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NEWS BRIEFS

Jubadal leader
shot at

A student of Siddeswari De-

tn Sirajdikhan wupazila (n
nnﬁj district. Mr Apelio

a Jubadal leader of
Strajdikhan wupazila, was
rushed to the Medical
College Hospital With serious
injurics late night, Friday. A
rival group attacked him while
he was returning afller
campaigning Unton Parishad
clection for a ecandidate,

SAVAR, Jan 4 : Work on a
Tk 58 crore Export Prpcessing
Zone at Savar is progressing
steadily as fifty per ecent earth-
filing on the site has
been completed. Indusiries
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan
who visited the project site

said that a large number

reign investors have
shown interesi in the new EPZ
at Savar being built on 74 acres
of land to accommodale at
least 90 indusirial units. The
project is expected to be com-

pkudhylm reports UNB.

a 3-member dc]-:punn In
Manfla, Rahman will have
meetings with his Filipine
counterpart James Estainislaw
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JS winter session gets off to a stormy start

The winter session of Jatiya
Sangsad went off to a noisy
start on Saturday morning with
the Awami League and its
longtime rival Jatiya Party
storming out of the House to
protest what they said un-
democratic activities of the
government.

The walk-outs, staged sepa-
rately, came minutes before
the opening speech of
Prestdent Abdur Rahman
Biswas, who called for consoli-
dating the newly restored

 democracy.

"1991 was the year of In-
troducing democracy. Let

By Staff Correspondent

1992 be the year of consolidat-
ing and upholding democracy,”
the President said in the New
Year's first session.

As the MPs from AL and JP
walked out of the House, a
section of the opposition com-
prising Jamaat, CPB, JSD,
Workers Party, NDP and Islami
Oikya Jote and two
Independent Members re-
mained to listen to President
Biswas, who was Speaker of
this parliament until his elce-
tion last October the titular
head of state. Suranjit
Sengupta of Ganatantri Party
and Abdul Hafiz of NAP were

G

President Abdur Rahman Biswas addressing the winter session of the Jatiya Sangsad yesterday.

Consohdate democracy :Biswas

not present in the House on
the day.

The ~Treasury bench, led by
Leader of-the House Prime
Minister Bcghm Khaleda Zia,
listened with rapt attention to
the President as he #fuoted
from a 1979 parliameniary
speech of late President Ziaur
Rahman and called for creating
a new parllamentary demo-
cralic tradition.

Explaining his party's walk-
out Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and Acling
President of Awami League
Abdus Samad Azad told re-
porters that they were protest-

'By MahTuz Anam

The unusual chill of an cx-
teptionally hﬂﬁ“ winiry day
made an egually unusual cen-
trast to the heat that was gon-
cralcd within minutcs of the
Spcaker's calling to order the
Fourth Scssion ol the Filth
Parllament yesterday morning
The |lonourabic Speaker's clo-
quent beginning soon gave way
to a scries ol points of order
which ranged [rom the banal
o some very interesting oncs,
and which later cnded with
the Awami League and the
Jatlya Party's -ug:u a walkout

- each g@ving diflerent rcasons
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The Atllorney OGeneral
Saturday submitied before the
Special Court that amassing
wealth beyond known sources
of income and misappropria-
ton of gifis former presi-
dent HM E have been
proved by the witnesses, re-
ports UNB,

The submission [rom
Aminul Hag was made in the
one-man cpurt of district and
sessions judge Mohammad Al
Khan when hearing of the cor-
ruption cas¢ resumed after
more than a month.

The court heard deposition
and cross-examination of 48
prosecution and 10 defence
witnesses since Lhe case
started on March 20 last year.
The inconclusive prosecution
argument will resume today

E

The tion said evi-
dences proved that Ershad
who grabbed power over-
throwing an clected pres
and ruled Lhe countiry nearly
nine yecars amassed wealth
worth Tk 2.21,65.238 includ-
ing a cash nrf Ti 1.90.8],565

A foreign Ministry

| spokesman said the Syrian

Hbunuheduhd
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hk-tlm Liberation

Jordan also decided 10
posiponie the departure of its
delegation to Arab lerscli
peace talks in protest at
isracis decision to depont )2
Pales tunians.

for the move, But all of them,
relating to the President’s ad-
dress to Parlamcnl.

