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milflants ambushed a paramilitary patrol in Kashundr, killing
an officer and two of his mcn, as atlacks continuced in the
northern Indian state, rcports said Saturduy, AFI from

But the head of the Russian
parifament, Ruslan
Khasbulatov, said in a tclevi-

acting commander-in-chiel of
the new Commonwealth of
Independent States describ-

Azerbatjan opled to form Lheir
own scparalc armed lorces,
while Russta and other slales

sulate in Pusan, the Pusan Dafly
sadc
Late Saturday, police de-

menis thal continue o
threaten her life, has old her

doclors she must get well in

Srinagar says.
The ambush of a Central Rescrve Police Forve ICRPF) pa-

trol party took place late Friday in the Barzulla arca of
Srinagar, Kashmir's summer capital and urban hub of its
bloody secessionist campaign.

Officials said a sentor CRPF officer and two of his men
were killed in the ambush.

Also late Friday, two Muslim militants wure killed and
three in in a clash bciween to Socessionist groups In the
town of Anantnag, 50 kilomictres (30 milcs) south of Srinagar,
the officials said.

Croatia accused of viola truce:

Commanders of Yugoslav [cderal army forces In the Knin
region of Croatia on Saturday accused Croatiun forces there of
ceasclire violations, and said their forces would ubandon their
policy of restraint if thc violations conlinucd, rcports AFP
from Belgrade.

Tanjug news agency quotced the army conunand in Knin,
which is in the Dalmatan coastal region of the rcﬂubuc. as
saying that Croatian forces had violated the ceasclire by at-
tacking a military airport in Zemunik, ncar the coastal lown
of Zadar, and by actions in the Lika rcgion.

However Croatian (clevision said carlicr that it was the
Scrbian-backed federal forces, and not the Crouls, who bruke

the ceasefire in Zadar, firing

automalic weapons and shells on

the town's outskirts carly on Saturday.

The ceaselire canmwe into force at 6:00 p.m. (1700 gmi) on
Friday, and with sonie exceptions such as the clashes in Zadar
has generally been reported to be holding.

Cuban helico

helicopter type MI-8 Registere

?ter hijacked: .

No0.407 of the Cuban national

airline CUBANA was hijacked o the United Stales Friday, it

was officially reporied, Xinhua reports

from |Havane

The aircraft was bound for the tourist resort of Vardero,
about 140 kilometers cast of [lavana. It was hijacked by
Pompa Gonzalez, rescrve co-pilot of the aircrufl's crew, the

report said.

It added that Pompa Gonzalcz and two men ok control of

the

plane and landcd it ncar the Vardero air

porl, where it

was boarded by scveral others people, and then flew to the

Unfied States.

The Cuban authoritics have requested the U.S. government
to rcpatriate the helicopter and the hijackers.

Major Sikh parties

may boycott polls

NEW DELHI, Jan 5: Four
major Sikh political partes
are expected to boycott clec-
tions which the Indian gov
ernment wants to hold in the
troubled state of Pumjab by
February 15, the Press Trust
of Indian (PTI) reported
Saturday , says AFP.

A formal announcement of
the boycott will be made only
aflter the Election Commission
notifics the dates of the polls
to Punjab’'s 117-member leg-
islative assembly and its 13
scats in the lederal parliament,
PTI said .

But the four and an
inflluential faction of the All
India Sikh Students’ Feder-
atton whose leaders met
Saturday were understood (o
have decided against fighting
the elections, the news
agency said.

The meeting was convened
by Simranjit Singh Mann, a
former police officer who
heads the most influential Sikh
political party , the Akali Dal

(Mann).

The Sikh lcaders said they
had made a "unanimous” deci-
sion on the polls, reserving an
announcenient until the clee-
tion commissions noltifica-
tion, and adding Saturday's
mecting could pave the way
toward Sikh political unity.

"Let the bridge come first
and we will announce our de-
cision,” the militant-leaning
Mann was quoted as saying.

Mann said carlfer this week
his party would fight the clce-
tions only {f the United
Nations superviscs the Punjab
polls, postponed from June
22 amid an upsurge of Sikh
scparalist violence.

lie said the party's sole clec-
tion platform would be the
creation of a sovereign Sikh
state.

Sikh militants are fighting
violently for an independent
homeland in Punjab, a rich

agricultural state bordering
Pakistan,

ing the situation as “critical.”
Reuter.

me news agency sald the
commander, Marshal Yevgeny
Shaposhnikov, speaking to
Russian journalists on
Saturday, accused Ukraine of
acting hastily in setting up its
own armed forces.

