12

|

supply ol contra-

although on small
aller December
thorities de-

- llnugllur::

ti>
it

i
i

M :hnrptn'
in tl':':pl saw
sales of popular smuggled con-
sumer items, inchuding Indian
saree and foreign fabrics from
Japan and Thailand.

For the last two months,
shopowners have been trying
to attract consumers wilh
continued advertisements for
reduction sales.

Meanwhile, the government
has reached a consensus with
the community in the
wake of the much-talked -about
coun e ant-smuggling
drive,

The authorities have re-
portedly given assurance to the
traders that retailers would be

Contraband item sale

contraband forcign
been identified for

phase of the drive.
ftems on the list in-

clude cotton sarcc,silk fabrics
and grey cloth, foreign cf-

garelles, illegally imported
foreign liquors, lmtun-bumu:d
wears, foreign umbrella, soap
and razor, foreign cerande and
cutlerics, clectric celling lans
cic, tubce light. ball pcn and bi-
cycle spares. |

Concerned oflicials said
items which had long been hit-
ung local industrics would be
dealt with scriously in the
planned drive. Textile prod-
ucls including collon sarce
and cigaretics were pointed
out as such ftems.

Home Ministry officials said
a joint force comprising po-
lice, BDR, customs and the
representatives ol trade bodics
would be in charge of launch-
ing the putsch.

Divisional antli-smuggling
task forces will direct Lthe op-
cration in Lhgir respcclive
jurisdictions. In districts,
depuly commissioners will be
responsible for guiding the
opcration.

The national anti-smuggling
task force will guide and noni-
tor the whole opcration, start-
ing on the new ycar's day
(Wednesday).
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CIS agrees on joint
nuclear command

MINSK (Belarus), Dec 30:
Leaders of the 11 former
Soviet republics agreed Mon-
day to establish a unificd com-
mand over nuclear wcapons
but could not resolve differen-
ces over conventional military
forces, a source said.

Another meeting will be
needed in the new ycar lo de-
cide Lthe remaining issues, ac-
cording Lo the source, who
spoke on condition of

No dale was set for that

he said.

The lcaders, holding their
second meeting, agreed that
former Soviet Dcfense Minis-
ter Yevgeny Shaposhnikov sho-
uld slay on as military comm-
ander for two morc months,
according to the source, who
attended the mecling.

Shaposhnikov was named
interim commandecr al the Dec
2] commonwealth mecling.

Failure to appoint Shapo-
shnikov for a longer period
reflected growing differcnces
over control ol the armed
forces. Russia, Ukraine, Mold-
ova, Armenia and Azerbaijan
have said they want to form
their own armies.

Monday's negoliations were
“very controversial,” the source
said.

AFP adds: Opposition to
Russia’'s potential domination
of the new Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS)
hardened today as talks amo
leaders of the 11 repul:-!l:f
opened here.

The first point on the -
nda — adoption of CIS II.HI:E:H
was dropped, Tass news
agency reported, although
leaders of the 11 republics had
been expected to cndorse a
council of heads of statec and

council of heads of govern-
ment, as well as sct up a
special commillce for ccology
and emergency siluations.
Ukrainian president Leonid
Kravchuk was quoled by
Interfax news agency as saying
: "we must first takc a closc
look at what this Commo-
nwedlth significs belore we

Lulk about Ukraine's signature
on CIS statutcs.”

Kravchuk said agrcements
signed when the CIS was
founded December 8 had since
been broken. "The single rou-
ble space is a fiction,” he said,
relerring to the decision to usc
a single currency throughout
the CIS, and several states’
subsequent announccments
that they will set up their own
currcncies,

One killed as
BDR, ricedealers
clash in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Dc¢c 30 : One
pcrson was injured by gunfire
and fifty others by lathi charge
at Jhaudanga Bazar undcr
Salkhira upazila, Monday
morning, following a clash
between ricedeakers and BDR
personnel. -

Reports say that a group of
ricedealers came to Jhaudanga
Bazar from their villages to scll
ricc when BDR personnel
scized the rice claiming it had
been brought from India. The
dcalers denied this and
claimed that they were bona
fide rice dealers showing legal
documents, yet the BDR per-
sonnel paid them no heed,
which led to the allcrcation
between them.

