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An Absurd Move

The de facto position of Prolessor Golam Azam
of Pakistan as the Ameer or president ol the
Jamaat-e-Islami (J1) was declared (o be de jure
through a press stalement last Sunday. This ofll-
cial confimmation by Jamaat ol Golam Azam's sta-
tus within the Jl is the latest move by Lhe fourth
largest party In parliament in its continuing quest
to earn legitimacy for itselfl and its Pakistani
leader who has been suspeclted ol controlling
party affairs from behind the scenes since he was
allowed to return to Bangladesh a decade-and-a-
halfl ago. But the move has now exposed the gov-
ernment to a whole jungle of legal and political
implications which it must sort out sooner rather
than later.

As we understand the current legal siluation,
citizens of foreign countries are law-bound (o re-
frain from Interfering in the political aflairs of
this country, and the question ol aclive involve-
ment in local party polilics by a [oreigner simply
does not arise. Therefore, when the leadership of
a national political party is publicly assumed by a
non-Bangladeshi, it then becomes an issue of
grave national concern. Questions of legality and
national sovereignly are inextricably linked to
this issue, and any government oflicial who (reats
this lightly or from the point of view ol mere po-
litical would run the risk of jeopardis-
ing the national interest. -

At the crux of this issue, in addition to the
illegality of foreigner participation in national
politics, is the role of the political party in
question and government reaction to it. In any
sovereign couniry, whether democratic or not,
every political party which wishes (o earn a
right to operate legitimately, is supposed to serve
the interest ol the country. Diflerences in
ideologies or stralegies are not the points here.
But an. ability and willingness to serve the
country, that is to uphold {ls sovereignly and
laws, is the first and foremost criterion on which
a party can operale in any nation-state. The
question that has to be asked is, how can a
political party which is headed by a foreigner
serve the national interest of independent

desh? Thal is a question Jamaal has lo ask
itsell too, because its failure to pick a leader [rom
fits Bangladeshi ranks appears as the height of
political bankruptcy.

Whatever Jamaal's calculations and motives
might have been, the government of the country
cannot afford Lo view the decision to make Golam
Azam party leader [rom any point other than the
legal one. Upholding the laws of the land is one ol
the government's — any government's — primary
responsibilities, and it is no secret thal a tax-
payer-financed oflicial body or two exist with the
specific brief of keeping an eye on matlers
which are contrary to our national interest (as
distinct from the political interest of the govern-
ment of the day). The government therelore has
the responsibility and the logistics necessary (o
deal effectively with situations of this kind, and it
has to be unequivocal about its decisions and
actions.

With the issue of [oreigners in politics being
thrown under the public spotlight by Jamaat's
rather absurd move, the government also needs
lo clarify state policy regarding foreigner resident
in this country. If the policy is that all foreigners
can take part in local politics, then the debate
will naturally take a new turn; but if the law says
otherwise, then the government will have no
choice but to throw the book at Jamaat and
Professor Azam in the best interest of the

country.
Bush Goes to Japan

-President George Bush who has been praised

for his performance in foreign relations but
severely criticised for his alleged faflure on the
domestic front is now on a mission abroad whose

results could well improve the US leader's rating

inside the country. His 12-day tour of the Pacific,
with a visit to Japan serving as a high point, has
been already been described by analysils as a
selling mission. Mr Bush himself has said with his
usual directness that he would tell his country's

allies, Australia, Japan and South Korea. that "free
trade is a two-way street.”

This statement is in reference o the severe
imbalance the United States suflers in trade with
such countries as Japan and South Korea. This
imbalance is the main source of the massive trade
deficit of the United States to the tune of $43
billion. Unless this deficit is drastically reduced,
Washington will be forced to impose cuts on so-
cial programmes to remove imbalance In its bud-

getary situation.

