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tatives from the
Akawalo, Arawak. ' Carib,
Macushi, Patamona and
Wapishiana tribes, plus other
Amerindian held
a four-day conference In

Georgetown. In a strongly-
worded declaration Lthey ex-

The rainforest project,
which is the cause ol the
Amerindian disquicl, is being

underfaken jointly by experts

from the and
Gy,

. The proposal is for a
360,000- tare |one million

acre) forest conservation pro-
. perhaps Lhe biggest
project ever mounted lo fight

of tropical forests.

A third of the area will be
maintained as a pristine
wilderness, while allowing
study of the [lora and fauna,
the sources and sinks for wa-
ter, minerals and gases. the
ecological interaction in the
area and the way species
evolve.

The remaining arca will be
used to support development
along ecologically sustainable
lines, including small-scale
mining. Exploitation of trees is
no{ intended to being until
sysicems arc in place to cnsure

i

sustainability.
The dcsigners of the
scheme conccede that the

Amerindian pcople will never

The Amerindians

by Nills Learmond Campbell
have an intruston ,
of this pature before. The The mrln:!:lnlr;: ::
Guyana undertook  equally disappoin L
:ﬂmmllﬂhrlt-ndh wnm‘tmh‘:lﬂwnlhc
against  governmentl sig an agree-

mmlhmnt ment with a Brazian firm to
It has already con- build a 320 km read linking
trols to protect people Ru . mear the Brazthan
against common viral infec-  border, to the Guyanese capital
tons which forest dweller will of Georgetown.
WL e WOOR wipenedl/ W, Several tribes  have

However, al their mecting launched the Amerindian
Amerindians cxpresscd decp  People's Assoclation (APA) o

launching
multi-million deollar
Numbecring only about scven
cent of the country's popu-
mq. they have for gencra-
tions occupied the hinlerland
region. Thus have come to
known as “the children of
forest”. Some 90 per cent
country’'s 700,000 popu-
concentrated along
430 km of coast, lcaving
uyana's rcmaint 133.000
km

Lf"'_*_

represent the cause of thuir
people. They are alded by the

Guyana Illuman Rights
Associalion.
The conlercnce warned

that the crucial decisions
Guyana has now takcn are de-
cisions for both land and poco-
plc: either both survive or they

disappear logether.

The conference claimed
that certain regions in Guyana
were being exploited by local
and foreign timber merchants
and miners, who were deplel-
"ing forest stocks rese for

forest laboratory

Amcrindian communitics.

Uncontrolled mining, the
declaration stated, was not
only destroying natural re-
sources and the envi-
renment but also having sert-
ous consequences on the
moral and social life of the
Ancrindian people. it called
on donor agencics o cnsure
that their money was uscd lo
develop and not destroy their
land and peoples.

At the post-conference
rcss briefing. Amecrindian
adcrs said that the British,

who were the country’s colo-
nial rulers, gave them the for-
esl. expresscd their dis-
gust at way their communi-
tics were being invaded by
coasilanders and the threat
poscd 1o their hertiage.

The Amerindians arc wor-
ricd about the cffect on thetr
young people of influences
from people. These
were teaching Amerindian
youlhs o smoke marijuana.
They sold excessive alcohol lo

them, thus u-u-ﬂnm

regulations,

communily
took advantage of young

Amcrindian women.
Ocorge, co-chairman of 1

CQuyana Human Rights
that the
well-being of the Amerindians
and the environment in which
they live should receive prior-

Assoclation, is urging

ily in any development plan.
In the Amcrindian
conlcrence sald: “In the

first place, forests and rivers
are not simply ‘resources’ for
Amerindians, they are life it-
ﬂ-m-mhlh'
place
Amerindian communilics can
te or be
forced clsewhere is to die as a

lerfor fs the only

survive, to

community”.

Bishop Goorge stressed that
CGuyana was al a crossroads.

The coun must choose be-

tween g profit at the
cost of both the en-
vironment and Amerindian
communities, or ¢ lo
use resources in mh
recognise Lhat vigorous

Amerindtan communitics are
the best form of conscrvation.

