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SAVAR

Earth filling of
Dhaka EPZ area

complete

Jan 5 : Fifty per cent of the
work of the pro-
area of Dhaka Export

Zone here has been

A3
:

completed, an official handout
'Illdmhmd?.mpnmm.

The Taka 57.30 crorc pro-
jec

Lt is nfeclcd to be com-
by 1993. Ninety indus-
trial units. would be cstab-
lished in the project-arca
ing over 74 acres,
Industries Ministcr Sha-
msul Islam Khan on Saturday
visiled the project arca. Local
member of the J Sangsad
M Niamatullah bu and
Chairman of Bang-ladesh
‘ Export Processing Zonc Auth-
ority (BEPZA) were prescent.
¢ Industries Minisler
called upon the BEPZA for
rapid completion of the infras-
tructural works in the project
area. i
He hoped that c¢n-
trepreneurs from Singapore,
Hong Kong, Korea and other
countries would comc forward

for set up industrics in Lthe
m%

i

CoX's BAZAR

Meeting on
Rohingya

refugees

Jan 5 : A high level mecting
was held on Saturday here to
discuss the problems ol influx
of Arakanese Muslims threugh
diffcrent bordar points to
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

Held at the local Circuit
House, the meeling was
presided over by itional
Secrctary of Home Minisiry
Abdul Hamid Choudhury. It was
attended, among othcrs, by
Divisional Commissioncr of
Chitlagong Omar Faruq, BDR
Sector Commandar Col. All
Hossain, ‘Deputy Cmmissioner
of Cox's Bazar Dauduzzaman,
Deputy Commissioncr ol
Bandarban Ataur Rahman
Majumdar and the [Police
Superintendents of the two
districts.

The meeting direcied the
Deputy Commissioners ol Cox's

Bazar and Dandarban to pre-
parc a list of the Rohinga
refugees and (ake appropriatc
measurcs for their temporary

et Sangiidiah s

nol yel reccived any response
from Myanmar side for holding
sccond fag mecling on the
bordcr lssucs. As a result a un-
certain sflualion was provalling
at the border arcas.

PABNA

600 transport
workers stage

sit-in programme

Jan 5 : Transport workcrs
on Friday staged a sil-in
demonsiration in front of Lhe

Owners' Assoclation
office in the wwn demanding
their appoiniment jetlers, re
ports UND.

About 600 workcrs staged
the demonstration whoen Lthe
North Dengal Owners' Asso-
ciation was holding a mceting
in the office.

Later, the workers held o
rally which was addressed by
Pabna Truck Workcrs Union

Shinmul Biswuas and
Bus Workcers Unden Prosidont

Hm‘:lhnlhﬂq.
t 20 per cent of Lhe

owncrs, mosl of them are the
lcaders of the owners' associa-
tion, did nol issuc appoinl-
ment letiers Lo the workors,

fgnoring government dirce-
thves.

Kusima

Foundation of
bridge on Hisna

river laid

Jan 5 : The foundation
stonc of a 100-feet bridge on
the river llisna was laid by
State Minisicr for Rel
Lutfaur Rahman Kahn
Bheramara in Kushtia
Saturday, rcports UND.

Supcrvised by the dirce-
toraic of Rl and Rehab-
fiitation and financed by the
United Stawcs Agency for

tfc
al
on

International Development
(USAID), the would be
co by nexi al a

. sent

A

roundup
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NILPHAMARI

Sink dif-t:erences
for greater
national interest

Jan 5 : Communications
Ministcr Olf Ahmed has said
difference of opinion was noth-
ing ncw in a democralic sys-
tem. But the Pdrliament should
be the hi Lt scal for the ex-
position of such diffcrences,
nol the public through fares,
he said, reports 3SS.

le called upon all o work
whole hcaledly for the devel-
opment of the country and
sink pcity diffcrences ol opin-
jon for greater nalional inter-
csl.

Addressing a public meet-
ing al Chilhati Government
Degree  College ground under
Domar of Nilphamari district,
he said the politics of the pre-
rnmenl was aimed at
simullancous development of
all parts of the country.

Presided over by A M
Khairul Islam the meeting was
addrecsscd by Rezaul Karim
Basunia and other local lead-
crs,

MAGURA

Tk 55 lakh for
construction of
3 bridges

Jan 5 : A sum ol Taka 54.85
lakh is Lo bc spent for con-
struction of three bridges in
Sadar uparila during the cur-
rent fiscal ycar under the
Annual Dewvcelopment Progr-
ammc, rcports UND.

