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World Bank on Family
Planning

At a Ume when Bangladesh needs all the help
it can generale from outside to intensify its family
planning activities, sharp differences have re-
portedly arisen between government here and
donor agencies, including the World Bank (WB),
over the siralegy followed by the authorities In
Dhaka. Unless quickly resolved. these dillferences
may adversely allect not only our [und-raising el-
forts butl also the [amily planning programme as a
or

whaole. However, in reaching an understanding —

rather a [ull agreement— with WB, we must not
evade Lhe issues in question or simply mark time
for one side or the other to change its mind.

by a report published in this paper
yesterday, the differences touch on some [unda-

mental issues. It is said that after a recent mis-
sion to Bangladesh, when it reviewed the
ol population-related projects, [inanced
Bank and other donors, 2a WB-led team has
advised the Government here to change ils strat-

in controlling the population explosion. The
¢

sought by the visiting team, obviously
by headquarters ol various donor agen-
cles, is that instead of adhering Lo current re-
versible methods in family planning such as Lhe
use of pills, condoms and IUD, Bangladesh should
turn to the firreversible ones. including the
highly unpopular practice (atleast in South Asia),
of vaseclomy. There is no suggestion that the
-over should be a total one. What is asked
for 1s a shifl in emphasis, a switch in focus.
However, Lhere is a hint that the new [ocus
should provide the basis ol the proposed strategy
and that this change would influence the thinking
among donors on the question of assistance (o
population-related projects in this country.

The Government of Bangladesh has reportedly
expressed serious reservations aboul Lthe WB's ad-
vice. These reservations are undoubtedly based on
several valid reasons. In our view, the perfor-
mance ol successive regimes here in reducing
our population growth has f[allen below all expec-
tations, especially when it is compared (o that of
Thailand, Indonesia and even India. This is al-
tributed to a number of lapses and lailures, such
as Lthe weaknesses in Lhe ovesrall programme,
inadequate family planning aclivities in remote
rural areas, lack of availability ol population con-
trol devices and poor co-ordination with the
communily press and the eleclronic media.
Unless the authorities have raised the level ol
their performance in the exisling activities, thus
realising the fullest polential of the on-going pro-
gramme, any swilch in the [ocus would be prema-
ture and, In socio-economic terms, dangerous.
There may be no question of any of the donor
agencies asking for compulsory application ol ir-
reversible methods in family planning, with cou-
ples being either forced or bribed (o accepl the
' “El.l practices which were disastrously tried

by the late Sanfay Gandhi in the early seventies in

parts of India. The problem is, any publicity given
to the government's decision to inilroduce irre-
versible [amily planning methods or: wide-spread
basis would produce serious repercussions and
could even weaken popular support for the on-go-
ing programme. Such thoughts are bound to be
uppermost in the mind of the popularly-elected
government. They should certainly be taken into
serious consideration by the World Bank and
other aid agencies.

In immediate terms, the best way ol tackling
what is rightly regarded as the country's "Number
One” problem lies in pulting in a new life into our
existing efforts with increased vigour, thorough-
ness and dedication and, in a longer perspective,
in solving our economic problems, ranging [rom
illiteracy to poor hospital facilities in rural areas.

A Safer Environment

Inaugurating a seminar on "Engineering for
Disaster Mitigation.,” the minister concerned
Abdullah Al-Noman called upon the country's
engineers to put their efforts in preserving envi-
ronmental balance that hopefully will greatly con-
tribute to minimising natural disasters. His em-
phasis on the role engineers play in a country's
overall topographical changes, particularly at a
Ume when huge projects are coming up in ever-
Increasing number, is appropriate .

It s no wonder that the environment issue
loday figures so prominently at various interna-
tional fora. For the peril man has been facing,
since the discovery of a hole in the ozone layer, is
common. In the developed countries, however,
the problem though appecars to be more acute,
programmes involve large [unds. And the
choice is indeed limiled both for the developed
and developing countries. One qualitative im-
provement in the [irst world, however, is that the
common people have become not only conscious
enough but also involved in [ighting environmen-
Lal degradation .

