Bangladesh becomes the First Asian

Member of the World Debating Council

by Syed Munir Khasru

honour came to

Banigadesh during the partict-
m of the University of
team in the 11th World

to become a full
member.

As the flirst voting member
from Asia,

voling

plonship.
The Universily of Dhaka
team was made up of
Syed Munir Khasru of
of Finance and

sponsorcd the Asia
Foundation, D . Strong
" was provided to tLhe
tcam by Jon Sum-
mers, Jill Tucker and Nipa
Reza of the Asia Foundation.

1990 at
the University of Toronlo.
Bangladesh was represented by
the author. Australia moved Lhe
motion in favour of Bangl-
adesh's membership # the

Debating Championship In  WDC and Grecce seconded it
intermational

wWas s
h for a number of

year's fcipation
esh to apply
membership of

the World Debating Council

The X1 World Debating
Championship, provided a
unigue opportunity to expose
the SAARC Debating Compe-
tition to a large audience. This

:

do you really belong? You
problem snapping
back into the poverty,
and squalor of your native
country. Your true home is
where you belong. Your soul

rejoices at the thought of
Bangladesh, especially a
democratic

complain about the same thing
these days. In our student

days, people travelled rick-
llmmrhttﬂmﬁlb:mmt
an jota of fear. This will be
considered suicidal these days.
The first choice of Bangla-

deshis as a place to emigrate is

Lative

mm&

other member countrics of

ticed and promoled in

h. The council mem-

bers were impressed by the
fact that one ol the state media
in Bangladesh organizes a de-
bate compelition cvery year.

The WDC members were ap-

preciative of Bangladesh's ini-
tiative in popularizing parlia-
mentary form: of debale in the
SAARC

n. The hosting of
the South Asian Inlervarsity

Debate Uy helped Bangla-
desh's l:: in the WDC. The

HOME, SWEET

City, for example, at the
conclusion of business day,
people depart handing it over
to the roaming criminals.
Some parts of Dhaka remind
one of those areas of New York.

Just as one can never really
return home, one cannot to-
tally leave it behind either.
Even in the USA, sooner or
later in the course of a conver-
sation people become curious
about your native country. Your
Americanism is always prel-
aced by your home country.
Although may consider
yourself wholly American,

there are others who will re-
mind you that you are not

quite.

Therefore, when one of
your compatriot lands in trou-
ble with the law, the whole
country is painted in a negative
shade. Recently a Bengali doc-

the USA. In some ways we have tor in New York has been ac-

attained parity with certain
places in the US. In crime-
infested areas of New York

cused of performing dnnfmu:
As the tabloids

abortions.
screamed, "BUTCHER I", Ben-

World Debaling Championship
in 1989 (Princeton Universily,
USA) and in 1990 (Clasgow
University, UK) and also in Lthe
Australasian C .
onship in 1989 Australia
National University, Canberra
also stre the casc for
B..nmo 's membership in
the , It was o..euJ by .
unanimous vote that Bangla-
desh be admitted to the
Council. )

Being the only representa-
tive from the East, Bangladcsh
had a constructive role o ply
in the WDC.

The WDC again mect on
January 5, 1991. In that

The author (2nd from left)
, seen with participants at

exposure was quite important  gyccessful participation of
for the eligibility of Bangladesh University of Dhaka {n the ° Toronto.

scope
r tion of in-depth
knowledge of the debaters.
This is necessary to enable de-
baters of diverse

th mu:kﬂ-u:mmm

some resolutions were so nar-

Western style of debating,
which is quite different from

delegate was supported by the
othcr members and it was de-
cided to take into considera-
tion such factors in future
World Debating

Championships.
Some countries suggestied

Fakhruddin Ahmed

galis looked for cover. It is so
unfair to judge a community by
the miscue of a single person;
unfortunately that is the fate
that befalls a minority
community.

