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Thnulh the Dhaka City

Corporation (DCC), the author-
z murtn.ll'uﬁck

., has stopped issuing li-
for tricycles since
1987, scores of new rickshaws

yellow number plates, suppos-
the DCC,

e
the mushroom growth of
unauthorised small-scale
Rickshaw-asscmbling houscs.
These are In addition to the
hundreds of makeshill sireel-
side rickshaw-rcpairing shops.

*The Dhaka Cily Cnrpo-

g ————

ration has issucd no lcence to
make rickshaws or scll ric-
kshaw fittings,” admitted a
DCC source.

"Anarchy is prevailing in the
administration of rickshaws,”
he said.

Police arc rcsponsible for
management of rickshaws on

By Asiuzzaman

any
numbers until the DCC autho-
rises them. The DCC lacks ad-
cquate manpower to conlrol
rickshaws.

In the past the police, .In
cooperation with DCC.
nulr-m‘ml allempls 0 Lame
the unruly rickshaws. But Unelr

4
rL

attempls failed mainly because
of the resistance from rick-
shaw owners and pullers.
According 1o a. source, more
than 6 lakh people, both own-
ers and pullers are dependent
on rickshaws.

During the rule of deposed
president Ershad ccrtain so-

called VIP siLcels were made
off-limits for rickshaws 10 head
off traffic jams. The rickshaw
pullers still resent the move
and sneak in'o the banned ar-
cas whenever they get a
Trafe police, suflc

The sulffering
“ ol r, oflen
find #t difficult to tame Lhe

The Brily Star
Rickshaws : Prime traffic chokers in ci

trol the city’s burgeoning traf-
fie, Mmﬂlqm-n-

nior is an
uphl‘t-k.
"People do nﬂl:n hllml us

for traffic jams. Butl can you
imagine a traffic that
has thou of untrained

rickshawpullers who grab
rickshaws and come out on the

rickshaws, which necver ply
through the lane of a strect
specified for them.

The city's 2,432-kclometre-
long street has now 873 urallic
beats, 586 of them unmanncd
most of the time for shoriage
of stafl. Therc are 854 consla-
bles and 76 scrgeanis Lo con-

)r L

sireels, migrating to Lhe cily
straight from a paddy fcld?” a
senior Lraffic police ofli¢ial

%mdrﬁ:m

is linked to the socto-eco-
nomic problem of the country,
The authoritics will have (o
think of alternative jobs for

rickshaw pullers In case they
th“uuulthm-

“llere comes the gqucstion
of political decision. We can
manage the traffic side of the
problem, but the tical side
of it must be looked afier by
the politicians,” the official
said.

The policc and the DCC
have identified |8 cily points
that are most vulnerable to
traffic jam mainly because of
rickshaws. These Include
Motijheel Commercial Area,
Gulistan, Mouchak, Farmgate,
Fakirapool, Tikatuli,

Malt Mahakhali and most
the old city.

A DCC official dealing with
the rickshaw problem for
many years has a number of
suggcestions o lessen iraflic
jams at these during the
peak hours. are : The
movement of rickshaws must
be controlled Lo a tolkcrable
number; peoplc should be en-

nol lo use rickshaws
on short runs, should
be built for commuters; con-
stanl watch by police 1o ensure
that rickshaws follow thcir
own lanes.

For the city as a whole his

tions are: Development

of a well-organised public
transport sysicm by introduc-
ing morc buscs. especially
double-deckers, ton of
the sireets for motorised and
non-molorised vchicles, com-
parking lots for mul-

slo commecrcial houses and
shopping complexcs and in-

i tton of trams.
"Dhaka is alrondy a jungle of
rickshuws. We nmy have o live
with rickshaws, bul the autho-
ritics can al jcast restrict
their growth and Lame the
pullcrs to abide by rules,” said
a businessaman, oomimules
by rickshaw from his house in
thbu.g‘h lo his shop in New
Market six days a week.

PMurges NGOs

From Page 1 Col 7
dressed by Social Wellare and
Women's Affairs Minister
Tariqul Islam, Dr Delwar Alf
Khan,

deputy tative ol
the UNICEF uﬁ Latifa Kibria,

Chairman, Mohila Unnayan

Samity, Chapainababgan.
The function, held at the

day morning, was pre
over by State Minister for
Social Welfare and Women
Aflairs Begum Sarwari Rahman.

The Prime Minisler said

in mainstream of

national development for so-

cio-economic development of

women and to protect their in-
terest.

Women development re-

ing countries, she said adding
equal rights of men and
women in all national spheres

ferred to the government's
s of compulsory

primary education and waiving
of fees of the girls students
arcas to in-

rate.