For s ithe administra-

tton of Prestdent Desmiond

Hoyte insists that it has done

more for the Amcerindians than

cither the British adminisira-
tion or the previous

govern-
ment of Dr Chedd! Jagan'y

People’s Progressive Party
(PI*Y.

A government spokesman
the Pcoplcs

said 1t was
National Congress (PNC) gov-
crnment Lthat

Amcrindians title 1o their

lands, and that mere schools
and hcalth lacilitics were built

by the lloyte government than

by any other. The Amerindian
population, he addoed, had in-
creased from about 13,000 to
about 45 000 as a result.

Amcrindian lcadcrs counter
that by saying the government
handpicks rcprosentlatives for
such communitics, and these
sl rubber-sia .
nmlrp-uhch. nl’l.l::ll'n m-
advaniage of Amerindian
communilics.

The dissalisflaclion about

Amcrindians of Lhis side of the
Amarzonian rainforesl is echoed

in ncighbouring Drazil, where
some Amcrindian tribcs are
fearful ol exlinclion because
planned devclopuwent projects
give little consideralion to
their well-being. — Gemind

gave

tribesman in holds a
A bow taul ., aims and

releases an arrow into
the heart of a young pig.

Others wearing connicle
gourds on their genilalia
gather around for the ritual
skinning as Al a young guide,
begins ‘recounting days of tur-
moil and years of pain.

Owver a decade ago, -
ment helicopicrs sir vil-
lages and pilots hit with poi-
soned arrows crashed to the

"The men in our village
b t down one hclicopter
and killed the pilot, but many
villagers were killed,” said Al
who was then a young boy, but
now works lor a lour agency as
a porier for USS3 a day.

Even today, a clash of valucs
between Asian administralors
from other i{slands and
Mclanesian ans or “frizzy
hairs,” fuels an fnsurgency
spearheaded by (ribesmen
with arTows.

As recenily as 1979, new
villages were being, discovered
in isolated jungle vallcys of
Inan Jaya, Indonesia’'s half of
new Cuinea. The Baliem high-
lands near Wamena, consid-
ered by many anthropologists
to be an ancient centre of ad-
vanced agrarian civilisation in
Weslern New guinea, were
discovered by an American pi-
ot in 1938

Indonesian sovercignly
over Iran Jaya is very much a
product of the Cold War era.

In 1963, the Dutch gov-
ernment, gving in o pruessure
from American officials,

o allow the Indonesian mili-
lary to take over Weslern New
Gutnea.

The Netherlands, claiming
that #t was prcparing, the
colony for independence, gave
in under re from US ol
ficials who feared that the
Soviet Union was on the verge
of funnelling arms to the
Indonesians. .

* Todays conflicts are mainly
over the use of the 31 milhon
hectares of forested land that
represents Asia's largest pris-
tine rainforest.

A world Wildlife fund report
describes Irtan Jauya as a
"lightly populated land of
dense unbroken rainforest.
girded by coral recls and crys
tal walers, ~

The terrain ranges [rom

DHAKA SATURDAY JANUARY 4, 1992

P ] a—————————————————————————————————————————————
Conflicts Arise Over Asia's
Largest

forests o an
equalorial glacier, less than
100 miics inland.

Intellectuals and Wesicrn
sources in  Noew Guinea sadd in
recent interviews thatl the gov-
ernment s altcmpts o corner
resources and change Lhe
Ifesiyle of indigecnous inhabi-
tants arc fucling an insurgency

consisting primarily of angry
nalives with bows and arrows.

Formally known as Lhe
Organisasi ["'apua Mecrdcka
{OPM) or "The free Papua
Movement™. The rebel group
kidnapped four misstonarics,
including an American iIn
neighbouring Papua Necw
Guinca in mid-November. The
rcbels demanded that Papua

A clash of values fu-
els an insurgency
spearheaded by tribe-
smen with poisoned
arrows |

new Guinca drop fts planncd

military cooperation with
Indonesia
The hostage-taking, the

first of iis kind iIn over a
decade, appeared 1o be in re-
sponse Lo the Indonesian gov-
ernment’'s rccent announce-
ment that fis neighbour was
returning 800 nominal refugee
tribcamen who fled Western
New Guinca in 1984 and had
agrecd 1o military cooperation.