According lo an ollicial
source, of the lotal, Taka 20.30
lakh has becen sanclioned for
construction ol a bridge on
Baorkhali canal, Taka 20.23
lakh for a bridge on Alomkhali

canal and Taka 14.32 lakh for a

b on Narankhali canal.
source also informed
that construction work on all
the bridges will start this
month and is expected to be
completed by June next.

JAMALPUR

Cooperative body
executives

Jan § : Election of
Exccullve Commilice of
Jamalpur Sadar Upazla Central
Coopcrative Socicly and Dank
was hold on hure, rocently,
rvporis ISS,

A twelve-members
Excculive Commillce was
clecied with Mr Abdul Awal as
Chairman and Mr |spalil
| lossatin Vice-Chatriman,

Mr llarunar [tashid Khan,
Cooperative Officer conducted
the clection.

NETRAKONA
Firewood use
in brickfields

rampant
Jan 5: Dospile government
ban, wood is being rampantly

used in the brickfcids as fucl
in all the ten upaxilas of Lhe

disirict, re UNIS.
More 70 brickliclds
with single and double burncrs

which have resumed produc-
tion, have buen burning about
200 maunds of wood cach pur

Some bricklicld owncrs
told UND that fircwood could
be managed on crudit but coul
had to be purchascd in cash,
which was nol rcadily available.

Mants and bamboo clusicrs
are being destroyed withoul
replantation quickening Lhe
pace of descritlication in Lhe
district, somc cnvironmental-
ists saidd.

Government ban on usc of
firewood in Lthe brickliclds is
fluted with impunity, local
leaders complained.

MALJDE COURT
Procurcment of

aman in progress
Jan 5 : The aman paddy

be procured through 8 pur-
chasing centres of Badur

ions though | puf:l-llnl.'uu-
tre of Begumgnn upurila. 40
through | purchasiug

§
|

The Buily Jtar 9

_progress

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 5: The [a-
cilitics for the passcngoers in
Wesicrn Zone of Bangladesh
Railway arc quile inadequalte.

A railway source disclosed
that the Wesiern Zone is besct
with manilold problecms for
which Lhe normal activitics arc

hampcred.
It is lcarnt thal thcre arc
231 stations wundcer the

Western Zone of Bangladesh
Railway. A wtal of 124 trains
including ntcr- CXPrisscs,
locals and " malils fun every day
in broad mand melcr gauge
lines.

It s informed thal more
than two crorc passcngers

travel in this zone every year.

The average Iy income is
between Ta B0 and 80
CTOrcs,

Most of the raflway stations
of the zone have no requisilc
amenities for the passcngers,

it 1s alleged. The toficts in the
slalions are dirty and the
walling: rooms arc nol
ﬂllulpp-ed with furnfture for
which the passengurs sullcr
much. Sometimes, the pass-
cngers can not stay In the
waiting room for the bad smcll
coming out of the lollcts.

It may be menioned here
that Lhe had 1o wail

| for a Innl time at the stations

fur the of the trains on
diffcrent routes of the zone.
The existing walling rooms

Services inadequate in
Railway Western Zone

-Star Photo

From Our Correspondent

meant for first class, sccond
class and female passengers
can not accommodale: the
travellers. The woman and
child passengers arc the worst
sullcrs.

it is ofien found that somc
non-passengers arc gossiping
or slecping in the wailing
rooms. This class ol people
usc lo occupy the scals in Lhe
ladics waiting rooms also.

Al every stations, there arc
ts of moo wan and
mwn. The stations have be-

come their homes where they
couk foods, take balh and
sleep. Some of the stations
have become the dens of anti-
social activities. All these ac-
tivitics leave every stations un-

A good number of stations
conslructed during DBritish
regime and these arce nol
muintained properly for a Jong

tinw, The ngers have to
suflfer much in the abscnce ol
mainienance,

It is allcged that the misuse
of machinery, spare parts and
fuel are rampant in the zone.

There are reports of huge
sale of dicsel and mobtle from
some stalions by some un-
scrupulous stall of the zone.
The group s so strong that
they threaten the concerned
authority wilh dare conse-
quences, iU s alleged,

The porters al Lhe stations

take higher charges for carry-
ing goods at their sweet  will.
The passcngers are harassced
in some cases, it s informed.
Some of these porters are al-
leguedly involved in most of the
irrcgularities in different sta-
tions of the zone.

Concerned authoritics have
been urged to take stern ac-
tions against all the frregulard-
tics of Lhe stations ol the zonc
and thus mitigate the suffer-
ings ol the crorcs of pagsen-
Kgors. :

The students’ union elece-
tion ol the Delkuchia College
was held here on January 2
puaccfully.