It was a pity that the very
first address of the very first
democratically clected
President aller the restoration
of democracy, should have
faced such a large walkoul. |
personally feel that such a re-
bull could — and should — have
been avoided il not for the
sake of the person, at leust for
the sake of the office. which as
wr know is litular and as such

ires very delicale and cau-
See Page 12 Col 7

beyond his ltfe long known
sources of income ol around
Tk 73 lakh. .

The cash, mosily in bundies
of BOO taka notes found
wT in sarces and clothes
in 22 trunks, was seized from
Ershad's official residence
Scenabhaban soon aller he was
overthrown December 6, 1990
by a mass upsurge, wilncsscs

- s

As Lhe proseculion was
lacing all the legal points to

k the accused, Ershad
secated in an armed chair in
the dock was found teially un-
concerned. Wearing a grey
woolen coal with white siripe
and spotled chocolate colour
tie, the former president was
reading the book “Light the
Golden Lamp”, collection of
his poeins translated and pub-
Mshed in several in-
cluding English and French

ing with his counsels and ex-

changing notes with them.
The Attorney Gencral re-

ferred to the dtftm:: wit-
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The Jordanian dclegation
will not leave as planned on
Sunday, officials today said,
alter Syria, Lebanon and the
Palesttnian tcam (o Lhe peace
talks sadd they oo would delay
their travel plans.

Xinhua says, Palestine loday
proiested to the Uniled
Nations against leracl's deci-
sion o expel 12 from the oc-
cupied Lerritories, saying the
action would destroy the cur-
rent peace process in the
Middie East.

"We are greatly alarmed at
thtd:ﬂ!hnuhn the oc:

cupying power, and as
announced by l.l'l lIr-l.'li army

spokesman, to deport 13
Palestinian civillans lving In
the occupied territory of the

g i s i

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday called for tak-
tng a fresh vow in the new ycar

consolidate and uphoild

.—-M, reportaBSS. o .

‘198 ] was the year of htrn-
ducing d let 1992 bBe
the year of consolidating and
upholding democracy,” the
President said while address-
ing the inaugural sitting of the
winter session of the Jatiya
Sangsad.

He reminded the Sangsad
members Lthat democracy
takes speed with help of Lhe
ruling party and the -
tion. It is thus the re-
sponsibility of all parties and
opinions to give democracy an
institutional shape, he added.

President Biswas said the
nation had taken politics I'I'HI

AL, JP stage walkouts

ing the ‘fll activities of the BNP
Government.”

Specifying the alleged ill ac-
unuﬁd he !naid the rn-

ment was by passing parlia-
ment through issuing ordi-
nances, attacking the AL and
Chhatra League workers and

“the Prime Minister was violat-
ing protocol virtually

l:njnylng the status of Head of

Samnd Azad said the. |
President proved himsell par-
tisan in his opening speech by
projecting what he said the
programmes ol the BNP gov-

See Page 12 Col 3

— PID‘ photo

the streejs to parliament and
‘S0, *Now, -rllnml:nt is the
centre of nll national activi-

tlﬂhehgthe'l#mﬂhrum

In his nboul one-hdur ad-
dress the President touched
upon the major areas of na-
tional development, including
economy, education, health,
communication, agriculture,
defence and foreign policy and
said the whole nation is look-
ing eagerly to this parliament
to build a self-reliant, happy
and perous esh.

The opposition Awami
League and Jatiya Party mem-
bers, s walk-out sepa-
rately before the Presidential
speech.,

President Biswas

See Page 12 Col 3
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tinues

' Rangoon builts five
helipads, renovates
airfield at Mongdu

From Ourx Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 4: Myan-
mar has complcled construc-
tion of five new hulipuds and is
reactiva an air-ficld at the
bordering township ol Mong-
du, according to Bangladesh
officials in the border area.
while, no rcsponse on

Mlag mectling on
-.Janunr:r 7 has
the Bangladesh side as yet, an
official here said.
that the Burmese side was
"probably buying time,”

The five helipads that were
complcted last woeek along the
border in Burma arc located at
Chensori, Tembru, Tulatoli,
Bolibazar and al Datlola,
Bangladesh oflicials in the bor-
der area said.
~ The Kaderbil air-ficld at
Mongdu, built during thc
Second World War and later
abandoned, is being renovaled
to [actlitate air-communication
between Arakan and Rangoon,
the officials addcd.

