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| Looking into 1992
Bush Re-election

No longer a Sure
bet

{ A ant economy 18
now the chief concern
of US voters, and that
is bad news for George
Bush, whose foreign
policy gains made
his re-election seem
a sure bet as recently
as last summer
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Najibullah sees early
end to war
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The government has
l decided to stop import
of salt under Open
‘General Licence
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Girls’ education : An
investment in gold
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Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Nilima Sheikh has
brought with her an
exhibition of drawings,
paintings, graphics
and sculptures by
twenty-one Indian
artists

NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina returns
home today

Bangladesh Awami Lcague
President and leader of the
Opposition in the Jaliya
Sangsad, Sheikh Hasina, will
return home today (Tucsday)
under a revised schedule, re-
poris [3SS.

BARGUNA, Jan 6: Al lcast
20 pcople were injurcd and
many shops damagced during o
pre-clection clash atl Taltal
Bandar in Amitali Upazila
Sunday. Witncsses said sup-
porters of DBarbugce unton
chairman candidatlcs —Ansarul
Islam and Belayct Faraizi —
clashed with cnrh other during
electioneering yesterday aller
noon, rcporis UND.

Babri Masjid case :
Hearing resumes

LUCKNOW, Jan 6: The hear-
Ing of the Ram Janam 3hoomi
Babri Masjid case was resuned

before the spceial full bench of |

the Allahabad 1ligh Court herc
loday. The hearing will con-

g'?']m omorrow also, rcporis
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The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you to Iry our Beauttully
prepared ond Beautifully presented authanhc
THAI CUISINE onad SEAFOOD in Me cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.
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Flag meeting today

Myanmar pulls back troops

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 6
today pullcd ils
troops onc kilomoter back in-
side its territory ahcad of the
planned second flag mweling
with Bangladesh tomorrow.
Reports received here from
across the border said that

Myanmar this morming with-
drew its troops from the fromt

line and deployed paramilitary
‘Lunthin” border guards and
police instead, a day before the
planned flag mecting butwoeen
the military commandcrs of
the two countrics.

46 Rohingyas held
on Satkhira border

From Staff Corrcspondent

KHULNA, Jan 6 : Mcmbers
of the Bangladesh Rilles this
morning rescued a group ol
Myanmar citizens [rom
Satkhira border of the country,
sources said.

sald members of the
BDR rescued the group of 46
Rohingya Muslims from Ghona
outposlt at abou! 9 am loday
when they were being smug-
gled out of the country on
promisc ol job.

The group, composcd
mostly of yeung men and
oyarbel vil-
luge of Mongdu district of

Myanmar, according Lo
SOUTTCS,

The refugees, who crossed
Bangladesh border (rom
Myanmar a week ago, alleged
that one Selim of Cox's Bazar
town promised them job in the
Middle East in rcturn ol Taka
2000 per head.

The group rcached Satkhira
via Dhaka. Three other groups
were also smuggled out of the
country during the pasl quir-
ter, the refugees said.

The rescued Myanmar citi-
zens would be handed over to
the police tomorrow, accord-
ing Lo the suurces.

Two-thirds of an cstimaled
30,000 Myanmar Lroops car-
lier deployed along the
langladesh borders wgre
pulled back and were stationod
near Mongdu lownship, ac-
cording to the reports.

The Nag meeting will Lake
place at 9 am tomwrrow al
Teknal to discuss siops lo re-
solve Lhe problems prevailling
along the border between the
two counirics, offictals at Cox's
Bazar said today.

They say thal the Myanmar
authoritics in a hmr lo the
local Bangladesh Rifles com
mandcr al Cox's Dazar con
firmed their participation at
the Tcknal moue Ling.

The first flag mecting was
held in the Myanmar lownship
ol Mongdu Dccember 31 aller
hectic diplomatic ellorts fol-
lowing the attack on a BDR
outpost by Myanmar border
guards December 21,

The letter, handed over 1o
the Bangladesh sidc at about
| lam today, also informod of
the transfer of the local
Myanmar Commandcr Lt Col
Tun Ye, according to an oflicial
who preferred anonymity

The name of the new com:

mander, expected to lcad the
Myanmar team, was notl avafl-
able, he said.