Ukraine, second most pow-
erful of the 11 member sialcs,
launched its own army on
Friday when Defence Ministry
stafl in Kiev swore an oath of
allegiance to the newly-inde-

pendent state.

Ukrainian Defence Minister
Konstantin Morozov said rcgu-
lar soldiers from the former
Soviet forces on its lerrito
would start taking the oat
after January 12.

sfon interview thal Russia had
played the main role in creat-
ing the Soviet forces, so Lhe
flects, for example, should be
under Russian control.

"Attempts o bring them
under certain flags, atlcmpts
to make them swear an oath to
individual states.... as hcad of
the Russian parliament, | sce
these as totally illegitimate,”
he said,

"All our servicemen will be
under our protection under
the protection of the Russian
state.”

Russia has rejected
Ukraine's claim to the Black
Sea Fleet, said by the Dalily
lzvestia to total about 300 ves-
sels, and says it has a right o
at lcast part of .

The 11 commonwcalth

chose a Uniled force.

Hul Intecrfax news agency
sald only feur of the other
slalcs—Kazakhslan, Armonia,
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan —
were planning to join a unificd
foroe,

The other three
Uzbckistan, Turkmenistan and
Belarus — were considering
creating thoir own military, n
said.

No scrious disagreement
has cmerged over nuclear
weapons, now undcer the
guardianship of Russian
President Borls Yelisin.

Ukrainc, which has pro-
claimed a nuclear-free policy,
has started sending its short
range lactical nuclcar weapons
to Russia for dismantling.

Rao govt can no longer count

on our tolerance : CPI (M)

NEW DELHIL, Jan 5 : India’s
most powerful communist
party has served notice that
the minority rmment of
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha
Rao can no longer count on its
tolerance, newspapers re-
ported today, says AFP.

The Communist Party
indfa-Marxist (CPI-M),
its 14th in the south-
e city of Madras, decided
Saturday that fts assumption
that Indians were unprepared
for another election in the
near future was no longer valid.

The pioneer and other
newspapers said the CPl (M),
decide to delete a paragraph
from a draft political resolution
which read: "The people, afller
two quick successive elec-
tions, are not prepared to [ace
another election.”

Baltic Council
discusses Soviet

collapse

MOSCOW, Jan 5: The Baltic
Council, grouping lcadcrs of
the former Sovicl Baltic Repu-
blics met loday Lo discuss the
collapse of the Sovict Union
and rcgional sccurily, Tass
News Agency said, reports
AFP,

of

Attending the .day-long
meeting in the Latvian town of
Jurmala were the president of
Estonia, Lalvia and Lithuania,
respceclively Arnold Ruutel,
Analoly Gorbunovs and Vytau-
tas Landsburgls.

The Baltie News Scrvice said
they were discussing the “new
reality crcated in the cast”
with the formation of the Com-
monwealth of Independent
States.

The amendment was ap-
proved by the party's central
committee and expected Lo be
endorsed by the Madras
congress.

It was seen as a significant

.change in the party's political

line and as an indication that
the CPl (M) was no longer will-
ing to use the people’s pre-
sumed abhorrence of elections
as a pretext to tacitly prop up
Rao's government.

In July, the CPI-M and its
centrist allies walked out of
parliament and helped Rao's
Congress (I} Party government
win a legislative confidence
vole they did not oppose.

They justified the move on
the ground that the nation,
having made two trips to the
hustings in less than two ycars,
was not ready for another on

the heels of the May-June
clections which produced
Rao’'s minority government.

The change in the CPI-M's
stand indicated it would no
longer hesitate to vote against
the government in parlfament,
creating the theoretical possi-
bility of the Congress (l)'s
ouster, newspaper said.

The Hindustan Timcs said
other left parties and the cen-
trists too may take up the line
and think in terms of voting
out the Congress (I), whose
legislative strength [alls short
of the combined opposition.

The main opposition party
is however the Hindu-Revi-
valist Bahratiya Janata Party, a
bitter opponent of the leflists.

On Friday, the CPI-M lashed
out at the government's "anti-
pecople” economic policies.

BRUSSELS, Jan 5: The
European Communily on
Saturday condemned as
"fllegal” the decision by Isrucl
to deport 12 Palestinians from
the occupied territorics
[ollowing the murder of a
Jewish settler in the Gaza
strip, rcports AFP,

In a statement issucd here,
the EC expressed “"grave con-
cern”  over the decision an-
nounced Thursday which it
described as “fllegal with re-
gard 1o international law, in
particular the Fourth Geneva
Convention.”

