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Arms and the Security

Quite undersiandably the recent Government
directive Lo deposil fire-arms by licence holders
has caused serious misgivings In public minds
The Government, aware as il Is of this, has
also gone at greal length In (rying to alley this
fear.

The point the Government: is so intent on em-
phasising is thal arms have [allen in undeserving
hands and therelore the move, it thinks,
will benefit the genuinely deserving people.
This premise of Lhe argument appears
to be faully. Arms possessed by licence-holders
may have found their {ll use bul only In a
few cases. The cause of the problem lies
elsewhere.

Such directives are expected to come up with
desired results i only illegal arms, a sizeable
quantity of which lies at large throughout the
country, have already been recovered. The [rce-
style use and brandishing of [ire-arms in broad
daylight at various places, universily campuses in
particular, conclusively prove that the situation is
nowhere near Lo this. Therelore it appears that
the dirve is going to end up in disarming the
people—who really need proleclion — and
placing them at the mercy of the possessors of

illegal arms.

Why compel the licence-holders to surrender
their arms going all the way to the Depuly
Commissioners’ ollices and spending endless
anxious hours when Lhe same purpose can
be served more easily and betller by looking
up the licence-holder's list and through an
on-the-spot inspection? The bes! guarantee
of arms’ discreet use will be the simultaneous
production of both licences and arms on demand
by the proper vigilant team. Otherwise, (he
time lag between Lhe deposition of arms at Lhe
DC's offices and Lheir return to the owners may
be a good enough provocation for anti-social
elements to make them a targel of their ill-
motives.

If that happens, who takes the
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responsibility

of any tragedy that may occur. Evidently, the
state has already [failed to suflicienlly give
protection to its people and this latest

move will only deprive individuals of thelr
right to self-defence. Administrations in
other countries so troubled with lawlessness are
known to have provided their sober segment
of society with means (o cope with the growing
threat from anti-social elements. Why are
the people asked to chart an opposile course
here?

The people who are going to respond to the
Government's call to surrender the licensed [ire-
arms are not Lhe ones the Governunent is looking
for. And those who the Governmer:( is (rying Lo
round up will obviously not respond to this
call. Therefore we see very little use of this move,
save increasing the risks for those who possess
arms for valid reasons, who will be deprived of
this protection till the time the arms are
retlurned.

The Wind of Change

The decision by the King Fahd to sel up a con-
sultative council Lo assist the government of Saudi
Arabia is seen by many as a move towards a well-
deflined democratisation of regime. There is
little doubt that the move underlines the
response of Riyadh to the electoral victory
ol Islamic radical [orces in Algeria as well as to

the changed realities in the region after the Gulf
War.,

While one looks upon the move as a forward-
looking step., there remains a danger that
the proposed council, with its hand-picked
members, could just be an exercise in window-
dressing. However, Instead of being sceptical
of the King's move it 1is important to
recognise the uniqueness of the political
system in Saudi Arabia and to hope that the
new measure marks the start of a positive

process,

It is noted thal similar councils have been set
up in a number ol olher couniries in the Gulf,

while the ruler of Kuwait has promised the

restoration of the defunct parliament in his coun-
Lry by next October.

Much depends on how the proposed councils
work and, for that matler, how much power

Is given to the parliament in Kuwalt. For
instance, the council in Oman can call debates
on draft laws before they are ratified

and is entitled to propose changes. It can
also question cabincl ministers on domestic
mallers. For the time being, these provisions
may seem adequale, in the context of

Oman. But it may appear too little and loo late
lomorrow. ;

There are many roads to democracy; no two
representative systems are identical. In the final
analysis, what is important i{s to make a regime
accountable o the people, based on a system (hat
allows for the right of dissent, a broad-based elec-
loral system and a set of universally recognised
human rights. Let us hope that the countries in
the Middle East, especlally in the Gull, are,
steadily but surcly, moving In this direction, even
if the pace may be a little slow by, inlernational
standards.
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Vast Water Area : Fishing for Growth

