n is onec of

fon. This pro-

ol experfence in

One who be-

can have for

instance, unwanted privi-
lege of eavesdropping on ro
mantic dialogue, abuse of ex
change of words between two
callers, when one ly
refuses o lay down his phone
for the facility of the other
caller. One caller even could
overhear conversation between
a top brass of the Government
and his private secrelary about

calls is another

irritating ﬂ'linll in-
clude abscnce of dial tone for

long spells, sudden disruplion
of conneclion between two

. interference of scveral
voices on the line when one is
going to dial a number.

dreaded thing which
may befall any subscriber is
when his bill includes charge
for some overseas calls which
he has never made. All argu-
ments against this will be of no
avail with the concerned au-
thority.

The ever-recurring com-
plaint against the telcphone
department is the onc relating
to over-billing. Several sub-
scribers who are very careful

;

By A S M Nurunnabi

about the use of their tele-
phones have complained that

though their daily calls do net
exceed 5 or maki a
monthly total not exceeding

200 calls, they are billed for
500 to 600 calls a° month.
When complaints are made to
the appropriate quarters, their
reply was that the reasen
might be surreptitious use of
the telcphone for calls on
NWD.

In this context, it may be
mentioned that some sub-
scribers in the Dhanmondi
often complain that for some
hours, particularly in the
morm their telephones be-
come dcad and thereafier,

come to life. wonder
whether this phenomenon ol
periodic life-alter-death has
any bearing on possible link-up
with any unauthorised tele-
phone, thereby causing over-
billing for them.

In many instances, the op-
erators manning local en-
quiry/internal trunk booking
lines remain cxasperatlingly
unresponsive. Where the local
enquiry, in response 1o a re-
quest, gives a rcquired num-
ber, it is found to be wrong.
This scems lo indicate that the
Enquiry Scclion opcralors
are nol posted with the latest
position or they are carcless.

Under thz analog system
which covers the major part
of the city, il is nol possible o
get a correct number al one
go: very often onc has to make
two or more calls to getl the
correct number. The sub-
scribers. under Lthe system are,
however, penalised, as they are

uired to pay lor the wrong

Is also. This scems to be
unfair. It is, therclore, sug-
gesied that, in all fairness, the
telephone departnwent should
consider the desirability of al-
lowing some rcbale, at lcast by

10 per cent 0 the subscribers
under the analog system on
the monthly bill on account ef
the frequent wrong calls.
The telephone has provided
an casy means ol aveiding
querics from members of the
public concerning this pend:
ing busincss. In Lthis respect
proper telephone eliquelte
does not appear to have devel
oped yet. It iy ofien a frustrat-
ing expericnce o reach a
ublic efficial by tclcphone.
the calls are firsi re-
cetved by PAs or privale score-
taries, Lhe initlal result is
ofien abortive. In the iniercst
of healthy public * adminisira-
tion, proper (elephone eti-
quetie should be developed. A
suitable time for subsequent
calls or Inlervicws with the
caller may be arranged the
personal slall of the oflicials
concerned.

A beginning in Lhis direc-
tion seems Lo be urgently
needed becausc it is allcged by
meny that th- public officials
(with some exceplions) are
often impcrvious Lo the ele-
mentary duicency In  Lheir
communication with memibers
of the public whose business is
pending wilh thosc oflicials,

The situation 1s all the more
distressing in many of the ol-
fices where FBX systems are
installed. Some of the opera-
tors manning the PDBX lincs
seem to be so unenthusiastic
about receiving calls that il is
aller repeated altempts that
they condescend to answer.
This situation also necds to be
iniproved.

The telephone using public
will be relieved of a major
causc of [rustration and both-
cration if the telephonc au-
thority would seriously look
into Lﬁcuc frritants in our day-
to-day life and eflect neces-
sary remedies.

Ghali takes over as UN chief

East River and much of New

York City, and greeted about
20 members ol his stall.

United Nations, Jan 3:
Butros Ghali his job as
UN chief with a tra-

ditional welcome, but there

would move quickly from pro-
tﬂnnltnmhrnﬂ the world

'hud,’lbluludbmmy re-

TII: H-rur-uld ptian
diplomat s the sixth UN
leader and first from the
Alfrican continent. He succeeds
Peruvian Javier Perez de
Cuellar, whose 10-year tenure
nﬁdmwllﬂuchn
of 1991,

Ghali arrived Thurlday
morning in the black
Mercedes reserved for the

and was met

Secretary-General
with applause by UN employ-
ees.

