DHAKA TUESDAY DECEMBER 31, 1991

——ﬁiNatlonal

Upazila

MAULVIBAZAR

Hunting, catching
of migratory
birds unabated

From Our Correspondent
- Dee 30 : Amateur hunters
and bird hers have been
killing the and migratory
birds with impunity in the
district despite government
ban.

A large number of hunters
are engaged in killing and
catching the guest birds that
are crowding Lhe Beels and
Haors of the district everyday,
witnesscs said.

Everyday a huge quantity of
different migratory and local
birds are being sold in differ-
ent markcts and bazars, espe-
cially in the town markets of
the district. Law enforcing
agencies are often play a silent
role o lake any stern action
against the ﬂh:p.li hunters and
bird catchers, it is alleged.

The migratory birds usually
throng in these regions from
the Siberian and other parts of
the ‘world 10 avoid biting cold.

Due o indiscriminate hunt-
ing and catching, the number
of migratory birds has been
decreasing rapidly.

Local people urged the au-
thorities to take stringent
measures against the amateur
hunters to save the local and
migratlory birds.

FENI
Tk 26 lakh for
construction
of 4 bridges

Dec 30 : A total of Taka 26
lakh has been sanctioned for
reconstruction of 4 bridges in
Sadar and Sonapur upazilas of
the district under the post-cy-
clone rehabilitation pro-

gramme, reports UNB.
Astan Development Bank

- will finance the Local
Government and Engineering

upazila.
Tlh 2.20 lakh has also
been sanctioned for recon-
struction of the bridge on
Canal in Sonapur

Workshop on
investigative
reporting
Dec 30 : A two-day work-

shop on ‘Investigative report-
. ing has ended at Bangladesh

for Rural Devel-
w (BARD) here, reports

mw for ?nsz

Rabi crop seeds
distribution

roundup

 JHENIDAH

Students' union
polls today

Dec 30 ;. Elections to the

Students’ ('nion of Mah-
atabuddin Degree College,
Kaliganj will be held on
Tuesday (Dccember 31), re-
ports UNB.

Three panels from

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),

Islami Chhatra Shibir and

Ja Chhatra Dal will contest
elections.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
CD) nominated Jahidul Islam
and Soleman Biswas as VP and
GS, Islami Chhatra Shibir nom-
inated Igbal Hossain and Azizur
Rahman as VP. and GS and
Jatiya Chhatra Dal selected
Hafizul Rahman and Idris Ali as
VP and GS arc contesling in

the election.

A total of 453 siudents are
expecled to cast their votes in
the elections.

TANGAIL

Bank branch
opens

Dec 30 : The 56th branch of
Islamic Bank, Bangladesh was
inaugurated here recently.

The inaugural function was
addressed among others by
Deputly Executive President of
Islamic Bank Mr M Azizul liug,
Deputy Commissioner, Tangail,
Mr Khan Shahabuddin, and
Chairman Tangail Paurashava
Mr Shawkat Ali Talukdar.

Mr Azizul Huq spcaking on
the occasion explained the op-
crational system of the bank
which, he said, will provide
banking scrvices'under Islamic
Shariah.

BRAHMANBARIA

Arms, smuggled |~

goods selzed

rounds of ammunition from
the Titas Raflway Dridge arca.
n:pl:u'u UNB.

F tling information from

the arms while the, dacoils
'managed W0 escape.
Bangladesh Riflles scized
sm s worth aboul
Taka 5 from a passengr
lrain, police said here re-
cently:

" Acting on a secret information,

a conlingent of BDR searched
Lihuirab local train [rom
Ball at Brahmanbaria Stalion
and recovered the contrabands
recuendly.

“The goods include 225 bags
r sugar and 20 DG Phose
Later the goods were handed
over (o Akhaura Customs
Department. Cases have been
flled In these connection.

CHUADANGA
Dacoity at
Customs godown
n_o-c-w

Dec 30: A

3 uncontested
UP chairmen

h_mc-m

Dec 30: Three persons have
been clected Chairmen uncon-

Rmt-less peopll.- B:tmg mld has left them helpleu They arein a 'bul to keep them warm.

— Star photo

|

Notes from
Kishoregan;
From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ Dec 30 :

The conference of Itna 'I'hnnn '

Unit of Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) was held at

‘Moheshchandra Shikyaniketan

with Mr Qudaratullah in the
chair recently.