Sadly, the point is often missed here by plan-
ners and policy-makers — as the minister has
done in this case. If the engineers have a role to
play in the creation of a safe environment, the
commonman can also contribute, in no small way,
to a less endangered ecology through his
everyday practices. Nowhere is the mindless, ir-
responsible behaviour of people and awful man-
agement of garbage and sewerage more manifest
than in the cities where, il is believed, the more
conscious cilizens live. Therclore the problem
has to be squarcly faced. A social movement is
what stands (o adequaltely address the problem.

As for the disaster management, which is in-
terrelated with environment, engineers and sci-
entists must work together to suggest the ways
and means capable of matching the challenge.
Even then, it is the policy-makers who should

11 out the need and throw their weight behind
the formulation and implementation of pro-
grammes to be taken. Apart [rom the logistics
what proves to be decisive in evolving a disaster
preparedness is the will to take a humane ap-
proach to the whole problem.
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ECENT happenings along the Danglae-
RMMH: o be

m‘zm LU ler
have lost s

oomplutely.

With the advent of the firslt  Ne Win
Oovernment in the 19680, the local army
Mmlwﬂﬁm-ﬁ:

Lo

. This was designed
of the Myanman army and

:

. border al thal Ume wus
completely open from our stde with the sole
exception of a small police outpost at Tekoal On
the side they nwmintained a fairly
substantial with a number of pairel
boats and mechanisod vosscls. The gencra

Npmrﬂapthnnruthm-n
clement of suspicion. They supposed that the

open border policy was dusigned o proswic
ng of rice from the side and also
o lend su e the Arakhancse
Muslims in their comings and goings across the
border. The lutter was basod on a small incident
at the time of partition invelviag a delegution
from Arakan who wailcd on Mohamumed Al
Jinnah with a plea 1o include the northorn
Arakan in the wrritorial boundary of
East Pakistan. The fact that Mr Jinnah rcfuscd
to even reccive the delegation did e 1w
defuse Lhe resultant hostile reaction. :

It was against this gencral bac Lhat
to conuuil lool, rape and
arson in the districts of Maungdow aixd
Buthidong in the hope that their operations
would divert the political opposition of e
Arakgncse away from the Myanman lo. the
Arakan Muslims. Two things woenl wrong in Lthe
simplistic calculations of the Myanman foreus.
The scale of the tion itscll coupled with
the inhumanity with which it was carried oul
sent cold shivers down the spine of even the
most carried out sent cold shivers down Uw
spine of cven the most rabid anti-Muslims. The
expected local support fuiled to malolalize,

RISING TENSION ON THE BORDER

in Myanmar

by Kaiser Rasheed

Moreover; the reaction of Pukislun unddr nwartal
law was and swill instead of the vxpectud
apathy towards a remotc and neglected border.
Forces were deployed and reinforced by
gunboals patrolling the Naal itiver using the
most modern destroyer of the Pakistan Navy
anchored ofl Saint Martin's Island as a basc.

It bucame abundantly clear that unless
favourublc condilions were crcaled for the
timmediate relurn of refugees who had streamed

Myanman armed
on our side of the

irivd once more 1o Lest the resolve of
Banghedesh abmost as il 0 rcassure themscives
that things had in fact changud sinee the last
. The pattern was the sanw-lool, riape cle,
fullowed by mass exodus. The response from our
side, W thoelr upper surprisc was the sane as
buelore-sharp and prediclable, They woere wid in
no uncertain terms that the refugees had o go
back and Lhe responsibility for creating
conditions in which this could happen was

have chosen lo launch an altack against a manned
: The only thing thal this indicales is a sense of desperal
on their part. They need to boost their morule in the face of lotal rejection by their

ion

own and universal condemnaltion of atrocities commilted by them
suppressing a clear verdict in favour of a democratic governmend...

across Lhe border into our lerritory, the
conscguences could be far more scrtous than
they had bargained for. The military prescenec
was such that the possibilitly of arnwd conflict
along the border could not be ruled oul. It was
clear that in such an cvent the pride of the
Myanman lorces would sufller vory considerably
Facud with this double jropardy -on local support
and lmmdncnt prospects of a bloody nosc,
Guencral Ne Win did notl hesitale in accopling
Fickd Marshal Ayub Khan s ivitation te meot
with him in Karachi. In the course of Lhis
mucting a communigque was signud scithg up a
“Joint Commuission of | iry.” This resulied in a
rapid roiurn lo lmnr:T:}r und restwration of

driendly relations between the two countrios

whitch endured or mere than 20 yoars.
Again in Lhe carly BOs. wilh increasing
internal pressures and sirifc, e Myanman army

cintirely that of the Myanman Gevernnwnl. The
nurmalization process was smooth and
cxpeditious and complete tranguility returned
W Lhe border arcas once again.

