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T ts now 4 o'clock in the
alternoon in a small vill-
age called Khamar Bho-
Union, 10 km
cast of urgaon District
Town (n northwest Bang
ladesh. The August sun is
subdued and the swelteri
heat is cooking as the wi
sighs through the mango trecs.
The asure sky is fading to a
dull copper and the air carries
the sweet smell of sunbaked
soil and straw. Crows stitke a
shrill discordant note. brea-
king the silence of the
emerald rice fiekds.

At the southern end of a

, amidst a few bam-
boo huts, 19 young girls are at-
teniding a literacy class under a
make-shift thatched roof sup
ported by bamboo poles. The
open classroom has a chalk
board and a flip chart. The
teacher, aged about 22, sits on
the mud floor with the girls
and helps them read the
primer.

These adolescent girls are
taking part in a pilot training
project organised by the
Rangpur Dinajpur Rural Ser-
vice (RDRS). a large Nongover-
nmental Organtsation (NGO)
working in northern Bang-
ladesh. In addition to Hteracy,
the girls recetved education in

of mrrtngl: marriage
. laws relating to
 dowry, divorce and rights of
women: health and nutrition:
mother and child carc: and
income generation and self-
reliance. Out of the 19 girls
10 never went to school at all;
9 have dropped
school system. In Thakurgaon
Upazila (subdistrict, one of the
28 where RDRS s working],
165 girls have received this
kind of training in eight
groups. Thirtytwo have been
subsequently married. Twen-

|

pala in

tyfive ol the were
duly recorded with the
Marriage Registrar — an
important eterrent o

husbands against abandoning

out of the"

or divorcing their wives.
Amoengst the millions of
poor people in Bangladesh.
women are the most deprived
of all. Thelr social status and
wage rates are lower that
men's. Their key role in pro-
duction is unrecognised and
often unpaid. Houschold in-
come is controlled by men.

Female child mortality is high.

and live in constant fear of vio-
lence., harassment and aban-
donment

To help promeote women's
independence and confidence
RDRS emphasises activities
which beneflit women: educa-
tton and skills training for ado-
lescent girls, women's group
formation and functional edu-
cation. solidarity-building, sav-

ties based on organised groups
of women for many years. |lalf
of RDRS' roots level ficld
siall are lemale, and new ini-
tistives such as the Female
Trainee Scheme and Women's
Workshops have been started,

to increase the number of
women Iin management in
RDRS

The introduction of training
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The education of girls is probably the world’s best investment.

Nothings else has such power to improve family health, slow

popula-

tion growth, and improve the lives of women themselves.

enrollment in primary and
education is low and

the incidence of early mar-
riage. dowry and divorce often
ruin their lives. Women have
less access to food. clothing,
medical care and legal rights
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ings, and traditional and non-
traditional income-carming ac-
tivitics such as home garden
ing, tree nursery farming,
poultry rearing and tailoring.
RDRS has been oHering
women's development activi-

for adolescent girls. using an
open curriculum designed o
give them a better chance of
achieving. a happy. digmilicd
and less impoverished married
lie is another new initiative
designed o inercase the de-

ICE science has gained

much from the work of

five women, according
to the International Rice
Research Institute [IRRI),

Name outstanding Young
Women in Rice Science by the
IRRI were Fadhila Hamed Al
of Tanzania, Su-jein Change of
Tatwan, Ma Yue-fang of China,
Teresita lHarina-Borromco of
the Philippines and Shailaja
Hittalmani of India.

The IRRI presented them
with cilaton plaques during
the 1990 International Rice
Research Conference held re-
cently in Scoul, South Korca.

Ms Ali is in charge of rice
improvemcnt in a Food and
Agriculture O sation (FAO)
project on development of
smallholder-oriented irrigated
rice production in Zanzibar.
When she needed to analysc
two years ol rice research data,
she lecarned to use a micro-
compuler and developed pro-
cedures for designing rice tri-
als and analysing the resulting
data, according to the IRRI.