4 prisoners

From 1 Col 7
the Daily Star lcl.?lrj‘ were
kept in two cells in the court
hajat. Mukim, Babul and Arzu

Habilder AKM Mainuddin
told the photographer that
Julhash stabbed him first when
the gate was unlocked. He

Dhaka H:lrupnlltar;
Police from different units be-

flee court

rickshaw driver Jasimuddin
from Khilgaon Rail Crossing.
They were in the aulo-ricks-
haw bearing number Dhaka
Metro-Da-6668. Police seized
the auto-rickshaw and reco-
vered a dagger from them,
police said.

Police said, all of the four
prisoners werc waniuvd in
number of cascs with duferent
police stations.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Mctropo-
litan Police in a press relcasc
last night declared rewards for
information on whercabouts of
the four prisoners and their

accomplices.

Severe cold ahead

Stafl Corrcspondcnt
¢ cold wave now
sweeping the country may turn
scvere today ) as the
night temperature is expccted
to fall further by 1-2 dcgree

The temperature fell below
the average normal by 2-6 de-
gree Celstus all over yesterday.

Rajshahi experience the
lowest temperature of the day
as well as of the season yesler-
dlg' when the mercury fcll to
7.5 degrees which was 8.4 de-
grees on F

In the capital the minimum
temperature fell 1o 10.5 de-

gree from Sunday’s 10.9.

.Chowdhury,

-
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Ganatantrik Chhatra Oikya holding sit-in in front of the Secretariat yesterday. — Bt:r ph
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Chhatra Okya | Furore over Golam Azam

_presses
for 10-point

By DU Correspondent

Ganatantrik Chhatra Otkya
(GCO) sat on demonstration,
Monday infront of the
Secretariat to press home Lhe
ten point demand ol the stu-
dents community and o root
out campus terrorism immedi-

GCO held a rally during the
demonstration from 11 am to
2 pm.

The GCO leaders said that
Jatlyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
Chhatra Leaguc (S-A) and
Chhatra Shibir were responsi-
ble for the continued violence
on the campuses.

The lecaders also said thal
the 10-point demand of the
students community and Lhe
other demands of different
scclors were being neglectled
and that autocratic rulcs still
existed in the Country.

GCO has taken on a scrics of
programmes till February 14,
1992. The programmes in-
cluded Anti-Imperialism Day
on January |, demonstration
and procession against ‘false
case’ and political suppression
on January 18, Shahced Azad
day on January 20, Mass
Movement day on January 24,
Anti-aytocracy day on Fcbruary
14.

The rally was addressed
among others by student
leader Nazmul [lug Khan
Prodhan, Nasir-ud-Doza, Dclal
Noor Ahmed
Bakul, Shalfce Ahmed, Faizul
Hakim Lala, Razekuzzaman
Ratan, Rajib Ahsan Munna,
Abdus Sattar Khan, Bidhan Roy
with student lcader Aminul
Islam in the chair,

AL protests
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result thousands of Muslim
refugees had entered into
Bangladesh which would affect
adversely the economy of the
country, they added. '

They said by kecping the
clected Burmesc lcader and
Nobel Prize winner Aung Suu
Kyi under house arrest instead
of handing over powcer o her
and by continuing barbarous
repressive measurcs on the
people, the Burmesc rcgime
was gradually making the re-
gional political situation com-

plex.
The Awami Leaguce leaders
sald the democracy loving

people of Bangladesh as neigh-
bours could not remain uncon-
cerned at the heinous activi-
ties of violating dcmocracy
and human rights in Burma.
They extended their support
to the struggle for democracy
of the Burmese pcople and
cxpressed the wish for ce-
ful coexistence and good rela-
tions based on mutual respect
with the neighbouring coun-
tries.

They also criticised the

Bangladesh government for its |

alleged failure in making im-
mediate protcst and undertak-
ing necessary sleps against
the border attack. It also al
lcged that the government was
nol informing the pcople
about the tense situation pre-
vailing along the Bangladesh-
Burma border.

They urged the govern-
ment to take immediale and
ellective steps for easing the
lension prevailing in the Bang-
ladesh - Burma border, peace-
fully.

They also condoled the
death of BDR Lance Naik Mos-
harral Hossain and expressed
sympathy for the members of
the bereaved family.

BNP fails to
fulfil hopes

of people : Jamaat

PABNA, Dec 30 :
Jamaat-e-Islami leaders
(Monday) accused the BNP
mﬂ'::l of failure in fulfill-
ng pes and aspiralions
of the people, reports UNB.

.The people had voled BNP
ln;wer for two square meals
a but the rmment had

to fulfl tions,
Deputy Ameer of Jamaat Abbas
Ali Khan told a public meeting
at the local town hall this
afternoon.