The UN security forces,
honour guarded stood at atten-
tion as Challi was greeted first
by Aly Temour, a [fellow

apt_:lﬂmhdﬂefufmlu-

Ghali then shook

hlndl other UN staff
mhcrl and told them
"Happy New Year.”

Seconds later, he mlked
briskly into the Meditation
Room, the non-denominational
chapel that is the traditional
first stop for new heads of the
United Nations. pt is an
overwhelmingly Muslim na-
tion, but Ghall is a Coptic
Christian.

Ghali to his of-
fice on the top floor of UN
headquarters, which com-
mands a sweeping view of the

Ghali emphasized team

work and said : "With this co-
operation we will create a new
momentum in favour of this
organization.”
* He sajd he wants the
United Nations to "play a more
important role in pcacckeep-
ing, peace-building, cconomic
and social cooperation, and
above all, defending human
rights and democratic instiftu-
tions all over the world."

Ghali also posed for photog-
;ﬁmhcrn in his expansive office.

told to smile, he said,
"You have to make a joke."

The new Secretary-Genceral
quickly got down to busincss.

He reappointed Alvato de
Soto as one of his under secre-
tary-generals, De Solo, a
Peruvian- diplomat, spent the
last 20 rlghl'. government
and leftist rcbels. The talks re-
sulted in a ccascfire agreement
on New Year's Eve.

No other appointments
were immediately announced
by Ghali.

He already met with ambas-
sadors from nine nations
which have alrcady paid their
full assessments for the 1992
regular budget. The ambas-
sadors represcnied Ausiralia,
Canada, Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Irclard, New Zealand,
Norway and Swoden. ¢

The nine countrics said in a
slatement that by paying their
dues so promptly they were
ihowigg their confidence in
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the United Nations.

The 1991 general budget
was in arrears of dirs 442 fil-
lion because many nations
were behind in their dues
payment

At the end of the year, the
United States owed dirs 266
million in outstanding duecs,
the Soviet Union dirs 46 mil-
lion, South Alrica dirs 45 mil-
lion, Brazil dirs 17 million and
Argentina dirs 14 million.

Expcctations are high that
Ghali will move to shake up
what has been described as a
moribund UN bureaucracy.

Ganges water

From Page 1 Col 4

Since Ganga Jal is expen-
sive, the bottlers suggest ditut-
ing it in a gallon of Ltap water ol
somebody else’'s brand. In
India, it sells for 5 rupeces (19
cenis) per 200 milliliter (6
ounce) packet more than a
bottle of cola or a pint of milk.

The sanctity of the water is
an im t part of the mar-
keting, especially in predomi-
nantly Hindu India. The Gup-
tas, who are not related, say
they have sold dollars 8,760
worth of water since August.

Millions of Hindus visit the
Ganges every day for religious
rites. A dip in the river is said
lo wash away sins; a Lrickle of
the water into the throat of a
dead man assures a beller in-
carnation, in the nex! life.

The first export shipment-
worth dollars 10, Dﬂﬂ - was
made in September to an In-
dian department store owner
in Florida.

" The llare Krishna move-
menl is very inlerested,” Ved
Prakasn Gupta added. 1ic also
figurcs the West Coast of the
United Stalcs, with its
propensity for New Age phe-
nomena, is a natural.

He said the profits will go
to charity, which he lhinkl
will silepnce any protests that

the Ganga Jal bottlers arc ex-

ploiting religion,

an- H.mutar B
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Manzoor-ul Karim, President
of Dhaka Region Scouts Prol
Md Yunus Mia and the National
Commissioner (Development
of Scouts Anwarul Alam.

About 1,500 cub scouls are

part in the at
m while similar cam-
porees were simultaneously
started in Comilla, Rajshahi,

t and Chittagong. The
theme of this year's camporee
is “children are future.”

The Prime Minisler re-
called the contribution of
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman for various initiatives
taken for the development of
children.

She uid the Shishu

Academy was lPltv{,him-n
he was fond o fldren.

