm-
ers arc rcporicdly mol goermi-
nating, it is allcged. Wien con-
lacted, Mulanduh Agriculture
Office admittad the nmticr,

It is apprchended thal
IRRI-boro cullivation in the
district may sufler a scrious
sciback Lhis scason for want of
secds and power supply.

The concerned authoritices
have been urged Lo Lake “tm-
mediate steps 0 extend power
supply to “the Irrigation
schemes for successful cultiva-
tion of IRRI-buro paddy.

UND reporl says | Awanid
League aclivists reccently
stuged demonstration in front
of the oflice of Dcpuly
Commissioncer and
Supcrintendent of Police ol
the district demanding proper
distribution of reliel malerials

e ——

at Mclandah Upazila.

The demonstlrators also
demianded holding ol post-
ponied clections o the stu-
dents’ union of Madarganj
Governmient Collége and crad-
jcation of BNP-patroniscd ler-
rorism in Mclandah and
Mudurganj upazilas.

The 4-hour gherao pro-
granunc from 10 am was led
by district Awami League Joint
Scerclary Mirza llolam Azam.

The Awami Leaguce supporl:
crs laler brought oul a proces-
sion [rom the ratlway
which terminated at DC office
proemiscs,

They warned that il their
domands were not met they
would go for a greater aclion
programimec.

The protestors also handed
over lwo separale memoranda
w the DC and SI'.

1SS adds :
fong lraining programmc on
radio and lelevision repadring

began at Dewanganj Upazila
headquarters recently.

Fifleen persons including
six wonwn have been partict-
pating in the training pro-
gramme organiscd by
Banglidesh Simall and Collage
Induslirivs Cotrporation
(13SCIC).
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stall. These schools have no
fences and can not also ar-
range scaling arrangements for
the attending students.

Most of the schools have no
requisile number of lcachers.
There are 1025 tcachers in all
the governmenlt rimary
schools but Lhe schools roeguire
1076 wachers. According W
reports, the posts of 22 teach-
ers arc lying vacant for a long.

Since Scptember 16, 1991,
the government has stopped
the recognition of primary
schools for which the faw ol
the 77 non government pri-
mary schools has boecome
unceriain. As a resull, the
tcachers and Lhe guardians of

the students have been sulfor-
ing from frustration.

According to schools regis
lcrs, there arc al pruescnt
1,08.375 studcnts in the exisl
ing primary schools of the dis
triel.

Considering the growing
rate of population, it is esti-
maated lﬁl about 70 per cenl
of children are still out nl' the
school. The poor guardians of
the children can not scnd
their words te schoeols lor
poverty. The guardians in sonw
cascs prefer to kecp them
words with them for helping

set-back

The concerned aulthorilics
have been urged Lo take sicps
lo save the institutions and ¢x-
tent educational [acilitics Lo
the children.

A total of 1,34,000 acres of
land will be brought undcr rabi
crop culttvation in four upazilas
of the district during the cur-
renl scason.

Mcanwhile, the rultlvuliun

of wheat, mustard, mashor,
grani, khesari, motor dal and
arhar have been completed.
The cullivation potato is now
going on. Al present, plots are
bueing preparcd for cultivation
of IR -boro.cultivation.

The harvesting of mash
kalai and mug have alrcady
been completed.

The succcssful cultivation
will help produce 35,000 met-
ric tons of wheat, 2500 metric
wns of nmustard, 8500 metric
wns of mashor, 3500 melric
wns of gram, 1000 metrie
tons of kheshard, 150 metric
wons of motor dal, 60 metrie
wns of arhar and 7000 nwiric
lns of polato,

The BADC and Krishi Bank
wf thw concerned arcas have
takon up plans 10 supply scods,
fertilizers  inscclicides and
ans to the furmers to make
the cultivation suocess,

CHANDPUR: Mr Yaqub Ali, DC, Chandpur addressing the journalists during his recent

visit to the local

Press Club. I

ultuatmn at some points. They frequently cross dilapidated
— Star photo

stalion

A feur-month-—

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 7 :
Untimely rain caused an ex-
tensive damage to Rabi crops
on 17,564 acres of land in
scven upazilas of the district,
rcports UND.

Of the total land, mustard
on 13,749 acrcs, potalo on
1,081 acrcs, wheat on 1,079
acrcs, pulses on 783 acrues,
chilli on 199 acres, vegetlables
on 445 acres and boro on 228
acres were damaged by the re-
cent heavy townpour, oflicial
sSOurces

Besides, boro seed-bed on
640 acres of land were also
dam :

Local agriculturc officials
apprchended that the targetl of
production might not be
achicved during this scason
due to this untimely rain.