The h community
in New York has  been
wounded by another contro-
versy recently — this one sell-

The author is a Rhodes
Scholar, a scicntist who now
lincs in Princeton, NJ USA. lle
recently visitor his homeland.

m

inflicted. Five women com-
plained to a New York Times
correspondent that DBangl-
adeshi men abroad maintain
the old country mentality, and
sometimes this makes for a
servant-master relationship
between the sexes. The men
were furious. Denying any male
wrong-doing. thcy chided the

HOME

women for washing their dirty
linen in public, accused them
of insulting
asked them to a
women defended their right o
speak the "truth”,

What is the truth? Have not
men, like men cv-

erywhere, exploited their
women? Women are cxpected
to get an cducation, a job, got
married, have children, cook
and entertain gucsts and be at
the service of husband. If
she failed in any of those du-
tics, especially child-bearing,
her life would be turned into
veritable hell. Society never
even questioned about the
possibility of male infertility.

, and
. The

the fect of eour mother?"
Instead of disputing estab-
lished facts, our men should
I-UE__EM out that in a sea

TEMPLE FOR THE GODS

N many paris of the

modern  world, people

with personal problems
seek remedy or solace by
visiting their psychiatrists — or
the ncarest bar.

Not so in llindu India; they
talk to their gods.

That's why, more than for
their own wellare or gratifica-
tion, they pamper their deilies
and enthrone them in temples
more opulent and richly fur-
nished than their own homes.

If you sce the home of
Anubhei Sanghavi, a succcsss-
ful businessman in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat State, you will be con-
vinced that Ilindu gods will be
kind lo you only if they are
housed in opulence.

At his 10-bedroom house,

vi has no carpets, no
comiortable sofas and no fancy
fittings.

But the temple room called
Puja Room, of Goddess Lak-
shmi, who protects the family
wealth, costs hundreds of

thousands of rupees, | n-

ation can run riot. Alter all, 1t
is all in exquisite marble.
Goddess Lakshmi is a three-
foot-high idol, made of beauli-
fully carved marble. She is
flanked by two clephants and

idols of the monkey god,
Hanmuman, and the clecphant
Ganpati. The goddess wears a
Rs. 2,000-worth sari. And
mind you, Lhis sari is jusl one
of the 15 in the wardrobe to
the goddess.

Mr. Sanghavi explains : "The
house of the goddess of wealth
has got to be betler than ours.
We are surviving because of the
goddess.”

People in the West might
look for stained windows
in beautiful churches. Here,
the urge is (o set up a room for
your f[amily where everyone
can pray togcther.

Typical of the new wave is
30-year-old Ms. Sangila shah,
wife of a business cxeculive,

"The tensions of modern
living require us to sel up a
worship room where we can
relax, meditate and try to find
answers Lo our problems.”

But in doing so, wealth

lays an important role, take
or instance 50-ycar-old

Gulshan Kumar, a Dclhi busi-
nessman, who now thinks he
has [inally arrived. Hc has built
a mini-temple on the top of his
house. Some 40 people can
congregale al one time and
participate in communily

o = o= gt T
- %

show

Young Bangladeshi women participating in a recent cultural

lln the

praycrs.

Mr. Kumar has taken great
pride in designing every tliny
detail of the temple. There are
scorcs of idols or "moortics”™ —
all from Jaipur sculpted a
wcll-known artist. These line
onc wall of the temple.

At the other end ol the
room is a three-fool scaled
marble figure of Mr. kumar's
mother. He worships his mo-
ther in the same way as he
would any . There is an
claborately designed silver
umbrella hanging from the
celling.

One can only the cost
of putting up uucﬂ?nl claborate
temple. It could casily mean
spending 500,000 rupces
(US840,000). But Mr. Kumar
belicves that money should not
come inlo the picture.

"It is my [celing that mal-
ters,” he told me, "and not the

amount of money | put in it -

We should nol even talk about
such things."