The EC and its 12 member
states "strongly reiterate their
demand for Israel to fully meet
with {ts obligations towards

| Israeli deportation
illegal : EC

the residents of the occupied
lerritories and to abide by the
provisions . of the Fourth
Geneva Convention,” the
statement said.

They said they condemned

violence "from whatever quar-
ters it may come™ and called
upon the parties concerned
“to refrain from taking any
measure which would risk
jeopardizing the peace pro-
cess”,
The Israeli deportation
orders have cast uncertainty
over the third round of bilat-
eral peace talks scheduled for
Washington on Tuesday be-
tween Israel and Syria,
locbanon, Jordan and a Pale-
stinfan  dclegation.

ordcr lo carry on Lthe lMic's
work ol hclping the poor, re-
ports Heulter, |

‘Doctors lauded hor fighting
spirit as the Bl -year-old mis-
sionary, who was awarded Lthe
Nobel Prige in 1979, eniered
her ninth day in a hospital In-
tensive carc unit here on
Saturday.

They noled an improve:
ment in her conditlon but cau
tionced: “she s nol oul of the
woods yet.”

"So nmany pruycrs, so nusany
doctors, so much allcntion. |
am being spoiled,” she wid
onc ol her cardiologists, doc-
tor Patricia Aubanc.

Mother Teresa, suflering
from ischacmic hcart discase
and bacicriul pneumonia, saikl
she was approciative of eflorts
being made on her behall, bouth
inside and outside Lthe hospital.

An irregulur heartbeat that
she devcloped on Friday was
being controlled by drugs on
Saturday, but it was not a life
threatening condition, Aubanc!
said.

Snowstorms
claim 12

in Jordan

AMMAN, Jan 5: Snowslo-
rms and fpeezing wcather
whipping through Jordan
since Wednesday have caused
1.225 accidents in which 12
people have been killed and
614 injured, according to a
new toll by the Civil Defence
authorities, reports AFP.

An initial fgure put the
dead at five and injured at 142.

The Civil Defence stalcnment
said 27 people had bcen
rescued by helicopler aller
bclriltﬂnchd by snow in the
south of the countiry the
hardest hit wherce more
than two meters of snow have
fallen. '

Most of the south still had

wmﬁm&hy.thepm

China sets up ties
with Ukraine,
Kazakhstan

HONG KONG, Jan 5: China
has established diplomatic re-
lations with Ukraine and
Kazakhstan, the stale-run
Xinhua ncws ageney reported
Saturday, rcports AFP

In a dispatch [rom the

Kazakhstan capital Alma-Ata,
Xinhua said the two countrics
— which shar¢ a comimon
border in central Asia —
agreed to scl up relations at
ambassadorfal level as of last
Friday. \
From Kicv, Xinhua said
China and Ukraine were estab-
lishing Ues a. a similar level
from Saturday.

Soviet

BEWING, Jan 5 : Chincse
Prime Minister Li Peng said on
Saturday the Soviet Unfon's
breakup had little effect on
neighbouring China, and
served to strengthen ils re-
solve to remain socialist, re-
ports Reuter.

He made the remarks to
visiting Japancse Foreign
~Minister Michio Watanbe, the
official New China Necws

said.

“The disintegration of the
Soviet Union has had MHttle im-
pact on China, on the contrary,
it made the Chinese people
more confident of building so-
cialism with Chinese charac-
leristics, Li was quoted as say-
ing Lo Watanabe.

Watanabe earlier called on

collapse affects little, says Li Peng

China to take positive sicps to
meet international concerns
over its human rights record
and conventional arms cxports.

Watanabe, the first member
of Prime Minister Kiichi
Mtyazawa's new cabincl to visit
China, made the plea to
Foreign Minister Qlan Qichen
during a three-hour meeting at
the state guest house, accord-
ing toe a Japanese Forcign
Ministry officials.

“Japan and the world com-
munity is interested in the
human rights situation in
China, he quoted Watanabe as
saying.

"Japan hopes that China will
make a positive response lo
these concerns of international

socfety on human rights,
Watanabe was quoted as saying,

@lan said China had its own
human s agenda.

He lold Watanabe, accord-
ing to the Japanese oflicial,
that China s taking positive
steps in accordance with ils
stage of development but
stresscd the importance of the
right to survival.

China's customary response
1o inlernational criticism of its
human rights record is that it
is a poor nation where the
right to survival is the primary
human right.

Japan also asked China o
conform with UN guidclines
on conventional arms trans-
fers, the Japanese officlals
said.