The efforts by Mr Bush to reduce the trade
deficit with Tokyo, which, in effect. means
selling more US goods to Japan, have a popular
appeal. Just now, the US is struggling to come
out of a long recession, during which one of the
worst sufferers has been the country's automobile
industry. This has caused retrenchment of work-
ers and even closure of a number of plants. To a
lesser degree, the same is happening in a number

of other sectors of the US indust . such as the
electronic industry. - 5

There are strong indications (hat Japan
will announce new measures on the eve of the
visit by the US President Lo please Washington. It
is said that the government is considering giving
buyers of Imported cars a break by charging

the normal consumption tax of three per
cent, rather than the special 4.5 per cent auto-
motive tax. This may ease the siluation. Whether
it will bring aboul a dramatic change in the
overall trade siluation remains to be seen. The
lwo-way street in free trade may continue to be a

rocky one between Tokyo and Washington, as
it is between many Third World nations
and the West.
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under a foerm of dictatorship
run by some demagogues.

not consulted: The
West praised the establish-
ment of demoer in the
Soviet Union but the world was
amased to see that serics of
decrees by on¢ man led
to the death of a Union - a
superpower. The people were
ncver consulted. Did the peo-
ple of the Soviet Union ever
give any mandate to Lhree
lcaders - leaders of Russia,
Ukraine and Bylorussia — who
met in Minsk to destroy Lhe
Union and establish on

December 8 a doubtful entity -
a Commonwealth of Indcpen-
dent States ( CIS)? Only in
March 1991 the people of the

old Soviet Unien voted
overwhel in favour of
maintaining Union - the

soviet Union. Oorbachev's call
for a fresh referendum afler
Minsk decision was totally
rcjected. Does anyone see any
irace of democracy in these
actions? Of course. some
other Republics joined the CIS
but again the decisions were of
only leaders and not of the
people. Even (il all these
Republics’ Législatures ra
what was done by their -
ers would not change the situ-
ation. The basic question
remains unanswered were the
pcople of the Soviet Union
ever cons

Yeltsin's Revenge

The entire cpisode scems
to be based on personal
revenge. Boris Yclisin was
thrown out by Gorbachev and
he wantied 0 luke Lthe revenge.
He is a "couragrous™ man but
many a time reckicss people
also look courageous. lle, de-
nounced and no doubt coura-
geously resisted, Lhe rightist
coup on August 19 lle
demanded an “Immediate
return of Mikhail Sergeyvich
Gorbachev to his post” o
throw him oul in some
months time and Lake his
sition. This s what
happened. CIS of Yeltsin and
USS (Unton of Soverecign

by Muslehuddin Ahmad

States) of Gorbachev were not
world a . If there were dif-
ferences, with honcst inten-
tion of working tlogether,
These could have been ironed
out and the Unton could have
been saved that could have
coordinated the forcign poli-
cies and delense with the
central control of the nuclear
arsenals. But Yelisin wanted
the “"pound ef [esh”; he

the place ol Gorbachev
even if it mcant the death of
the Union. This is why the
Union was replaced by
Commonwcalth with no role
for Gorbachev. There is no
head of Commwnwealth yet
but without a hcad, cven
tho a nominal one, there
could be no ollicial coordina-
tion. Yelisin has the nuclcar
key and he is supposcd to
handle this in consultation
with three other nuclear lead-
ers. Is he then not the de
facto head? No amount of
assurance can help. Onc can
clearly see rise of Russian
empire.

Gorbachev lost control: One
wonders why Gorbachcev lost
control of the siltuation.
Possible reasons sccem o be
the following: his limitless
perestrofka  without knowing
where to stop - his peresurotka
had broken down everything

without suitable replace-

ments; his vacillating attivude
ol

communism in Sovict politics

with regard (o the role
— his decision 10 continue to

depend on the communisis

despite repcated warnings
from his Forcign Minister
Shevardnadze and others
including Yeltsin which led to
the August Coup; after the
coup he became shaky while
he rightly "accepted the

blame"; nadze's

lo rcjoin Gorbachev - his
return  to the Soviet Foreign
Office could have probably re-
versed the process of disinte-
gralion - Gorbachevy was
indved left alone. Ambitious

Borts Yeltsin ook advaniage of

the situation apparently mak-
ing Gorbachev rcsponsible for
the coup and cven

accusing him of his indirect
conscnt in it Yeltsin said dur-
ing his visit to llaly that the
mecting with Gorbachey beforc
coming to Italy was the last
niweling of the two presidents.
Bul on return he again mct
Gorbachev in Kremlin for eight
hours. It could not be a coach-
ing session (o teach Yeltsin
how lo press the nuclkear but-
lon; rightly or wrongly, some-
thing threatening must havce

laken place. It was not easy for

Gorbachev to leave the

Death of a Superpower

where
course by Sovict standard, was

person too.
lits confidence was shattered
— he looked exhausted. The
risc of Yeltsin continued. ie

independence
the Republics. Gorbachev ap-
pealed for unity. He said,
‘everything was collapsing: we