Top
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media on Monday, instructed
the relevant agencies o collect
reports on the molive behind
the Jamaal action. A compe-
tent source in the ministry
told this correspondent that
the ministry will forward the
agencies’ report o the Prime
Minister on its receipt,

The Home Minisiry which
has rejected Colam Azam's
prayer for citizecnship scveral
times, was also surpriscd to
know that he had become the
Jamaat chiel, the source says.
The government cancelled
Golam Azam's Bangladceshi ciu-
zenship in April 1972 for his
activitles opposing Lhe coun-
try's War ol Liberalion in 197
and collaborating with the oc
cupation forces of Pakistan.

Jamaat-e-Islami Assistant
Secretary General Mohammad
Quamruzzaman lold The Datly
Star last night that the Majlis-
e-Sura, the highest deciston:
making body of the parly had
elected Golam Azam the
Amecr of the partly as the party
workers did not wanl their
lcader to remain out of the
scene. Besides, he addced,
there was assurance by the
present government ol recog-
nising Azam as a Bangladeshi
citizen, he said.

Zaman argucd Lhal his party
considers Golam Azam a cili-
zen by birth,

Since the canccllation of his
citizenship, in 1972, Golam
Azam applied to regain it three
times fore coming Lo

on July 11, 1978.
Inspite of being rejected, Go-
lam Azam camec here with a
Pakistani passport and prayed
for citizenship once again in
November 1978 and has since
been staying in Bangladesh.

The reactions from the
Awami League, Palrioltic
Democratic Front (PDF) and
the Five-party Combine came
in the wake of press rcports
that Golam Azam addressed a
party meeting following his
clection as Ameer of Jamaat.

The opposition leaders
called all pro-libefation and
democratic forces to rise
against the quarters which
were ng to rehabilitate the
identified anti-liberation ele-
ments like Golam Azam.

Talking to the UNDB the
Awami League General Scocre-
tary Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
MP, said those who allowed
the Pakistani citizen Golam
Azam branded as anti-libera-
tion element, to enter into the
couniry arc responsible for
rehabilitating him in the na-
tional politics.

“It's an ominous sign for
country’'s politics and a Lotal

disrespect to the bleod of the
martyrs and spirit of the Lib-
cration War,” Sajcda said.

She also urged the free-
dom-fighters and democratic
forces to resist the 'unholy
forces’ unitedly.

The CPB President and a
leader of the PDF Saitfuddin
Ahmed Manik said, 'we can't
understand how does a foreign
national do politics in another

country’.
Manik said the rnment
should take legal action against

the party which made Azam its
chief.

Hasanul Haqg Inu of the Five-
party alllance in his rcaction
to the UNB said Golam Azam is
an identified anti-liberation
clement who was directly in-
volved in killing during the
Liberation War. lle demanded
of the Home Ministry to ex-
plain to the people how a Pak-
istani citizen, a hated man
like Golam Azam could be
madce chicl of a political party
in Bangladesh.

The Workers Party lcader
Rashed Khan Mcnon, MP?, in a
statcment termed the Jamaat
act as anlU-constitutional and
said the nation could by no
mcans accept the party's dect-
ston.

He termed Golam Azam's
becoming the Jumaal chicf as
a challenge 1w country’s consu-

tullon and its War of Libura--

tion.

Bomb blast
kills 20 in
Berrut

BEIRUT, Dec 30: A power-
ful car bomb cxploded in a
poor residential neighborhood
Monday, killing at least 20
people and wounding 40, po-
lice said, reports AP,

The wounded {included
former Prime Minister Shafik
Wazzan, who was passing
through the area in his bul-

letproof car. Police said Wazzan
was hospitalized and later dis-

charged.
Hartal call
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sion In the meceling,

M Kaliluddin, former MP
and Mcmber of the advisory
committee, AKM Abdul Man-
nan, an Awami Leaguce lcader
and member of advisory
committee, Afsaruddin Chow-
dhury, General Sccretary of
Chillagong City Chapter of
Jamaal-e-Islami Bangladesh
and other leadcrs of Muslim
League, JSD (Inu), Chitlagong
Dock Sramik League, BNP,
Jaliyabadi Sramik Lcaguc,
Chhatra Dal and Juba Dal were
present during the mecting.

oto

Use of wood as fuel
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tree-owners in the villages.

The country’'s annual re-
quircment  of coal was 6.25
lakh mtric lons, according to
a government  survey con-
ducted in 1988,

Llowever, the amount of the
annual use of firewood al the
brick ficlds is nol available.