List of maastans
prepared

Policc has madec a list of
maastans, illcgal arms holders
and hooligans indifferent parts
of the district.

At least 50 pcople were ar-
rested in the first phasc of
antl-miscrcants drive during
the last weck. Dut no illegal
arms were deposited during
the deadline [ixed by the dis-
trict administration.

The sccond phasc ol the
drive is cxpected to be started
soon to make the programme a
success, police said.

Five die of
diarrhoea

Diarrhocal discases claimed
five lives including two boys
and attacked 25 others in
pourashava arca ol the district
recently.

The victims were identified
as Sakhina Khatun {20), wilc of
Enamul llagque and Muslima
Begum (40), wifc of Wad Ali of
Bhadhughar, Ralia Khatum
(18), Mutalimm Miah (6) and
Helal Miah (8) months.

Scarcity of drinking walcr
and taking of adulterated food
were atlributed to the out-
break of the discases.

Local pcople urged the au-
thorities lo take neccssary
measurcs Lo cambal the grow-
ing menace.

Smallest Quran

The smallest volume of the
Holy Quran was discovered
here, s
The holy book was [ound
recently in the house of lale
Alhaj Abdul Mannan of

Howlader Para.
The Quran printed 200

years ago was mcasured by 1.9
cm in lenth, 1.5 cm breadth, 1
cm thick and the 3.3 gram in

ht. .
“*hc holy book is now under
the posscssion of Advocale
Abdus Sattar Bhuiyan MP, re-
siding at Medda in the lown.

A Pabna report adds :
Another Uny loly Quran was
traced here recently.

The Quran weighing 2.2
gram, 2.1 em in lenglh
cm thick has all features of a
complete Quran with all 30
chapters.

Hal=z Mohammad
Imam of Kadamiala Dazar

displayed the Quran at
the local Press Club claiming it

i as the smallest holy Quran of
world

One killed, 1 hurt
in road mishap

FENI, Jan 7;: A man was
crushed under the wheels of &
speeding bus and his brother
sustained serfous injury when
the vehicle hit them at Ranir
Bazar on Fent- Chhagolniya
Road Monday . repurts UNL,

According Lo witnesscs,
Rahtmullah (25) , of Majlishpur
village in sadar upazila dicd on
the spot and hu brother
Karimullah was rushed 0 Lhe
sadar hospital in a eritical
condition.

PBoth the brothers nwl the
trl;'le accident . When the

i bound bus [ No ,
Feni BA-6) hit them while th-:y
were crossing the road,

I ]I.... b

Tk 15 lakh goods

The Baily tar 9

gutted at Faridpur

FARIDPUR, Jan 7: Valuables
worth about Tk 15 lakh of
three bedding stores of
Chawkbazar, the biggest bazar
in the town here, were gulled
in a fire at early hours today, a
first hand report said, reports
UNB.

Fire Brigade sources said,
the alfllected stores include
Kashem Brothers, Hasan
Brothers and Bhagabati Store.

The cause of fire could not
be ascertained immediatcly.
But police suspected thal the
fire might be originated from
electric short circuit.

Soon after the fneident,
Faridpur Fire Scrvicemen
rushed to the spot and extin-
guished the [ire wilthin an
hour. |

None was injured in the
fire. The extent of damage may
be more than the first hand
report, it is learnt.

It may be mentioned that
there are more than 200 bed-
ding and clothes stores in the
Chawkbazar Area.

A case has been filed in this
connection,

A BSS rcport says: Feur
shops were gutted ina[tnul

- guishing

4 am last night at Chawkbaar,
the biggest market of Lhe
town.

The [ire stated Lo have orig-
inated from electric short cir-
cuft. Faridpur [irc Drig
rushed to the spot and brought
the fire under contrul. F
fircmen were injured Whﬂc
fighting the fire.

Carpets,rug, foam tlnl.hei

worlh several lakh taka weré
gutied in the fire. i

A UNB report (rome
Maulvibazar adds:The [fire
Brigade Station of thc distriet
has bécome crippled for want
of adequate stafl and cqulpu
MnIcnts.

Al present I.hE fire umuun
has only five firemcn oul of Lo-

la] requirement of 16 and only!

threc drivers oul of four while'
Lthere is no driver for mnbﬁJ
lance.

The condition of fire l:rl:trl;
vchicles is also in bad
condition." The old vehicles gé
oul of order cvcry now and
then hampering the secrvice

greatly.

NARSINGDIl.Jan 7: The
Sadar hospital of the district
has been [unctioning ‘Lo the
benefit of some local mastans
instead of the patients, local
leaders alleged, reports UND.