ISHING in the Bay and
the fresh water delta of
the mighty rivers of
Bengal offers the unique
opportunity to bring about
economic growth within the
next two to three years.
has a vast inland
water area lutl::;h for fsh
farming. Apart 3.2 milllon
areas covered by rivers, lakes
and natural . there
are over |.7 milllen ponds
covering 358,000 acres. A vasit
tract covering about 7 milhon
acres bordering the nerthern
apex of the Bay of Bengal
constitutes the coastal and offl-
shore area where fishing for
growth could be a realisable
tve in the short-term. In
a nutshell, the potential of ac-
tual fishing grounds, both
freshwater and offshore, is
simply enormous whose con-
tribution to the domestic
product could easily be 50 per
cent of crop agriculture. This
is the major untapped re-
source of anhdcih calling
for billions of dollars worth of
investment in fishing, fish
processing, marketing and
other industries like shipyards.
The inevitable result would be
millions of new and a cou-
ple of billlon dollars worth of
export earnings in the not too
distant a future. A se € ac-
tion plan for fisheries devel-
opment i{s called for where
private sector must play the
dominant role and atim within
the medium term to venture
out-for fishing in the inferna-
tional waters, particularly tuna
fishing in the Indian Ocean.
Fishes in the water bodies
just grow wild. There has been

to fisheries resources survey,
there are 17 milllon s in

hnmh oul of which fish
wirs produced in only 24
per cent of the ponds
Regardiess of pond size, but
properly excavated., stocked
with fries and with provision of
fish loods, the existing ponds
alone can annually produce
around 400,000 tons of fish
which is halfl the total Ash out-
E:t today. Similar cultured

heries could be Introduced
in the open waler areas as
well

Favourite but Scarce

Fresh. water fish is the

favourite. But it is be-
the reach of the vast ma-
jority. Avatlability is so little
and the demand so great that
prices have reached the sky.
Not that, due 1o excessive
. ishes are not allowed
lo grow to their full size.
Because of very large number
of Bengalis It abroad these
::K:. export of fresh waler
s has become important.
But it is perhaps not known o
our countrymen {n New York,
London or elsewhere that the
Koi, Magur, Pabda and Rahu
that buy are mostly from
Thailand. Our domestic sup-
plics are so much less than
demand that export of the
favourite fresh water fish could
at best be ma-ginal.

But the potential exist, in
the culture of fresh water fish.
actually growing and harvest-
ing fish just like crop agricul
ture. Fish is not a bounty of
God. Fishermen returning
from the Beel at the end of the
day, empty handed, s simply
considered bad luck. It need
not be s0. Same as paddy, wa-
terbodies have to be stocked

with fish seeds, nurtured dur-

ing the |m::. stage by pro-
lain months or a year, one can
harvest the cultured fish. By
rotating timing of maturity,
round stable harvest of

is feasible.

This is a new fish culture
which has to be deliberately
promoted. Such aquaculture
can also be combined with
horticulture in case of pond
fisheries In particular. The
mainstay of agriculture in the
deeply MNooded low-lands is
ve ylelding deep water

which is again prone to
loss practically every

R e o

wing my previous suggestions
of agrarian reform for arable
land, rnment must take
over all water bodies which
anyway are mostly owned by
government or suffer from
various stages of dereliction at
present so that payment of
compensation involved would
be very little compared to the
arableland brought under
public control.

