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Limited democracy in
Saudi Arabia likely

RIYADH, Jan 1 : Saudi
Arabia will set up a consuliative
counedl in Fgbruary, King Fahd
announced in a move scon as a
limited democratization of the

regime, reports AFP.

The told a cabinet
meeling late Monday that the
authorities would likewisc an-
nounce in February the gide-
lnes of what he described as a
"fundamental law” based on
Sharia {(Islamic Law]

But he did not specify whalt
powers the consultalive coun-
cil would have or how many
members it would comprise.

The creation of a council
has been promised by rulers of
this conservative Sunni Muslim
kingdom for more than 10

. In 1980, the Interior
ter was asked to draw up
a 200-artick’ "Systcm of Rule”
based on Islamic principles.

the Gull erisis, Ki
F‘-m he would I".':
up the introduction of a con-
sultalive council.

Oman, Qatar and the
United Arab Emiralcs—who
along with Saud! Arabia, Kuwaft
and Bahrain form Lhe six-na-
tion Gull Cooperation Couneil
[GCC}—have already intreduced
consultative co :

Kuwait' s ruler, Sheikh Jaber
al-Ahmad al-Sabah, has pro-
mised that parliament would
be restored next Octlober,

In Oman, the Consultalive
Body is made up of 60 mem-
bers, 59 of whom are selected
among the top representalives
ol provinces while fts chair
man is designated by the
Government.

The Omani Council ean call
debates on draflt laws before
they are ratified and is entitled

lo propose changes: Il can also
question cabinel minislers on

domestic aflairs.

Lankan minister

plans

to talk with Tamils

COLOMBO, Jan 1: A Sr
Lankan minister is reconsider-
ing proposed peace talks with
TTIIH] rebels after an influen-
tial critic said his plan would
divide the country and lead to
perpetual civil war, reports
Reuter.

A spokesman of Saumia-
morthy Thomdaman, Minister
of Rural Industrial Develo-
pment and Tourism, conlfir-
med a report in today's slate-
run daily news quoting the
minister as saying hc was
rcconsidering a trip to the

rebel stronghold of Jalfna.

Thondaman, a Tamil, was
due to travel o the North this
month for tulks with the rebels
stronghold Jaflna.

Thondaman, a Tamil, was
rdue to travel to the north this
month for talks with the rebels
on an cnd to Lheir cight-ycar
revolt, which has claimed
thousands of lives.

"As a devoled Lankan ciu-
zen, 1 igdt it my duly Lo try and
persuade the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eclam gucrillas to ¢n-
ter the negotfaling process. To
do this | must have the back-
ing ol Lthe Sinhalcse people”,

the newspaper guoted him' as
saying

The Tigers arc lighting for a
scparute state in the north and
casl for Tamils, who account
fur 18 per cent of the 16.5
million population. Most Sri
Lankans are Sinhalese.

Thondaman's plan involves
granting greater aulonomy lo
the Tamils through an elected
provincial government in the
north and east.

This government would
control state land, run its own

judictary and establish a police

force made up of former mili-
tants. It would also be able to
negotiate forcign aid, collect
taxes and run Lhe region's
porls.

A scnior buddhist monk
from the majority Sinhalese

communily has called for the

plan to be rojected.

"The government has no
right o ncgotiate with a ter-
rorist group like the Tigers™,
Reverend Mailden Pannasccha
said in a statcment on Sunday.

"Let them lay down their arms

first and come to the ncgotia-
tions table like any other
peacceiul Tamil group.”

{IBEREEERY

46 die after drinking alcohol: a: s

46 people died after drinking

an alcoholic brew in the west

Indian metropolis of Bombay, news reports said Wednesday,

reports AP.

The victims, mostly poor labourers, were cclebrating new
year's eve in a state-owned bar, Uniled News of India said.

Some of them were found.
Government Country

lying dead ncar the Chaaya
Liquor Bar early Wednesday.