Mr. Abdul Hye, Deputy
Minister for Local Gove-
rnment, Rural Development
and co-operalives attended the
function as chiel guest while
Prof. Habibur Rhaman Bhuiyan
Joint-Convenor of District BNP
formally inaugurated the
conlerences.

Major (retd) Md Akhta-
ruzzaman Ranja MP was Lhe
special guest.

The conference was ad-
dressed among other & by
Kabirudding Ahmed, Amiru-
zzaman, Salauddin and Adv-
ocale Fazlur Rahman Shikdar.

In the conference: a 15-
member commitlee has been
formed with Mr Qudaratullah
as [resident and Mr Sidd-
fquzzaman Thakur (Swapan) as
General Sceretlary.

Slaughter house
Needed

UNB rcports says : lllegal
slaughtering of animals at sev-
eral places of the town and its
suburb has become rampant
polluting the cnvironment.

Old and discascd cattle, bul-
faloes and rams arc being
slaughtered indiscriminately in
and around the town and meat
arc sold in the local markcts
without any clcarance of the
health and sanitation inspcc-
tors.

A huge quantity of mcat is
put up for sale in unhygicnic
and dirly conditions and sold
al cxorbitant prices. DBeel is
sold al Taka 60 kg and mutlon
al Taka 75 which are Taka 15
highcr than the fixed prices.

Scaxclty of pure

==

(ing

water in Sylhet region

From Our Correspondent

SYLIIET, Dec 30: Acule

scarcity of pure drinking watcr
has posud a serious problem o

the pcople in general in the
rurlrnrcu of greater Sylhct

. Lhe
tubewells

, Anc:nrdlng to
number o

rc

in the 36 upazilas of the region

sunk by Public Health Engl-
neering Department (PHE) s

ile inad e o meel the

mand of peoplc.

it is learnl from an official
source thalt there are 46,357
tubcwells in the districlt in-
stalled by PI1IE. The wotal popu-
lation of the district is aboul
70 lakh.

Out of the total tubcwells,
2,916 arc lying out of order In

. differcnt areas of the region. It

includes 500 in 10 upazilas of
Sunamganj, 747 in cight upazi-
las of llabiganj, 6 in 6 upazila

of Maulvibazar and 84] in 11

upazilas of Sylhct district. The

tubcwells are remaining out of
order for more than three

years, it is a.w

But no effective measufes
has yet becn taken efther to
replace or resink those by the
authoritics concerned, it is in-

formed. In the meanume scv-
cral complainis have been
lodged for repair of the tube-
wells but till now no sicps has
been taken up by the authort-
tics, it is gathered.

The people in gencral have
to depend on wells, tanks,
rivers clc. for drinking water

duc lo non-availability of pure
drinking watcr. It has resulted
in the spread of various water
borne diseases in the different
arcas of the district. The situa-
tion has worscned by the re
pecaled floods and cyclones.

The people of the greater
Sylhet district have urged the
concerned authoritics Lo take
immediate steps Lo supply
purc drinking waler to the
people ol the vast arca

Dacoity in pharmacy

A UND report adds : Dacolts
sirangulated to death a man
and beat up a guard while lool-
ing a medicine shop in the
town rceently, police sources
sadd. -

They said a 6-ycar old bag-

- ger who was slceping on the

pavement in front of the shop
was sirangulated by the dacoits
during the robbery at about
2.30 am in the night.

The guard ol the building
was also tied up by the miscre-
ants while they the
robbery at Central Pharmacy
Ltd — the largest drugstore in
the town's Chouhatta arca.

The dacoits- repolledly de-
camped with medicines worth
about taka Nve lakh, police
sauic.

The body ol the victim was
scnl o Sylhet Medical College
ilospital morguce [or poslt-
moriem and a case has been
registered in this regard with
Lthe Kotwali Police.

Villages wear festive look

COMILLA, Dec 30 : The
campaign for the coming union

parishad clections is gradually -

mﬂ.mnﬂmﬂw

The candidates of the clec-
tion with their supporicrs have
already started visiting Lheir
respeclive areas and pursuc
the voiérs (o cast their voies in
their favour in the coming
election.