. Decision to fill up the posts
of primary teachers by
ting 60 per cent women

:
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" in the

has alrcady been taken, the
Prime ‘Minisicr added.
Pointing 1o various pro-

grammes laken up by the
Women Allairs Minisiry on
technical training for womwen,
credit facilitics, adult Hicracy,
day-care [acilitics for the op-
resscd women and legal aid
or the aggrieved women,
Khaleda Zia said the demo-
cratic government has gearcd
up these programmes in a dy-
namic way.

Mentionir.g credit facility
programme for rural women in
alleviating their poverty, the
Prime Minisicr said wellare of
the pcople is the aim of the
present democralic govern-
ment.

Woman
From Page 1 Col 8

the weavers had arranged a
rally in the area and put four
Indian sarees to fire. It is not
true that the womien were

stripped-off or they had hid 4 g, jast Tuesday.

themselves in their houses.
The news item published

in this regard was totally false,

motivated and confusing.

The government reiterales
its dcterminalion to slop
smuggling and at thc same
feels that publication of such
item would create hindrance
drive against smug-
gling, the press nole said,

The préss nolc said, it is
expected that all concerned
quartcrs through puhllshing
objective news would make cl-
fective contribution to the
process of allaining cconomic

development of the country
and the natfon.

Z[llxinalllllquy'lalll

Page 1 Col 5 '
that the '#urhing Commillce
would meet again Jan 7 Lo de-
cide l.hl:u' s course of ac-
Inlrodnmd or not, the bjll
will keep the winter session
warm. BNP sources indicated

that the party was o preparing
to face the Awami if the

constilutional process, a
highly-placed BNP source said.

According to litical
sources both the and the
Awami League are planning lo
muster their

on iis political aspeet.

The Minister, who spclled
out BNFP's lalest stand on the
bill, said that the killing of
Sheikh Mujit had lost its legal
appcal since no FIR was lodged
even 40 days alter the assassi-
nation.

“The Indemnity Ordinance
was promulgalcd by Khandker
Mush Ahmed one month
ard 10 days after the killing of
Sheikh Mufjib. If t wore sin-
cere they could have f[iled

lakhs of FIRs. lHow can they
¢xpect cooperation [rom us
when they themsclves were
nol sincere about {t,” the min-
istcr said.

He, however, said Lhat the
BNP believed in ending, the
politics of killings and coups.
"We are prepared to coopcerale
with it (Awami League) f 1t
wants to amend the Constitu-
tion against the rccurrence ol
coups and political killings.
There is no point in looking
back, we want to look for-

ward,” he said.
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Cold spell

From Page |1 Col 8

during the month under the
influcnce of two weslerly dis-
turbances. :

Mild to moderate cold
waves may sweep Lhe country,
the Met Office also said.

The lowest lemperalure
recorded Thursday in the
country was 7 degrees Celsius
in Rangpur. In the capital
minimum cmperalure was
recorded at 12 degrees
Celsius.

Met oflice said that night
temperature may fall by 2 1o 3
degreces Cclsius during the
next 36 hours commencing 6
pm Thursday.

UNB adds from Sirajganj:
Ten more people fell prey Lo
the cold wav: during the last
36 hours raising the death toll
to 20 in the district, unollicial
sources said.

Tarash is the worst allected
upazila where {ive pcople were
reportedly killed by Lhe cold
wave that gripped the district
as clsewherc in the country

They arc Joinul Abedin (50)
of wvillage Tarash, Tolina
Khatun{30) and Liton{4) ol wil-
lage Kohith, Islamuddin(58) of
Sogura and Buri Khatun (18],
Hotol Chala village.

Two old mcn of village
Charmalshapara in Sadar
Upazila died of the cold, fam-
ily sources said.

AL: Golam Azam

From Page 1 Col 5

Expressing concern at the
"myslerious silence” of the rul-
ing party over the issuc, the AL
working committee resolution
said Lhe Jamaat could show the

"audacity” of declaring Golam

Azam as its chiel only because
of the "appeasement policy”
and patronisation of anti-
Liberation forces by the ruling

party.
10 killed

From Page 1 Col &
complexes.

The death are: Baker Molla
(55), village Manika Ahmed
Sheikh (23), village Adampur,
Majfbur Rahman (28), vill
Jikatuly, Bahauddin Shetk
(45), village Huglikandi of
Bhanga thana, Abdul Bashar of
Ramchandrapur, Sadarpur
thana and Mamun (16)
[address unknown). The four
others who died at Faridpur
Sadar Hospital could not be
identified ,

Reshuffle

From Page 1 Col 8

Badruddoza Chowdhury into
the cabinet may be [inalised
after his return, f[rom a private
trip abroad, party sources said.
He is expected to be back by
the middle of this month.