No Help from West

Gorbachev was unlucky with
regard to West's help and as-
sistance though he did every-
thing to satisfy the US and the
West. East Europe was liber-
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but that did not help
Gorbachev at all.
Would Yeltsin last this win-

ter?: Why Gorbachev did net
resist remains a mystery.

pere-
and get
discreditcd. Yelisin's decrees
can sct markct cconomy on
paper bul cannot food.
Dccontrolling of prices by
decrees withoul cnsuring sup-
m only bring riols; cold

. cmply stomachs and
empty shelves — an ideal situa-
tion for the peoplc 1o Lake to
the sirect. Borts Ycltsin would
be extremely lucky if he could
survive this winter,

Pepper-bearded Top Cop who is Scholarly and Tough

Atiya Singh writes from Chandigarh

For a decade India’s most prosperous state, Punjab has been in turmoil. Sikh militants
demanding a separate state have resorted to violence. New Delhi has responded with a
bullet-for-bullet policy. Now the new Narasimha Rao government wants to hold elections in
the state. Gemini News Service profiles KPS Gill, the man in charge of ensuring that
democracy returns to strife-torn Punjab.

ANWAR Pal Singh Gill

loves to be in the midst

of a storm. At 55, he
holds one of the world's
toughest jobs. Sikh militants in
Punjab, the north-western
state of India riddled with
violence since 1980, would
want him dead.

Gill is state Director-
General of Police. He was
brouEhl back to the afler a
break of a year le':it:ng the
Central Reserve Police Foree
in New Delhi because in 1988
the Sikh militants had suflcred
their biggest setback at his
hands.

During Operation Black
Thunder, lice under Gill's
command forced 150 top mili-
tants holed up in the Golden
Temple — holiest shrine of the
Stkhs in Amritsar — to surren-
der without the security forces
the sacred
place.

For that feat Gill now hcads
the hit-list of militants, but so
far no militant has dared snipe
at him. Tall, handsome, dare-
devil Gill is a fighter who lcads
the security forces from the
front.

Today he finds himself
entrusted with the challenging
job of creating ‘suitable condi-
tions' for elections in Punjab
scheduled for February. Since
October 1987 Punjab has been
denied a popular government
and is ruled directly from New
Delhi.

Five Governors have been
tried out during the last two
years without any of them
making a dent in controlling
militancy. Gill's recall to
Punjab signals the continuation
of the strong-arm policy by the
new Prime Minister, Nara-
simha Rao, to end the

militancy .
Many Akali party leaders —

l

major opponents in Punjab of
Rao’'s Congress (I) party — who
had been hoping for a change
of policy on the Lroubled siate
from the Central government,
are angry about Gill's return.
Says Gurtcj Singh, a scnior
Akali leader : "Thrusting Gill
on the Punjab dcmonstrates
the contempl with which the
Centre treats Lhe state.”

Sir, Post-graduate teaching
and rescarch are hallmark of a
universily. A so-called alliliat-
ing university solely meant to
frame syllabuses and conduct
final examinations for affillated
degree colleges does not exist
anywhere in the world. The
idea is a historical anachro-
nism because it was in 1857
that three affilia universi-
ties wore established in
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras
by the then colonial govern-
ment, modelled on the London
University which itsell became
a teaching-cum-rescarch uni-
versity within a few years. In
the f[ace of bitter criticism Lhe
aforementioned three universi-
tics oo assumed the responsi-
bilities of affiliating, teaching
and research. It is highly un-
fortunate that the erstwhile au-
locratlic government approved
the project for establi £ an
open university at an initial
cost of about Taka sevenly
crore in the face of strong op-
position f[rom enlightened
quarters, even delying the
unanimous recommendations
of an expert commitice set up
by the Bangladesh University
Grants Commission. There is
no denying the fact that the
:ﬁ:m of affiiating colleges is

most cost eflective mode
of making higher education
available to our people under
the academic umbrella of the
exisling universities. It is true
that the system needs some

KPSGILL
Supercop of indka

Leadcrs of the Bharat Kisan
Union, a peasanl organisation,
have also condemned Gill's
recall as an alfront to the
sentiments of the blcaguered
people of the state.