The workers, supporiers
and the relatives of the candi-
dates arc also moving [rom
door to door and arranging
public meeting in different
places of Lthe village for gaining
su . Alicr sun set, the lo-

lca-stalls beccome crowded
by the workers, supporiers
and relatives of the candidates.
It can be mentiened here that
all the bills of Lthe wca-stalls arc

The incumbent chairmen,
the last defeated candidates
and also some [resh candidatcs
are taking part in the coming
election. Some of the candi-
dates are & encrgelic and
serms Lo honest. In some
scals, there are sonx dishon-

esl and corru candidales
also, il is

According to the election
ollice sources, election will be
held in 147 s oul of
the 177 in the district. A total
of 658 candidates has [iled
nomination pers for the
posts of Chairman and 6199
candidatcs for the postis of
Member.

District Election Cowm-
missioncr (1) Mr Bazlur
Rahman informed that four
candidales have been clected
chairmen and 17 candidates
have been elected members
unconicsted.

Maulvi Bazar

* Our Maulvi Dazar Corres-
pondent adds : Activitigs on
union parishads election are
gradually reaching to the peak
in the district,

The characleristic of the

UP e]ectlons In dlstncts

From Our Correspondent

local body clection campaign
in the district is different (rom

any other parts of the country.

The candidales are enter-
taining the volers with sweets,

tca, birt and cigarcites. Some .

candidales arc providing [ree
transportation to the volers
frec of cost for the whole pe-
rfod. In some cascs the candis
dalcs are arran cm .
ments for the n.ﬂrl:tl nll'”m
volers. In one work, the can-
didalcs are expending a con-
siderable amount for the com-

ing election.

Arcodinf to election office,
clection will be held In 55
unjon parishads oul of 67 un-
der 6 upazilas of the disiricl.
Election to 11 UPs were de-
clared postponed for various

Usually the political parties

local body elections in the
past. DBut this time DBNI’ and
Awami Leaguc arc dirvetly tak-
ing part in the coming UP
polls, it is informed.

A large number ol people ol
the district are living in UK,
USA and Middle East coun-
tries. The clection candidates
of some secals arg gelling
money [fom thetr relatives. |1
can be casily gucssed Lthal how
much monecy Lhe candidales
arc expending.

Election camps have been
sct up in different arcas of the
villages. Hand-bills, multi-
colour posicrs are scen in the

Uncmployed youths of Lhe

villages have been appointed
for cumpaign. They are work-

ing round the ¢lock 1o mould
public opinion. Seme of them
received mwotor cycle for can-
vassing voles. In one ward the

did not involve themselves in

candidatcs arc more active this

Y.
With the passage ol time
the election campaign  will

reach 0 the highest peak.
Borguna

* A UND report from Borguna
adds : The campaign for Union

Parishad Election is ning
'momentum all over the dis-
trict. with the filing of the

nomination papuers.

licsides, tca sthlls and
restaurants which have be-
come the hot spots of cam-
paigning. Lhc candidates have
started visiting door lo door Lo
moUivale the voters iIn their
favour. The supporters, work-
cers and rclatives of the candi-

dates arc also busy irying lo
gain support lo win the con-

lesl.

The candidates are making
pledges o work for the wel-
farc of the people.

BORGUNA, Dec 30 : Leaders
of varfous political and socio-
cultural organisations of Betagi
Upazila urged the government
to protect the upazila town
from the erosion of the river
Bishkhali, reports UNB.

in a joinl stalement issued
here recently they said that
the existence of the upazila
town, an important area of the
region was threatened due to
unabated crosion of the river.

They said that despite their

repealed appcal to save the
town [rom erosion, nothing

tnngibk was done in this re

The statement was issued

by district units of Awami
League, BNP, JSD (lnu),
Communist Party, Bangladesh
Jatiya Sangbadik Sangstha, lo-
cal Press, Club and lHuman
Rights Association.

Scarcity ol medicines in
most of the hospitals, health
complexes and union hvealth
centres of the district has cre-
ated a serious sciback in
proper treatment ol patients.

llundreds of patients com-
ing from far flung arcas o the
health centres are returning
everyday without any medicare.

It is alleged that medical of-
ficers ol the most upazila
health complexes and union

sub-centres are not atlending
the outdoor due to non-aviail-
ability of medicines. The out-
door scrvices of all the hospi-

tals have became almost paral-
yscd.

. Peoplc complained that
common medicines even det-
tol or saviuon arc not available
in the rural th complexes.

According to official

sources, only Taka 2.5 lakh

Erosion threatens
existence of town

mmumﬁdlormhhl
tal and Taka 30,000 for :-eh

union sub-centres for
medicines ~ ‘and other ex-
pences as against the re-

quircment of Taka 5 lukh and
1 lakh respectively.