Police have arrested the man in charge of the bar and have

sealed the, cellar, the news

said

Country liquor is a low-priced, purl!y distilled alcoholic
drink popular among poor who cannot aflord other alcoholic

drinks.

At lcast 33 people were hospitalised in scrious m;'ld!unn.

VOA to broadcast in Croatian :

Beginning New

Year's Day,

the Voice of America will

broadcast news in the language of Croatian, which has
declared its independence from Yugoslavia, reports AP from

on.
VOA head

quariers said Tucsday Croatian would be the 46th

language used by the U S government sponsored overscas ra-
dio

The new programme will last hall an hour, Monday
through Friday. Up to now, VOA has had a single Serbs-
Croatian programme of 75 minutes daily with scveral items
in Croatian and the rest in Serbian. Scrbian and Croatian are
closely related; educated Scrbs and Croats can understand
one another without a translalor. |
. But Serbian is written and printed in Cyrillic characters
like Russian while Croatian uscs the Roman alphabet like west

European languages. :
Ukraine seeks IMF membership :

Ukraine has become the [irst republic of the new
Commonwealth of Independent States to request
membership in the International Monclary Fund (IMF), the
lending organisation announced Tucsday, rcports AFP from
Washingion. :

Russia, the largest of the former Sovict republics, has so
far made no overtures to the IMF, a fund officials said, spcak-
ing on condition of anonymity. The three Baltic states, which

do not belong to the commonwealth, already arc members of

the IMF.

Before its disintegration, the Sovict Union had asked to
join the IMF but the republics must now apply indtvidually.
Mcmbership in the IMF opens the way for membership in the

World Bank, an important source of development financing.

Rebels kill 10 in Colombia § A i

ten people were killed in year-end rcbel attacks, including
the wife of a police officer, officials said Tuesday, reports AP
from Bogota.

The largest clash was rcported in the central Colombian
town of Chita, where almost 200 rebels attacked a police sta-
tion late Monday, killing five police and one officer's wife, the
defence ministiry reported Tucsday.

The guerillas, from the left-wing National Liberation Army,
look control of the town and withdrew carly Tucsday morn-
ing, leaving scveral bufldings partially destroyed and the tele-
phone lines cut, They suffcred no casualtics.

Four rebels were killed in other clashes with government
troops, police reported Tucsday.

Amnes“? for 500 Lankan prisoners :
Five hund

convicts scrving prison terms of up to six
months will be granted an amnecsty to mark President

Wm‘u third year in officc, ncws rcports
said W y. reports AP.

All nther'flrlmrrin the island nation will get a repricve
FL'I ul;n: month from their sentences, the government-owned
News newspaper said. Premadasa completes three years

as president Thurng e :
Sri Lanka granted an amnesty lo 1,000 prisoncrs on
Christmas, commu 10 death sentences Lo 20 ycars im-
prisonment and suspended sentences. Repricves of

three weeks for every year of active prison tcrms also wer
awarded. ' - P :

Fireworks break out over the Kremlin's Spassky gate and St Bassils Cathedral. Hundreds of
people turned up for the event which also marked the first year since 1917 without

communist in power and without the Soviet Union.,

UNDATED, Jan ‘] : Kremlin
cannon gave a booming salulc
to 1992 and with it the official
end of the Sovict Union. El
Salvador n the year with a
peace , but ctvil war sul-
lied celebrations in Yugoslavia
and former Soviet Georgla, re-
ports AP,

The economic downturn in
the West was noled by Pope
John Paul Il in his New Ycar's
Eve homily. He focused it on
Rome, saying the Catholic
Church would inl.crul'?' its ef-
forts to ease the suffering of
poor people in the dity.

In London, 75,000 revelers
packed Tralalgar Square and

- surrounding strcets to wel-

come the New Year to the
chimes of ncarby Big Ben.