Reports trickling in [rom

across the border said that the
Myanmar authoritics also sus-

pended digging of Lrenches
along the border opposile
Tecknal and Naikhyangchhari
uparilas.

lHowever, anolther roport
sald Lhat Myanmar has concen-
traled fts (roops in the
Akidong coastal arcas opposilc
St Martins Island of

roh kst cvening,

UND adds : The Dangludesh
side al tomorrow's mocting
will ask for rcegular Mlag nwct-
ings wunder the Dorder
Arrangecmoent Agreemwent  of
1978, a spokcesman in Lhe
Forvign Ofllce told newsmoen
in Dhala.

Relerring o the country's
diplomatic cllorts 0 case the
situaticn, he sald Dangladesh

Ambassador in Yangon Mostula |

Farugue Muhammad is sched-
ulcd to cail on Myanmar
Forvign Minisicr Ohu Gyuw Lo
day to apprisc him about
Dhaka's vicws,

I'lur&'i:tdc-h cnvoy will also
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World Bank wants | Police force to

Dhaka to change

population policy

Star Report

The World Bank has ad-
vised Bangladesh o rovisce its
current population conirol
shifting the focus on
an irreversible method  of fam-
ily planning.

The sudden advisc has
perplexed the policy-makers
as, according lo them, Lthis will
require  reversion of the gov-
ernment’'s population stralegy.
The governmenl was so jong
following a policy of popularis-
ing the reversible method
[such as use of pills, condoms,
colls, 1UD and others) giving a
free chotce to eligible couples.

The irreversible muthods
arc: ligation, vascclomy and
other clinical practices.

Bangladesh governmcnl has
alrcady expressed sirong
rescrvations against Lhe new
advice of the World Bank and
requestied the donor to recon-
sider it However, there was
no reply from the donor U
Monday, according to oflicial
SIUMUS.

The donor's mcw advice was
communicaled Lo the govern-

ment after the recent visit of a
World Bank mission lo review
the progress of population
projcets financed by the World
Bank and other donors.

The World Bank-led mis-
sion also included represcnta
tives from other donor agen-
cies and couniries. The mis-
sion reviewed the ss of
the Third Population and
Health Projcct of Ba csh
that ended December 31 com-
pleting its live-year lerm.

Altcr the review, the mis-
sion saild that Ba sh was
lagging bechind in laris

the irreversible method a
recommended  the putiine of
mofre sircss on this. The
World Bank and otlwr donors
had previously cncouraged
Dangladcesh to opt fur re-
versible mwethods. angghadesh
aulhorilics alse bolicve Ual
the reversible pracuor is suil-
able for the country wiwie the
in Gt IIHHHI“I]I' raic s higll-
e donor alse opposcd e
Bangladesh govermment policy
See Page 12 Col 6

Jail wardens demonstrating in the city in support of their demands yesterday.
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Jail wardens
lay siege
to offices

of 1G, DIG

By Staff Correspondent

Wardens in Dhaka Central
Jail Monday laid a sicge o the
offices of the Inspecior
General (1G) and the Depuly
Inspector Genecral (DIG) of
I*'risons Directorate llmmmlln;
rcmoval of anomaly in E
structure with that of their

cquivalent ranks in other law

| war-
dens surrounded the offices
from B am to 10 am, both the

IG and the DIG could not enter |

their oflices.

Mcanwhile, the Inspcclor
General of Prisons met the
I'rime Minister and the lome
Secrctary Sunday night and
bricfcd them about the de-
mands of the jail wardcns,
sources said.

The sources also said Lhat

the Prime Minister held that
the matter should be consid-
cred after a discussion with
the Finance Minister, who was
abroad and would be available
in the coun on 9 of this
month. But the jail wardcns
should withdraw thcir pro-
grammcs immediatcly, tLhe
Prime Minister is lcarnl o
have told the Inspcclor
Gencral.