The next stage will be to
extend long-term ment
rights to landless families,
fishermen groups and individ-
ual entreprenecurs to develop
cultured [isheries. Investment
loans will be necessary to de-
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velop the fishing grounds. At

other year. Where water con-
tinues 1o be avaflable in the dry
months, Boro paddy cultivation
has replaced Aman, but there
are many such lowlying areas
which suffer alternately from
oo much and too little water.
In Thailand, what they have
done is o excavate narrow but
long strips of water bodies for
intenstve fish culture and then
use the excavaled carth to
raise long raised narrow strip
of flood free land for fruit and
vegelable cultivation round Lhe
year along the channels. The
entire landscape have been
converted to alternative strips
ol water channels and rid

for fish, frutts and vegeta .
Such tntenstve use of lowlying

Nood lands can increase farm
level income by 10 to 20
times.

Govt to Take Over

How the suggestions made
can be brought about? Follo

the same time, the govern-
ment owned fish seed multi-
plication farms should be pri-
vatiscd so that the demand for
fish seeds could be met.
Production of fish food must
also be promoted, again thr-
ough private enterprise

At present, 97 per cent of
inland production of freshwa-
ter fish stem [arm small-scale
fishing tn floodlands rivers and
lakes. Only three per cent is
dertved from fish culture like
carp culture and shrimp cul-
ture. The strategy of freshwa-
ter fisheries development is to
reverse the trend altogether
through mostly iIndividual
owned culture based fisheries
where the land is obtained

from mrnmrm through long
term

arrangements.
Export of frozen shrimp 1s a

significant source of foreign
exchange earnings for Dang-
ladesh. Yet our supplics

constitute hardly three per
cent of the world trade of
600 000 tons In 1990
al securing 10 per cent of the
world market and
more of the jumbo shrimp
fetching a price, total
foreign exchange carnings
could be increased to 500 mil-
lion US dollars, that ts Taka

B

Shrimp culture is a
labour intensive industry and
where marine product export

is highly organised, three -
lles dependent on fishing and
agquaculture, create onc man

portant condition for promo-
tion of shrimp culture iIn
Bangladesh is that salt or
brackish water shrimps,
mostly in [rozen state are rele-
vant for the export marhet.
Freshwater shrimps have very
large heads which we relish in

of shrimp [ry to stock the
ponds. Hatcheries with factli-
ties for induced maturation
should enable three crops
from the shrimp ponds every
year. Induced would
augment the supplies of
shrimp [ries so that intensive
sysiem of shrimp culture 1s
feasible with high stocking

rates (100,000 to
fries per hectare),

200,000

processing (ransport, market-
modern hatchertes and
shrimp food production facto-
ries. Jobs and income for half a
million [amilies,
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hﬂr.htrwm
the spark the
change for growth tn fish-

£

three years. Later on, it

be the challenge of deep sea
fishing

to attempt to stock the fishing
unds with fish seeds and

s. Not only that, according

T sometimes seems in
I Hungary Lthat not only
has "socialist” disapp-
eared from the vocabulary, but
also the words "social” and
‘community”.

Under communism, com-
munity spirit was like a gov-
ernment department. Cultural
Houses were built to function
as soclal and community cen-
tres. Over the years due to bu-
reaucracy, rigid ideas or sim-
ple neglect they became empty
institutions, lacking life.

The fall of communism,
however, has left a gap iIn
community life that has raised
new enthusiasm among many
Hungarians. Architects, church
groups and community organ-
isers are | to take ad-
vantage of their new freedom.

A body known as the
Association for Community
Development, created in 1989,
is doing 1ts best to encourage
community spirit. But the
country rushes headlong into a
market economy.

General Secretary llona
Vercseg outlines {ts aims:
"Everybody has become de-
pendent and thinks they are
people who are told what to
do. We want to make them fecl
independent and not wait for
solutions from the centre but
to create things themselves”.

"The ministries are very
slow,” she says. "At first we

HE Tokyo 1ligh Court is

set to hear posthumou-

sly the 18th appcal
against a murder conviction of
Sadamichi Hirasawa who, until
his death in 1989 at the age of
92, was Japan's longest scrving
prisoner, staying for 31 ycars
on death row.