Shaheed Zia was first to inuro-
duce 'Nutun Kurf' amme
in Bangladesh Television, she
said.

The Prime Minister said
the present government would
take all possible measures for
the flourishment of children's
talents. "We want to bring
smiles on your faces,” she told
the cubs.

Later Begum Zia went round
some tenits where the cubs will
be staying for next three days.

On arrival at the venue the
Prime Minister was given a
hearty welcome by the cubs.

On way back to Dhaka,

S

m !ed.- Zia inspecting
the national camporee inaugurated at Mouchak yesterday.

Scouting to be geared |

Begum Khaleda Zia went to Lhe
venue of the seventh national
girls guide camp 91 at
Darcipara. For the pﬂﬁu it was
a pleasant surprise to »see
Begum Zia amid them. Today
was the concluding day of the
camp.

Speaking brieflly on the oc-
casion, Degum Zia said the
motto of the girls
movement was service Lo the
distressed humanity, She ex-
presscd the hope Lhat the
guides would contribuie their
mite to the national develop-
ment actvitics alongwith their
studies.

Begum Zcba Rashid
Chowdhury, national guide
commissioncr, prescnled
Degum Zia with a crest of the
organisation.

from Rajshahi says,
the third National Cub
Camporce of Rajshahi region
began here Friday.

Divistonal Commissioncr of
Rajshahi NA llabibullah for-
mally inaugurated the cam.
poree and visiled the campus.,

In all 100 cub tcams com-
prising 700 «ubs [rom sixicen
districts of Rajshahi division
are taking part in the cam:
poree.

The main programmes of
the camporee included difler-
ent sports and physical disp
of the cubs, cub carnival
camp fire.

Page 1 Col 7
{Fﬁupﬂll ﬂrdtnlmc 1991, the
Powrashava (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1991, the
Chittagong City Corporation
(Amendment) Ordinance,
1991, the Dhaka City
Corporation (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1991, the Khulna
City Corporation (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1991, the Rajshahi
City Corporation (Amendment)

Ordinance, 1991, the
Investment Board
(Amendment] Ordinance,
1991, the Local Government
(Union Parishads)
(Amendment] Ordinance,
1991, the Cooperative
Societies (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1991, and the

Water Resources Planning
Ordinance, 1991].

A panel of chairmcn for the
winter session of Parliament
will be constituted and obitu-
ary reference adopted at the
opening sitting.

Parliament sources said that
today's sitling may be ad-
journed for threc-days after
the address of the President.

Talking to UNDB, Acting
President of Awami and
Deputy Leader of the

Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
hinted at a stormy and heated
session. He said his party
would raise debale on a num-
ber ol political and economic
issues.

"The Awami League will play
a strong and eflective role to
' press the Treasury Bench for
resolving the major political
and economic issucs now con-
fronting the nation,” Azad said.

Meanwhile, the Awami
League Parliamentary Party
(ALPP) had hectic delibera-
tions Friday to determine a
sirategy on how to compel the

ruling to concede to its
ar:l1.-rmi|nc‘:‘:-ny

The question of boycolling
the President's inaugural
specch at the winter session of
parliament also featured
prominently during the delib-
erations. A final deccision on
the issue will be taken Loday,

Our Stalfl Correspondent

adds: According to ALPP
sources, the parly’ lcaders
would contact AL Chicl Sheikh
Hasina at Singapore over tele-
phone for her advice about the
strategy. The ALPP will finalise
its stance and course of action
when it meets again today at
10 am.,
- The BNP Parliamcntary
Party discussed the agenda for
the winter session of the Jatiya
Sangsad in a meeting on Friday
at the Bhaban.

Presided over by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
the meeting began at 6 pm in
the Treasury Bench confer-
ence room.

Briefing newsmen following
the three-hour-long meeting,
LGRD Minister and Party
General Secretary Abdus Salam

Talukdar said the nda on
| the inaugural fourth
session of the fifth parliament

JS session

were discussed at the meeting.

He said members woere also
brieled about the upcoming
bills to be introducced from the
Treasury Bench at the session.
He added that cight bills from
the local government ministry
will be introduced al the ses-
sfon.