Dr Chowdhury was
Education Minister in the BNP
cabinet but was dropped dur-
ing the reshuffle in Scptember
last.

According to the sources,
replacement of at lcast one
minister and some State
Ministers is being considered
by the party leadership and
some BNP stalwarts are en-

gaged In lobbying for a place in
the cabinet.

Amendment to family

laws demanded

Some eminent lawycrs of
the country addressing a sem-
inar in the city on Thursday
stressed the necd for reforma-
tion of cxisting laws relating to

women's rights.

The spcakers were also

unanimous on the introduction
of a 'universal family code’ in
consisicnce with the existing
family laws to rid the women
communily ol various repres-

sions concerning marriage,
dowry, divorce and inheritance

of property.

Organised by the
Bangladcsh Mahila Parishad at
the Jatlya Press Club audito-
rfum, the seminar at ‘Women's
Rights and Reformation of
Laws’, was addressed by
former Chiel Justice
Kamaluddin lossain, Darrister

Ishtiaq Ahmed, Dr Kamal
Hossain, former justice K M
Sobhan an Debesh
Bhattyacharjee, Barrister
Amirul Islam, and Advocate
Mesbahuddin, Advocate Jead
Al-Mamun presented the key-
igbal Sobhan Choudhury and
Parishad General Sccretary
Ayesha Khanam alsa spoke on
the occasion while the organi-
sation's I’resident Poct Begum
Sufia Kumal was in the chain

The speakers were of the
view thal public opinfon must
be crcaled on the reformation

‘country

By Staff Correspondent

of rclevant laws to ensure
women's rights guaranieed in
Lthe constlitution under the
present democratic atmo-
sphere. They also urged the
concerned authorities to take
the maller into consideration.

Barristcr Ishtiag Ahmed
proposcd formation of a high-
powcred commission lo rec-
ommend necessary amend-
ments o the existing laws re-
garding women’s righis. Such a
commission with representa-
tion of lcgal experts and reli-
gious groups could help intro-
ducc ncw laws for the wellare
of family life. In this connec-
tion, he rcferred to the refor-
mation of Islamic laws in some
of the Muslim countries.

Former Chicl Jusltice
Kamaluddin llossain de-
manded withdrawal of condi-
tions imposed by the
Bangladesh government on the
implemtluun of the UN-de-
clared convention on women's
rights.

Mr Hossain said the demo-
cratic government in Lhe
would be lled to
fulfil the demand of the
women cdommunity. lie also
pointed oul rthal women were

al diffcrent times in

the name of religion and called
upon Lhe pcoplc o be vocal
ll’. :.n:f misinilcrpretation

Dr Kamal |lossain opined
that the UN convenlion on
women might nol be possible
to enact herv due to rcligious
misinicrpretations. lle appre:
hended thal some reactionary
clements might be oul lo
protest the reformists. llc,
therefore, siid a conscnsus
must be evolved on such a is-
sue through wider discussions
by various quarcrs.

Justice K M Sobhan said
that any law might be amcnded
in accordance with the social
reality and the nced of the
hour. llc allcged that laws in
Bangladesh were amendcd

only with po'itical dcsign, not
for bringing about the well-be-

ing of the people.
Justice Sobhan gy felt
the neod for formation of a law

commission gencrally existing
in cvery couniry to bring
amendments Lo laws.

Barrisicr Amirul Islam cx-
pressed grave concern over
the increasing number of di-
vorcees and floaling women in
the country due to, whal he
said existing marital rulcs.
Islam also suggested the cx-
pansion of tae jurisdiction of
the family court and called for
restructuring the arbitration
board Lo makc it more cflec-
tive to solve the problems of
the couples. .

| Jessore,
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goods continues

By Staff Correspondent
The government drive Chuadanga, Kushtia and
against smugglers and smug- Bagerhat towns.
gled goods continucd Thursday The drive would resume

in the capital as well as in al-
most all the districts of the
country, officials said.

However, officials admitted
that Th is drive, that in-
cluded searc and seizures
of llegal commodities in mar-
kets and shopping centres

results.

InD a task force com-
posed of Customs oflicials and
members of the BDR and the
police, raided the Century
Arcade shopping centre in

. The team, however,
returned empty handed, said
one of its mem :

Similar anti-smuggling op-
erations were also conducted
in Chittagong, Rajshahi and
Khulna divisions, barring
Khulna town, according to offi-
clals.