Take another couple —
Chander Nair and his wile
Jayanii. Chander, a busincss-
man, has decorated his room
with a southcrn ambience. The
room looks like a typical south
Indian temple with a gopuram
(gatc) and tarigar puram (res-
ting place of the idol).

Expensive tcak wood *was

1 " brought from the south and

carpcalers were flown in form

Cochin to build the temple

which ook six months to fin-
ish.It cost Rs. 25,000.

Psychologist Sudhir Kakkar
says Lhal llindus are so deeply
embedded in their ancient
riluals and beliels that, unlike
the West, they can seek the
answers o their problems by
“talking” to the gods.

Some couples want sound-
proofl worship rooms so that

arc not disturbed by nol
| child o

ren and the servants. On

the other hand, marble and
granite enjoy great populari

huﬁing of these l.tn'l:

ples. And for many familics,

Vimalbhai Shah, a’ :
trader based in Ahmedabad,
and his wile Naliniben, also

spend a large part of the day in

" the Puja Ropm of thejir resi-

dence.

The day for them begins al
6 a. m. by cleaning the r of
their mini-temple on the first
storey of their well-furnished
bungalow localed in the city's
posh Ellisbridge locality.

Then they painstakingly
wipe all the statues and fur-
nishings in the u:mt::. taking
carc nol to mar the beautifully
armnge appointments.

The ten-foot marble temple
of the Shahs is an exceptional
specimen of its kind. The main
statue of Lord Sambhavanath
and several other s ones
are made of [ine material
which consists mainly of cop-
per and nickel with small
quantities of god and silver.

The f¢ons are scated on
marble platforms carved exq-
uisitely into the walls, above
the platforms hangs a carved
umbrella supported by two
marble pillars.

Some people might be
repelled buy such extravidgant
display of finery. But for those
who devole great effort and
monecy to make the templcs
almost like beautiful works ol
art, nothing can be morc satis-
fying than getiing logether and
communing with the gods —
and being onc in the flesh and
spirit.

— Depthnelvs Asia

that the countries sending ophical Socioty.

it would give some countrics

unfalr influence was very much
inst democralic norms.
issuc remained unre-
solved and subject to further
discussion in next year's World
Debating Championship iIn
Dublin, Ircland. This issue
once again undtrscored the
need for more Asian countries
io participaic in the World
Debates 0 maintain the
Council's global character,

On Lhe organizational side
of a debale the following points
should be Laken carce of :

Emphasis should be given
on involving students who are
in thetr inftial yecars ol univer-
sity. This s them ample
time lo galher cxpericnce on
organizational aspects and
they have the scope of becom-
ing more skilled organizers in
thetr final years.

For DBangladcsh participa-
don in the X World Debating
C nship has been very

as it has led o the

counliry's recognition in the

debating world and she now

has the opportunily lo cxpress

her and Meas in the

w Porum. Also participa-

ton in such an cvent has been

and sclf fulfilling

for the mcmbers of the
University of Dhaka icam.

Besides the enrichment of
debating expericnee, an

cqually important factor is the
opportunity to intcract with so

many of diverse back-
puunmh cross-cultural
exchange of idcas and opintons
among studcnis always en-
hances international co-opera-
tion and undcrsia The
friendships that these -
onships gencrate are far more
enduring than the events
themsclves.

The author is Lthe President
of Dhaka University Theos-

of ty, we arc islands
of fidelity and chastity.

There are many qualitics we
can learn from the weslern so-
TJ — hard work, innovation

a desirc o be the very
best. Howewgr, the vices are
the casicst o uire. Looking
at the Hie style of many of our
men abroad, il appcars as
though they arc preparing for a
carcer in Bangladcsh | They
socialize only with Bangla-
deshis, do not talk to their
ncighbours, have nothing (o
do with their religion, insicad
dream of attai tncss in
Bangladesh wlﬂl;T They

forget that one cannot hold
office in a forcign governmwent

- without renouncing their US

passport and nationality [irst.