It s ncresting that pow for the first thme
Myanman armed forces have choscn o lmunch
an allack against a manned outpost on ovur side
of the border. The only thing that this lixlicales
is a scnsc of desperation on thetr part. They
nued W boost Ltheir mwrale In the fuce of lotal
rejection by their own poeple and universal
condcemnation of shamcless alrocities
commiticd by (he army supprussing a clear and
uncguivocal voerdikt In favour of a democratie
Governnaent hoadaod by Aung San Suu Kyt

. 1t is difficult 10 justify a policy of “turmn the
other check™ when faced with such blatant,
unwarranicd and scnscloss outrage commitied
on human boings just across e border. Wien
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s Time to Support Battle for Democracy

this resulis in pressure on onc of Lhe
countrics in Lthe world having 1o, ked morc
50,000 cxirm mouths, il beocomes even nw
difficult. When il also entuils W remsadn
unmoved by the [act that the Myanman army did
not only carry oul eopcrations against their own
peopic on thotr side bul they also luunched a
military opcralion acruss the border decp withia
our terrilory, the situation beocores unbearablk:.

A democratic Government has added
responsibilities in so far as not only it has 1o de
the right thing but it alsc has 1o be scen o be
doing the right thing Thore are a sumber of
perceptions both within our traditions as alse in
our folklere and religion which advisc agalinst
toleration of injusticc. To give e apprarance of
remaining unmoved by atrociucs and genocide
is just notl ac :

H the people of Myanmar were lefl with a
voice Lhey would demand punishment of such
tyranis. We on our part would nood 10 niake our
position clear to our own puuplc and to the
democralic peoplc of Myanmar and o Lthe world
communily- we will not sirthe a deal with Lhe
ruling SLORC withoul compliic reurtbution
including return and rchabilitation of Lhe
refugecs with appropriaic guaranices
recurrcnce of such adventlurisn:. In conclusion,
it can only be said that the tning is right bt us
call their blufl and raise the banner of
democrulic Myanmar because hal s the unly
civilized things o do.

It can of course be argued thut SLORC s o1l
its lasi lcgs In any casc so why Lother. Dut kit us
not forget that our people alse need a boost of
their morale. What could be a Loetler way w du
this than o carry the baancr of denwcracy
behall of one tHumphant lady o the rescue
another in distress. Surcly there can pcither e
B more just causc nor a morc appropriale
scenario.

A noted expert on inlernational affuirs and a
Jormer senior diplomal, (he writer served as Uw
Vice Consul in Akyab in the late [ifties.

Food Line Lengthens for Affluent Society

Derek Round writes from Wellington

EW Zealanders, who

once one ol the

highest standards
in the developed countries, arc
becoming accustomed to sec-
ing food set up to help
necdy [amilies squeezed by the
economic recession.

It is the first time since the
soup kitchens o6f the Great
Depression in the carly 1930s
that New Zealanders have had
to live with poverty on such a
scale.

Partly it is due to the 10
per cent unemployment ratc.
Additional hardship has re-
sulted from cuts in unemploy-
ment and solo parents’ benc-
fits imposcd earlier this year
as the government struggled to
reduce ils budget deficit.

Auckland, New Zealand's
largest cily, now has 40 food
banks — stalled by volunteers
— which provide groceries,
vegetables and fruit for the
hungry.

“It's nol just a one-oll par-
cel, it's conlinuing need,” a
food bank worker says. “In
many ol the cases the children
would simply have no food if

WASHINGTON : Famine is
almost entirely man-made and
only partly a result of sudden
natural disasters or wars, says
as on the causes of f[amine
in Africa by the Washinton-
based International Food Policy
Rescarch Institute (IFRI).

The report entitled, A
Policy Agenda for Famine
Prevention in Africa, examines
the famines of the 1980's in
the world's most famine-prone
countries — Ethiopia and

Sudan — and argues for new,

strategics to prevent them.

It concludes that famine re-
sults from a complex set of
circumstances that makes it
difficult for poor families to
cope with short-term shocks
to the local economy.