When contacited the con-
troller of the direclorale of
coal AKM Shamsul Islam Llold
the Daily Star thal use of fire-
wood at the kilns should be
stopped immediatlely, for the
greater national interest.

He said Lhal the country's
present stock of coal at the 35
dumps was two lakh and 82
thousand metric tons.

The stock, in addition to
about one lakh metric tons by
the private importers and
dcalers, was sullicient to meet
the present need of the
country, he said.

Brick burning at the
hearths take place during the
winter beginning late
Scptember ll March every
ycar. Energy Ministry sources
said that arrangements have
been made o supply gas Lo Lhe
brick fields in the arcas around

- the capital, in Narayanganj and

in districts.
However, they fcared that
burning of the fucl wood

would contlinue al the fields
in the other parts, particularly
in the western part of the
country where nalural gas is
not available. |
Privalte coal imporicrs said
that enforecement of the ban at
the upazila lcvel was pivolal for

increasing the use of coal and
saving the trees of the country.

A merely routine job on the
part of the Government would
entail an “invisible doom™ for
the country, one imporier said.

The Secretary General of
Bangladesh DBrick Field
Owners’ Associalion Kazi
Anisur Rahman told the Daily
Star that lack of gas supply,
alongwith infcrior quality of
coal forced the owners to go
for burning [ucl wood.

The governmient has Lo en-
surc gas conncetion and supply
high-grade coals for ending
the use of wood at the ficlds,

he m

ahman, howcever, con-
ceded that the use of fuel wood
at the brick ficlds was damag-
ing the ccological balance are
destroying the forests. "We
too are definitely concerned,”
he added. A

Rahran said that the gov-
ernment announcement olp 5
suming supply ol gas would
help reduce Lhe use of fire
wood at the brick fields.

Brick ficlds owners wcre
also vocal against the police,
who they said, realised moncy
from them even il they uscd
coal at the brick ficlds.

The high price of coal cou-
pling with the cost of meeling
the "seasonal demand” of Lhe
police forced them to use fire
wood at the kilns, they said.

One brick field owncer, who
wariled not to be named, con-
fided that the Government's
rclaxed attitude to enforce the
ban Infact encouraged the
owners (o use firewood at the
brick fields.

ernment
| piece of

Land for stage soon : PM

Drama festival
begins

Prime Minister Begum

—— E":...‘.‘:‘:"..r;

in Eskaton arca
for construction of a

State Minister for Cultural
Affatrs, Prof Jahanara Begum,
and Additional Secretary in-
charge of Cultural Ministry,
Islamuddin Malik, attended

the function as special guests.
Kamal Lohani, Director
General of Shilpakala

Academy, and Nasir Uddin
Yusul, Chatrman of Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation, also
spoke on the occasion.

A message of renowned ac-
tor Mochammad Zakaria was
rcad out at the function.

Begum Khaleda Zia said the
government had directed the
Shilpakala o sct up a
500- seat national drama siage.

The Prime Minisicr said
drama had played an important
role in lvl.zl:ntrlg public opin-
fon during the anti-Uritish
movement, Liberation War of
the country and in the anti-
autocracy movement.

Arms seized
in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Dee 30 : A
semi-cannon was rccovered
from Beparipara In the lown
Sunday midnight, policce said.
Acting on a Up, police raided a
house in the arca and nabbed
Shahid Mian (20). The two-
inch mortar was said (1o have
been seized from his posses-

sion, reports UNB.

The h Bank and
all scheduled banks will re-
main closed for transaction Lo-
day (Tuesday) on account of

bank holiday, a Bangladesh
Bank press relcase said, re-

ports BSS.

JS bodies
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The commitice had discus-
sions with different quariers
including the vice chanccllors
of the universilics, represen-
tative bodies of university
teachers and officials of the
Home Ministry.

According to sources close
to the commillec members, it
failed to advance its activities
any meore as Lhe commillee
members belonging Lo AL boy-
cotted the commitllee meet-
ings in prolest of govern-
ment's initiative to form anu-
terrorism commillees
throughout the country com-
prising solely of BNP men.

According to sources, lwo
meetings of this committee
were held in the mecantime
with AL members .

The Law Minister and the
Chairman of the commitlce
has not convene any mccting
of this committec during the
last two weeks.

