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Upazila

GAZIPUR
BKB to disburse
Tk 1lcragn

loan

Jan 4: Bangladesh Krishi
Bank (BKB) has It.:ken upha
programme to disbursc Taka
11 crore loan among the larm-
ers of the five upazilas of the
district during the current fis-
cal reporis UND,

‘E:rlol.nl will be utilised
for farming, caltle raising,
poultry rearing, frrigation and
purchasing of agricultural ma-
chincry and accessorics, a BKDB
source said.

Of the total amount, Taka
one crore will be allocated as
crop loan, Taka onc crore for
poultry and dairy and thc rest
for other agro-based projccts,
the source added.

Last year the bank dis-
bursed Taka 10 crore in the
district of which Taka 2 crore
has been realised so far,

CHAPAINAWABGANJ

Dacoits loot -
Tk 72,000 rice

Jian 4: A gang of arnwd da-
coits looted 95 bags of rice
worth about Taka 72,000 from
LSD Godown at Nachol Upazila
recently, police said, rcpots
UNB.

The miscreants who came
on a trutk, altacked Lhe

with deadly weapons
and decamped with Lhe booty,
the godown s said.
Local DC (Food) visited Lhe
spot alter the incident,

A case has been registered
with the local pelice in this
connection.

PABNA

Pry education
plan inaugurated

Jan 4: The Compulsory
Primary Education [I'rogrammc
inaugurated here al Jocal
Banomat! Instftulc Wednesday,
feports UNB.

Presided over by UNO of
Sadar upazila Srce Sallendra
Mohan Borman, Moulana Md
Abdus Sobhan MI’ and Dcputy
Commissioner Md Abu
Solaiman Chowdhury were
present in the inaugural func-
tion as chief and spcciul gucests
respectively.

Among others, ['rimary
Educationn Officers Mirza
Shahidul Haque, Md [labibur
Rahman and Mir Khairul
Bashar spoke on Lhe occasion.

About 80,000 chikdren will
g0 1o be school undcr the pro-
gramme, it is expecicd.

RANGAMATI

Tk 31 lakh timbcr
scized

Jan 4 : Foresl officials have
scizod a huge guantity of -

ly extraciud Umiber valudd
at Taka 31 lukhs during tw
last few months, r UNL.

The timber, ilicgally cox-
racted from the rnment's
rescrve forests Rangamall
region, were recovercd from
Abu Sycd Site and different
saw mills of the district.

In a surprise raid on
December 20, a lcam led by
GColam |labfb, the Divistonal
Forest Officer (DFO) ol
Chittagong Hill Tracls recov-
crvd about 3000.0 cubic feet of
valuable timber worlth aboul
Taka 15 lakhs.

Mcanwhile, the officials of
Kaplali Pulp Wood Plantation

Diviston h-ut also scized about
3,500.0 cft of timibers of valu-
abl: spoectes worth about Taka
16 lakh [rom the dillercnt
paris of the division, DFO
Hurugusman said.

lie said, the Umbers cx-
tracted fillegally carlicr werc
siocked In many saw mills al
Razasthali, Bangalhalia,

Raikhali and Narayangin.
KusHTIA

Muktijoddha
Sangsad unit
dissolved

The Central

Unit Commander, roporls
UND.
A scven-member adhec

Rahman Khan

It was alieged that the
former Unit Commander

roundup

NETRAKONA

Procurement of
aman paddy

hampered

Jan 4: Aman rement
drive is being hampered in the
ten u of the district due
to unresolved dispulc over the
crushing rate and transporta
tion cost which the mill own-
ers have demanded to be
raised, reports UNB.

Procurement {s also re-
ported to be very low because
of an insignificant gap between
the government purchase
pricc and that in the local
market.

Paddy is being sold in the
local market betwecn Taka
240 and 250 per maund
whereas the government price
was fixed at Taka 245 per
maund. »

District Food Controller M
A Maleck told UND that the
Netrakona Food Dcpartment
had a target of procuring
6,000 metric tons of aman
paddy for which it has been
operatling 20 purchasing cen-
tres in the ten upazilas.