In' New York, 200,000
people watched the brilliant
white ball drop above Times
Square, marking the stroke of
midnight. )

Although much of Asia
doesn't usher in the Year of
Lhe Monkey until the lunar

1 new year, falling on February 4,

— AFP photo

joy and sorrow

this year, millions of Japancse

thronged shrines and temples
for New Year's prayers.

New Year's revelry also had
its victims. In the Philippines,
offictals said at lcast L peo-
ple died and nearly 1,000
were hurt by indiscriminate
gunfire while fireworks caused
al least 10 fires in the capital
Manila. .

Al lcast 48 celebrants in
Bombay died aller drinking a
fermented brew tainted with
chemicals to increase its po-
tency, Indian officials said.

The 74-ycar-old Soviel
Union ended its legal cxis-
tence al midnight, the bells in
Red Square ringing in 1992 as
fireworks erupted in blue,
white and red, the colours ol
Russia’s flag.

In Poland, President Lech
Walesa appealed to Poles to
take advantage ol the freedom
and possibilities he said are
now available despite the
country's troubled 2-year-old
drive to a market :

Hopes rose for an end to El

Salvador's |12 year-old civil war
when rebel and rnment
negotiators at United
Nations announced moments
aflter midnight that they have
agreed to pecace. A formal
ceasefire is set for February 1.

it was a final dramatic vic-
tory for UN Secretary-General
Javier Perez de Cuellar, who
ended his decade-long tenure
on New Year's Eve.

Resolving the Salvadoran
conflict was a top priority for
the Peruvian UN Chiel, who
was succecded Wednesday by
Egypt's Dutros Butros-Ghall.

More fighting erupled
Tuesday in Thilisi, capital of
the former Sovict republic of
Georgla, afler rebels and pro-
government forces called up
reinforcements and exchanged
heavy machine gun and cannon
fire along the city's main
streel.

hiing also hcralded the
New Year in Yugoslavia. Zagrch
Radio repourlied altllacks
Tuesday night by the Scrb-
dominated armed forces on

Puangab.

India to fence
border with
Pakistan

BERMER, Jan ]: The coun-
try's entire border with
Pakistan from Jammu and

said here today, reports PTI.
fence 1t r

niry's

He said the barbed wire
fencing would be taken up In
different in accordance
with of resources.

tnlﬁnﬂhn.h
said security would be becfed
up in border arcas of
as militants were using the
desert state to cross over o
Pakistan in view of the mount-

ing pressure on them Iin
Jammu and Kashmir and

World welcomes new year amid

three Croatian wwns.

War also ushered In the
New Year in Somalia, where
Western add workers say up 0
5,000 peoplc are believed 10
have died in fighting in the last
six works.

in Cuba, Conumunist author-
itics marked 1992 by announc-
ing Tucsday's campaign against
dissidents. Forcign diplomats
in Havana said Lhis is thought
to mecan Lthe government will
continue s practice of dis-
couraging fls opponents by pe-
riodically arrcsting thetr load -
ers.

In Johanncsburg, South
Alnica, 'resident F W de Klerk

redicted that 1992 would
ng political breakthroughs
and -ouﬂl W assure whites
they would not be subjugalcd
under a future black govern-
ment.

Argentines woke wup
Wednesday Lo their ifth cur-
rency in 22 — the peso.
The austral, introduced in
1985, has boen devalucd by in-
flation Lo ncar worthlessnces.

Truce in Salvador from Feb 1

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 1;
Combatants in El Salvador's
12-year civil war rcached a
cease-fire accord today (o go
into effect on February 1, the
United Nations said, reports
Reuter.

AP adds: Negolialions have
agreed to end El Salvadors 12-
year old civil war, the top US
State Department oflicial for
Latin American said early
Wedncsday.

“The formal cease-fire begin
February 1", Bernard Aronson
told reporters."To - the
Salvadorian people, it's the
best New Year's prescnt they
could have,”

The talks confinued into
the aflternoon but one delegate

for the rebels' said they had

bogged down over land re-
form.
The leftist rebels are con-

cerned about establishing so-
ctal programme (o lift people

out of s ring poverty.
Other unresolved issues

have included rebuilding El

.Salvador's police, the rebels

want their guerillas to be in-
chided in the police foree, but
the government opposes this.