The BNP Parliamentary
Party members also discussed
the abolition of the upazila sys-
tem and the amendment to
the Upazila (Repeal)
Ordinance,

The LGRD Minister said
that the Indemnity (Repeal)
Ordinance also came up for
discussion at the mecting.

In reply to a questiion,
Salam Talukdar said that the
talks were conlinuing at the
Special Commiltce on the
Indeminity (Repeal) Bill and
added Lhal the BNI® would de-
cide on Lhe issue aller the
Special Commitlee comes up
with its decision.

Problems of local con-
stituencies of individual mem-
bers also came up for discus-
sion at the mecting, the BNP

Jamaal-e-Islami
Parliamenlary Party held a
mecting at the Sangsad Bhaban
with its leadcr Matiur Rahman
Nizami in the chair. Mcceling
sources said the party will
press for the introduction of
its carctaker government bill
in the winter session. The bill
proposed by Jamaat secks lo
hold future parliamentary
elections under a neutral
carcltaker rnment.

Student leader's
wife killed

in fire

JHENIDAH, Jan 3 : A young
woman, wile of a student
leader, was killed in a
devastating fire at her
residence at Hamduha arca in
the town on Thursday night,
reports UNB.

Her husband Malck (25),
District President of Jallya
Chhatra Dal also reccived scri-
ous bum injuries.

Witnessés said the victims
could net get out of the room
as it was chained [rom outside.

Relatives of the victims al-
leged that the house was set
on fire by some unknown, mis-
creanis at the midnight when
the victim Abdul Malek (28)
and his wile Selina Khatun
(20), were aslecep. '

Neighbours rescued the
victims and sent them to the
sadar hospilal where doctors
declared Mrs Malek decad.

Later Malek was transferroed
to the Jessore hospital for bet-
ler treatment.

Activists of Jatlya Chhalra
Dal d five vehicles, bar-
ricaded di nt streets in the
town for more than two hours
and called for a hall-day hartal
in the town tomorrow
(Saturday) protesting the inci-

dent.

the march past by the cubs participating in

guide |

— PID photo

BCL founding

| anniversary
today

By DU Correspondent

l
l The various factions of the

Bangladesh Chhatra League ob-
} serve the 44th founding an-
| niversary today.

h Chhatra
' was founded on this day of
1948,
During the 44

i

, the or-

. The splitting spree  began
| afler independence. A group of
| rebel Chhatra League leader
. broke away from the Awami

 League to form the Jatiya

| !-mql.tnirth Dal USD).

| The split in the JSD in the

| eighties to the e nce
of the different factions of the

organisation.
' They have taken up elabo-
rate programmes Iincluding
discussion meelings, rallies
and laying wreaths at the
Central Shaheed Minar 1o
;* mark the day.
Chhatra Lcague (SA) has
taken a series of programme
| today including hoisting of flag
atop it's central office and gar-
| landing the portrait of
Bangabandhu at 6 am .Later
| BCL (S-A) workers will gather
. al the Central Shahecd Minar
| and hold a rally
JSD [Inu) backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League (N
| S) today will hotst the national
and party flag atlop it's central
office at Balaka Bhaban in the
morning and will later hold
| rally in. Madhu's Canleen
. premises and lay wreaths at
the Central Shaheed Minar.
| BCL (N-S] also will gather
land hold, rally at the
‘Aparajeyo Bangla at Dhaka
University at 10 am on January
6. It will arrange a reunion of
its activists at the TSC of
Dhaka University. It plans a
discussion meeling, staging
| drama and a colourful cultural
function on January 7.
BCL {L-A) has plans to hold
a reunion at Jatiya Grantha
Kendra (National Book Centre)
today. Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury will attend the
programme as the chiefl guest.
BCL (K-I) has arranged a
discussion meeting al it's cen-
' tral office at Bangabandhu
| Avenue with its President
Khorshed Alam in the chair.
JSD (Rab) backed Chhatra
League will arrange a discus-
sion mcoling at ‘Jatlya Grantha
Kendra' tomorrow January 5)
at 4 pm in, observance Lhe
441h lounding anniversary with
its presidenit Baziur Rahman
in the chair,

into several |

US backs full Russian

DHAKA SATURDAY JANUARY 4, 1992

e ——

membership in IMF, WB

WASHINGCTON, Jan 3: The United Siatcs sald today

full immediate

states of the former Soviet Union in the Igiernational

Fund (IMF) and in the Werld Bank. The Sowvict
Union had becn a special associate member of both 156-na-

tion

since the autumn. Washingion had opposed

full membership until reforms were underiaken and certain
guamntces gven on loan repayments, reports AFP.