Ms Ali is now collecting and
purifying the seeds of nalive
rice varictics of Zanzibar, and
studying their agronomic chat-
acteristics. [RRI said she has
improved Lhe storage sysiem
for the conserved seeds.

A holder of a masler of
science degree from the
University of Manitoba, Canada,
Ms All also trains exiension
agents and farmers. Her work

An investment in gold

Education

Girls' Education : An
Investment in Gold

velopment oppertunities RIDRS
offers to women. [1DHS sees
ac lesoomt @irls' watih g a8 an

important :u"ln'. stonc Lo

overall women's development.

All 19 girls in the Khamar
Bhopala class will soon com-
plete thelr literacy training.
They will be able (0 read. write
and calculate. They have al-
ready recetved basic training
in sewing and tafloring poul-
try. home gardening. health,
nutrition and legal rights. All
of them grow vegetables and
raise chickens at home and

some of them have substantial
savings. They are now more
ronscious and aware and much
botier prepared to face the
cliillenges that le ahecad of
thein

All the girls were born and
brought up in Khamar Bhopala
village. Some of their parents
had migrated to the area from
Hossainpur/Galargaon in
Greater Mymensingh District
twentyfive years ago. after the
Brahmaputra river eroded
their cropland and home-
steads.

Abdul Bari Bepari. now in
his lale {ifties, still remembers
the circumstances which
compelled them to leave their
homes in the green. riverine
castern district and settle in
the arid, highland district in
the far north of the country.
nearly 500 km away. The
Brahmaputra continually
croded its banks, devouring
crop fields and gradually ad
vancing towards the village.
The situation worsened with
each flood and every year the
puor families became steadily
poorer as their land disap
pecared. Finally they had to
leave.

Bepari and his next of kin
sold their homestead land and
oue night boarded the North
Bengal - Mail which brought

themn w Dinajpur. Then they
took another train to Thaku

rgnon. From there they came
to Goreya and bought a plece of

land in Khamar [3hopala village.
it was larger than they
had sold as sandy highland
in Thakurgaon is cheaper than
fertile land in Mymensingh.
Alter bullding their new huts,
they had some land to culls-
vale. As Bepari narrates the
story of their ltfe in exile, be
looks much older than his age,
batlered by life but unbowed.

The girls also seem re-
silient. They allend Lheir
lessons with enthusiasm and in
about two more months they
will finish the coursc. They
want to ltive a Hie diflcrent
from that of their struggling
parents — a lie of dignity and
satisfaction.

Am&lﬂ‘

Ayesha Siddiqua, known as
Shyamola by her l"rlr.-ndn was
born on a moonlit ni;hl 16
years ago in Chlndigm'
in G-nrreyl.

Sk s

Shyamola is the cldest of three
sisters and Lthree brothers. ler
father, Rahimuddin, can ha-
rdly support his wife Anwara
and the six children with Lhe
meagre income [rom his small
grocery shop. Rahimuddin and
Anwara were very happy when
Shyamola was borm bul the
days became harder as the
family grew r. As a result,
Shyamola could not continue
her studics after passing Mfth
grade in the local primary
school. She stayed at home
helping her mother with the
household chores.

rlmlznt is
ns I;I'H: nmnhghl

When Shyanmwola was 13, her
father wanted o marry her off
and began looking for a hus-
band. Shyamola her lather
that she was not yel ready for
mar and that she would
like to resume her studics.
Two years later, molivaled by
an RDRS worker, Shyamola
joined the adolcscent girls'
training. Here she learni about
her rights and responsibilitics
and began to discover horsell
and the potential that God had
crealed within her. New op-
gnumu:l began o open up

As her [ather could not al-
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Shyamola

ford to bear her edueational
expenses, RDRS provided her
with gradc-6 text books which
she studied al home. Simu-
lancously, she wused her
knowledge from the training
to supplement the [amily in-
come. With about Tk 500 (USD
14) from her father she bought
some chickens and a goat for
rearing and started intensive
home gardening. Dy selling
and chickens and wegeia-
bics she soon earncd a prolit of
Tk 800 (USD 22). Out of this
she sp:nt Th 300 (USD H) on
books and stationcry and a
school dress. In January 1901,
she was admilied inlo grade 7
in the local Salandar Iligh
School.
Shyamola continued her in-
vestment and inconw carning
and also did well in her stud-

jles. ller father Rahimuddin
again arranged a marrisge for
her, bul once again Shywmola
refused o be mmrricd so carly.