The negotiations have been
going on for two weeks.

Thomas Pickering, the US
ambassador to the United
Nations, and Bernard Aronson,
the top State Department offi-
cial for Latin America, were on
hand for the meetings Sunday
and Monday, suggesting the
Washington was pressuring the
Salvadoran government to re-
solved the conflict.

El Salvador has reccivid
about dirs 1 billion in US aid
over the past decade.

The US ollicials would not

comment on their role in the
talks. Pickering formerly was
US ambassador to El Salvador.

Salvadoran President
Allfredo Cristiani arrived
Saturday to take part in the
talks after urging from Perez
de Cuellar and the rebels.

Rebel spokesman Roberto
Canas said that the US
role in the talks had been
helpful. He said Cristiani was
not talking directly with the
rebels and likened the presi-
dent’'s role to that of a busi-
nessman who sends his
lawyers to negotiate with the
ursons.

The rcbels unilaterally de-
clared a ccase-fire in
November bul said a perma-
nent truce depuended on sel-
tling substantial questions

about postwar El Salvadoran.

'Koreas will move closer to
reunification this year

SEOUL, Jan 1: South
Korean President Roh Tac-Woo
said today that hc belicved the
two Koreas would move closer
to reunification this ycar, re-
ports Reuter.

" The new ycar will open
an era during which wec will
consiruct a national commu-
nity for all our 70 million

~compatriots.” Roh said in a

new year message to the na-
tion.

"All of us share the belicf
that in the ncw ycar we will
witneéss an epochal change that
will bring us closer Lo democ-
racy, prosperity and unifica-
tion."

The two neighbours, tcech-
nically at war since the 1950-
53 Korean conflict , initialled a
five-point joint declaration on
Tuesday to make the peninsula
nuclear-free. _

Roh has called for a meet-

_ing with North Korcan lcader

Kim I1-Sung to set the stage
for eventual rcunification of
the peninsula.

Kim has never met a South
Korean President.

"It is now high time that
the South and the North
to march hand-in-hand toward
unification,” Roh said.

“The disconnccled roads
must be reconnected and the
disrupted train secrvice re-
sumed.”

LLast month the prime
ministers ol the two sidcs
signed a non-aggrcssion ac-
cord easing four decades of
enmity across the world's last
cold war frontier.

In Pyongyang, Kim said in
his-new year address that an
independent stance was
needed to bring about reunifi-
cation.

"People who want to con-
tribute to natjonal rcurification
should thoroughly reject the

'
dependence on foreign forces
and hold on to the stand of na-
tional independcence, ° he was
quoted as saying by the official
KCNA news agency, monitored
in Tokyo.

“No one shall be permitted
to put unjust pressure upon
North Korea, arguing about
the nuclear inspection,” he
added.

Undcer the dralt pact s
on Tucsday the two Eﬂ

lo us¢ nuclecar encrgy

solely for pcacclul purposcs

and to submit thcir plants 1o
inspection for unclear
WEapons.

"The North and South
Korea should make every of-
fort to realisc arms reduction,
casc tcnsion and turn the
Korean peninsula into a nu-
clear arms-[ree peace zone In
accordance with the spirt of
the agrcement,"KCNA quoted
Kim as saying

Burma recognises

Russia

RANGOON, Jan 1. Bumma

has recogniscd Russia, saying
rclations beilween the 1wo

| countrics will bec based on the

principics ol pcaccful co-exis-
tence, a Forcign Ministry
statemcnl said. reporis AFT.
According Lo the stalement,
issucd late Tuesday, DBurma
recognized Russia, "which has
assumed the rights and obliga-
tions of the former Union of
Sovicet Socialist Republics, both
in bilateral rclations and in the
context of communily of na-
tions, including the scat and

" membership of the United

Nations.”