About 1,000 meiric tons of
aman have becn pro-
cured since November 15 last

ycar.

FENE

Smuggled goods
recovered

Jan 4 : Bangladesh Rillcs
have scized a huge quantity of
smuggled goods worth about
Taka 1 lakh from a train at
Feni ‘Raflway Stalion, rcports
UNL.

According to BDR sourccs,
acting on a sccrel information,
they rushed to the spol, raidod
the train and scized the con-
traband goods on Ducember
28,

The scized smuggled goods
iincluded 233 picees of sarces,
85 bottles of gripe  water, 145
butlies of phencydyle, 29 bot-
tes of phenargon syrup and 39
bottles of BG phos.

BDR personncl handed over
the scized goods Lo Cusloms
Authoritics.

A casc was rcgistcred but
no onc has so f[ar beun ar-
resied.

TANGAIL

Discussion on
democratic
movement

Jun 4 : Jalyolabadi Chhatra
Dal, Tangail District Dranch
held a discussion mecting on

the “Thirteen yoars of demo-
cratic movement from 1979
lo 1992° rccently at local

Shahid Minar premiscs, ro-
puris ISS.

Mr. Abdus Salam Mntu MI
umong olhers spokec on hw
occasion. Md 1lamidul | laguc
Mohun presided over Lhe
lanciion,

MANIKGANJ
Drama festival

Jan 4 : A lwu-day drama
festival or by Ichhamat|
Natya Dal, a local thealer or-

isation, was hcld recently
alt Jhitka AM Illigh School
premiscs under larirampur
upazila, rcports 1SS,

A discussion was held on
the occaston. The function was
presided over by Mr Ranjan
Saha, Prestdent of Ichhamati
Natya Dal. The discussion was
nddz-:uﬂl amwong olhcrs by
former Chatrman, |larirampur
upazila Mr Talib llossain,
Freedom Fightcr Mr Raliqul
islam Mukul, Prinecipal
Schimuzzaman Khan, Masudur

. Rahman [Shutyan, Mr Monowar

lossain [Jhasan and Mir Lutlar
Iahman Nasir.

The said thal cul-
tural acuvisis and soctal work-
ers of the rural areas can play a
significant role in socio-cul-
tural development of the coun-

try.
SIRAJGANI

3 more bodies
recovered from
capsized boat

Jan 4 : PPeliec recovered
three more bodies on

in the Jamuna ncar Char
Sainna of Kartpur upazila with
17 peoplc on board, rcportis
UNIS.

The recovered bodics were
identificd as Al, Amin (13), son
of Tozam Al, KRina Khatun (7).
daughtcr of Tohman All and
Solatman Sheikh (25), son of
Taru Shctkh of the village
Jubktighucha/

Fouricen passcngers
drowncd aflcr the boal over-
lurncd midsiream In a cy-
clonte storm. Three survived,

Ten bodics wure carlier re-
covered. Aztbor [(40), son of
Forczuddin Iﬂlrhtr of
Jm Is still misst

The storm damaged |
1,000 thaiched houscs and

ng crops and uprooted
lrees.

port their familics. Thesc child
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CHILD MBGURERS anerty forces them to work. The merﬂlen emplnyars engnge I.hem in hnrd and odd jobs ata

minimum payment.

Child labourers in
hard, odd jobs

SATKHIRA, Jan 4: The
number of child labourcrs is
increasing in diflcrent arcas ol
the district.

The poor children who are
expecled in their teens Lo
schools and in the playground
have been compelied lo engage
themsclves in diflercnt works
for earning ltvelthood.

The children in the age
limit of 5 to 15 ycars arc en-

m in manual johs on daily

This class of children arc
found working as hclping
hands in motor, bi-cycle and
rickshaw garages, wclding
shops and as boys in hotels and
restaurants. Some of the chil-
dren are also work as hawkcers
of newspapers and other
commodities. Many of them
are plying rickshaws.