Rangoon revokes status
of 5 more NLD MPs

BANGCGKOK, Jan 3: Durma's election commission has re-
voked the stalus of five more opposilion mcmbers of parlia-
ment in a campaign against Lhe party that won the 1990 gen-
eral election. Four members of the National League for
Democracy (NLD) and one indcpendent candidate have been
convicied of criminal offcnces and violating the clection law,
official Rangoon radio said, reports Reuter.

Russian copter with Cubans
land atMmmialrstﬂp

MIAMI, Jan 3: A Russian helicopicr apparently fle
with about-20 men, women and children nhm.ri

Cuba
od

Friday morning at a Suburban airport, authorilics said. The

aircraft touched down at Tamiami Airport, a public sirip

for

small aircraft about 10 miles (16 kilomﬂtrll lnullwﬂl of
Miami International Airport, reporis AP -

Burma violates
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Friday on his return from Yan-
goon (Rangoon) alter consulta-
tion with his government.

The Foreign Minister par.
ticularly pointed out to the en-
voy the recent violation of
Dangladesh alr space by
Myanmar alrforce planes and
expresscd the hope that such
inciderris should not be re-
praled.

He askcd for resumption of

' Nag mecting between the two

| Bangladcsh and

countrics and make it a regular
process o resolve problems.
Mustafiz rencwed his invi
tation o Myanmar Foreign
Minister Ohn Cyaw Lo visit
iscuss all bi-
lateral issues for resolving
them peacclully.
The invitation
Myanmar counte

to his
wWHaSs CX-

. tended by Bangladesh Furﬂ;n

——— ——

Mukim Gazi
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at large.

A police team led by
Tolazzal Hossain, Officer-in-
Charge, Demra, raided Lhe
house of Lokhman at Demra in
plain dress at about 3:30 pm
Friday. From there they ar-
resied them but Lokhman, the

T T T TEE T

1
Minislcr during his visit o
Yangoon in November last.

Myanmar Ambassador con-
veyed lo Lthe Foreign Minister
that his government was ready
to take all measures to defuse
tension now prevailing along
the common border of the tweo
countiries.

The Ambussador alse ex-
plained his government's po-
sition on the issucs and s
willingness 1y work in cooper-
ation wilth Dangladesh for
restoration o. pesce and stabil-
ity along the border.

He also conwoyed his coun-

try's warm scniimenis and
goodwill for [hangladesh.
Forcign Scorclary Renz

Rahman and Additionul Fore-
ign Secrctary A 1. Mahmouod
All were presenl at the
meeting.

Crdukdown
From Page | Col 3

| police stations along the fron-

ter arcas.
When askced il the anti-

. smuggling drive was a Lrap-

.

owner of the house managed to |

escape.

During the 15-minutc oper-
alion, police had a gunbaltle
with Mukim Gazi and his men.
Gazi fired thrice at the police.
He also exploded at least cight
crackers but fafled to escape,
police said.

Immedialely aller their ar-
rest, Demra police informed
the Dhaka Metropolitan Police
control room. A heavy contin-
gent escorted the three to the
control room and later locked
them at Motijheel Thana cus-
tody amid Lt security.

Police recovered a revolver,
four bullets, three crackers
and 20 knives from their pos-
session, police said.

Mukim Gazi and his two ac-
complices will be produced
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court
(Saturday).

From Page | Col 7
PLO o makc a decision lalcr
Friday.

The Israclis announced
Thursday night thcy would de-
porlt 12 Palestinians allcgedly
' active in violent anti-lsracli
activily. They cited an upsurge
in violence in the occupicd
terrilorics in recent montihs
in which four Jewish settlers
have becn killed.

But Mrs Ashrawi's stale-
ment claimed the expulsions
were “a conlinuation of
Israel's destructive policy de-
signed to torpedo the peace
process.”