With the sewing and tatlor-
ing (raining (rom RDIS, she
now makes simple clothes for
her sisters. She also bears the
ceducational cxpenses of a
young brether and sistcr and
teaches them at homwe. She
helps her father with moncy
from time to tine.

Six a wock Shyamola
walks 9 km o and from school
! Alter school, she often comus
o the RDIS-organiscd adolkcs
cenl girls’ training class in
Khamar B village and
helps the girls and the teacher
volunuarily. Shyamola wants o
builld a dignificd life for hersclf
and also ensurc the same for
her fellow women folk.
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Women Achievers
in Rice Science

by Bernabe Paguio

is credited for much of the
nearly two tons per hcclarc
increase in average rice yiclds
of Zanzibar farmers.

Ma Yuc-fang, who holds a

master of science degree [ronr

Hangzhou University, is assis-
tant plant physfologist of the
Zhejiang Academy of Agric-
ultural Scicnce in Hangzhou.
Her generation of ncw
knowledge on physiological
traits reporiedly helped in-
creasc the yicld potential of
hybrid ricc. Her work led 1o
the development of new tools
that promole late scnescence
{dying) of leaves and improve

the response of hybrid rice to
fertiliser.

The holdcr of a master of
scicnce degree from the
National Tatwan University, Ms
Change hcads the rice breed-
ing seclion, agronomy dcpart-
ment, of the Taichung District
Agricultural Improvement
Station in Changhua, Tatwan.

She led the development of
two ncw farm variclies —

Taichung Glutinous 70 and
Taichung 190 — rclcased in
1986, Thesc variclics arce now
widely grown in Taiwan, ac-
cording to the IRRL

Ms Borromeo is afliliale in-
siructor of agronomy atl the
University of the Philippines,
Los Baos {(UPLLY). She breceds
rice for frrigiled lowlind and
drougkt-prone rainfed cnvi-
ronments for ‘both UPLB and
the Philippine [Hee Ruescarch
Institule.

IRRI said Ms Borronwo's
work in gerraplasim collection
has added 91 traditional vari-
clics to 1,870 rices in the
Philippine collection and
helped the Philippine Sce-
dboard improve data analysis
and inlerpretaton.

Ms Borromueo holds a mas-
ter of scicnee degree from the
UPLB.

Ms [littalmani is assistant
professor of plant brecding
and genclics at the University
of Agricultural Scicnces (UAS)
in Bangalore. She is credited
for having led the development

ol seven promising improved
ricc cullivars with aromalic
grain, discase resistance, or
tolerance for mudiuni-decp

Mr |littalmani, a doctor ol
philosophy, recently identified
a new high-protcin breeding
licn and is now working 1o
transfer its gencs into a high-
yuilding plant type, according
o the IRRL

The Institute said it is
reeognising these young scien-
lists lo highlight and cncour-
age women's involvement in
rice research and to promote
their professional develop-
mnt. The award is supported
by the governmcnt of Den-
mark.

For this award, young fe-
malec rice scientists all over
the world were nominated by
hceads of their home research
unils and each recommendod
by three referees. Among the
critcria for nomination are :
age below 35 years old: work-
ing as a researcher in a na-
Lional institution, government
or private agency; conducting
applicd or basic rescarch if
ricce, i