Doctors, nurses and other
stall of the hospital have been
passing their days in terror
and have suggested shifling of
the hospital from 'Lhe present
site.

It is alleged that thc mas-
tans have been collecting fees
from the patients and tolls
from the medical. and non-
medical employees in collabo-
ration of a 4th class employce.

Sharbahara
Party men
surrender

BARISAL.,Jan 7: Four mwre
aclivists of oultlawced
Sharbahara Party have surren-
dered Sunday with arms and
ammunilion, oflicial sourccs
here said, reports UNL.

Sharbahara Party lcader
Humayun Khan allas Swapan of
Mashang and his Lhree com-
tades al .arms Abdul Salam
Khan alias Dilip of Mashang,
Fela Sardar alias Labu ol
Chenguria and Swapan Kumar
Das of West Narayanpur of
Uzirpur Upazila of the districl
have surrcndered to the po-
Hee.

Mastans control
Narsingdi hospltal

p is also said o Be
sLIHng in tl'lt. black market the
medicines supplied for theé
hospital with the help of the
mastans, the employees have
also been controlling and regu-
lating allotment of stafl quat-
ters.

The doctors, nurses and
other members of the stall had
submitied a written complain
against the employee in
August, 1990, after which
inquiry was instituted.

The tcam visited the hnl-pi-l
tal and suggested proper ac-|
tion against the miscreants. !
But no action has since b'“’ﬂ;
taken.

Local clite and the emplqy-
ces of the hospital have uryb
the authoritics to take actiom|
against the miscreants imme-|
diately and facilitate normal
opcration of the hospital. 1

Maulvi Bazar Sadar lospitai |
is in dire nevd of a childrens
ward, local leaders and hospi-
tal sources alleged. )

Child patients of the hﬂlpi.rl
tal having only two wards —|
oné for male and the other far|
female patients have been sufs|
fering a lot. Those accommo:
dated in the crowded female
ward have not been geuln;
proper lrealment.

Over 100 children come
from far flung arcas to the
hospilal everyday for trealmeps
and 5 to 10 of them are admit-
ted in the female ward while
the rest are sent back without
treatment, the sources added.

f

Problems hamper
trading in bazar

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Jan. 7 Rﬂjgt::lj
Bazar, one of the biggest a
busicst business centre ol the
town has been facing many
problems for a long time.

There i{s no proper drainage
system and supply of pure
drinking water in the markel.
Moreover, shortage of accom-
modation and absence of con-
servancy services have been
hampering smooth trading.

The roads inside the mar-
ket are not spacious enough to
facilitate easy movement ol the
small vehicle like rickshaw.
Unplanned and unauthorised
shops have further narrowed
the roads for which the cus-
tomers can not frecly move,

The market authorities are
collecting tolls and taxes from
the traders and shopkccepers
but there is no sign ol dewel-
opment of the market.

The market has nel yet
been electrified properly
which the fish and vegelable
market plunge into darkncss
after the sun set causing nmach
difficulties both to the buyers
and sellers.

Heaps of gar s and filths
are kept here there. The
customers and scllers are o
respond to the call of nature in
the open places, for want of la-
trines and urinals. These no
doubt unhealthy and pollute

the atmosphere.
The number of buyers and

sellers 1s increasing day by day
but the authorities have ho
plan to expand and develop
the market.

The concerned autherities
have been urged to take nooes-
sary steps to develop the mar-
ket for the interest of the lown
dwellers.

Beggar problem

Beggars are increasing day
by day in the district including
its upazila towns especially in
the sadur upazila.

Among them, there arc old,
blind, erippled and a group ol
children, young men and

WO AN,
Above 10,000 beggars have

joined in this rolcssion
within last couple of years. The
continuous [loods, cyclones,
drought and erosion of the
rivers have compelled them to
sail for unknown destinations.
They come to the town lor
work but most of them beg lor
mere cxistence. They pass the
night at railway station and in
front of markets or varendas of
school and offices. So they

have to respond to the call of
nature at the open places and
that pollutes the environment.

The beggars are cr::-th:
problems to the dwellers
the conceimned arcas. It may be
noted here that finding no
other alternatives they find
some ille ways (o manage
their daily food. The young
women beggars allegedly .
choice the profession of progs
titutes for means of living. This
kind of anti-social activities ase
very much harmful te j-uuﬂ
gencrations.

The local people urged -
the district administration e
take schemes for rehabilitation

of floating people.

One more dies
in cold wave

Shib . Nachole, DBholahat
distriet.