Some obscrvers think polit-
ical considcerations rather than
a desire to improve the law
and order situation persucded
Rao to send Gill back to
Punjab. They say Gill could
prave. morc helpful to
Congress (1) lcaders during the
elections.

Others disagree. Said an ob-
scrver : "Politicians may be in
for a surprisc as Gill is nol as
pliable as they think him to be.
He might toe thcir line only up
to a limit .... a limit sct by him”.

Gill remains calm under
pressure and is not worried
about . his critics. e has
already dcclared his first.
priority : to imit the militants’
geographical arca of opcration.

In the last year they have been
active in most of the state.
Killings by militants have
incre over Lhe years. On an
average six pcople are killed
daily in Punjub in political vio-
lence. In October alone 128
civilans, 24 policenwen and 51
alleied militants were shot
¢ violence has disrupted
the social and economic life of
what used to be India's most

prosperous state. Total de-

moralisation s cvident in the
industrial towns of Ludhiana

Batala, Amritsar, Sangrur and
Bhatinda. Industralists have
begun setting up alternative
centres in the neighbouring
state of Haryana.

The government's writ runs
only in the cities. "From dusk
tlo dawn militants rule the
couniryside,” says Jarnail
Singh, a bank officer in
Amrilsar. "At night the police
rcireat indoors in their
foriress-like stations”.

Gill wants to changce this
and ensure the supremacy of
the police at night in the rural
areas too. He'says : "] expect to
move forees into rural arcas to
intercept militant opcrations
at night”.

Police have all along been
special targets of militants and

now cven their familics are not |

spared. Says Gill: "1 think I'll
be able to check this menacc
quickly within the framework
of law”.

That Gill has the (ull sup-
port ol the Central government
in curbing militancy is sup-
ported by two recent devel-
opmenits: the move of 140
army battalions into Punjab,
and a declaration by New Delhi
that the entire Punjab is a dis-
turbed state.

The army plans to scal the
Indo-Pakistan border to curb
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modification for the better.
The following suggestions are
offered in this respect:

(1) Sharing responsibility of
affillating degree colleges
equally by all the general uni-
versities — Dhaka, Rajshahi,
Chittagong, Jahangirnagar,
Sylhet a Khulna (hitherto
only the first three universities
have been affilating collcges);
(2) Converting some of the af-
filiated colleges into au-
tonomous colleges; (3)
Granting status of constituent
colleges Lo some afliliated col-
leges; and (4) Allowing, gradu-
ally, some alliliated colleges
having considcrably large en-
rolments, status of mini uni-
versities Lo confer their own

degrees.
It is hoped that the present
democralically clected

Government will be able to
read between the lines and
avoid repeating the anti-pcople
performance of a discredited
government notorious for
wasting national resources.

Nazrul Islam
Farmgate, Dhaka.

Private tuition

Sir, Somctimes wonder
whal is happcning to our edu-
cational Institutions. Why do
children depend so much on
private tuition? | really get

upfed with the sight of a
gvr:-rtnr kid going for Luition
after his school time. It makes
me wonder whether their par-
€nits are unconcerned or just
naive,

Is fi that the child is not
gelling enough atlention at
school or is oo much burden
being put on him? Why are
most of the Lluition centres
manned by teachers of the
same school? Maybe because
their salaries are nol adequate
enough o meet their require-
ments and so they are com-
pelled to supplement their
salarics by earning some
money through tuitions.

Children who go o tuitions
centres run by their teachers,
pass with flying colours. Either
they are well prepared for the
exam or papcrs arc lcaked oul.
If children do not go lo tuiton
centres, many ol them are
likely o fail 'n most subjects.
The tuition fees charged by
these centres range between
Tk 600/- and Tk 1000/- per
subject. The tuition fees are
demanded somctines more in
case of good tcachers. Whal
aboul those children who can't
aflord IL. Is this a [air practice?
If a child is weak or docs not
take intcrest in his studics, it
is the class teacher who can
help, rather getling the child
humiliated and embarrassed.
The nct result is that later, be-
comes aggressive and anti-so-
cial.