The Stalc Law and Order
Restoralion Council, the offi-
cial name of Burma's military
junta, said rclations boelween
the two countrics would con-
tinue “bascd on Lhe five prin-
ciples of peaccful coexistence,”
the statecment said.

"The govcrnment and the
pcople of Myanmar (Burma)
look forward to further pro-
moting existing ties wilh the
governmcnts of the Russian
Fedcration and the Russian
;p-:;pl: as well,” the stalement

Int'l confce on
reconstruction of

Iran soon

NEW YORK, Unitced Nations,

Jan 1: The U.N commission on
the reconstruction of Iran fol-

lowing ils eight-year war with

{ lraq has recommended hold-

ing an inlernational confer-
ence on the subject as soon as
possible, rcports AFP.

In a report made public

Tuesday, U.N Sccrelary
General Javier Percz De
Cuellar's last in office, Lthe

head of the pancl, Abdul Rahim
Farah, said hc favored a con-
fcrence of the UN member
stales and specialized agencics
to determine the best way to
rcbuild Iran following the war,

4

Venezuela.
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Off the Record

Cody one in
a million

HOUSTON : A local has parfayed an appearance in
"Dances with Wolves™ into a lucrative mowic carccr. He might

be a bit player o some. but o his owner, Cedy the buflale is
“one in a million,” reports AP

The burly bison has compicted his scecond full-length
movie, Fiyer.” which also stars John Hurt and Ben
Johnson.

Walt Disney Company cven wants to buy Cody for a Wild
West show at its new Eure Disncy theme in France. But
owner Mike Fogel, who carned dirs 200,000 for "Radie
Flyer,” says Cody is not for sale.

Toys instead of cup

SAN DIEGO : A planc that carried the yacht of a Russian
group hoping to crash that America’s Cup competition re-
turned home carrying tons of Children's loys and much-
nceded food and medicine, reports AP.

The Antonov 124, the world s largest transport plane, left
San Diego's intcrnational Airport on Sunday cvening for
::J:r'uw with about 70 tons rclicl aid and supplics. organisers

The items tnchaded toys lor Russia's children, which had
been requested with th€ food and medicine by Russian
Federation President Boris Yeltsin. The mercy mission was
organized by US charitics and missions, which loaded the
supplies onto the plane over the weekend.

"Dreams often come true"

During his years as a in Lebanon, Joseph Cicippio
dreamed of taking his wife o the Rose Paradc on New Year's
Day, reports AP.

The dream finally came true.

It came Inte my mind in my first year of my captivity,
right after Christmas,” Cicip pio, 6]1. sald Tucsday as he
prepared to view Pasadena's 100rd Tournament of Roses and
the 78th Rose Bowl foothall classic.

‘1 had thought that f | ever got out of this thing the first
thing | was geing to do was take wife 1o this Hose Bowl
introduce her to the USA With this spectacular display
flowers,” he said.

L5

Miss India Ritu Singh waits to be interviewed during
the Miss World 1991 contest. Ritu, 20, finished in the top
ten to winner Niniberth Beatriz Leal Jimenez of

— AFP photo

'China accuses UK of

destabilising H K

HONG KONG, Jan 1: China
tacitly accusced Dritain today of
trying Lo dcesiabilise llong
Kong by announcing the re-
t ment of the governor, Sir
David Wilson, without a naming
a successor, reports AFP.

In a signed letter, the pro-
Betjing daily Wen Wel Po said
London’'s announcement this
weck that Wilson would retire
afller British general clections,
duc by July, would make con-
tinuity of contact impossible in
the 1997, when the territory
reverts to Chinese sovercignty.

The move s part of a
British plot to retain influence
in the territory afller 1997,
when' the territory reverts Lo
Chincse sovereignty.