The report suggests that
the inability of Alfrican nations
to produce their own food or
purchase it has been a major
causc of famine and that long-
term solutions for preventing
famine are tied to ltural
growth and political stability.

Bascd on a four-year study

address.

Public meeting and
public suffering

Sir, The autocratic Ershad
re scl a bad example and
left a lcgacy as well in holding
public meeting here and there
any Uime within the Dhaka city
causing immense trouble (o
the travelling public. Such
holding of public mectlings
grl:l.l?' disturbed normal of-

ce [unclioning, Llrade and
commerce which is turn ac-
counied Jor national loss.

" It is rcally unfortunale that
the present ben ern-
ment [ailed to chl&nnuﬂ for-
mula as yel for holding public
meeting within the Dhaka city
area. In other words the pre-
sent democratic Government
and Lhce opposition parties all
are following the footstcps of
the past autocratic regime in
this regard.

It is the sacred duly of the

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

they didn't get it from us.”

A social worker tells of a
solo fathcr, lears streaming
down his f[uce, sending his
three children ofl to school
with no brecakfast — and no
food in the house.

Another social worker says:
"It's quile degrading to go o a
food bank. [Jul people have Lo
put asidc pride and come and
ask for food parcels for their
children.”

Judith, a sole mother of
four who uscs a food bank, Lold
a television interviewer: “lt's
more or lcss like begging.”

The government pays wel-
fare benclits Lo solo parcnts,
unemployed, clderly and pco-
ple who cannot work through
sickness bul these have been
cut or frozen as it Insists the
country should live within its

tion Army wellare offi-
cer Roy Thompson says rent,
medical bills and power usc up
most of the money.

A recent report by Lhe
Council for Christian Social
Services said benefil culs had
forced some [amilics to have Lo

Africa : Famine Is Man-mad

by Joachim Von Braun, direc-
tor of IFPRI's food consump-
tion and nutrition division, the
report also cites the urgent
need to adopt economic poli-
cies that would help rural
households rebuild their pro-
ductive capacity.

"Famines during biblical
times were common becausc
of a lack of Itural tech-
nology to combat natural disas-
ters,” Von Braun said.

"Therc is no excuse for
famincs in the 20th century.
They are entirely preventable

through chan in domestic
policy.” he ndcﬁ.‘l.

Famine, in virtu-
ally all continents earlicr in
the century, fs now confined
only to Sub-Saharan Africa. The
report notes that countries
like India have fended against

choose between the basic
casentials of food, heating und
clothing. Families were In
debt, could not afford 1o cal
p ly and suflered ill heulth
:;13 depression, the report

Council for Chrsulan Soctal
Scrvices spokcsman Shaun
Robinson sald the govern-

income lax scale ranges frum
24 cenis to 33 ecents In Lhe
dollur]. "There 18 clcar room
for us to increase Laxcs, and
there is no evidence it will be
a hindrance to economic
growth,” he said.

Church wecllare agencics
report 300 to 700 per cunt In-
creases In demand for food

It is the first time since the soup kitchens of the Great
Depression in the early 1930s that New Zealanders
have had to live with poverty on such a scale.

ment's decision to cut benefits
had worked against its thenw
of sell-reliance. "It ecrcales
more need for support,” he
said. “"When pcople hit thal
level of crisis it is very difficult
for them to be productive.”

The council has called on
the government to rufsc Laxcs
s0 il can reinstate benefits at
their June 1990 level.

Mr Robinson said Nc¢w
Zealand had one of the lowest
income tax rates in the
Western World (the personal

parcels which are made up
[rom grocerics, fruit and veg
clables donaled to the fowd
banks.

The Christian Soclal
Scrvices repori was based on a
survey of 50 households nwvolv-
ing 180 pcople throughout the
country. Mosi relied on a wui-
farc benefit, recetving NZ 8
192-NZ 8 282 (US 8108-US
S158) a week.

Most houscholds consid-
cred an income botween NZ 8
250 and NZ 8 450 (US 8140

A new study argues that famine, now
occurring only in Sub-Saharan Africa, is not
the result of natural disasters but of faulty

policymaking.

The study found small-scale
projects in Ethiopia and Sudan
that have prevented [aminc.
But these have been too small
in number and scope. Drawing
on their experience and that of
other nations, the rt ree-
ommends adopting specific
stralegies.