Local people urged the au-
thorities Lo provide adequate
metlicines to mitigate the sul-

ferings of the people.

Boat capsizes
in Jamuna, 9
killed, 5 missing

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 30 : Police
and Jocal people have so far
recovered nine bodies follow-
ing Thursday's boat capsize in
river Jamuna, police said on
Saturday, reports UNB.

The accident took place in
midstream Thurl-dny night
when the boat turned turtle in
a cyclonic storm.

All the 14 pcople on board,
including 7 children and three
youths, are feared dead. The
ill-fated people were returning
to their village Juktipara in
Kazipur upazila from
Gudarbagchar alter harvesting
paddy.

The bodies were identified
as those of Tokman Al (40),
his son Abdul Khaled (15).
Mantu Sarkar (18), Sakina
Khatoon (10), Abdul Bari (22),
Peara Khatoon (12), Parveen
(13), Foezuddin (60) and
Khuhu (30).

Those who are still missing
are : Al Amin (13), Rina
Khatoon (7), Scolaiman Shefkh
(25), Azibar Rahman (40} and
Beauty Khatoon (7).

The storm also d
ahout 1000 thatched houses
and standing crops and up-
rooted many trees.

CIHIANDPUR, Dcc 30 : The
betel leal production in
Haimchar upazila under
Chandpur district bas de-
creased 1o a greal extend due
to increase in bamboo, fertiliz-
ers, oilcake and pesticides

p!m

Benil Yeal s “Culfivated o
larg®-scale in Haimchar
upazila. There are over 200
betel leal growers in the
upazila who have been lacing
much difficulties due to con-
tinuous floods, crosion of the
rivers, psice hike of the agri-
cultural inputs and shortage of

capital. As a resull the growers
are losing intcrest,

It may be mentioned here

that Ihc growers could earn
about Taka two lakh from per

acre production a ycar. But the

rise in produclion coslt has
dec the amwunt ol re-
fum.

The growers have been de-
prived of bank loans which are
now badly necded to continue
the culuvation of beitcl leal.

The betel lcal growers
urged Whe ‘concerned authort-
ties to exitend (inancial assis-
tance to mitigate their suffer-
ings. |

The districl and Sessions
Judge, Chandpur in a judge-
menl convicled 13 persans In-
volved in launch dacoity case
recently.

The prosccution of thg case

Sreanty -af i el

Betel leaf growers
need funds

is that onc the night of July
18, 1986 about 20 10 28 da-
coils wearing masks allacked
the ansars and passengers on
board M. V. Saikot bound for
Chandpur. The dacoils
snatched away cight rifles from
the ansars an duly with:

looted " cash and valuabiés' of

rnieh@ur- worth Taka fous
akh and dnclupli-. al
a

Diararchar under

with the CID police for investi-
gation. mﬂ:w

SOME AcCCuUuscs

and on Mrmmm
rifles and somc mu.tlﬂ.lon

- were recovered,

After proper lnmtlp!brl.
the CID police mh-m.ml

-Judgl: after exam
cycwilnesses and

Smuggling rampant

in Maulvibazar

MAULVIBAZAR, Dec 30:
Smuggling has become ram-
pant along the border arvas of

| the region following the gov-

ermment decision to delay the
crackdown unull the ncw yuar,

re
Almost all the halts and
bazar of this region specially
border arcas have been looded
with the smuggled goods.
The incoming centraband
gouds [rom India
sugar, sall, sarces, clothes,
onion, blades, crockeries,
cosmelics, bullocks, pulses
and orangc.
“m&bm betel nut,
s covonul,
ofl and old gurments :"Hm

m-d oul of the gountry

The goods arv buing smug-
gled by rail, trucks, mintbuses
and bouls. Children and desti-
tirle women are cngaged In the
icgal trade.

Maulavibazar, Sylhct Iﬂi

[ Hubigmnj distrivis.
In Maulvibazar

farkiie. S
_Immwn;ﬁ

distriet,
-:H at
uhuu.

include .

Beantbazar, Chamkhai,
Sutarkandl, Tam-

Mw Balaganj, Taj-
pur, Jafflong and Kanaighat.
Madhabpur, Chunarughat,

inte important markets for the
contraband.

In Sunamgan| district,

Chhatak, Govindaganj, Tahi«
rpur, Derai are some of lhq,

trading centres.

Anolther re Iur-
Kushtia adds: ;chl cri

raped then killed

llluluh-
Kumarkhali
November 30
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