The search and scizure op-
erations could not take place
in Khulna Thursday because of
a dawn-to-dusk hartal in the
town, said a district official.

The Additional Divisional
Commissioner lold The Daily
Star by telephone that the
members of the task force
Wednesday recovered fllegal
goods worth Taka 36,623 from
different shopping centres in
Khulna, Magura,

Saturday, he said. Delails of the
drive and the recovery made
were not immediaicly available.

When contacted, the chiefl
of the task force and member
of the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) Shah Abdul
Hannan said that opcrations
were conducted in all the
parts of the country.

Belter control along the
border areas was reslored and
security and surveillance at all
the entrances to the country
including the sea « border
checkposts and the Zia
International Alrport were

strengihcned, he said.

The task force chicl said
that screen nst the con-
traband goods g the high-
ways and the river ports was
also intensified.

The NBR member hoped
that the drive, with the con-
certed cllorts of both the gov-
ernment and the people,
wouvld end lmfln&m the
country once and

"It i1s very significant that
the businessmen of Lthe coun-
try have joined the govern-
ment (o cradicate lmuﬂlll::
that is l:rlr:rliul the

said.

economy,

Flag meeting
From Page 1 Col 8
Bangladesh has proposcd in
writing to hold the sccond
flag meeting at Teknal on
7.
Mcanwhile, three transit
ts on Bangladesh-Myanmar
rder at Teknal h‘ll';:ft re-
um tndly,, which were

mar on
Dmnmbernhlll'u the
December 21 Lunthin on

Rezupara BDR camp killing
one jawan, injuring seven
others and looting arms and
ammunition.

The reo transit points
arec Nhila, Teknal and
Gundhoom.

According to lalcst reports
160 nalionals en-

tered Bangladesh with short
transit permission while a
similar number of Bangladesh
nationals entered Myanmar
with transit pass.

Transit pass [acilitics have
been available to the people of
border arcas according to the

rovisions of the 1980
Ban{lnd:lh -Myanmar border
ment.

Arakanese Muslims enter-
ing DBangladesh said that

authorities in Arakan
had increased (troops and
weapons concentration nlanﬂ
their border with s
and further (intensi their
atrocities on Arakanese
Muslims.

Police at Teknal and Ukhia
arrested five nation-

als on suspicion of spying dur-

| ing the past two days.
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the African Continent, spent a

cha

in
| meditating for strenglth and inspiration

and

Before conductirg his first day

of business Ghali of Egypt. the first Scorctary-General from
few UN

his

mormenis

did before him, reports Reuler.

Pro-danocracymarchinAlgiers

ALGIERS,

Jan 2: At least 300,000

nwmmmmmmmm

victory by Muslim fundamentalists bent on creating an

an [slamic

state, an AFP reporter said. A third of the marchers were
women. There was no official confirmation of the 300,000

turnoul,

which was estimated by

journalisis present. The

organizers said at least twice that number look part.

From Page 1 Col 4
comforiable balance of pay-
menis  situation in 19890-91
largely on account of higher

The BCI leaders viewced that
the worker's sirikes, rise in
wages with no rviation to pro-
ductivity, high intlerest raics
on credits and restrictive  role
of the ment lowards In-
dustrial devclopment were
hampering the invesiment
environment in Lthe country.

Prescnt law and order situa-
tion is discou for the en-
treprencurs, | business
leaders observed. They urged
the government o lake mea-

Golam Azam

for its citizens only. The
Article 38 of the Constitution
reads: ‘Evcry citizen shall have
the right 1o form associations
or unions.’
‘A man not bound (o abide
the Constitution and laws of
cou can nol be a part

of the country's ‘:lltr".lc;:

mechanism’, -uu.d
Lutfar. the Article
21 of the Cﬂ'lltﬂu h: said,
the citizens of the country
are bound to abide by Lhe laws
and Lhe Constitution of the
country, not the ke
Golam Azam. The Article 21
reads: ‘It is the duty of every
citizecn o observe the
Constitution and the laws, o
maintain discipline, to per-

form public duties and to pro-
tect public property’.

oflicial sources have
confirmed that Golam Azam
had not yet becn granied the
citizenship of the country.
Sources say an Influential
quarter of thc government
considers Prolcssor Azam a

r.

According lo a highly
placed source, the Prime
Minister has had informal de-
liberations with some of her
cabinet collcagues who hail
from legal profession on this
issuc on Wednesday last.

According to the source,
some of these cabinet mem-
bers argued that governmcent
could not grant citizenship lo
Golam Azam because of the
fact that there was no dispule
even { over his role in
1971.