When the nt's mind are so
focussed on Bangladesh, theé
children have to bring

themselves up for a life in the
USA, with disastrous
conseguences.

Even our enterpri
to be misdirected. It is em-
barrassing to hear about
Bangladeshis caught along with
Haitians trying to enter the US
flicgally. Let me assure future
immigrants that is you a get a
decent education and are will-
ing to work hard, you can still
enter the US legally. Forgery,
cheating, corner-cutting, and
moral and ehical misdecds will
ceventually get you into serious
trouble | US laws stipulate that
one can be long afler

sC sccms

acqu citizenship, il one
made statements while
acquiring it. Remember the

many ex-Nazis who were so
!

We should justly take pride
in our simplicity, poetry and
cuisine — all of which the
westerners appreciate. For
w- to succeed, all we

to do is to get back to our
basic values, which are very
sound. Hard work, a moral
code based on religious beliefs
and an emphasis on a good ed-
ucation are all we need for a
successful life anywhere on

Icnrth.u:dmlhchﬂmﬂcr,
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Superman comes down
to earth with a proposal

AFTER half a century think-
ing about it, Clark Kent has
finally put asmde his mld
manner, summoned his ner-
ves of steel, and asked Lots
Lane for her hand in marnage.
Faster than a speeding bullet,

tracked Superman’s exploits
since he hit the drawing board
in 1938, broke news of the
betrothal ahead of the publica-
uon of the histonc stnp on
November |. “End of an era™
was the verdict of television
news broadcasts
Lois takes pity on her fellow
at the Daily Planet
and consents 0 his bumbling
proposal. She remains un-
aware that the meek Kent is
the alter ego of Amenca's
wginal superhero.

t 1n 2 move that shocked
the farthful, the publishers
said that Kent wll
eventually reveal to his fian-
cée the secret that she should
have guessed years ago. After
mof barely tolerating

colleague, she has come

to realise that Kent 1s “always
there when she needs him™,
according 1o the DC Comics
announcemént. “Being there
for someone™ 13 the vogue
cawchphrase, adopted recently
by everyone from President
Bush to telephone compames.
The wnting tcam onginally
envisaged having Lois say no
because she still loves the man
of steel but then reiented
becausc “she may have been
rough and mean on Clark
Kent over the years but 11 was
always work-related”. For

e ———

most of the past 50 years, Loss
has burned with an unreguited
passion for Superman.

Only in one of the films was
the passion consummated.
The usual brush-off went hke
this: “I'd hke to be in your
arms always, Superman,
(sigh)!™ she told the fighter for
truth, justice and the Amen-
can way, when he rescued her
from one scrape a couple of
decades ago. “Uh, Sorry Lo,
but you know the answer 10
that,” Superman rephed. “My
life s a constant round of
superacion and danger and
only a supergiri could keep up
withme '™

Kent takes the fateful decr-
sion afler losing his super-
powers in a brush with the
dreaded red Kryptonite. Re-
duced (0 the level of ordinary
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"Eersha' :

An Experiment

. N the Provence
I region of France, a
marricd lady once

loved a knight. lier husband,
mad with
lover kill
served his lady the heart of her
lover. As soon as she had caten
the dish, he told her, and le-
gend has il that she jumped Lo

alousy, had the
. That night, he

her death [rom the turrets ol
their castle.

m the distant shadows of
to the simple mundanity

of today, man and woman's
primal emotions remain un-
changing. Syed Shamsul llug's
new play’ "Eersha”, springs
from the same jealousy that
tormented
knight from Provence. Jealousy
encompasscs work, beauly,

the legendary

Star Correspondent

talent, achievement, even
wealth, but most at all leve.
Sharp little flickers of jealousy
have tortured any lover: some,
ke othello, have been con-
sumed in its Mames,

The painter (Jamaluddin
Hossein} loves his student-
model (Sara Zaker]. She has
just returned to announce her

Sara Zakir and Jamal Uddin Hussain in Nagorik's
"“Eersha”

marriage to another student
(khaled Khan). All his love is

concentrated into jealousy ;
through the painter, Huq ex-

the desire to destroy.
Jealousy brings on its own
murderous impulse, but' the
objecct of destruction is not

only the rival, it is the beloved
as wcll.