The five winners received a
travel grant to wvisit the TRRI
hcadquarters and o partici-
pale in the 1990 International
Rice Research Conlerence in
Soulh Korea.
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Deciphering Elephant Talk

erald ine the elcphant s
out with the family in
Kenya's Amboseli Natio-
nal Park, and some of her

group lag about a quarter of a
mile behind well out of shout-

ing distance. So she "rumbles’
at a frequency low enough to
travel the distance, even
through tress and brush. Abou!
30 yards from geraldine, Soila
Saylalel, a 27- year- old Maasaj
woman who has been eavess
dropping on elephants for 4 —
years, says she "feels” the re?
sponse as a faintvibration "
doesn't really go into my ears,
says Sayialsel. " [ feel it here .
in my chest” The response is a
common elephant " contact
answer” Rough transiation.
"We're OK®
For centuries people have
marveled at the intelligence of
elephants. Herds have been
known to bury their dead un-
der branches, and to coordi
nate their movements even
when separated by more than a
mile. Some years ago. when
rangers at Hwange National
Park in Zimbabwe began gun-
ning dewn an elephant herd to
herd dozens of miles away ieft
longtime watering holes
for an area more remote from
the killing ground. Perhaps
they heard the hunters heli-
coplers. But another possible

-4

explanation came up in 1984,
when zoologist Kathering
Payne noticed an odd throb-
bing in the air at a z00 in
Portland. Oregon. Paynel later
recorded Asian elephants ai
the zoo and found that much of
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clephant program for Kenya's
National Wildlife Service, says
that about 30 elephant calls
have been deciphered, from
warnings to mating calls. The
sounds range from a variety of
low frequency rumbles to audi-

Messages are not always prerogatives of man

their "talk takes place ,“ in
frasound frequencies - too low
for human hearing but capable
of traveling several miles.

Payne has since joined other
rescarchers snooping thorugh
Africa for bits of ch:phanl dia-
logue. Joyee Poole head of the

bie, middle and higher fre-
quency roars, sonrts, groans,
bellows, screams and trum-
pets. 1 feel we've just begun to
scrat¢h the surface, says Poole.
"We now have an idea of wha
some of the calls mean, but
others are still a mystery.

Most known calls express a
hasic need or emotion.
Females in estrus rumble to at-
‘ract males: sexually aroused
males rumble to warn ofl other

than the population another
males; a hungwy baby makes a
snckle protest. But some ol the
coversation is slightly more
sophisticated. Let's go can be
coupled with directions on
which way to go. say re-
searchers. And somec calls
scem to be directed at individ-
uils within the herd. There are
times when elephants get into
what a to be a conversa-
tion. says Poole.

Scientists are now trying (o
horn in on these pachyacrmal
discussions. Poole says that by
nsing recorded elephant ecalls
she has been able, in effect, to
ask elephants questions aboul
their social world. What ele-
phants have 1o say about hu-
mans {s not very [lattering.
Kadzo Kangwana, a 23 year old
Kenyan doctoral l:.a.ndh.'lalt: has
played tapes of cattle bells
used by Maasatherdsmen 1o
elephants as a way to ask them
how they feel about people ., "
The bulls generally ignore i1,
The females, how ever, stand
up. listen and run as fast as
they can in the opposite direc-
ton. - J.B.
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University Rumpus Grows

ULF crisis inlcrest in
G Swariland might be

expecled to be slight.
The country is tucked away in
the south of the continent
between South Africa and
Mozambique, with a population
of just 800,000 and has almost
no Muslim presence.

Yet interest here in the Gulfl
has been intense. The explana-
tion has its roots in a contro-
versial incident set ofl in
November 1990 when stu-
dents started a lecture boycolt
at the university.

They had three grievances:
poor food, a shortage ol leclur-
crs, and the most emotive is-
suc of all, refusal by university
authorities to reinslate a
student called Sabelo Dlamini.

Swaziland is a no-party
state, in which all political ac-
Livity is ircasonable in law.
Sabclo Dlamini had been ae-
quitted in the High Court of
high trecason and of be¢ing a
member of an fllegal political
party.

Nevertheless, he has been
held in detention without trial

Swaziland

by Norman Sowerby

since Novemiber with four oth-
ers acquitlied with him on the

same charges.

Three days alter the boycott
began the authorities closed
the Universily and asked for
help from the armed jorces to
eject the siudents from cam-

pus.