About 5,800 jail wardens in
74 jails in the country, how-
ever, continued their demon-
stration programmes and re-
[rained from drawing thcir
salaries till yesterday (Monday)
in protest against the discrim-

Sce Page 12 Col 5

Unauthorised
homestead

illegally

demolished
By Staff Correspondent

An unauthorised homesicad
was flicgally demolished by the
Rajuk authoritics in lht: city

_w:llcrday
A magisirale warklng for

 the Rajuk, Miss Amatul Latif,

with the assistance of a con-

tingent of police ordered some

hired labourers to demolish a

scmi-pucca structure at 25/X,

Green Road, allegedly without

scrving any notice carlicr to
See Page 12 Col 7

Administrative snags [cared

22 secretaries retire
next year
Star Report

Twenty-two out ol a wwial
of S0 secretaries arc sched
uled to retire by the end of
the noxt yuar.

There is a feeling that the
retircment of such a large
numbcr of seasoncd burcau-
crats at a time may aflect the
smoolh functioning of the
administration at the carly
stagie of democralc mm.
Obscrvers  feel that the
ence of these highly cxper
enced administralors may
turn out to be of vital impor-
tance for implementing the
policies of the newly clected

mment.

These officials will be end-
ing their governmenl scrvices
on reaching the obligalory rc-

+ BCTVIDES and b&-ﬂﬂ'lh'w

Lrement age of 57.

International and regional
expericnce show  that Lhe
mandatory retircment age is
out of sicp with present  day
realitics.

The lile-span and intellee-
tual ability of a pcrson has
greatly increasced over Lhe
ycars dye to superior n

cenabling him o remain
thy and acuve for beyond
the age of 57.

The relirement ‘age in
e uring Pakistan and Sri
Lanka is 60, 58 for Indiun gov-
ernmenl servanls and varics
from 58 to 60 in individual
stale administrations.

See Page 12 Col 4
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Transport strike in

PABNA, Jan 6: A non-slop
transport strike has bccen
called by owners in 16 north-
crn districts of the country
from tomorrow (Tucsday), re-
ports UNB.

Uttarbanga Paribahan Malik
Samity (North Bengal Trans-
port Owners’ Associalion)
Salurday gave a 48-hour
ultimatum to the srnment
for resolving the deadlock in

the transport scclor. The
ultimatum expired Monday.
Chiel Adviscr of the

~ N. dists begins today

Associalion Baby Islam told
UNDB today that he had a icle-
phonic talk Sunday wilh State
Minister for Communicalions
Fazlur Rahman who asked Lthe
owners to withdraw the strike
call and then seck solution of
the problems through discus-
sion.

But the transport owners
refused the offer and insisted
on acccplance of their de-
mands bcfore calling ofl the

proposed sirike.
See Page 12 Col 1

be expanded,
says PM

Mintster Begum Kha-

leda said that the
government would build and
- expand the force o meet

the changing needs of the time
under the present democratic
sysicm, reports BSS.
Addressing sendor police offi-
cers at the international confer-
cnce eentre in the city, Degum
Zia said “you have o accelerate
your activitics and properly dis-
charge dutics to ensure peace
lrdﬂlbﬂlqhm
in mind that you are
peopie as well as of the govern-
memt in the democratic system.”
The Prime Minisicr said
government wanted o train up
the police force to make it more
effective In ensuring welfare of
the peace people of the
society. She cffective mea-
surcs had been laken o intro-

duce metropolitan police system
Rajshahi

in .

Begum Zia also announced
that the compensation would be
increased to Taka 50,000 from
Tk 26,000 for members of police
who would dic in harncss. In
case of Injury on duty, the com-
pensation would be increascd ©
Taka 25,000 from Tk 10,000.

She called upon the police
officers to discharge thetr

Sec Page 12 Col 2
Wage
commission
formed

Stafl Correspondent

The government yesterday
announced a ‘Natlonal Wauges
and Productlivity Commission’
with Jormer Education
Scceretary Mir Mustalizur
Rahman as its chairman.

This commission will pro-
posc to the government among
other things, new wage slrue-
ture for the workcrs and a
standard of productivity for the
individual workers in relation
o uu ﬂ ticylar amount of

o reccive from
lht dlﬂ‘ﬂcnl industrial cstab-
lishments.