In 1952, Hirasawa was
convicted of poisoning 14
employees at a bank in north-
ern Tokyo. The mass murder
was the most famous homicide
case in post-war Japancsc his-
tory.

Hirasawa's initial confcs-
sion while in police custody
and his vehement dcnial of
guilt after his conviction pre-
sent a host of judicial anoma-
lies, according to human rights
activists who say Japan's
criminal justice system is
backward,

A spate of retrials of men
battling the death pcnally has
been heard during the past
five years, The convicted men
have spent long and difTicult
years on death row reiterating
their innocence.
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Community Spirit Reviving in
Post-communist Hungary

Bob Dent writes from Budapest

says. “having studied Hung-
arian folk art, | have come to
the conclusion that it stands
not on a nationalistic basis but
a untversal one”,

His focus 18 on the charac-
ler of individuals and their
communilies, rather than thetr
national identity, which com-
munism always emphasised,

Working lor the same ide-

The end of communism in Eastern Europe has created confusion, unemployment and food s a network of formerly un-
shortage. Signs of positive change are, however, emerging. Some villagers in Hungary,
formerly required to conform to communist ideas of culture and community are learning to
use their new freedom to create iheir own community spirit and culture.

thought that the new govern-
ment would be more helpful
than the previous one, but as
yet there has been no change
in attitude”.

The type of activity her as-
soeiation s hap-
pening in Bakonyiszentkiraly,
Bakonyoszlop and Csesznck, a
cluster of three small villages
in western Hu :

Here the villagers have pro-
duced their own year book of
articles, poems, memories and
thoughts for the fulure.
Traditional crafls arc ex-
plained and a skills exchange
list published. A group was
formed to clcan up a pond for
fishing and a local newspaper
and even cable TV have
started.

The association helps with
advice, malerial resources and
contacts within and somelines
outside the country.

There is now a twinning
and exchange scheme opcrat-
ing with som= French villages.

Its own rcsources come
from various national and in-
ternational foundations which
ofier cash for projects. Cont-
acls established at a 1987
UNESCO conference in Hun-
gary on rural development are

particularly important.

Trends in Hungary today
are not favourable for positive
community devclopment, says
Vercseg. "We Lthought we had
seen the worst under Lhe
Soviet system,” she says, "but

now maybe we have lost some
of its opportunities. | am very
much afraid of widesprecad
poverty and unemployment
today.”

She has secn that even
some of the purely {inancal
changes arc forcing pic 1o
take more rc:pan:imly for
their lives — for example, the
decision abo it how and when
and in what form to repay a
bank loan.

The association also
stresses that models of
development cannot be simply
taken from the West. lHung-
arian village traditions are
rich, even if knowledge of
them is only just being revived.

nder communism, the
country was oriented to its

capital, Budapest, even though

most people live in small
communities outside the
ccnlre.

Imre Makovecz is an archi-
lecct who has become world
famous r his innovative ef-
forts to revive village life. He
hcads a group designing new
cultural centres in villages and
small towns based on tradi-
tlonal peasant styles. He
tcaches members of small
communities basic skills iIn
masonry and carpentry so that
they can build their own
houses.

[n the past, he was accused
by the authorities of promoting
a narrow, nationalist approach
which did not fit in with
communist ideclogy. But, he

Japan : Land of the Unfree

Retrials arc costly and pris-
oners are denied the services
of lawycers.

Eighty-one-year-old Makoto
Sato, who was convicled in
1950 for murder but plcaded
innocent till he passed away
two years ago, will also be tricd
posthumously.

Masao Akahori, 59, was the
fourth death row prisoncr to
be acquitted in 1989 afler
spending 29 years in dcath
row. He was finally acquitied of
the crime of raping and mur-

dering a kindergarten stu-
dent.
Legal, civil libertics and

human rights groups have de-
nounced Japanese trial judges'
heavy rcliance on confcssions
which are often coerced from
suspects using third-degree
methods.