Japan hopcs China will ob-
scrve the guidelines of the five
permancnt members of the
UN Security Council on con-
ventional arms transflers,
Watanabe was quoted as saying,

He cxpressed hope that
China will soon participate in
the Missile Technology Control
Regime (MTCR), a set of prin-
ciples on arms transfers, but
the Japancse official had no
detafls on China's responsc.

Qlan pressed Watanabe on a

fresh cnergy development loan -

to China, requesting approxi-
mately 700 billion yen (5.64
billion US. dollars) for 15 pro-
jects, the oflicials said.

Japan will make a response
to the Chincse request fairly
soon, he quoled Walanabe as

saying.

China s keen that Japanese
Empcror Akihito and Empress
Michiko pay a visil later in
1992, which marks the 20th
year since the lwo countrics
normalised relations.

But Watanabe was non-com-
mittal, having this in mind, the
Japancse government is seri-
ously considering the possibil-
ity of the visit, the official
quoted him as telling Qlan.

It would be the first visit by
a Japancse monarch o China,
where unhappy memories
linger of Japun's occupation of
vast streiches of Chinese Lerri-
tory during the 1930s and 40s.

During the forcign minis-
ters’ lalks, Japan invited

Chincse Communist Party
Scerelary Jlung Zemin to visit
within the next six months,
the Japancse official said,

It will be the Mirst visit o «
major industrialiscd nation by
a Chinese Communist Party
boss since Beijing ordcred
Lroops to crush pro-democracy
demwonstrators in June, 1989,

Jiang told Watanabe that
Beljing anticipated improve-
ment in ties with the United
Slales, the officials news
agency later reported. '

Jiang said that common in-
lerests still exist between
China and the US despite the
fact that there Is stagnation in
bilaicral relations, it said.

Jiang did not elaborate on
his rcasons for optimism.

| the visit and US pressure for

Off the Record

tained some 25 farmers and
dissidents who turned up out-
side the US lo protest

From Hitler diary faker to
telephone card maker

BONN: Konrad Kujau, who was conviclted of faking the
Hitker diaries, has been commissioned (o d-.-zn lelephone
nistry, Bild

curds for the Posl and Tclccommunications
Newspaper reported Salurday, says AFP

Kujau is to be paid about 1,000 dollar to design five series
of six cards each, copying works by Rembrandt, Mire, Duerer,
as well as using Kujuu's own original idcas.

The first 200 wehephone cards will be signed by Kujau and
arv 1o go on sale this summwcr, ild said.

Kujau was sentenced 1o four years and six months in

aflter the publication i 1083 of the faked |litlcr diarics In

Sterm Magaxine,

o

ATLANTA, Miss South Africa Diana Tilden-Davis

competes in the swim suit portion of the Miss World
contest December 28. Tilden-Davis, 22, finished 2nd
runner-up to winner Ninibeth Beatriz Leal Jimenze of
Venezuela. — Photo AFP/UNB

‘Lost and found’goes . .
round 78 years

SMITH CENTER, Kan: A little girl's lost ball was returned
as a Christmas present after 78 years, reports AP,

"When | operied the package — my cyesight isn't very good
— and | said "oh, what is this?" said 86-ycar-old Mikdred
Lambert. "But then, | saw what it was, and | to shed some
tcars.” i .

Mildred was just 8 when her mother died and an aunt and
uncle took her in. The couple was building an addition o
their house, but before the two parts were connecled, a space
gaped in the floor between old and new. .

One day, Mildred was playing with the red, blue and ycllow
baseball-sized toy when it bounced, irretricvable, into the
crack. ‘

“It's very vivid in my mind, cven now,” she said, recalling
that day in 1913. "Playthings were so scarce al that time."

- -
Spirit speaks via mass medium

LONDON: Britain’s t-selling tabloid is offering ‘readers
the chance to talk to the late Robert Maxwcll, courtesy of a
psychic, reports AP.

The Sun, owned by Rupert Murdoch and the rival of
Maxwell's flagship tabloid, The Daily Mirror, told readers
Friday: "You too can quiz Cap's Bob beyond the grave.”

Maxwell died mysteriously at sca on Nov 5.

In what the paper dubbed Maxwell's first and exclusive in-
terview from the grave, it quoted Nella Jones
as saying she talked to Maxwell over the course of two .

Jones said that when she asked whether he sui-
cide, Maxwell replied, "I am not a coward. Try again.® lic also
said he did not fall overboard, and did not jump, Jones re-

ported,
The story was accompanied by a photograph of Maxwell's
head and shoulders, surrounded by an aum.



