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Pindi dismisses Indian

3

C

| and
negotiated scitlement of the
Kashmit fssuc on the basis of
the U.N Security Council rcso-

?

The 1948 U.N resolutions

- called for a plebiscite in

Kashmir, but India has refusad

to implement them and th
dhp:z resulted in two of

the neighbouring eountrics'
three wars since 1947,

Some 4,000 people have
died in the two-year-old scecs-

sfonist movement in Kashmir,

as ‘false’

which is claimed by the two n-
val re. The wnan
charged that “India has lci
loose a
against innocent Kashmirs.”

The spokesman called upon
the Indian keaders " to resist
the temptation of levellt
bascless allcgalions.” Inst
India should enter into a
"serfous dialogue”™ with
Pakistan on resolving the is-
sue, he sald.

India reportedly rejected
Pakistani Prime Minister

Nawaz Sharil's offer Monday of

talks on the Kashmir disputc.

“The won is a manifus-
tation Lthal India is not inler-
ested in nogotialions and
wanted o hinpose its will on
the Kashmiri poople as well as
on Pakistan,” the spokcsman
addcd

Indo-Lankan talks
this week

COLOMDO, Jan 2: Foreign
ministers of India and Sri
Lanka will meet in Delhit this
week to discuss how to im-
prove relations, a Sri Lankan
Foreign Ministry spokcsman
said today, reports Reuter.

The meeling between Sri
Lankan Foreign Ministcr
llarold Herat and his Indian
counterpart, Madhavsingh
Solanki, will be the first ses-
sion of the Indo-Lanka joint
commission sct up last year.

reign ol state terrorism

—_—

than 100 Burmesc students
who fled their country’

LI ERY

Ira CIS mgubﬁm: A

on Wednesday recognized all the former Soviet rcpublics,
the Baltic statcs and Georgla, recalling the tradition
of close ties between Baghdad and Moscow, reports AFP from

The government said it was "ready lo cooperate with the
Commonwealth of Independent Stales” and hoped the CIS
would "contribute positively to setting the rules of a just
peace in the world based on mutual respect.”

it also called on the 11 members of the CIS that replaced
the Seviet Union to "reject military threats and political or
economic hegemony.”

Baghdad was recognizing the republics because of “strong
relations between Iraq and the former Soviet Union, and the
riendly ties between the iraqi people and pcoples of the
states that have proclaimed their independence.”

& .
Israeli settler shot dead : A s
settler was shot dead in his car Wednesday al a crossroads
near a Palestinian refugec camp in the occupicd Gaza Strip,
Isracli military officials said, reports AFP from Jerusalem.

Doron Shoshan, a resident of Kfar Darom scttlement, was
killed in & burst of automatic weapons' fire ncar Detr Al-Balah
camp. He was hit in the neck and face.

The army imposed a ctirfew on Deir Al-Balah as part of
their search for the unidentificd assailants.

The attack took place on the 26th anniversary of the first
armed action against Isracl by the Palesline Liberation
Organisation’s mainstream Fatah group. The army had called
for vigilance during the annfversary.

Shoshan was the first Israeli civilian killed in Gaza since
the December 1987 start of the Palestinian uprising, and the
fourth settler killed in the occupied territorics since October
when Arab-Isracli peace talks were launched.

Thilisi mrt runway mined :

The runway rport has been minced by opposition
forces seeking to overthrow Georgian President Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, a local airport official said Wednesday, reports
AFP Thursday from Moscow.

Three anti-tank mincs and remote-controlled demolition
cxplosives were found on the runway on Tucsday, the official
said, warning that the Georgian opposition was “preparcd lo
lake the most radical measures, and even to blow up the run-
way." !

Passengers stuck at Lhe airport since December 23 amid
fighting in the Georgian capital offered to hclp clear the

Afr traffic into Tbilisi has been scriously alfccled by the
fighting, with the majority of regular flights halted.

Storm claims 148 in Vietnam : .

death toll from a windstorm in a Viethnamese province has
risen to 148, and morc than 400 others are reported
missing, Vietnamese radio said Thursday, reports AP.

More than 200 fishing boats damaged in Saturday’'s
storm in the central coastal pmﬂ of Guang Nai, the official
Voice of Vietnam said. .

“Intensive eflorts have becn made to make up for the
losses.” said the broadcast, monitored in Bangkok.

The official media on Monday had rcported 78 pecople
killed and almost 300 missing in Guang Nai.