Can any onc pul an cnd lo
this [ashion ol dcpending on
tuition cenlres? | request all
concerned 1o lake care of the
children and trcat all of them
alike becausc ‘hcy are our fu-

ture,
R S Babban, and S |1 Lopa,
Nawabpur Road, Dhuka.

infliltration from across the
bordcr, Officials say the mili-
lants are trained and armed in
Pakistan. The army is expocted
lo help police and paramilitary
forces in operations aimed at
des £ militant hideouts.

Gill expects the operation
will instil confidence amon
people and create a congen
almosphere for a free and fair
poll.

As a staunch nationalist and
a no-nonsense cop, Gill may be
tough, but he has another side
to his personality. When not
fighting militants, he loves
discussing Shakcspeare, west-

crn philosophy, and theology.
At hcart he is a poet and
philosopher.

Gill, a post-graduale in
English Hicrature, is a fascinat-
ing conversationalist. When a
New York Times reporter met
him two years ago in Amritsar,
Gill talked about everythin
cxcept the mililants, the rea
reason for their meeting,

Later, the Ankrican journal-
ist wrole : "Gill Is an imposing
man with august bearing a
salt-and-pepper beard and a
penchant for whisky and
rccondite scholarship. He can

spend his evenings quoling the

abstrusc Swiss

Barth and his days drhrtn’
acrross Lhe worst areas o
Punjnb 1o dircet an assault on a
lerrorist hidoowt”,

He is immensely popular
with the police rank-and-file.
“He can get things done with a
[ew words usually uttered
gently”, says a police oflicer
who knows him well. "He
rarcly lecls the necd to repeat
himacif or shout.”

Gill's strenglth lies in the
fact thal he s not condeseend -
ing towards his juniors, sel-
dom bcars a grudge and is
without duplicity.

He acquired his image of
ruthlcssncss some ycar ago
when, as police chiefl of the
casicrn Assam slale, he
crushed an anti-New Delhi agl-
Lation. It enabled clections to
be held in Assam. lle is trying
to repeat the scenario in
Punjab. — GEMINI NEWS

ATIYA SINGI! is a freelance

Indian journalist.

What the Burmese Military Junta's

It is now evident that the
incident of 21st December,
1991 at Burma-Bangladesh
border in which two BDR per-
sonnel lost their lves and
twenty-two others were in-
jured, was pre-planncd and
also a gross violation of
Bangladesh territorial integrity
and sovereignty. Bangladesh
side's repeated efforts to
defuse the tension in the bor-
der recetved no immediate re-
sponse from Burma and
Bangladesh's firm policy of

ce with this neighbour is

ing misinterpreted as weak-
ness. It is surprising that
Burma's well-trained troops
could mistake a border outpost
of BDR which was there far so
away from that of a rebel camp.

Bangladesh should net ig-
nore huge military build-up of
Burmese Army in the border-
ing area with 25,000 troops,
helicopter gunships, anti-air-
craft guns, light tanks and F-7
fighter aircraft at Akyab in a
peace time, as rcporied in a
leading English daily on 28th
December last, The Burmese
version that they are in hot
pursuit of white communists
and Rohingya Muslim rebels
scems unbelicvable because
this border has never belore
witnessed communist activi-
ties except a very small num-
ber of Rohingya Muslim rcbels.
This border area {s known for
decades for small time smug-
gling activities from both sides.
Therefore such a huge military
build-up has created a danger-
ous situation for Bangladcsh.
Burma which is approximatcly
five times bigger than
Bangladesh in size with a pop-
ulation of approximately 45
million i{s maintaining a {nuge
army of nearly 500,000 includ-
ing border security forces, vil-
lage defence forces and police.
Burmese army has been waging
wars with many different rebel
groups in all bordering arcas
for the last 45 years, mostly in
the difficult jungles and
mountainous terrains. Burmese
troops are wealhered and bat-
tle hardened and one of the
best in Asia.