It urged the Uniled States
to “fulfill its explicit responsi-
bilities to both the peace
process and {ts own ollicial
policies™ and make the Israclis
reverse the decision.

The delegation was to have
left for Amman, Jordan, on
Friday on route to Washington
where talks were expected to
resume next week.

In Tel Aviv, US Ambassador
to Israel William Brown said of
the planned expulsions, “"We
deplore such actions.” lie lold
a news conference the United
Stales also "condemns any
violent action .against [sraclis”
wherever {t takes place.

AFP says, PLO leader Yasscr
Arafal called today flor the
United Nations Sccurily
Council to convene for a dcbalc
on lIsrael's plan to expel 12
Palestinians.

The Palcstinian news
agency WAFA said Arafat fssued
the call in a meeling with the
ambassadors in Tuinis of
Britain, the Nelherlands and
Portugal. It was addressed to
| Dritain, the current chairman
L of the Sccurity Council,

Palestinians stay away

The Isracli expulsion order
was ‘arbitrary’ and in violation
of the Geneva Conventions on
the prolection ol populations
under occupation, the Pales-
tine Liberation Organisation
chief said,

llc said it poscd a threat to
the Middle East pcace process
and called on the European
Community to work for the
measurcs to be annulled.

Arafat also condemned the
45-nilllion-dollar increase in
the Isracli budget passed
Thursday to linance more set-
tiements in the occuplied West
Bank and Gaza Strip, which are
home to 1.7 million
Palestinians.

Earlier story on Page §
Temperature
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lowest temperalure of the
couniry was rccorded at 6.5
degrees Celsfus at Dinajpur the
day before.

Friday's lowcst lemperalure
in Dhaka was 10.B decgreces
Celsius while the minimum
was 12 degrees Celsius on
Thursday. Temperature rose
considerably following two
days of cloudy weather caused

the casterly through ol low
that has exiended towards
Bangladesh since Tuesday.
Mild -to-modcrale cold wave
may sweep the country during
the rest two Lo three days.

Gunmen open fire
on protesters

TBILISI (Georgia), Jan 3:
Gunmen opened Friday at
a demonstration in support of
besieged President  Zaviad
Gamsakhurdia, killing and in-

juring people in the crowd.

today

sient one, a high govers
official said, “The smu
will [ace harder days T
lie said Lhe government was
pledge-bound Lo conlinue ils
war against smuggling which
was crippling the nalional
economy. Armed with ade-
quate [inancial and logistic
support, he said, the m-
ment would face the traders
of illegal s. lle said Lthal a
budget of Taka five crore has
already becn carmarked for
the anii-smuggling drive which
would last till its total stop-
page.

*This timc it is not easy for
the smugglers to resume their
activitics -ausc Lhe govern-
ment takes up the problem as
a priority one.” Shah Abdul
Hannan, who hcads the task
force, said the campaign would
last one year or more tll the
wiping out of sm ng once
and for all. llowever, the con-
trol mechanism would be re-
laxed with the awarcness
sharpcning among the pcople
and their support lo the gov-
ernment pmgrummu: against
smuggling, hc

Sources invulw:d in the
drive indicaicd thalt motiva-
tional p::grﬂnlmca. including
s screening ol anti-
smuggling documentaries,
would . also go hand in hand
with t.h: onguing programme,

Pay scale
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gladesh Secondary Teachers
Association.

Earlicr, the Education
Minister attended a function
on installation ccremony of the
Mirpur Girls Idcal Laboratory

Inslitute students Union at
Mirpur.
Prcsided over by the

Principal of the institute, the
function was addrecssed by -
Amanullah Aman MP as special
gucsl.

Compensation (o
Shantibahini
victims' families
demanded

CHITTAGONG, Jan 3: Ran-
gamali Citizen Sccurity Council
today brought the bullet rid-
dled bodies of Karnaphul
Paper Mills workers in front H
the local press elub demandi
compensation, for the victims'

family, reports UND,

Nine workers were killed
by the outlawced Shantibahing at
Dumdumia forest ge ncar
th2 Indian border of ?ﬂ" ra
on Thursday.

The council leaders al a

rally in front of the press club
urged Lthe gcvernment lo en-
sure sccurily of life and prop-

| erty in iroubled hill districts.