Though another disallecied
10,000 civillans remain across
Lhe border, Papua New Guinca
has rcporiedly agreed o por-
mit Indoncsian 1 o cross
its border In © hol pursull”™ of
rebels.

Local police officials down-
play the thrcal of the OI'M
even In arcas where Lhey are
known o have the greatest in-
fluence.

But political aclivisis and
some of the handful of intclloc
tuals In Weslern New Guinea
say the group has gained sup
port since Lhe respected and
US-educated Dr, Thomas
Wapal Wanggal shocked
authoritics by raising the OI'M
indcpendence [lag al i
cercmony in 988,

The Indonesian govormument
olaims that is its Lask, a tusk 1t
says it is carrying out on a datly

Forest

Prastn
I-ln-ui:'*'-um

they have education.

health care and a lormal

siruciure in

a land once

[
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livisis.
marginalised Lhe

value system which is Lthe main
clement of indigenous culture.”

gradually

spoke lo.
and culture have a

impact on the children. The
best teachers are outsiders.
They bring a good influence to
this reglon.”

Supporters of the OPM
point 10 past examples of land
rights conflicts caused when
the government handed over
land of indigenous tribes to
multinational firms, the most

rominent being Freeport
nternational, a US copper
mining firm.

When Frecport ¢
raids and allacks from
Amungme tribcsimen, accused
by the Indonestan governmemt
ol having been provoked by the
OI'M, Jukarta gwe the firm au-
thorisation Lo hclp organise
the rescitlement of nalive in-
husbitants.

Morc reecntly a Canadian
firm, Ingold, has begun making
good on coniract o use hy-
draulic drilling techniques in

the highlands ncar the Oksibil
rcgion. =5 Lk"ﬁl'

Cars 1n

HAT would happcen
W if Asia converils (s

bicycics, pedicabs and
walkways into passenger cars
and motorways?

Asia is expecled o increase
its automotive ownership twice
as fast as any othcr region.

About 80 pcr cent of all cars
are now located in the indus-
trialised world, which Is
reaching a saturation point.
The future of widescale aulo-
motive ownership, then, is in
the developing world.

The United States has one
registered passenger car for
every 1.8 citizens, compared

Asia

train thousands upon thou-
sands of mechanics and import
and rcfine millions of gallons
ol petrol.

As its population doubles
over the next threc-quarters of
a century, Indig would have Lo
be ready for a [lcet of 1.6 bil-
lion cars — and the infrastruc-
ture and fucl costs that go
along with them.

US-style car owncrship in
China today would rcprescnt
603 milllon cars. This is
roughly onc-and-a-hall timcs
the world's present car popu-
lation.

cly: The US and Weslcrn
Europe devole exiraordinary
rcsources to the production,
scrvices, infrastructure, fucl

and maintenancce assocfatced
with the automobile.

In 1988, for cxample, the

- United States spent ncarly 10

per cent of its Gross National
I’roduct, or US$462 billion, on
the purchase and owner ship
of cars, including busincss-rc

lated use. Americans, accord-
ing to the latest available [ig-
urcs, make about 70 per cent
of all their home-fo-work trips
in their cars, comparced with

at the crossroads |

to come. Asia's declining fer-
tility rate, the average number

of children women will have
during their childbcaring
years, in a statistical mirage at
the moment. While the average
woman is, in fact, having fewer
children, so many more
women are rcaching childbear-
ing ycars now and in the necar
future an unp nied num-

ber of Asia children will be
bormn.

"For Lhe large countries of
Asia,” World Bank demogra-
phers recently noled, “the
numbers of people added each

The vehicular motorisation of Asia would sorely tax the global
environment by Win P Carthy

m__—__—___

with one for every 60 Asians.
Of the 46.9 million regisicred
r cars in Asia, 30.7
are found in Japan.

!

If Japan is excluded from
the calculation, Asia would
I'-ll:theh-tslr mumber of cars
per capita ol any major geo-
graphic area and not as many
units as the US state of
California. Japan now has car
ownership patterns to Eur-

ope’s.