Bombay death toll rises to 91 :

Victims of spurious liquor continued lo pour in various
hospitals of south Bombay even as the dcath toll in the
tragedy rose to 91 this morning, reports PT1 from Bombay.

According to police, methyl alcohol was riixed with the
iquor. Drums bearing labels ¢f methyl alcohol have been
scized and it was found these were not shown in the record

The supplier of the killer brew, Ramnikla! Desai, was ar-
rested last night from Borivali in north-west Liombay.

A special police outpost with a team of 25 policemen has
been set up outside the municipal Nair Hospital to help in
handing over the bodies to relatives.

" in her room prayi

*LONDON, Jan 2: The former
Soviet Republic of Ukraine has
started laking the nyclear
missiles on its territory off
thetr alert status, Russian tele-
vision said late on :
quoted Ukrainian President
Leonid Kravchuk as saying (hat
he would have no objection to
Russian President Borts Yeltsin
becomin the Supreme
Co r-in-Chiel of the
nuclear forces held by former
Soviet Republics, reports AFP.

However Kravchuk said
such a role for Yelisin would be
conditional on measures buing
taken to ensure that nuclear
missiles could not be fired
from Ukrainian territory.

Ukraine and Russia are the
two most powerful republics in
the nascent Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), set
up lo replace some aspects of
the Sovict Union.

The i1 CIS statcs have

l.gpndlujoinlmn_t_lﬂnfm-

off

clear forces on thetr
while allowing each other to
mainlain scparate conventional
foroes.

rt from Russia and
Ukraine, only Belarus and
Kazakhstan have nuclear

weapons sited on their terri-
tortcs. 4

Reuler rtpnrl.i : British
Prime Minister John Major
sald on Wednesday he has
worried about the risk of inde-

pendent former Soviet
Republics thetr nuciear

ns to unsia-
ble World nations.

In an interview with British
Broadcasuing Corporation ra-
dio, Major said he saw no
short-lcrm risk of Soviet nu-
clear weapons falling into the
wrong hands.

But in the longer term
there was a possibility that
some of the smaller lics

alert status

experiise t be bought by a
Third W country, H:i'or
wak]

"We want 0 see no further
proliferation of nuclear
ns and a reduction of the

n threshold that exists at

present

CIA worried

A New Yerk report .
The CIA s wurﬂ:; -ti?hc
prospect  of nuclcar experts in
the former Soviet Union
selling their expertiise abroad
to the highest bidder, the New
York Times sald Wednesday,
quoting a US intelligence re-
port.-

The potendal problem s so
scrious that the US govern-
ment's main afm will be to
slow down, not climinate, the
leaking out of maicrials and
experiise, the nowspaper said,

quoting Lhe CIA report

Dut the risk posed by possi-
ble "nucicar mercenarics”

secking to scll their exportise
clscewhere as the cconomy of
the former Sovict economy
sinks further was more worry-
"‘l“‘ﬂwﬂﬂ“*
clear going missing, it
added.

The report requested by
CIA Director Robert Gates sadd
that 900,000 mil and
civilan personnel in
the nuclear weapons industry
in the former Soviet Unidon,
2,000 of whom had exicnsive

worked in producing
Plutonium and enriching
Uranfum, and "a large percent-
:r: of these pcople could be
value to loreign buyers,” the
quotcd

Times a governmeni
&s saying.

S states become
UN Council

members

MH?\' YORK. United Nations,
: Five countries, including
Japan and Hungary, Wednesday
became non-permanent mem-
bers of the U.N Security
Council, beginning a two-year
mandatc, reports AFP.

Japan replaces Yemen, and
Hungary takes over from
Romania, while Cape Verde,
Morocco and Venezuela take
the places of Ivory Coast.Zaire

and Cuba. .
Ramos nominated
president

candidate

MANILA, Jan 2: llundreds
of supporters of former
Defense Scerctary Fidel Ramos
formed the “People Power”
party Thursday and nominaled
him as their standard-bearer
for the May presidential elec-
tion, reports AP.

Ramos, who scrved under
President Corazon Aquino, said
he was running te an
alternative to traditional politi-
clans who he says have not im-
proved the country since it
gained independence from the
United States 46 years ago.

"We stand in this campaign
for a party oflering a govern-
ment that works [and ) that
will tolerate neither corrup-
tions nor i{pncompelence in

public office,” he said.
Mother Teresa
recovering

LA JOLLA., Jan 2: Mother
Teresa spent the first day of
the new year recovering [rom
Encumunia and congestive

cart failure as hundreds of

thousands of lollowers world-
wide prayed for her, reports
UNB.

The Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate remained in serious con-
dition Wednesday at Scripps
Clinie and Research
Foundation. Doctors said it was
too carly to tell how she was
responding to treatment.

'Her condition is essentially
unchanged, but it has not
worscned,' Dr. Palricia Aubanel
told a news confcrence.

Dr. Anita eredo said
Mother Teresa could be sceen

.
- sl
-
" i -

ng with sis-
ters of her Missionarics of
Charity order and clulching
rosary beads.

Meanwhile, thousands who
have worked beside her to
help the sick, the dying and
the hungry agreed to pause at
noon each day during the new
year to pray for the recovery of
the Roman Catholic nun.

100 Burmese |

students held
in Bangkok

BANGKOK, Jan 2 : More

BEIWING, Jan 2: Tibet's
human rights situation is bet-
ter than ever and accu-

s mili- | sations of rights abuses arc lit-

tary government to Thalland | tle more than attempts to de-
are being detained in Bangkok | stroy China, Beljfing's official
pending transfcr 1o a be- | Pegple’'s Daily said today, re-
ing builtl for ' -ﬂm ports Reuter, " 52

In a signed comme
the Communist Party I'H;rt:pl:—.

Ministry said 112 students had | per's overseas edition said the
been confined in a police |occupation of Tibet by
school before transfer to a | Communist troops in 1951
eamp being build in Rachaburi | ended centuries of human
south of Bangkok. | rights abuses by corrupt fcudal

camp will be completed in | slave-holders by the re-

the next four months. gion's spiritual leader, the

Student exiles from Burma | Dalai Lama.

Tibetan human rights do you

legal entry. want to restore?’ the newspa-
‘lIhﬁnd is y to main- | per asked.

'lood relations with "You want to restore the
Buwrma's military rulers. | Tibetan Serf system, and the

‘Dalai Lama, what kind of

{

United Nations envey Cyrus Vance (R) shakes hand with Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic in Belgrade on Tuesday. -AFP photo

Dispute over river waler rights

NEW DELHI, Jan 2 : A dis-
pule over river waler rights
between two Indian siates
escalated Thursday into a gov-
¢crnment-sponsored dawn-to-
dusk strike that paralysed
Tamil Nadu, a stalc of 55 mil-
lion people, reports AP.

The 12-hour strike shut
government offices, most
shops and busincsses and sev-
cred air and rafl inks with the
rest of India. Indian Airlines
said it cancelled three fights
to the state capital, Madras,
India’s fourth largest city.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment called the strike to
protest the alleged ill treat-
menl of ethnic Tamils in the

Strike paralyses Tamil Nadu

neighbouring state of
Karnataka, which is populated
mostly by ethnic Kannadas,
Karnataka has a population of
45 million.

The government in Madras
claims ‘70,000 Tamils have [led
across the Karnataka border
following attacks and beatings,
but the number of refugees is
disputed by the Karmataka gov-
emment in .

Police in Bangalore made a
mass arrest ol about 1,000
people who were blocking the

lo the governor's mansion
in a demonstration inst
Tamil Nadu, said Press Trust
of India.

Threc Karkataka politicians

were detained for setti
alight an effigy of the head
the Tamil Nadu government.
In Madras, police arrested six
people who were buming an
effigy of the -chief of the
Kamataka state government.
The dispute erupted into
cthnic violence following a
Supreme Court decision in
December to set up a tribunal
to decide on the rights to the

walcer of the Ca River.
Tamil Nadu claims

Kamataka had [alsificd statis-
tics and was siphoning ofl
more than its sharc for irriga-
tion, leaving an inadequalte
trickle for Tamil Nadu's rice-

m I'l,'.'ﬁ.n.

US to remain a military power

in
CANBERRA, Jan 2 : The
United States intends to re-
main a military power as well
as a trading power in the
Pacific,” US President George
Bush said today, reports AFP.
But s to a news con-
ference here, he was unable to
say how men or ships
the United States would de-
ploy in the region because cir-
cumstances “"can change dra-

%lmm!r

deployment in the Middic East

a year than we have today,”
I'm:--i‘.l..':|I
in a lo a joint ses-

sion of the Australian parlia-
ment earlier, Bush declared:
"we know that our security is
inextricably linked to stability
across the Pacific, and we will
not put that security and
stability at risk.”