The road distance betwecen
Akyab, the capital of Arakan,
and Rangoon 1is, about 400
miles. The Akyab-Rangoon
1lighway, also built during the
Second World War, passcs
through a hilly and rugged

| terrain and is presently in ex-

|

tremely bad condition, accord-
ing to sources.

The helipads and Lhe ajr-
field projects are belicved Lo

lle added ™.

have been taken o scl up an
alternate and effective trans-
portation system, thc officials
said '

Sources in border arcas said
Maynmar had so [ar deployed
about 25,000 rcgular army
troops the border.

The ux of Rehingya
refugees into Bangladesh from
the ncighbouring Burmese sta-
te of Arakan continucs unabal-
ed, to the Hohingya

Solidarity Urgifisalion.

BSS from Cox's Lazar adds:
At lcast 15 Rohingya rclugcees
died at different camps in
Cox's Bazar and Bandarban
districts due to cold wave
during the last two dari, offi-
cial sources said ycsic

Most of the dead arc chil-
dren. Of them, 11 rclugees
died at Morichya of Ukhia
u under Cox's uzar and
the rest dicd at
Naikhyanchhari of llandarban
district.

The victims arc : Aycsha
(four), Zamila Khatun (six] ,
Hasina (ten)., Haki: Al ([ive).
Lal Mia (six) , Ahmead llossain
[seven), Jebar Mulluk [11),
Farug Ahmiad (temn), Dhala-
chand ([50) , Dildar Mia
(Lthree), Sakina . [sceven) and
Hafeza (two).

The nanws of Lthe rest three
viclims were rol available.

Teachers go on strike
from January 18

A nonstop sirike in col-

lcges, secondary schools and

the eapntry

will hegn of January 18,

ltachers announced al a grand
rally Saturday, reports UND.

Announcing the grealer ac-
tion programme, Bangladesh
Federation of Teachers
Associalions [DBFTA) lcadcrs
sald some 2.5 lakh teachers of
both government and non-gov-
ernment colleges, schools and
madrashas would go on Lhe
strike for an indclinile period
to press home their 15-point
demand.

The BFTA demands inchude
nalionalisation of the scrvices
ol non-government tcachers,
salary in the new national pay

scale [ July |, 1991,
highcr fnrrll.n:lur teach-
Ty, 1g auifare trosh, pas
I'.::nnlinntiu of educatfon and

adcguale supply of cducational
Inpuls.

Sheikh Amanullah, Chair-
man ol the BFTA, also told the
mammoth gathering of
tcachers fn fronl of the
National Press Club that they
would observe a day-long work
absicntion on Tucsday.,

The federation's prcpara-
lory programme also includces
cxchange of views with various
prolcssional groups January 8-
9, silent procession at district

~ level on January 14, press con-

ference on January 16.
See Page 12 Col 8
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Police must earn
confidence of

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia yestcrday called
upon the police forees to re-
main vigilant for main
law and order and sccurily Lo
properly implement deve
ment projects taken by
government for couniry’s
progress and prosperitly. re-
ports BSS.

Inaugurating the Police
Week ‘92 at the Rajarbag
Police Line here Salurday
morning, Begum Zia said ‘the
responsibility and duty ol the

lice as law enforving
E’v:ry big in h.lﬂdlng n.m
cralic society.’

She said the policc have o
carmn confidence of Uw people
since people and police re-
main together undcr demo-
L\E:uc system. 'kecp in mind,

£

at people's expeclation from
See Page 12 Col 1

a press nol issued iIn
Salurday said the [acility of
Leave Prcparalory
Retirement [LPR] had not
been cancelled, reports IISS.
Relering o a news II:I;
that appearcd in the Da
Ittefaq yestcrday under the
hcadline "LPR Batil” (LPR can-
celled, the pross note sald, the
ncws ilem was compleiely
mislcading and misunder-
standing had been crealed in
the public mind in the
mcantime as a result, the
press nolc said, had
been made for Lreating the
LPR period as a pensionable
period and all the [actlitics

during the LPR period
provided the government
through L orders would

also rcmain unchanged.