These include providing
[armers with "sorghum pro-
duction packages™ with rapid-
growing sceds, [fertiliser,
ploughs, and technical assis-
tance. Such packages are al-
ready being distributed in
Darfur, Sudan.

Sorghum is a critical grain
staple in arid Africa. During
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Government

and opposition
political parties to look inlo
public inconvenience and salc-
guard national interesl. IL is in
this context suggested Lhal
they should come to a conscn-
sus and formulate guidclines

for holding public mecting ei-
ther in D city or in other
big cilics lowns.

Probable guideline may be:

1. No public meeling may
be hcld on weekdays within
the cily corporation arcas of
Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and
Rajshahi; Public mecting of
any politdcal party may be held
on Friduy only in those city
areas. .

2. The Governmcnt may
select particular sites, say
Tejgaon old airport, stadium,
playgrounds, parks and iso-
lated open spaces for holding
public meetings in Dhaka city;
similar sites may be sclected
for holding public mectings in

the other
lion areas.
3. All political partics shall
have to obliin prior wrillen
fon irom ' the respee-
tive Metropolitan Police
Commissioncr for holding
public meeting in a particular
spot. The concernced
Metropolitan Commissioncers
will notify well ahcad of time
regarding holding of public
mectling at a parUcular site so
that the travelling public may
avoid traffic jam and other iIn-
conven'enees.

Municipal

4. Similarly, officers and
employces belonging Lo Govl
autonomous bodies corporation
etc shall obtain prior permis-
sion from their respective
hcads of organisation for hold-
ing mecting on any issuc and
notlify the venue and Ume of
such mecting well ahcad of
time. Like-wise, all other or-

tons such as Truck-DBus
rivers, rickshaw and au-
lorickshaw drivers' owners’
shall oblain pcrmission [rom
their respective  controlling
bodics and intimate the
publics.

Once a guidcline is formu-
lated consulling all con-
cerned, and put inlo opcration
rigidly thc present  practice
of holding public meceting

the 1584-85 famine, housc-
holds taking part in the pro-
gramme much more ;
so that less than half thec num-
ber of their family members
miigrated from their homes in
scarch of provisions.

The report also found that
Sudan's gum Arabic trees have
untapped potlential throughout
[amine-pronc arcas to providc
[armcrs with a cash crop that
generates income for food
while protecting the environ-
ment from the advance ol the
desert.

But because ecach tree Lakes
five ycars to mature, work pro-
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here and there causing sufler-
ing lo the common puople
may be done away with.

Ruhul Anin

Crescenl Roud,
Dhadon.

| Student from

abroad

Sir, 1 am student at a colle
in Dhaka and find it extreme
difficult to concentrate on my
task.

While other students manage
to get togcther during the
leisure or vacations, and do
combined studies, | fail to do so
as | have just arrived from
abroad. | cannol make [riends
in a hassle. | feel almost para-
noid and claustrophobic both at
home and in the classroom.

| kecp dreaming about my
friends | have left abroad in-
stead of paying attention to my
lessons. All our teachers are
strict, as is cxpected and natu-
ral. | greally fear the principal
as she is like some "mother su-
perfor,” and more.

Recently there was a great
humdrum about some pranks
at our college. The teachers and
monitors suspect | had a hand
in the lalcst mishap — which |
did not.

US 8 253) a weck would keup
them out of poverty More than
hall had their own vegetable
garden and spent NZ 8 50- NZ
8100 a weck on food and gro-
curics.

The report showed boneli
clarics becoming Isolaled from
socicly and cutling sports and
lcisure activilles other New
Zealanders considered part of
cveryday lMfe. Their children
often missed out on school ac-
tivitics. Repairs and mainte
nance on houses, cars and ap
phances were unallordable

"All the larger lamitlics sur
veyed were going Into debt 1o
survive,” Mr Robinson said.
"Depression and despair are
widcspread.” He sald familics
who responded Lo the survey
were probably the “tip of the
iecberg.”

Anglican Archbishop DBrian
Duvis gave Prime Minisicr Jim
BBolgecr what has beoen do
scribed as an "ecclesiastical
dressing-down”™ over ceononile
policics when Mr Bolger re
cently attended a special ser-
vice in Wellington's Anglican
Cathudral.

grammes are necded to sustain
farmers while thcy wait (o har-
vest trees.