The child labourvrs gel a
nominal wage from thecir mas-
ters and there is no uaranice
of their jobs. The chikdren who
are working as scrvanis arc
ofien tortured by thc house
owners.

It s gathered that the child
labourers work for more than
10 hours a day and carning be-
tween Taka 15 and 20 1o sup-

From Qur Correspondent
labourers are deprived ol
proper diet and medical facili-
ties and have been sufllering
from various discascs. Some
children are found moving
from door to door o bug loods
for survival.

These tender faces speak of
their uncertainty ol lifc and liv-
ing. They can not rvalisc Lheir
social value as they never knew
how to read and wrile.

It is obscrved Lhal privi-
leged people of the socicly
were laking advantages of the
poverty of thesc class of chil-
dren and they arc being ex-
ploited.

According to Intcrnational
Labour Laws, the children be-
low the age group of 15 are nol
allowed to take up hurd work.
But in our country, Lhe law is
not being eniforced.

The concerned authorilics
have been 0 lake inilia-
tives to rehabilitale the child
labourers through opuning in-
stitutions and wlp them
enjoy the minimum rights for
the greater intercst of the na-
tion,

A len-day-long cyc camp
was inaugurated hcre by Mr.
Shlhldufu Alam. Dircclor
Gencral NGC's at Satani [ligh
Schools preniiscs.

Hundreds of paticnts from
all the upazilas of the district
came to the cye camp for
trcalment. A total of 206 pa-
ticnis was opcrated upon and
2613 werc provided Lrcal-
menl.

The cyc caunp was arranged
under the auspices ol BNSD,
Khulna and il was led y Dr.
Fakir Ahmed with the help of
Sycd Shahid Ali, Sccretary,
Export Promolion DBurcau,
Dhaka.

More than 200 speclacles
were distributed among Lhe
opcraled paucents [ree of cosl.

The crop culling curcmony
of an expcrimuental farm here
was inauguraled by Mr. Imam
llossain Khan, Dircclor DWD13

rceently.
Mr. Abul llussain, Duepuly
Director, Agriculture

Exlcnsion Departaent and Mr.
Abdul Motalib, President, lucal
Press Club were present on
the occasion.

About 50 nmunds of paddy
have been produced tn per
acrc of land, The larmwrs,
Wazed All and Golam Mustala
produced the said amount and
it is rcporied Lo be the highest
per acre production in Lthe dis-
trict.

PABNA, Jan 4: Six peoplc of
the district allegedly commit-
ted suicide by Laking poison
and hanging and (wo othcrs
were killed in road accidents
during the last week, police
said, reports UNB,

Those who commilied sul-
cide were: Shalcha Khaloon
(36), wife of Rajchuddin of
Ataikula village, Anisur
Rahman(18), son of Asadur
Rahman of Jalalpur village,
Shobeda Khatoon (25), daugh-
ter of Jonab All ol Mofidpur vil-
lage, Rahima Khatoon (38),
wile of Sultan Bar of Madipur
village, Md Siraj (25}, son of
Abdul Barck of Kumargari vil-
Iaqc and Shectu (18), daughtor

of Manna Sardcr of Dasurta vil-

Thl:y all commitied suicide
duc lo family Lrouble,

Two olhcrs who woere killed
in road accidenis al Maligasa
arca were Akicr AN (28) and
Abdul Hakim(25).

Eight UD cascs were rogis-
tered in different police sla-
uon in this connection.

Kamrun Nahar Shetu (18),
daughter of Abdul Mannan of
village Deshuria in Ishurdi
Upazila of the district allcgedly
committed suicide by tuking
poison on Tuesday night.

Pplice sadd, Shetu appuarnd
in the last JISC cxaminalion
but she did not conw oul suc-
cessful. AL this she bovanme
frustrated and rcportedly touk
poison o commit suickde. She
was rushoed o the Sadar hospi-
tal where she died.

lier body was senl o Pabna
morgue lor postmortem.