Out of the total 16 posts,
BCL {I1-A) got ning sts in-
cluding the posts of VP while
JCD got suven posts including
GS and AGS.

Abdus Sabur of BCL was
cleeted VP and Sohel Rana
Liton was elecled GS in the
clection,

It is learnt that out ol total
1107 volers 914 have cast
voles in the cleetdon. Four
pancls including DBCL, JCD,
Islami Chhatra Sibbir and
Sangrumi Chhatra Samaj took
part in the election,

It may be mentioned here
that alter a demand for re-
cleetion by the JCD support-
crs, the ballot papers of the
¢leetion have been kept in
scaled packets,
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Help solve begg

sgoar problem

leges. So, they have to respond
to the call of nature al open
places and that pollutes the
environment.

Some town dwellers in-
formed that various infectious
discases have been spreading
in the town as the beggars are

curryir:z the germs.
Finding no other alterna-

tives, they find some illcgal
ways to manage their daily
food. They woman beg-
gars are m:;t% to choose
the profession of prostilules
for mere living. These no
doubt increases corruption and
antisocial activities.

The ol the district
have urged the concerned
authorities to take steps o re-
habilitate the beggars for miti-

gating the public sufferings.

Beggars are increasing in
number in the upazila and dis-
trict headquarters causing
roncern to the social lcaders
and citizens.

There has been a continu-
ous influx of beggars both male
and female from the rural ar-
cas over Lthe last few months.

Acule [foed ecrisis and
uncmploymcnt in the dry sca-
son have compelled destitutes
to seck jobs in the urban arcas
and failing 10 get any work,
they resort Lo bogging or im-
moral activitics.

Bus and railway stations,
launch terminals, stadium ar-
cas and corridors of m-
ment offices are full of alms
sechkors,

RS

GAZIPUR: Mr. Jasimuddin Chowdhury, DC inaugurating an eye cump here which was
conducted by Jocal Islami Trust with the help of lslami Bank Bangladesh Ltd

-Star Photo

Notes from

Patuakhali

PATUAKHALI, Jan 5 ; Thc
monthly meeting of the local
Development and Co-ordina-
tion Committee was held re-
cently with Deputy Comm-
issioner Sheikh Md Salahuddin
in the chair, reports UNI3.

Official sources said, the
mecting stressed the nced to
attain self-sufficiency in food
sector under agricultural rcha-
bilitation programme,

The Deputy Commissioner
advised the concerned dc-
partment to take ncccessary
measures to combat the pest
menace in the region. :

Mcntionable that vasl acrus
of land in Maukaran, lictalla,
Srce Rampur, Laukali and
Dumki villages of Sadar upazila
of the district were altacked
by pests causing cxtensive
damage to standing crops.

The meeting also discusscd
the progress of on-going pro-
jects of family planning, EDI
programme, public hecalth |,
universal primary educaltion,
walter supply and water purifi-
cation.

The DC also called upon the
officials to make the canal dig-
ging programme, to be undcer-
taken in the district shortly to
boost production, a succcess.

Works on 5 WDB
plans in progress

Water Development Board
(WDB) has taken up [ive pro-
jects involving an amount of
Taka 49 lakh in the Galachipa
Upazila of the district during
the current fisecal year,

According to official sour-
ces, the projects, under
[inancial assistance ol Inter-
national Development Asso-
ciation, include construction of
embankment and sluiccgalces.

The work on the projects is
progressing fast and is ex-
pected to be compleled by
June next.

After completion, about
5000 hectares of land will be

saved [rom salinity and flash
flood, the sources added.

Scarcity of feod for
migratory birds

The local amd migratory
birds arc gradually disappcar-
ing from the district due to
indiscriminate killing and
scarcity of feed in the beels
and haors.

According to an expcrt, of
many species of birds scen
here, 200 are winter birds
which migrate from the

Siberian region to avoid the
biling cold.

These birds locally known
as Dighari, Kaldighary, Sarails,
Batithush; "fankouri, Burt-
Storcks, llerons, Dahuk and
Koa were found abundantly in
the beels and haors of the dis-
trict during the winler scason.

But scarcily ol [ish, the
main food of these birds, has

compelled large flocks to My

elscwhere.

On the contrary, a large
number of hunters are engaped
in killing the gucst birds
indiscriminatcly despile gov-
ernment ban on bird-catching
or shooling.

Local lenders and con-
cerned authorilices have arc
urged the government to de-
ploy sccurily forces here and
to devisc ways and mcans lor
protcction ard prescrvation of
birds.