"Botswana and Zimbabwe
have avoided famincs through-
out droughts,” said Von Braun.
"They have done this through
rural public works projects
that provide the poor wilth a
guaranteed income of wages or
food, in exchange for the con-
struction of badly nceded
lransportation and irrigation
systems.”

Ethiopia and Sudan's food-
for-work and cash-for-work
projects increased Lhe pur-
chasing power of the rural
poor, while crcaling badly
nceded infrastructure. But dur-
ing the 1984-85 [aminc, Lhese
projccts came to a standslill
due to logistical and adminis-
trative problems, according to
the report.

"Ethiopia and Sudan arc a
long way from being able to

Archbishop Duvis said gov-
crnment policles were favour-
ing the rich and penalising the
poor. The Prime Minisicr was
prescnied with a stalement
which Lalked of “ominous x‘
of political distrust and & -
stonment that Lthreaten the
hcalth of the democratic pro-
cuss and the nation.”

Mr Dolger walked back (o
nearby ni House with
the Archbishop to assure him
the government shared the
churches' concern that n
New Zealanders wore sullering
hurdship.

Mr Dolger's mossage s Lhal
New Zealand has been living
beyond is means nxny yvars,
thal the governnwiil s policies
arc alinwd al turning the coon-
omy around, thal tntcrest ratcs
arc coming down and inflation
has druopped dramatically to,
2.8 pur cenl. .

This, the government arg
gucs, s making New Zcealand
much more competitive in
world markcts. The govern-
ment  insisis  all New
Zealanders will benefit from
Lhis — Depthnews Asia

sustain thesc p ts during
criscs, as India has bcen able
to do,” said Von Braun.

The study also concluded
that [amine is inseparablc [rom
poverty.

The undcrlying conditions
of [amine-stricken housecholds
arc lack of employment oppor-
tunitics, limited assets such as
cash or livestock, isolation
from major markets becausc of
scarce roads and transporta-
tion, lack of credit and ade-
quate farm technology, and
poor health and sanitation.

"Drought simply triggers
famine because poverty exists,”
according to the report.

The study also found that
the ability of poor households
to cope in famine-prone re-
gions sharply decline during
the 1980's, leaving pcople in
thcse areas acutely vulnerable
to famine in the 1990's.

Even small droughts may
Lrigger [amine in the Horn of
Alrica in the coming years, it
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Would you suggest a change
in the scenarfo ? 1 will have Lo
cajole my parents for this
mother and that will not be an
casy lask. | also seck advice
from kind rcaders.

Murad Ahmed
Dhanmondl, Dhaka.

More ado than
festivity

Sir, While | realise mar-
riages, "mussalmanis,” birth-
days and other such occasions
are mallers lo rejoice with, |
find 1t hard to be in a festive
mood when these do occur,

There is all that ado about
how to localc the place of desti-
nation, how much to spend for
the necessary gifts, n and
where o go for the essential
gesture of goodwill, and finally,
whal to wear.

Parents and children are all
invited on functions of this type
in Dhaka and must all go. |
wish Lhere could have been a
caravan, led by an clephant for
such occasions. Instead of that
there s the harum — scarum

:A1-pell manner of reaching
E:aul in rickshaws, ‘babics’ and
cars on loan.

The gift remains something
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we had never dreanit of giving,
The host remains o busy cven
to sparc you a flecting snidle.

As for wearing a "sari” on all
occasions, which my family in-
sists upon, | [ind it a trifle
overwhelming. This is perhaps
my life, before coming to Dhaka
has been sans "sari” whenever |
wanted.

C'est la vic !

Farhat,
Moghbazar, Dhaka.

Articles on

literature

Sir, | had been a continuous
reader since the launching of
The Daily Star. The same s ap-
plicablc lo some of my .
bours. |lowcver, we noticed a
scarcily ol critical articles
litcrature in your Feature pl;:\
and Weckend Magazine. Mang.
readers here are interested to
read some ilcms on conlempo-
rary lilcrature which will en-
courage the rising wrilers of our
country. In this respect we re-
quest you lo print articlcs from
the capable critics of both

Bangla and English tcrature.

Ekramad Kalbir
Mirpur, Dhaka.