The maximum amouni of
the gross p has beven re-
fixed from Taka 5,000 io Taka
8.200 with cflect from July 1
L of 1991. Afler the intreduction

the new.pay scale of 1991,
ﬂ the press nole sald.

Mukim, Arju

on remand
By Staff Correspondent

Mukim Gazi and Lullar
Rahman alias arju, two under-
trial prisoners who escaped
[rom the Chiel Metropolilan
Magistrate Court hajal Monday
and recaplured Friday were
taken on a two-day remand by
Kotwali Police Saturday.

nesses and said a disparate at-
tempt was made by them to
prove that the money belongs
the Jatiya Party and was hr‘f}:
with the party chairman

rt-ndy purmrnt against pur-

chase ol party house al
Dhanmond

[]rftnct plca that tLhe
Treasury does not accepl
cheque and that is why cash
kept ready with chair-

man does nol hold good.: said
Aminul Haq. He quoted Lhe
Treasury Rule 33 and said
payment to Lhe governmenl
through the treasury may be
made in c e as well.

As for the other charge
against the accused, the pros-
ecution said the former presi-
dent during his office received
120 items as gifts which he
was supposcd to deposil 1o the
Government loshakhana. Of
those 31 items worth of over
Tk 11 lakh were seized [rom
the Sermbhaban.

The other gift ftems earlfer
given away Lo his brother-in-
law Mustafizur Rahman as

See Page 12 Cnl u
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West Bank and Oaza, Including
Jerusalem, Nasser M*llld'wl.
permanent observer of
Palestine to the United
Nations, said in a letiter to the
president of the Security
Council today.

The expulsion, announced
last night, was ordered by
Defense Mintster Moshe Arens
on charges of terrorist in-
volvement and put in jeopardy
the Middic East peace lalks
scheduled to resume In
Washington next week be-
tween lsruel and delegations of
Palestinians, Jordan, Lebanon
and Syria.

The letter pointed outl that
the Isracli action came ol &
time when lsrael has intenst-
fled its aggression and human

IS S CS————————E_

G Transport owners

Charges agamst Ershad proved.A

give 48-hour
deadline

PABNA, Jan 4 : Owncrs
Saturday gave a 48-hour ulti-
matum Lo the government for
resolving the deadlock in
transport scoler of the 16
northern  distriets, failing
which they threatened Lo go
into an indcfinite sirike from
January 7, r¢ports UNL.

The ultimatum came afler a
meeting of the North DBengal
Motor Ownurs' Assoclation
heid at s office here Friday,

Also on Friday, Lrunsport
workers staged a sit-in in front
of the Associalion offlice de-
manding appeintment ketlcrs.
About 600 worhkcrs took part
in the demonstration whike the
transporl owners woere holding
the mwecting.

Chicf Adviscr ol the
Assoctation UBuby Islam wid
newsmen loday that the work-
ers arc now domanding per-
mancnl appuintment instcad
of daily and monthly basis ap-
pointimcnt agroad upon during
a lriparlitt mecling on
Deovniber 20.

Syr1a Jordan won’t join talks

rights violations against the
F‘lhtlnhn people by pro-
longed curfcws and stepped-
up settlement activities on the
occupied \errilories.

Meanwhile the Unfled
States has issuecd an entry visa
to a sentor Malestine Liberation

tion official for Middle
East peace talks In
Washington, a Palestinian del
egate said today.

Mamdouh Al Aker told
Reuters the US dectalon Lo s
sue a visa to Nabil Shaath, a
senjor aide to PLO chalrman
Yasscr Aralat, llﬂ‘h;ht
Palestintan delogation's
that Wash n l-uour:
israel in the :

The deciston came two days
after larael decided © expel
12 Palestinians.
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