Distribution of seeds
Bangladesh Agricultural

Development Corporation
(BADC) has takcn up a pro-
gramme to distributc 6 lakh
kgs of High Yielding varicly
sccds during the current sca-
son in four southern districts.

The dislricts arc Barisal,
Jhalkathi, PMrojpur and [3hola.

Official sourccs satd the
sceds will be distributed
through BADC salcs centrus Ll
February next.

Acrvording to another report
Sonali 3ank has undertaken a
scheme to disbursc Taka 10
crore loan in 16 southern dis-
tricts of Khulna Division in the
current financial ycar,

Bank sources said the dis-
burscment of loan has alrcady
been started and is likely to
continue till March this yucar.

The loan will be utilised Lo
procure sceds, fertifizers, pos-
ticides and other agriculiural
inpuls 10 belp boost boro culti-
vallon,

Annual scout rally

The annual scout rally of the
district will be held Kuakata
Sca Beach in February next.

Offictal sources said, Lhe
scout rally of all the units of
the district will be held [rom
Fe 11 o 15

All the units of the distriet
have been advised to lake nee-
easary preparations 0 make
the annual rally a success.

Bridge opened
The nuewly construcied
bridge over the river Pangashia
on Madrausha Road ol [Mal-
uakhali Sadar upazila was
opcned for tradlic on Friday.

According to an official
source, the Local Government
Engineering Burcau (LGEN)
has constructed the bridge at a
cosl of Taka 29 lakh under
Flood Rehabilttation Progr-
amme of the governmoent,

Mr M Keramat All, Minister
for Post and Telcgram, for-
mally inaugurated the bridge
on 7.

Cold wave leaves 5
dead in C'nawabganj

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Jan. 5
: Cold wave that sweeping
across the country claimed 5
people in the district during
the last week, reports UNB.

According to informed
sources, the victims were
identified as Saflen Dey (28),
of village Azmatpur, Moksed
(61), of village Laxmipur and
Ehsan (50), of village
Dharampur of Shibganj upazila
and Amin Uddin (60) of village
Dorgapara of sadar upazila.

Another victim, an old
woman of village Maharajpur of
sadar upazila could not be
identified immediately.

Want of warm clothes ag-
gravated the sufferings of the
poor people in the district.

The biting cold compclled
the people to keep themsclves
inside their houses after sun-
down stopping outdoor activi-
tes. .
The number of child
labourers is gradually increas-
ing in all five upazilas includ-
ing the district town.

According to a survey con-
ducted by a local NGO, about
8,000 children aged bolween
8 and 10 arc engaged in dil-

. ferent occupations to maintain

their livelihood as wcll as Lo
support their familics.

Children are compelled to
take up jobs in holels, restau-
rants, motor garagcs, bicyqlc
repairing shops, welding
workshops, faclorics, bakeries,
bricklields, construction in-
stallations and shops due to
exircme poverty.

Besides, many work as shoc
shine boys, domeslic scrvants
and cowboys and girls arc ¢n-
gaged mostly as made scrvants.

Secretary of the organisa-
tion, Zahirul Islam Bhottu said
having no other alternative the
floating people in urban and
rural areas compelled their
children to take hard work

support their moribund ‘lﬂi¥

lies. D

According
Labour Laws, children
the age of 15 are not
tlo take up hard work,
added. _
. 122registry offices
in pitiable conditions '

About 122 registry offices in
16 northern districts are in di-

lapidated conditions due 'to
lack of proper care and main-
tenance hampering offlicial
work for a long time.

The districts are

ainawabganj, Rajshahi, Nators,
Naogaon, Pabna, Sirajgas,
Bogra, Joypurhat, Rangpuf,
Gatbandha, Lalmonirhat, Kup-
igram, Nilphamari, Dinajpu#,
Panchagarh and Thalkurgaon.'

Most of these offices are
houscd in abandoned and
rcnted pucea or semi-pucea
buildings which have devels
oped cracks and holes. Rade
water secping into the offices
has becn damaging the valuable
documcnts. B

Besides, the documents and
balam becks have been pre-
scrved haphazardly due to lask
of adequate accommodation. !