The move is part of a
British plot to rctain influence
in the territory after 1997, it
said. Wen Wei Po and and an-
olther pro-Belfing newspaper,

which ended in 1988, | Ta Kunk Pao, urged Hong Kong

‘9] leaves eastern

BEIJING, Jan 1: China's
Communist leaders unlcashed
a barrage ol publicity at the
weckend, telling their people
of the problems and faflures in
Eastcrn Europe after the col-
lapse of communism there,
reports [wuter.

"Using western medicine
not’ only could climinate Lhe
contradictions and conflicts
that alrcady existed bul. Also
crealed ncew contradictions
and conllicts, " the official
Peoplc's Daily Siadon Sunday
in a signed commentary enti-
tled "Eastern Europe”: The
IIBB'I that disappointed peo-
pie’. _

"People are losing their

confidence in this kind of
"frcedom™ and "democracy,” it
added.

The New China News
Agency on Salurday issided a
signed analysts describing how
" 1991 lcaves eastern Europe
in shadow ol crisfs.”

The articles painted stark
pictures of political upheavals
and ecconomic chaos In
Romania,’ Bulgaria, Poland,
Albania, Czechoslovakia and
Hungary , with falling stan-
dards of living, rising crime
and political unrest.

China's Premier L1 Peng
sald last wceek his country's
cconomy would grow by a real

55 per cent In 1992 aflter a
scven per cent rise in gross
national product this year.
Shops arc full of food and
inflatfon is under control.
“1991 was Lhe second year
after Lhe sharp change in cast-

ern Europe ," the Pcople’s
Daily said. i
"The political situation s

unstable, the cconomy is in re-
ccssion, people's standards of
living have declined greatly
and they feel their futures are
unccertain. This 1s the real situ-
ation in Eastern Europcan
countries this ycar.”

Under the headings of
"unslable politics”, grim eco-
nomic situation " and " al a loss

about the future, " the newspa-
l;}n:r prescnted a list of wous
acing the countries that re-
jecled communism.

Right now in all the cast-
ern Europcan countrics Lthere
isn’t one political party that
can form a nuclcus fof powur).
Multi-partly asscmblics have
become soclal clubs with ¢nd-
less fighting,” it said.

China’'s Communist leadcrs,
who crushed pro-democracy
demonstrations in 1989, have
made 1L clear they will not Lol-
erate political pluralism,

The Peopic’s Dally said that
in Poland " people have alrcady
started to felt sick of these
"democratic activilics.”

Europe in shadow of crisis

The newspaper also said
that those who wanted Lo
change the system should not
look to the West for help. In
easicrn Europe "Weslern aid
has been little and slow o ar-
rive and comes atlached with
harsh political conditions *

“1991 is a ycar during
which East Europcan coun-
trics, have all been shrouded
in the dark shades of political
and cconomic criscs,” the New
China News Apcincy said.

"It Is widcly belicved  that
the swilchover process in Easl
Europecan countries will be a
long and painful one.”

people in editorials to con-
tribute to the smooth trans
of power. :
sts said the two pa-

Ecra‘ which are larg':llzrhandd
y Beijing, unoffic repre-
sent the views of the Chinese
government in Hong Kong,

The letter in Wen Wei Po
salid Britain's announcing that
Wilson was to retire without
naming his successor was "a
political move”.

Britain has given tacit sup-
port to thec growing self-rule
scniiment here, it said, and
this has expanded the power
of the legislative counecil
(Legeo).

™

Another report says:
llundreds of Hong Kong
demonstrators, waving banncrs
and singing songs, marched to
Beijing De Facto
demanding the relcase of
political prisoners in China.

e it

Foreign students
in UAE exempted

from school fees

ABU DHABI, Jan 1 :
President Sheikh Bin
Sultan Al Nahyan has ondered
that all expatriate students in
government schools be ex-
empted from school fees with
effect from December 23,
1991, according to Education
Mintster Hamad Abdul Rahman
Al Madfa, reports WAM.

In a stateinent, Madia said,
"the President's order em-
anates from his beliel that ed-
ucation opportunitics be made
available the children of the

expalriate commu residing
in the UAE., Y ;