Suspects can be dctained
for as long as six months with
only perfunctory legal service,
according to Ken Hascgawa, a

For one of the most industrialised and
advanced societies in the world, Japan lags
behind the rest of the developed world in
guaranteeing individual and legal rights, re-
ports Suvendrini Kakuchi of IPS from Tokyo.
R TSI r—

prominent campaigncer for the
abolition of the decath penalty.

They are often subjected to
beatings and interviews that go
on for as long as 10 to 14
hours at a silling, Hasegawa
added.

Akahori confcssed to ab-
ducting and strangling his
child victim while in police
custody. Malsuo Matsuo, who
was convicled of rape 35 years
ago and acquitted in 1989
aflter his death. said he con-.
fessed to the crime becausce
“the police told me they'd re-
leasc me immediately if 1 did”.

The Japan Federation of Bar

Associations and human rights
?mups have stepped up calls
or reform in the criminal jus-
tice system and for the aboli-
tion of the death penalty which
is often imposcd based on co-
erced conlcssions.

Their campaign has becn
butlressed by the United
Nations Development
Programmme's (UNDP) 1991
report which gave Japan low
marks in human rights. Japan
ranked 15th in the UNDI”s
human freedom index (l1F1),
bchind most West Europeun
and Scandinavian nations,

Australia
Japan was cited as being

deflicient in scveral arecas,
including “freedom from
capital punishment and

[reedom [rom torture and
coercion”.

The 1IF] indicators include
pecrsonal and lcgal libertics
granted by UN convenlions
and other international
treatics and accords.

Among these {s an oplional
UN protocol on the abolition of
the death pcnally adopted by
the UN Gencral Assembly in
1989,

“The death pcnalty deprives
criminals of the right to rcha-
bilitate themsclves into socicty
which is thc principle of crim-
inal justice,” Makoto Endo,
chicf attorncy of Hirawa said.

The justice ministr
strongly belicves in the deat
penalty as a delerrent to
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derground or unofficial groups
of Catholic | people have
been formed. .‘lzht network Is
called Halo and it has no lead-
crs, just people with idcas who
a vehicle for expressing
them.
Some were people who
opposed the compromise be-
tween the church hierare
and the old communist -
¢rs. Others belonged to church
choirs and prayer groups,
doing things the official
church either did not dare or
waus not allowed to do.

Changes are siirring the
church and village life in
Hungary. Vercscg admits that
if her idcals are 10 come o
fruition, much time will be
needed,

“Up to now, we have been
told we are nobody. Now we
have o crcate our self-confi-
dence and sell-respect again.”
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sures frcedom [rom crime and
the sentence is given only after
carclul consideration. says the
muinistry.

Japan has a very low serious
crime rate and that makes the
government wrongly believe
that public opinion supports
rctaining the death penalty,”

said H Wa.
Apart from the death
pcenalty, human rights ups

also decry the absence of a law
comparable to the US Freedom
of Information Act which pro-
vides access to data held by
public agencies.

Some groups say they have
to rcly on information from the
United States on such issues as
air safety and carcinogenic
substances in food.

lawyers also arguc for a
better legal system for foreign-

. LTS,

Foreigners committing mi-
nor offences are morce likely to
be prosecuted than Japancse
and {f convicted, likely to re-

ceive harsher sentences, said

ey

'Man of the Year'

Sir, | heartlly congratulate
you for your most dclightful
article in the New Ycar's Day
issue of your esteemed journal
under the above caption.
Absolulely impartally and at
the same time with a firm
hand he steered the nation
from autocracy to democracy
and which earned him world-
wide acclaim. llaving accom-

lished a most diflicull task,
lcft the highest oflice of the
country as quictly as he came
to it. His namec descrves Lo be
written in golden lctlers in our
country's history. And yc¢t, not

without a pang, il not shame,
did | sce this greal man on the
TV screen, unless as an old
man | saw it wrong, [linally
leaving the Government 1louse
almost as an orphan without
our Prime Minister or even any
members of her cabinel bid-
ding him farewcll, I not out of
gratitude, at lcasl as a malter
of grace, although il was hc
who administered ocuths 1o
them on two successive occa-
sions and which enabled them
to hold the high ofTices which
they are holding now. Are we
indeed a graccless nation?