The commission compris-
ing represcntatlives from the
governmeni, workers and the
owners of private industrial
establishments. |

The five persons sclecled
by the government, however,

See Page 12 Col 1

Indonesia urges
Singapore to
explain military
deal with US

JAKARTA, Jan 6 : Indoncsia
urged Singapore loday lo ex-
plain its military deal with the
United States announced dur-
ing President George DBush's
visit, reports Reuter. i

Minister Ali Al
quoted the official An
news agency, said a US mil§- -
tary presence in the rcgion
was inevitable but any deals
should be discussed within the
Association for South East

See Page 12 Col 6

Shantibahini
ambush foiled :
One killed

From Staff Correspondent

CIHHITTAGONG, Jan 6
Bangladcsh sccurity forces Lo-
day foiled an ambush by the
outlawed Shantibahini and shot
dead one of its mecmbers at
Dighinala upazila of
Khagrachhari district, offlicials
said,

They said onc Shanti-
bahiniman was captured and
three others injured in a fight
with the sccurfty forces. The
[orces also recovered one rifle,

three magazines, one grenade |

See Page 12 Col 6

UN must condemn Israel before talks, Arabs say

NICOSIA, Jan 6 : Arab dele-

| galions are awaliting U.N. con-

demnation of an Israeli decision
to expel 12 Palestinians, as well
as firm U.S. pressure on Isracl,
before agreeing to take part in a
new round of Middle East Lalks,
reports AFP.

“Two elements will aflcel our
decision lo go to Washington :
the kind of pressure excrivd by
the United States on Isracl and
the vote in the United Nations
Sccurity Council”, Palestinian
delegale Sach Oreikat said in,
Jerusalem today.

In Amman a Palestinian,
source said Seccurity Council
condemnation of the deporta-
tion decision would be sulficicnt
for Palestinian, Jordanian,

Syrian and Lebancse ncegotia-
tors to resume talks in
Washington.

He said a propesal to con-
demn the planned expulsions,
drafted by non-aligned coun-
trics, had been circulaling at
the United Nations and added
that the Securi'y Council could
mecet on the issuc later today.

Arab partics delayed their
departure for Washinglon Lo
protest an lsracli decision last
Thursday to expel 12
Palestinlan activists [rom the
occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

The move by Isracli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, taken
afller a Jewish scttler was shot
dead on the «Gaza Strip, on

Sunday recetved the backing ol
the cabinel despile mounting
international crticism.

The United States con-
demned the measure, which
was also deplored by Russia
and the Europcan Community,
and urged fts repeal.

In Isracl today the newspa-
per llaarclz reported that in the
afltermath ol the expulsion order
Washinglon had decided 1o re-
store its dialoguc with the PLO.

It said the deportation mea-
sure had strengthened the hand
ol thosc officials in the U.S.
administration favouring con-
tacts with the PLO and pre-
dicted thal the dialoguc would
rcsume unofficially ahcad of a
formal announcement.

Conlacts began in 1988 but
were broken ofl in June 1190
aflter the PLO [afled to discipline
members of a Palestinian
Commando unit that had tried
to land on an Israeli beach.

PLO Chairman Yasser
Aralat, anxious to sccure a
United Arab stand on the future
of the Lalks, mcanwhile trav-
clled today to Damascus, where
he was mct by Vice President
Abdcl Halim Khaddam.

He was carlier in Annnan,
where he saw king 1lusscin,
and in Cairo Jor Lalks wilh
President 1losnt Mubarak.

Palestinian sources in Tunis,
where the PLO is based, had
sald Arafal wanted Lo make

surc the Palestinians would not

find themselves isolated in the
dispule.

Under fire from ullra-na:
tionalist partics and angry scl-
tlers alarmed by an increasc in
anti-lsracli violcnce in the Lerr-
torics, the Shamir govermment
has repeatedly vowed not Lo give
in to international prolests.

Shamir has dismisscd
warnings that the planned de-
portations could harm the
nasccnl Middle East peace of-
fort and said the 12 had the
right to appcal to a militury
commission and the Supreme
Court.

The Isracll delegation left
Sunday for Washinglon.
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