A unnaturul death casc has

been regisiered with the
Ishurdi
Another message [rom

Chuadanga adds: The clection
of local Bar Council was hokd
here on Tuesday,

A 10-me Excculive
Comumiliee was clected with
Advocale Golam Nahman as s
President end Advocalc
Salimuddin Khan as Sceroetary

GCovernmenl has sanciionod
1,867 meiric tons of whnal
under Food for Works

Programme for 42 road rcpair-
ing pru]ccu in the distriut.

The projects will incur an
expenditure ol Taka one crorc
and implemiented In nine
upazilas of the district during
the current fiscal yoar.

Of the wtal sancuoned, 332
metric tons wus allotied for 7
projects of Sadar, 138 jur 3
projects of Alghuria, 187 jor 4
projects of Iswardi Upazila,
262 for 3 projcels of
Chatmohar Upazila, 30 for onc
project of Vanguora, 125 for 3

of Fardpur, 293 for 6
projects in Santia, 247 for 8

projuets in Bera and 249 for 6
prujccis of Sujanagar upaxilas,
oflicial sources added.
Destitute women would be
recruiled moslly under the
programume, the source added.

Boro cultivation
A lotal of 1,10,760 acres of
land in nine upazilas of the
district will be brought under
boro cultivation programme in
the current season.
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SHIBALAYA :

The artistes of

jatra parties recently brought out a pm«nhn here
demanding the withdrawal of restrictions to the exhibition jatra.

— Star photo

Seven commit étﬁcide, 2
killed in road mishaps

s

— Star photo

Notes from

Productlon in sugar

Che Daily Star 9

mill likely to fall

RANGPUR., Jan 4: Sugar
production in Shyampur Sugar
Mills may face setback as sug-
arcane growers are reluctant
to supply sugarcane as they are
not getting fair price of their
produce, reports UNB.

According to growers Lhe
mill authorities failed to rcpay
oulstanding amount of Taka
1.66 crore to them. The grow-
ers also slaged demonstration
recently in fronl of the Gencral
Manager's Office demanding
rcpayment of their arrcars.

The mill is running 12
hours a day instcad ol 24 hours
during the present crushing
scason [rom November 22 due
to shortage of sugarcanc, Mill
sources said.

Al lcast 5,200 metric lons
of sugar worth aboul Taka 2.48
crore ol last ycar arc lying un-
sold at the Mills godown. As a
result the nill {s facing an
acule fund crisis.

The mill has fixed the tar-

get of sugar production at
12,000 melric tons by crush-

ing 1.42 lakh meclric tons of

sugarcane during the present
crushing season.

Works on 25 development
projects are going on in Lhe
full swing under the Food for
Work Programme in Sadar
upazila of the district during
the current fiscal year.

Official sources said, under
the supervision of CARE, a
non-governmcnl organisation,
the Overscas Development
Authority (ODA) has sanc-
tioned 665 melric tons of
wheat for excculing the p'.l'n
jects.

The projects include con-
struction of embankment, re-
excavalion of ponds, canals and
beels and development of hats
and bazars and play grounds of

cducalional instilulons. :
i

General mecting of Grealer
Rangpur Wcllarce . Assoclalion
which was scheduled o be
held on Decemiber 20 (Fridayl,
will now be held on Februagy
7. 1992. it

A press rclease of Uhe
Association says, inleresicd
persons may scnd their arils
clcs for the souvenir W be puby
lished on the occasion, on gf
bcﬁ:l‘cdmunr}r 20. 1

Faridpur

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Jan 4: A 3-day
Ananda Mecla was held at the
historic Ambika Maidan organ-
ised by "Shahid Suli Samaj
Kallyan Sangstha” recently.

Awami League Ileader
Advocate Mosharraf Hossain
MP, inaugurated the fair as the
chiel guest., Speaking on the
occasfon, he called for practis-
ing democratic norms in our

, social and national
life and upholding the spirit of
the Liberation War.