The United States would
“retain a appropriate military
presence to protect its allics
and to counter threats to
peace,” he said. '

While the clod war was |

over, "ethnic rivalries and re-

gional conflicls” remained a
threat. lle did not specily
which peoples or areas he had
in mind.

Al a ncws conference laler,

when asked what “appropriate”
mcant, Bush replied:” an ap-
propriate level of securily de-
pends on the conditions at the
time."

His remarks were designed
to reassure pcople in the
Pacific arca aboul the closure

Pacific : Bus

this year of Subic Bay military
base in the Philippines, he
sadd,

"Some felt that with the
closing of Subic, that we would
withdraw and pull way back
from any possible security
commitments,” he said.

The size of a future US mili-
tary presence "depends on
¢vents, it depends on deploy-
ment of various naval groups,”
he said. "We are a pacific
power we think.

"We know we are a Macifie
trading power and we arc go-

ing to stay involved with the .

security concerns of our
friends.

“l can't tell you exactly what
that mecans in tcrms of Lroops,
where they'll be, or vesscls,

where they'll be.
In his spvech to the
Australian parliament, Bush

recalled that "the joint defence
facilities here in Australia
played an invaluable role in de-
tecting launches of Iragi Scud
missfles against Isracl during
last year's Gull War.

Off the Record |

|

the part of
pany’s April production of "The Slecping Beauty.” She
mwmmmhm:uqu’

Not surprising, since
she’s two months old

VANCOUVER: Pabulo Petras had to be carried into the wa-
ter jor the 72nd Polar Bear swim in English Bay on
Wednesday, reports AP,

Not surprising since she’'s 2 months old. Petras was the
tiniest tot registered among the 1,400 swimmers at the tra-
ditional New Year's Day plunge.

Swimmers were dressed as from beer cans to
polar bears for the into the waters,

1 don't know we are doing 1t°, sald ick de Alaide,
18, ina "We're not crazy — ot least not yet. But
| bet we be we get out. The cold does strange

o you.”
mmu.mmtummmmwm

could only shake their heads,

“These people must all be a little mad,” said Greg

Davidson, 24.
The
offshore.

t most of the swimmers jumped
they jumped in, and won a bution for thetr efforts.

was (o swim to a buoy 100 yards (meters)

oul [aster than

I kill it, you grill it’

DETROIT: Rock star Ted Nugent

homeless
the deer

a soup kitchen,

in
he hun himself with a

doled oul venison 1o the
them with talcs about
and arrows, reports

1 kill it, you grill i." the 43-year-old Nugent joked
hndz.unhhmmnmur.whrrthw-mh
E.I:I t Nugent and other hunters had donaled o Lhe

gan Sportsmen Against Hunger programune.

“Anybody hungry? Come on”, Nugent said as he fillcd plas-
tic bowls. “You got it, man. Good eating o you. llappy New

Year."

The pony-talled musician known as the "Motor
Madman® for his dealcning brand of rock 'n’' roll and boister-

ous slage antics shol Lthree of the deer used in

s slew,

Hufnl. whose hits include "Weekend Warrtors™ and “Cat
Scraich Fever,” said venison donations were a way for hunters

Fishy evidence

NAIROBI : A kenyan lawyer produced 300 dead fish in
court and his evidence was so overwhelming he was foreed 10
ask for its removal, reports Reuter.

The case was aga

Both
March 6.

inst two men from Gura village in central
Kenya whe were charged with
when they drained a pond and

the Kenya Times newspaper reported today.
men deny the charge and a hearing was sct

a farmer's property
the fish in it lo die,

for

it was not clear i the evidence would be preduced in court

again.

Vance’s move to win
Y 'slav, Croatian support

BELGRADE, Jan 2: U.N en-
voy Cyrus Vance mects com-
manders of Croatian forces and
the Serb-led Yugoslava federal
army today in a bid to win
their crucial support for a U.N
peace-keeping operation in
war-torn Yugoslavia , reports
Reuter.

Aides said Vance
chair talks in
senior military officials from
the camps alter secur-
i * political approval from
Scrbia and Croatia for a plan to
deploy a 10,000-strong U.N
force in the war-torn Balkan
Federation. '

Vance scemed certain to
stress to the warring sides that
the U.N deployment sought by
their political masters re-
mained out of the question un-
til a durable ceaseflire had
taken hold.

"Senfor military comman-
ders will meet under the
chairmanship of Vance and al
his invitation,” a source in his
camp said late on Wednesday.