There is no chance for any
meeling of the parliamentary
committee on campus violcnce
before January 4, said a ruling
party MP last nighl since ‘the
Law Minister is busy working
on the Indemnity Bill.*

Khaleda
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the existing land condition of
the country. She said ‘we can
help the landless peasants
more cllectively if we know
the land position.’

She said it was not the re-
sponsibilily of the ruling party
alone 1o solve the problems of
the farmers, the vital produc-
tive forcc of the society.

Begum Zia called upon the
Krishak Dal leaders and work-

ers to work for fregeing the
farmers from the sotilal and
economic hardship rising

above Lthe pelty party interest.
You have the responsibility
to inform the democratic gov-
crnment about the real condi-
tion of the farmwrs knowing
closcly, she said.
She called upon the student

leaders, who had developed an

interest to work for the farm-
crs, to go Lo the rural arcas
and remain by their “side Lo
help them achicve a prosper-
ous life,

The function largely at-
tended by the councellors of
Krishak Dal from across the
country was also addressed by
LGRD and Coopcratives
Minister and BNP Sccrelary
Gencral Abdus Salam Talukdar,
Labour and Manpower Minister
and Convenor of Krishak Dal
Abdul Mannan Dhuiyan, Farida
Hasan MP, Alamgir Kabir, MP,
Khet Majur Samily Scerclary
Mojahidul Islam Sclim and
Jatiya Krishak Samily
President Abdul Malin,
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border to defuse
forces said.
Burma has massced about

five [t s
brigade o I'Wj-lbl““-

lension,

frontier with
cording (o the latest reports

recefved here,

It has also pul anti-aircraft
guns and tanks, gunboals and
advanced [ighlers on alert
along Lhe border which they
scaled oll and closed all transi!
faciliies since the December
21 atiack.

Hundreds of inhabitants
have descried thetr homes In
the bordering arcas fearing
fresh allacks from across the
border.

Reports say shootling of
guns and roaring of cannons
are conslantly heard from the
other side of the border.

The siluation was -
ing as the influx of
Muslims from Burma

continucd.

A Forvign Office
expressed optimism aboul the
outcome of today's is flag
meeling between the (weo
countries. It will at least bring
about a rapprochement to pave

Cop's death
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senior police officers for giving
“indulgence” to student ac-
tivists.
. A police constable who re-
fused to give his name told
UNB correspondent at the
hospital that wanted to
mop up the feuding armed
student activists before the si-
tuation deteriorated but were
restrained by their senior offi-
cers.

Witnesses said about 400
constables from the police
line crammed into the hospital
for taking over the body of
Shahidullah. became un-
rully and heard accusing the
officers for the death of thefr
colleague.

The body was brought o
the police line. None of the
police officers arc available till
late tonight to comment on
the situation.

into

Bangladesh pursuing a
icy of peaceful m-tl:ht:t::
and non-interference into in-
lt:rul?n.llﬂlllh-
tion table, he added.

BSS adds : There was no of-
fictal conflirmation whether
concentration of Myanmar

troops and weapons on the
come up discussion. A

impress upon the
Myanmar side to hold check
influx of Arakanese Muslims

into Bangladesh and thetr safe
return to their in

Arakan. '
Bangladesh side would
seck cooperalion of the
Lunthin, so that therc was no

Muslims meanwhile held
demonstration in Cox’s Bazar
yesterday demanding their
early return home.

Azad slates BNP
attack on

AL workers

By Staff Correspondent

Acling President of Awauni
Leaguce and Depuly Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad in a state-
ment Monday condemned the
allack on Awami Leaguce work-

ers and supporicrs al
Mclandah and Madarganj of
Jamalpur District.

The Awami Leaguc lcader
blamced the BNP workers for
the attack and allcged that the

law and order siluation al the
places delcriorated severcly
following repeated altacks by
the lerrorist group of the BNP.

lle further said the terror-
ists cven threatened the life of
local Awami League MP Mirza
Golam Azam.
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bill immediately.

DFP (BA) 10676-28/12
G-1149

URGENT NOTICE
It 1s once again notified for information of
honourable Telephone and Telex subscribers, that :

® Those who have not yet paid the current bill
including the arrears are requested to pay the

® Failing to pay the bill with the arrears by the
prescribed date, your Telephone/ Telex will be
disconnected without any notice.

® If you have not received the bill for reasons

whatsoever, then please collect the bill

immediately contacting the Revenue Office

concerned and avert disconnection. Because

disconnection is on due to arrear liabilities.

Dcdjcatcd 10 your service
Bangladesh Telegraph &
Telephone Board
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