The others however argued
that as Professor Azam had
been living in the country
since 1978, he could be
granted the citizenship. Prime
Minister hersell did not make
any comment on Lhis issue
during the discussion, the
source informed.

A constitutional expert who
preferred y told The
Daily Star that under the
Bangladesh Citizenship (Tem-
porary Provisfon) (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 1978, the
government has no right o

t citizenship to a man who
allegiance (o another
state,

The ordinance of 1878
reads: 'A person shall not ...
qualify himsclf to be a citizen
of Bangladesh il he— owes, af-
firms or acknowledges, ex-
pressly or by conduct, alle-
glance to a [forcign state.’
‘Golam Azam is not only the
citizen of Pakistan, his alle-
giance to Bangladesh even
alter its indcpendence was nol
unqucstionable’, said Barrister
Amirul Islam. Golam Azam had
consistently campaigned
nst Bangladesh in the M dh
East cven long after f(ts
independence, he added.

The Jamaat has clcarly vio-
lated the Constitution of
Hungladcihbr giving Golam

Azam its membership and ap-
pointing him as the chief of
the party: the government
should take lcgal aclions
against Jamsaat, said Barrisicr
Islam. Barrisicr Lutfar said,
‘Jamaat is olackmailing the
whole country and the prople
of Bangladesh lo give defaclo
citizenship to Gulnm Azam
which is immoral and govern-

ment should for lcgal ac-
tions against I*rt::f:mr ﬂm to
show (ts respect for the
Constitution of the country.
Awami League, however,
should not avoid its rcspon-
sibility to mobilise mass sup-

port for the government in
this regard, he added.

Editorial on page 4

Wage hike

sures to arrcst lawjessncss in
the country.

The president of BCL. AM
Subid AN said the loeal indus-
tries are harc hit by smuggling
that has rendcered them ‘sick’.

He also jdentified “H_d-cv
quacy of running capital, un-
realistic sicps 1o realise
faulted loans a
*unsympathclic” allitude
the ment  towards Lhe
realisation of Lhe loans as a
barrier o indusirialisation n
the country.

“The business community is
wsuffering from a scnse of Inse-
curity”, he said, adding. Lthat
this would also discourage
foreign investment.

busincssmen sald about
1600 units have become sick
over Lthe past years. They said
over Taka 1800 crore has been
invested in these industiries.
They urged Lhe government (o
take nocessary steps (o revamnmp
these units.

Sharil Alzal leossain, the
Sentor Vice-'restdent of BCI
said that the government
should monitor the implemen-
tation of the policies under
taken by the government. lle
said the government should
not agree on Lhose terms of
the donor agecncics that might
have any adverse effect on
bullding a sclf-sustaining ccon-

wlhuhd Khan, an industri-
alist, said any seillemcnl on
the wage issuc should be made
by the owncrs and nol b‘y the
government. lic said i Lhe
governmenl takes whimsical
sicps on the indusirial scclor,
the entreprencurs  would opt
for other ventured insicad of
sciling up industries.

He said there must be Y
conscnsus on the basic issucs
between all the seclors con-
ccrned for a healthy growth of
industry.

Rashidul llasan, another
industrialist, said the ecountry’s
cconomy can not be made
hostage to the striking work-
ers. He said this situation
would discourage the local
and foreign investors as well.

Shantibahini

From Page 1 Col 7

other in a similar ambush at
Baghaichari upazila of

Khagrachari hill district
December 29.
Six other villagers were also

killed by the Shantsbahini in

the samc arca June 29. About
4,000 pcople have been killed
the insurgents lht Lrou-
bled Chittagong Hill Tracts
since the mi;l+*?ﬂl.
Sirimavo

From Page 1 Col 7
ouiside her aristo-
cratic circle o a favourile ac-
tor-turned-politician, Vijaya
Kumaratunga, who was later
assassinated by right-wing
Sinhalese insurgents.,

The Frcedom Parly was
founded by Soloman
Bandarnaike in 1951, threey

after Britain ted in<
ndcnce Lo what was the
led Ceylon. It was a middic-
or-the-road allcrnative o the
rightists of the United Nalional
Party and the Marxisis.

Double murder
From Page 1 Col 8

Ramna Police that he, his
wife and children were on an
outing at Savar during the in-
cident.

Our Dnﬁhim Hndil:allh‘c:lhﬂ
Correspondent adds au-
topsy reports of the viclims
said that they were killed with

sharp weapons.

A police team was sent to
home at

morn
back till the filling of this re-
port late last night, according
to the Ramna police.

Police said Shahjahan
was also accused of another
murder at Madhupur, was

Tangail jail and was re
nnh-.ll'rlbuutt-ntndlh-l