The source said the talks

wou ld
between

would take place in
capital of the republic of
Bosnta-Herzegovina , though
the exact location was not yet
known.

Vance's announcement of
Serbian and Croatian backing

for the U.N peace-kee
plan, aller talks with Emann‘

President Franjo Tudjman,

mhﬂlﬂlhruklhmh
his pcace mission, his to
the Balkan state,

"I have seen s taken
that have not been taken be-
fore, the acccplance of our
pro plan in its entirely by
both sides,” Vance told re-
porters in unusually optimistic
comments.

“The situation is
changed since | came and ob-
scrved what | had observed..
he said.

His comments brought a
new ycar message of hope to
Yugoslavs, dramatist by’ six
months of conflict following
Croatia's declaration of inde-
pendence in which at least
6,000 people have been killed.

special rights of a small num-
ber of masters 1o oppress and
exploit the broad masses of
hard-working Tibetan peas-
ants.’

The news r said foreign
crities of Chinese rule in Tibet
had stepped up their campaign
of 'les and slander’ in reecent
months in an cffort to encour-
age anti-Chinese clements to-
ward revolt.

‘We must completely ex
and punecture ':E:Ie gﬂml:un;lc
plots and never allow them to
succeed,’ it said. -

China’s rule over Tibet has
been attacked in the west and
by the Dalai Lama, who was
forced to flee into exile in
India after an abortive uprising
against Chinese rule in the
Himalayan region in 1950,

Beijing put Tibet's capital
Lhasa under martial law in
March, 1989, aller three days
of anti-Chinese rioting. The
order was lified after ut a
year, bul Tibel remains under
tight security and is mostly off-
limits to foreign reporters.

The Dalai Lama s widely
recvercd as a God-king and
thousands of pilgrims make
long journcys to Lhasa to pay

homage in front of his image in
all temples.

Outbursts of pro-indepen-
dence unrest, and brutal
Chinese retaliation, are period-
ically reported by travellers
and other sources.

The Pcople's Dally said
China had sccured the human
rights of the majority of the
population whe it said had

once been virtually enslaved by
the rcligious and aristocrutic
clite grouped around the Dalai
Lama,

Tibetans were now guaran-
teed ‘the eight of survival
which China has identified as
the paramount human right, as
well as the right to education,
medical carc, and freedom of

religious belief,
Politically, Tibctans are al-
lowed o rise in the

Communist hicrarchy, il said.

The (Communist) party has
promoled 350,000 Tibelan
cadres in Tibet, or 66.6 per
cent of the total number of
cadres in the’ region,' the
newspaper said.

"The 'talking Hvestock' of
the old socicly have become
the maslers of Lhe new soci-

‘Tibet’s human rights situation better than ever’

ety,” it said.

The newspaper said the
Dalai Lama, who was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989
for his non-violent campaign (o
publicise the issue of Tibet,
was fooling himself il he be-
lieved the Tibetans wanted
him back.

China has repeaicdly said
the exiled 'God‘mg' olr Tibet
will not be permitied to return
until he drops his quest for
greater autonomy for the re-
glon.

You should immediately
stop your misleading trickery,’
the newspaper warned t

‘The Tibetan people will
continue (o sirive forward
bravely on the Soctalist road,’
it said.

SEOUL, Jan 2 :
Presidents of North and South
Korea, still technically at war
but moving towards rap-
prochement, will hold a
summit in March, South
Korean television reported on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

It quoted an unidentified
senfor ment officials as
saying the South's Roh Tae-
Woo and the Neorth's Kim [l-
Sung might meet in the North
Korean town of Kasong, t
north of the demarcation {u“'.!

which has divided the penin-
sula since 1945,

The television quoted the

offictals as the two sides

on the summit du a

fiith round of high-level s
in Seoul last month.

The officials was reported

as saying that Seoul was re-

meet
The

in March
measures to alleviate

viewing
north-south tension for possi-
ble discussion at the summit.

Government oflicials were
not immediatcly available for
comment on the televiston re-
port. Kim, North Korean
President sin 1948, has
never met a uth Korean
President.

Earlier the two leaders, in

marking the end of a
year has scen dramatic
progress towards reconcilia-
tion. told their reunifi-
cation of the peninsula must be
achieved soon, independent of
outside forces,

Roh told Seouth Koreans to
pre for unification, ng
1992 would open “an era dur-
ing which we will construet a
national community for all eur

70 milllon compatriots.”