Police and members of the
defence force complicd with a
vigour that shocked the cntire
nation, evcen people of an age
not normally sympathelic o

Many students, somc [rom
other Alrican countrics, wcre
able 1o show journalists scars
and scvere culs inflicted by
batons and sjunboks, four-foot
whips madc of hippe hide
more commonly associated
with punitive action by South
African policc.

One girl had to be sent Lo
Johanncsburg for trcatment
for hcad in Ilturir.': and may losc
the sight of onc eye.

When the university re-
opened students reported ra-

A crisis at the umvers:ty in Swaziland has escalated

following a lecture
provok

treason and
no-party state. Gemini
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t by students. The
partly by refusal to free a student acquitted of
bemg a member of a political party in a

boycott was

student demonstrators.
Persistcnt reports that up
to four students had dicd afier
brutal beatings were denied
and latcr disproved by univer-
sity authorities and the police
— but the allegations lcft an

ugly smwear,
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dios, tapc rccorders, clothes
and other belongings missing
from their rooms. Police say
some members of the foree are
to be charged with the thefls.

There were dramalic re-
ports of how university lectur-
ers, among Lhcm Fulbrighl
Scholars sponsored by the
United Stales government,
smuggled students ofl campus
in the bools of cars at the
height of the clashes.

These reports disturbed
the US Embassy, whose gov-
ernment has long helped the
universily with grants and
stafling hclp. Noveinber 14 has
buecome known as Black Wedn-
csday and is now part ol every
Swid's vocabulary.

The uproar [inally won a
pledge from P'rimie Minister
Obed Dlamini that a commis-
ston of inquiry would be sct up
o investigate the allegations of
brutality.

No lurther word has
been heard aboul this com-
missfon, and local newspapers

suspecl the pruposal.

In January, the Gull war
broke out and while that stole
local newspuper headlines,
Black Wedncsday resentment
resurfaced in a curious way.

A heavily sarcastic corre-
spondence was opened in the
Times of Swaziland by a
reader, Mthiyane Sithole. lle
wrote:

"When the Gulf crisis
began in Aagust 1990 the
Prime Minister expressed his
great concern about the lragi

Over Acquitted Student

invaston of Kuwait, and [roni
his scntiments we assume that
Swactland s against Iraq.

"Since Swaziland is a mem-
ber of the United Nations,
perhaps it would be wise 1o
scnd part of the Swaziland
army, for instance thc ncw
regiment who have shown
greal cencern aboul peace
mainienance, as cvidcnced by
their great exuberance at the
university on Black Wednesday,

"Why not give them a
chance to usc their [reshly ac-
quircd skills in the trouble-

torn Gull area?”

Anolher rcader who signed
himsclf "Concerned” said: "...
the enthusiasm with which the
soldicrs opcrated during the
mission at the university
showed a great concern on
their side to serve the nation ...
cspuecially those who partici-
pated in raiding those univer-
sily children who were led like
a blameless lamb to be
sacriliced,

"When they are trained they
arc transformed, their muscles
rcady and alert for any action.
It is a pity that the girls who
sustained severe injuries were
far more than the boys...”

"Concerned” urged the
Dclence Ministry to send the
“university squad” to the Gull.
That would gct the war over
guickly, he said.

One or two correspondents
ook the suggestiions scriously
and said plaintively that it was
22-year-old King Mswall, abso-
lute monarch of Swaziland,
who should be deciding where
the army was to be scnl.

A soldier responded angrily,
agrecing that members of the
forces should be sent to the
Gulf, and adding for good mea-
surc that their critics should -
be scnt as well” to polish the
soldicrs’ boots and wash their
clothes rwhile they arce fight-
ing." '

The correspondence has
now petered out, but the sharp
edge of the eriticlsm remains,

Public epinfon is firm that
there was brutality atl the uni-
versily on Black Wedncesday.
And resentment is growing
that there appears to be no
commission of inquiry as
promiscd.

Norman Sewerby iwas

Jormerly editor of The Times
Swaztland.
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