The resources expended to
satisfy the average citizen's
dream of a car of his own indi-
cate national
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If, by some magic, China
swapped ls eslimated 300
million bicycles for aulomo-
biles, it would dramaltically
draw down such finite global
resourccs as iron, orc,
petroleum and bauxite. Far-
miands and urban space would
have to be paved over to
accommodale an appropriate
road system.

The vehicular motorisation
of Asia would sorcly tax the
global environment. Realily
also dictates that Asia
shouldn’t try to emulale the
US prodigal passion for cars.
The cost would be prohibilive.

In China, for example, the
purchase price of a Flal
minicar cquals an esUmatced
16 ycars’ wages for an average
citizen.

And the cost of im-
ported fucl for huge fleets
would be out of the qucstion
for most countrics. Trallic
jams in Scoul, Tokyo, Calculla,
Karachi and othcr major citics
dramatise the limits of prescent
road systems,

In addition to the problem
of cost, there is Lhe issue of ¢f-
ficiency.

Tests have demon-
straled that a lanc of traflic de-
voled to cars (with four pas-
sengers per vehiclke) will allow
8,000 pecople Lo pass a given
point in an hour, comparcd

~Jvith 30,000 for buses or trol-

leys on a scparate lane and
50,000 for rapid transit.

The personal passcnger car,
apart from the bus and truck,

epitomises the consumcr soci-

only 4.6 per cent by public
transportation.

The money Amcricans
spend per year on their cars is
roughly equivalent to the com-
bincd ss national products
— or all the goods and scrvices
produced annually — of China,
Pakistan, the Philippines,
Dangladesh, Myanmar and Sri
Lanka.

_ The US spends nearly
three times morc on lrans-
portation than on education.

Widespread car ownership
has a variety of collateral costs.

In both Europe and the US,
deaths due to motor vehicles
approach 50,000 annually. Car
theft in the US now tops 1.4
million wvehicles annually, or
more than every single regis-
lered passenger car in China,
Indonesia, Malaysia or the
Philippines. In addition there
arc such crucial fssucs as

petrol dependency, pollution
and agricultural land lost Lo

roadways.

Basic demographics {llus-
trate the region's potential as a
car market. Roughly six oul of
len people on earth are Asian,
a rulio that is expccled to hold
well into the 21st century.

No country anywhere ap-
proaches either China or India
in population. Those two coun-
lrics alone have slightly more
than 2 billion of the world's

currcnt tolal population of 5.3
billion.

Further, Asia cannot count
on slable population growth to
moderate demand in the years

ycar arc so large as to be difli-
cult to visualisc. India adds to
ils populaltion cvcry ycar as
many people as live in Nepal or
Australia, whilc the annual in-
crease in Pakistan is cquivalent
lo onc-and-a-hall Singapores.™

By worldwide pulation
standards, DBangladcsh (114.5
million), Indoncsia (190 mil-
lion), Japan (124 million),
South Korca (43 million),
Pakistan (115 million) and
Victnam (70 million) repre-
sent huge markets.

World Bank dcemographers
predict that Asia’s 1990 popu-
lation of roughly 3.1 billion
people will' reach 6.3 billion by
2075.

The expected doubling
of the region's population
within 85 ycars would create a
populatfon greater by one bil-
lion than today's world total.

The average Aslan's desire
for personal transportation,
nevertheless, is manifest in
virtually cvery nation. As a re-
sult, increasing modernisation
brings many countrics of the
rcgion to the proverbial fork in
the road.

Will Asian countries try to
fulfill the car wish? Or will the
globe’'s most pupulous region
try a mix ol accessible public
transportation and population
control to balance aspirations
with available resources?

The answer will go a long
way toward deciding whether
the world is Lo practice sus-
tainable development.

— Depthnews Asia.

NVIRONMENTALISTS

major battle. President
Ranasinghe
given in to protests
directed the Power

and
and

coast.

The move followed a mam-
moth debate by press and sem-
inar on energy options for this

Astan island. A powerful group
of vested interests backed by

scveral foreign countries had
becn lobbying for more than

five years for the coal projcct.