The AL leader congratulated
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia for her declaraton to form
a new administrative division
at Barisal and requesicd her to
form another administrative
division in greater Faridpur
District as demanded by the

people.

BRCS meet held

The annual gencral meeting
of Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society District Unit was held
at Faridpur recently.

The meeting was presided
over by Acting m of the
district unit Md Kamruzzaman
Jasu. The meeting was also at-
tended by a good number of
members of the unit

Secrctary of Lhe district
unit Kazi Anwar Alf said, thc
organisation distributed relief

s a the Noed affccted
and distresscd people in the
district.

The goods included 12
metric tons of rice, 22 metric
tons of wheat, 8 metric tons of
flour, 1450 kgs of pulse and
other necessary malterials in-
cluding medicines.

Loan scheme

"Songjog Faridpur”, a scr-
vice oriented social wellare or-

isation of the ex-students of
Faridpur Zilla School and
Faridpur Rajendra College, un-
der a intcrest-free loan
scheme distributed rickshaws
to the poor pcrsons recently.

Three merilorious students
of this dislrict who sccured
highest marks in the last HSC
examination were also awarded

The function was presided
over by social worker of the lo-
cality Al-haj Ferozer Rahman,
Md Abdur Kkahim, DC and
Abdus Sattar, SP, Faridpur at-
tended the function.

Shilpakala Academy

The annual gencral meeting
of Faridpur Shilpakala
Academy was hcld at its audi-
torfum recently.

The mecting was presided
over by Deputy Commissioncr
of Faridpur and the cx-officio
president of the academy Mr

Abdur Rahim. Shetkh Abdur
Samad, general secrclary of
the academy submiticd his an-
nual report aboul the activitics

of the academy.

Breast feeding

can prevent
blindness

BORGUNA, Jan ]
Hundreds of babies in th::
district are sullering from
blindness caused by vitamin
‘A’ defictency, reports UND.

A recent survey showued that
about 200 infants have alrcady
lost their eyc-sighy over the
last few months,

be ted by regular breast
foeding, |

The report also said that in-
fant mortality rate were rising
in the district as molhers
showed reluctance to fced
from the breast.

About 38
tal children
tng from
nutrition,
tro-intestiinal discases,
survey further said.

cent of the to-

ve been suller-
ht blindness. mal-
skin and other gas-

the

{ ingly in the district

ich could |

10,000 drug addicts in dist

Avail ability of drugs
aggravating situation

NETRAKONA, Jan 4: The
number of drug addicts is gro-
wing in the districl causing
concern to the town dwellers,
rcports UNB.

More than 10,000 pcopic
have been addicted lo drugs
like ganja and others, accord-
ing to an estimate done by a
social worker.

Most of the addicts belong
to age groups bectween 13 Lo
40 years. And the majority ol
them are transport workcrs,
small shopkccpers, business-
mcen, female students, gov-
ernment employees and offi-
cials, rcstaurant owners and
collcge students.

Easy availability of drugs has
aggravated the situation in the
district. Drugs arc availablc in
almost all the pharmacics in
the lown and cven in rural
markcts, where being sold
with impunity, thc sourccs

addcd.
Local guardians, clite and

political leaders urged the au-
thuritics to takce nedessary
measures to check (llegal sale
of drugs and takc proper ac-
Lo against anli-social cle-
ments immediately.

The District Electric Supply
Authority, in a opcration, dis-
connected 250 power lines of
donestic and busincss corners
of the district during the last
[ew days due to non-payment
of arrcar bills.

Besides, the Authority have
also cul-ofl powcr lines be-
tweenn Netrakona-Durgapur
and Nctrukona-Purbadballa for
the same reason.

About Taka 48 lakh is now
lying outstanding in Durgapur
and MPurbadhalla upnzilas.

Sourcves said, the opcration
for collcclion of oulstanding
bills would conlinue.