A. Qayyum

Gulshan, Dhaka.

Burmese design

Sir, The Burmese Army and
paramilitary forces unprovoked
atltack on Riju para BDR out-
post lcaves little doubt that
Burma is implementing part of
an overall strategy. Experis on
Burma have alrcady expressed

suspicion after Burma started
massive deployment of troops

and sophisticated equipment

in Arakan. Large quantities of
weapons like rockel launchers,
artillery, armoured personal
carriecrs, 37 mm and 57 mm
antfaireralt guns, medium and
light tanks including amphibi-
ous ones and an unspecificd
numbers of small arms have
been unloaded off and on at
Akyab port of Arakan. Small
patrol vessels, naval gun boals
and a number of F7 aircrall arc
stationed at Akyab. Naval, air
and infantry exerciscs have
been going on for last scverul
months. More than 25,000
Burmese troops were deployd
within a few miles of Burma-

Bangladesh border. All these
clearly indicate that the
Burmesc [orces have objectives
other than putting down in-
surgent activities along its
border with Bangladesh.

- It is the tradition of the
military rcgimes in Burma (o
creale new issues to divert the
attention of the simple masses
from the rcal problems when-
ever Lhey are faced with the
threat of losing their powcr.
Gen. Ne Win engincered anti-
Chinese riotings in 1987 to
avert the rice crisis that trig-
gered widespread agitation
against the governmcenl. In the
face of growing discontent

. against socfalist rulc Ne Win

launched King Dragon opcra-
tion against-the Rohingyas of
Arakan satfating anti-Muslim
scniiments of Buddhist major-
ity of the country. AL present
the State Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC)
has been facing such scrious
challenges from within and
outside the country by rcfusing

Canada, the United States and  crime. Capital punishment as-  lawyer Kensuke Ohnuki.
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to hand over power to clected

representatives and by contin-
uously detaining and lorturing
DKIPGHUIJH political lcaders in-
cluding nobel peacc prize win-
ner Ms Aung San Suu Kyi.

The Arakan province which
is home to three million
Rohingya Muslims has buen a
hot bed of anti-governnment in-
surgency and government in-
stigalcd communal riolings
since 1948. Atlention of Lhe
world has been drawn o the
plight of these oppressed
Muslims since their large scale
influx in 1978 and again this
year inlo Bangladesh. Iohingya
Solidarily Organisation (IRSO)
of Arakan which 1s waging a
guerilla war to free them from
the bondage of Burmese
tyranny is also gaining popu-
larity both nationally and in-
lernationally. The SLORC takes
RSO as a rcal threat 16 its hold
on Arakan.

The SLORC presumies that
by going to war with
Bangladesh, which 11 allcges is

giving armed training to RSO, ‘
it could rally the badly nceded
support of army and gencral
Burmese masses to hold on to
powcr. Al thce same time it
thinks that it could finish RSO.
The RSO strongly condemns
the dastardly and cowardly act
of Burmese forces against
Bangladcsh. This unciviliscd
act of the Burmcese regime
lcaves not thd slightest doubt
that the Rohingya Muslims
have been inhumanly treated
and arc forced Lo cause refugee
infllux off and on into
Bangladesh. The RSO urges
Bangladesh governmient Lo
lcach the Burnwsc regime a
belitting lesson, The RSO
would also like to pledge that
it shall stand by Dangladesh al
all Umes and shall not hositale
to sacrifice lives for the pro-
tection and salctly of

Bangladcsh.

Dr. Mohamurnw'd Yunus
President of SO,

Arakan.