Sri Lanka, like most coun-
tries, urgently needs to find

Chntury technology.
The coal lobbyists argued
both in cost and outpul, and

were willing to back-the pro-
ject.

Premadasa shot down the
proposal and told the Power
and Energy Ministry to seck

energy.

project would have to rcly on
foreign exchange.

The better alternatives,
they said, werc to harncss the
remaining rivers for hydro-
power, introduce solar encrgy,
and bufld mini-hydro power
projects using the many
streams and bio-gas projects.

At present, the largest
source of non-commercial en-
ergy — n 70 per cent —
comes from fuelwood, agricul-
tural residues and animal

waste. Commercial cnergy is
ddcpendcnt mainly on electric-
ity and petroleum.

The country’s
the Mahawcli, p
the hydro-powcr, gencrating
nearly 750 megawalts annually,

st river,

Another 270 mcgawalls comes
from thermal plants.

h ‘Environmentalists arguc
that fuclwood is the most vi-
able and appropriate alicrna-
tive for the country, providing
widcspread local employment
without saddling future gencr-
ations with an increasingly
massive tmport bill.

Their advocates, Ray
| Wijewardene and P.G. Joseph,

in Sri Lanka have won a
Premadasa has

E Ministery to abandon
building a coal-fired powcr
plant at Mawella on the south

cxtra energy sources for 21st

that theirs was the best option,
that foreign multlinationals

viable alternative sourccs of

The main argument of the
environmentalists was thal be-

cause Sri Lanka has no coal the
imports at a heavy drain of

mosl of

Gamini Navaratne

A plan to build a coal-fired power plant on the south
coast of Sri Lanka has been defeated by the green
lobby. The government has backed instead a project
thar will involve massive tree-planting and the ex-
ploitation of the country’s wood potential. This,
environmenialists argue, will be a more economical
way of producing energy and save saddling future
generations of coal-less Sri Lanka with huge import

bills.

said in an article in a leading
daily. The Island, that 600,000
hectares of scrubland could
conscrvatively produce 7.8
million tonnecs of wood

annually, equivalent to two
million tonncs of oil.

They estimate this quantity
of wood could generale clec-

- tricity equal lo the prescnt an-

nual consumption of hydro-
power.

They also say small farmer
participation is csscntial if [u-
elwood is Lo be cllectively cx-
plofted. It would provide work
for more than 200,000 [ami-
lies (on the 600,000 heclarcs

of scrubland alone), cach with
a sustainable income of Rs.
35,000 a ycar,

They say: "Such a pro- -

gramme for the comprchen-
sive cxploilation of the tree
and wood polential of the
country would be in the order
of the magnitudc approachin

that of the gigantic Mahawcli
river development pr me
but with.a major difference: it

+will not requirc tremcndous

foreign invesuncnt and loans.”

The article said that the
Food and ' Agricultural

Organisation's Forcst Products
Division, with cxperience in

such programmcs In scveral |

Greens Win Battle Against Coal Power Plant

Asian, Pacific and Soulh
American counirics, was well-

equipped Lo help.

As the prelude Lo Lthe pro-
gramme a massive tree plant-
ing campaign would be
nceded. The Premadasa gov-
ernmenrt has committed itsclf

lo participalory forestry.

The target is the rural
houschold and its associated
land. Settlers in new land de-
vclopment schemes, cspecially
in the north-central region,
arc to be given help lo re-
eslablish traditional Lree cover
and home gardens.

The Asian Development
Bank has to contribute
$14.3 million to the project

The beneficiaries, the farmers,
ar¢ cxpected to contribute 85
million, mainly through their
labour.

Another 85 million in
assistance is expected from
international donors.

— GEMINI NEWS

(About the Author: Gamini
Navaratne is-a Sri Lankan jour-
nalist who runs his own agency
in Colombo, Sandesa Press
Agency. For several years he
cdited The Independent
Salurday Revicw in Jallna and
now publishes it in Colombo.)

The Bay of Bengal and the coastal areas are struck by natural disasters from time to time.

— Photo by 8. Faruque