A total of 176,536 heclares of
land will be brought under
sweet potalo cultivation in 14
districts of Dhaka Divisiop
during the currcnt rabi scason.

hl:curdln; to the Agricultural

Extcnsion Department, 880
hectares will be cullivaled In

Nara j 1.500 hectares in
Narsingdt, 182 heclarcs
Munshiganj, 2,025 heclarcs
Tangail 2,000 heclares ip
Mymensingh, 3,660 hcctarés
in Jamalpur, 1,200 hectarcs In
Sherpur, 243 heclares in
Netrokona, 3,060 heclares in
Kishoregani, lmhhmlm llp
barit , 1 glarcs in
gh“qﬂd ur, lﬁ heclares  In
Gopalganj, 146 hectarcs In
Madaripur and 1,000 heclares
in Shariatpur districts. |
To make Lhe programme a
success, Bangladesh
Agricultural Development
Corporation will supply sceds,
fertilizers, inscclcides ll'll

Spread of skin

diseases alarming

BORGUNA, Jan 4: Stomach
allments and skin discascs
have been spreading alarm-
causing
concern among Lhe peopic,
reports UNB.

Doctors said, a large num-
ber of patients are pouring inlo
the hospitals cveryday with

gastro-intestinal and other-

skin disecases.
Scarcity of purc waler and

consumption of adullcrated .

foods and edible oils arc lcarnt
to be the main rcasons buhind
the outbreak of the discascs.

Adulterated [oodstull in-
cluding edible oils, milk and
ghee are sold unabatedly
in open markcls, consumcrs
complained.

Local people urged Lhe gov-

ernment to takc mcasures
against the sale of adulicrated
foodstull.

Red Crescent Socicly has
undertaken a programme Lo
construct six cyclonc shellers

in the coastal arcas of the dis-
trict during Lhis (inancial ycar.

More than 7000 puoplc will
get emergency sheliers during
I.hl me of cyclone u.ml Lidal

'Ihnt. cyclone sheliers will

be uscd as primary schools in
normal times, the sources said,

The annual rally and alh-
lctic compctition of distrity
phmmullpohmlq

m.wmh“ lange, Shahidul
' Mm;:
chicf :
e Saer o (e Gt
resided over the funcilen
rncld recently.

The chic! guest in his
speech called upon the mem-
bers of the pulice service o
perform their dutics with ut-
most sincerity, devolion asd

impartiality.

Later he distribuled pﬂq
among the winours.

The Annual ﬂcnﬂ’ﬁl
Mecting of the Bangladcsh Fed
Crescent Soctety (BD
concluded in Dhaka Mo

Hmlhmﬂﬂtw
hrll'ltyl:lrlm.

HABIGANJ. Jan 4 : A Taka 8
crore project has been taken
up for development of drainage
and sanitation sysicms and re-
habilitation of the shcltericss
people of the dislrict
Pourashava, reports UND.

According to offivial source,
the Asian Developmunt Bank
will inance the project

The project will alse In-
clude, construction ol pucca
drains, public toilet and dust-
bin for S\: improvement of the
sanitation in the area.

Pourashava sources said the
primary survey of the prujeet
was completed rogently and

. the work will start soon.

Migratory birds are being
killed indiscriminately by
amatuer and professional bird-
shooters in the district defying

Tk 8cr sanitation
| plan for Hablgam

htenrdln I- infnrnﬂ
sources, differcnt kinds of
birds locall known =é
Balihush, ush, Mankour,

Sarails. Dahuk have fMocked
here in different waler bodies

of Hnnllchozg A:miri”
al

H-hxn; and

thmndﬂll;.en
ber of smuggled Indian
worth about Taka 2.30
from a house of Fadullah

"u’llng.nf Nabigan Upazila ef

An-tlninnnmlmﬁr-
thon, raided the house ‘of
Abdul Mye of the said
and scized the conir
goods last week.

A case was registored In
this connection.