In absence of proper cam
and spraying of insccticides,
these books arc being damaged
by the rain watcr and insectS
the sources addod. 24

to Interna

Diarrhoea claims 8,
attacks 100 in 3 daysj,i{

PABNA. Jan. 5 : Diarrhoca
claimed B lives including twe
children and attacked over
100 in four villages of sadar
upazila during the last three
days, reports UNB. AT

According to official
sources, the victims were

identified as Yousuf Ali [50).
and Razia Khatun (5], ol village
Hemayetpur, Akhtar Alf Sheikh
(65), of village Mahmudpur,
Diljan Bibi (45), Osman Khan
(30), and Khabir Mollah (38),
and

of village Hazirhat

One suicide
per day

SATKHIRA, Jan 5 : More
than one suicide a day in av-
erage, believe it or not, took
place in Satkhira District last
year, might be the highest
record in the country, re-
ports UNB.

Available statistics shows
that police recorded 586 sui-
cidal cases in seven upazilas
of the district during the pe-
riod.

The sadar upazila topped
the list where 169 people
committed suicide followed
by 110 in Kalaroa.

Besides, 80 people
mitted suicide in Tala
Upazila, 69 in Kaliganj, 60 in
Assasuni, 63 in Shymnagar
and 35 in Debhata upazilas.

The main reasons bchind
the suicidal cases were
dowry, poverty and failure in
love.

com-

Tomizuddin (25}, and Karusffa
(7) of village Dogachi. '

P
Local Health Control Rogm
sources said, scarcity of drink-
ing water and taking of adwl:
terated food were the majn
reasons behind the outbreak gf
the discase. At
A total of 1,10,760 acres of
land in nine u of the
district will be brought undes
boro cultivation programme n
the current season. di
Of the total 1,01,734 acres
of land will be brought undér

High Yielding Variety (H
and 9,026 acres of loeal -

of
rice during- the a
been fixed at 1,86,825 metsis
tons, an official source said.

Besides, 54,220 acres 1""
land will be brought under
wheat, 2,717 acres potato,
35,058 acrcs pulses angd
34,985 acres mustard cultiva-
tions, the sources added. ]

About 42,540 metric lons of
wheat is expected to be pro-
duccd this scason. "

The government has '

uate measures 10 su
sceds and fertilizers to
farmers of the district. .

The condition of almost
the primary schools of
district has long been _a
precarfous  state hindering
proper education of children,

A total of 78 primary
schools which attained got
ernment registration 18

years ago have not ye( illcged))
any [inancial grant.

Scarcity of drinking

water in Borguna

BORGUNA. Jan 5: Asute
scarcity of pure drinking water
has been prevailing in the rural
arcas here for a long lme
causing intestinal disordcrs,

UNB.

More than 115 tubewclls
that went out of order about
three months chh haﬂ\hnul

t been repaired or resun
B The villagers claimed that
the tubcwells in the rural arcas
frequently go out of order due
to lack ol proper care, repalr
and maintenance. The con-
cerned oflicials rarely visil ra-
ral arcas to sce for thumscives
the condition of the tubewells,
they alleged.

'{hﬂ't are many villages
where not a single tubcwell is
in operation. Consequently, vil-
to pro-
CUH ure water from rivers
and pmﬂw s causing spread of
walcr borne discases like
dyscntery, cholera, diarrhoea
and other intestinal disorder.

The aflfecied people of the
district have urged the author-
iLics o ke proper steps im-
mcdiately for repairing the old
and sinking new tubewells to
mect the people's need for
pure waler,

The under-sized fish are be
ing indiscriminately caught
and sold throughout the dis-
trict 1:!:!.-f3,-1r'|£l government ban.

The fishermen of Sadar,
Amtall, Bamna, Betagi and
Patharghata upazilas are catch:
ing under-sized fsh from
haors beels, canals, rivers and
ponds in large quantities and
selling them in different vil
lage markets with Imﬁunﬂ_f.

Many dishonest fishermen

l are also using current nets for

catching fish fry from open wa*
ter, reserve fisheries and pret
fect ponds in several areas i
cluding Borguna town. :
Local leaders have urged
the authorities to take sirin-
gent action against the dishon-
est fishermen to save the fish’
population. L

The Shishu Sadan in
upazila of the district has
handicapped by acute
shortage and inadequate traine
ers v 3

The Shishu Sadan ,
vocational training has to b
equipped with adequate
and apparatus which are fre
quently required to be re
Ph!d. I

Besides general education,
the course includes first hlﬂ
training in cotlage indusirics,

carpentry;, dress making and
tree plantation.

Tk 57 lakh
contraband
goods seized
in 10 days

RAJSHAHI, Jan 5 :
scized contraband goods .
about Taka 56,98,799 and ar-
rested six people from the
border areas of the district be-
tween December II:HH
December 27, reports S

The se ftems include
lvester cloths, sarees, sa
icycle, onfon, moter parlg,
utensils,

sent to the jadl hasat.