In the recent election
Burmese military rulers found
that junior ranks in the army
and a good many soldiers voted
and supported Aung San Suu
Kyi, the daughter of their
beloved founder of the
Burmese army, late general
Aung San. For cxample the
clection result showed that
more Lhan 80% soldiers voted
for NLD, the party of Aung Sun

Suu Kyi at Hmabi, a military
garrison cily near Rangoon.
After thc 1988 massacre of
thousand unarmed students by
the military junta, it was re-
ported that many armymen
desericd the army, including
senior rankir.g officers such as
a Lt Col who joined the KNU-
backed exile government near
Thai border very recently. The
junta which is in fact living
with constant fears of coup
d'etat had Lo keep the army
busy and engaged in the jun-
gle, fighting the rebels. The
nta also fears that they will
Nuremburg style trials and
punishments il they hand over
power 1o the elected rn-
ment, as was told by the

Philippines [oreign seccrctlary

Mr Raul Monglapus in Bangkok
who paid a visit to re-

cently. Therciore, the sudden

*military build-up along the

Bangladesh-Burma border by
the junta should have a major
tive. In our opinion, same
tary rulcrs behind the so-
cialist government in 1978 si-
lently accepted the return of
more refugees, numbcering
over two lakh who crossed into
Bangladesh at that (ime.
Because, at thal time Burma
maintained few army batialions
in Akyab Division.

In our opinion this time
they are rcady by amassing
nearly 25,000 troops — ecither
they will push more refugees
into Bangladesh or they will
resist any attempt by
Bangladesh 1o send back tLhe
refugees, which they could not
do in 1978. Otherwisc why
are they digging trenches in-
side Burmese border and why
the anti-airerafl guns are there
or why are thcy rebuilding Lhe
old air ficld at Bothidong sub-
division? Bangladesh should
tackle the situation with ex-
treme care and the interna-
tional community including
the United Nations should be
invited to w.lness the silua-
tion, because the junta will not
hesitate to commit its troops
even at the risx of high causali-
ties to achicve the objectives of
creating a major incident and
divert the attention of
Burmese pcople, so that
could be Euk:d again ‘MUE
saying that the beloved army is
really defending the country
and giving lives for the natlonal

interest and so on. We think
the junta has no plan for de-
velopment works in Burma.
One should also take note Lthat
the real power behind this

Intentions are ?

juata is the military intelli-
gence chiel General Khin
Nyuni who has been making all
the threals ( the man most
feared in Burma : The Daily
Star, Decemiber 27, 1991 ) 0
foreign countrics Lhal urged
the junta to hand over powcr
to the clecled representatives.

The intcrnational commu-
nity and Lhe entire world
should not forget that Burma
alone produces over 40% of
the opium that poisoncd Lhe
youths of the entire world, lor
which this junta is also re-
sponsible because thcy could
have mobilised this huge mili-
lary machine to crush opium
growers and traders inside
Burma, instead of threatening
a peaceful country like

h.

Bangladesh should seck
immediate help il nccessary
from friendly countrics to
counter these unwarranted
thrcats. This is, howcver, not
80 surprising from rnilitary
point of view. Any sudden at-
lack could achieve a result as
the Burmese troops did; BDRR

-or any other sccurily units

could never dream of such at-
tack from a friendly country
like Burma. .
llaving Muslim population
in the border arca of Burma
while there is a Muslim major-
ity country on the othcr side of
the border is also not surpris-
ing, because in almost Lhe
countries, the bordering peco-
plc have usually similar culture
or religion. While thcre are
Muslims in the Burmcse bor-
der arca, there are Buddhist
Mogs inside Bangladcsh bor-
der, in Cox's Bazar areas and in
the hill tracts with similar cul-
lure like the Buddhists.
These Ro a Muslims have
been staying in the Burma bor-

der arcas since befure the |

British rule and they arc not
Bangladeshis. The United
Natlons or any third country
may investigate and find out
the truth that these rclugceces
arc Burmese citizens whose
identity cards or other docu-
nenls may have been scized by
Burincse authorities now or
during many ol their previous
such operations. Burma {is re-
poriedly trying to purchase
ncarly US$ 1000 fon worth
of wea from China. The
wholc international community
should condemn Burma's un-
warranted military adventures
of such nature.

Marufl Hassnat
Uttara Model Town, Dhaka.
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