By reminding her at their
past, thc painter not only ver-

baliscs his rage, he trics o
nurt her, J ins

is succinct and clear, but his
gesticulating scems overdone.
The rhythmic quality of th
play, written in blank verse,
at ils best here, when he res
calls their trips Lo the river.
But it 1s in Sara Zaker's intona-
tions that the internal rhymes
and the almost-natural ca-

. dence of the wriling is most

apparcnt. In her speech, Lthe
verse [loats through to the au-
dience.

The play's experimental
tone toys with postmodernity.
Written in a mere seven mono-
logues, il pushes the acrobatics
of speech to the lim#t. lluq's
verse is strong, especially Lhe
undercurrents of rhyme, with-
out being obvious. The crotic
vocabu is refreshing in a
tradition of euphemisms
and beating around the bush.
Much of the audience was
shocked. but thal is precisely
the power of erotic speech.
The danger of sexual i
is that it sometimes looks
posturing. What flawed the ex-
periment, though, was the
bulk and length of the mono-
logues. Towards Lthe end, the
specches seem interminable.

We can thank Nagorik and the
playwright for a newness in
this year's theatre.

iluq, in his bricl address to
audience, uim he is sh

the eternal politico-socia
theme of Bengali theatre, he
cannol resist a reference to
'71: the husband recalls his
family’s destruction.

Dear Mita,

Two years ago | got a divorce after 6 years of very unhuppy

. The divorce was painful, traumatic and bitter. | have

recently recovered from it and am picking up the threads of
my life again. Recently my ex-husband has started (o send me
messages saying that he wants a reconciliation. | am very
confused and really don't know what to do. Doth the fandlies

think its s a good
do you think? Please advise.

_ Dear Rehana,

Your decision should depend

not on what other

idea and in a way are pressurising me. What

Rehana Malibagh, Dhaka

pcople are

saying but on why you get a divorce in the first place. If it was

a well though

t out decision artl you still belicve that there was

no other alternative than there is no reason to go back now. It

Is very unlikely that

your husband hasn't changcd, he probably

has all those qualities and traits for which you divorced him.

Since you have reconciled to the new situation, there is no
reason for you to consider remarriage with the same person

at this point.
Dear Mita,

. My new year resolution (s not to get angry at my children
when they refuse to do as | want them to. Two of them are
grown up but glve me more trouble than the younges! one
who (s only five. They never clean their room, or glve their
clothes to wash | can never use the telephone because of
them,. they are selfish and only think about themselves. | am

fed-up, what should I do?

Rana, Shantinagar, Dhaka

Dear [tana,
You scem o be very angry

and H'.I may say so have

broken your New Years resolution. Your children who are

teccnagers |

presume are acting ltke most kids thelr

age. This

is a strange and difficult time for them when defiance seem
to be the only way they want to communicale in. | would not
worry too much about it If | were you. Keep on trying, make

them aware of their obligations and res

ponsibilitics towards

the family, chances arc they will stop being such a nuisance

S00n.

Dear Mita,

My daughter has decided to marry her first cousin against |
our ‘wishes. No amount nf coaxing, scolding or pleading will
change her mind. We know she will never be happy and
therefore cannot be a party to her decision. Some of our
relatfves think that we are being stubborn and unreasonable.
Do you think so too. What should we do?

&
[{wnr Anonymaons,

Anonymous, Dhaka

My first question s, How old 1s your daughter? If she s an

adult than | am afrald there 18 not much you can

g
g
1]

for the best. You might be right but you might be wrong

Ask yourself, Is this really worth losing
tant
ars that might be too difficult

being a party to the most im
further allenate her and leave
to heal In future.

daughter for?
fon o




