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What Cultural Centres Can Add to Your Knowledge

by Fayza Haq and 8. Y. Bakht
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. Apart from the routine
clanses Lthere is a painting
workshop for children aged 7
to 16 years. Artist Masuma
Khan deals with the students
for ‘three to four months.
There is also a workshop in
deama conducted by Moidul
lslam and it runs for six
months. Meanwhile, Mujibur

Rehman Khan conducts a
phy class, and this
lnsts for a yoar,
The library which is opened
forth - 12 am and 5-8 ev-
excepl on Sa has
six thousand French books,
covering all aspects of culture
and civilization. More interest-
ing for sthe readers
are the thirty different
rﬁm ranging from
fashion to history ..:5".':'
chitecture.
There is  the video library
with 700 utles and the video
cafe with varicty programmes
and decumentary that run for
three and a half hours. Another
major attraction are the film
shows twice a week, on Friday
and Monday. s French
films with English subtities.
There is also a record library.
in addition there arce artis-
tic exhibition by local artists —
painters, photographers and

sculptors. Foreign artists,
flown from France, also per-

form ‘time to time.
Aside the balls, parties
and games of the L'amical, the

students’ association, there is
the soctal life built around the
Jazz Club held very Thursday
night, with jazz music. "l want
people o come here and stay,
spend some time® says the
Director, M Andre Raynouard.
This club is typically Parisian
and this becomes an occasion
where people of various na-
tionality can meet informally.
popular haunt of
the studious and the young at
heart is the German Cultural
Centre, Goethe Institute, situ-
ated at Dhanmandi, Road No 2.
One of the main attraction of
this place is the library with fts
incs and newspapers.
This small but highly fre-
quented has magazine
in Bangla, English and
German, all related to German
life. There are about ten differ-
ent ones. In addition there are
1,500 books which comprise
novels and books on philoso-

phy
art and photography.

The language department
holds classes at elementary,
intermediary and advanced
levels. There are (wo
semesters of six months each
every year which draw about
300 students. Classes are held
in the morning, afternoon and
evening. The teachers are all
Bangladeshi nationals but have
been trained in Poona and
Germany. "It is amazing how
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art exhibitions and these In-

clude the clforts of
i artists, which are

on about six times in a

year. Reproductions of German

artists are also sometimes

be seen here. .

What Happens at USIS

"We are glad to have moved
downtown where so many
things are happening around,
says Carlos of the USIS
American Centre. "We get
more people now than we did
when we were in Dhanmandi.
We are more accessible to
people all around. Even jour-
nalists from the Press Club
come here for a chat,” he
added about the move of the
USIS to Motijheel. One misses
the good films and the book
discussions which the Centre
had before, but over the years,
due to budget cuts, the other
facilities have been shut down.
These include the offices in
Chittagong and the reading
rooms elsewhere in
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HUM. aged sixteep or
seventeen a village wo-

man in Chittagong in
the south-east of the country,
is divorced within one year of
marriage. While she was com-
pleting eight years of sch-
ng. her husband was still
rate. An illiterate husband
not take hndly_*tf and

USIS ts perhaps the students
cou that goes on from
® am to

given in Bangla but now the
school is trying to teach in

Japanese only. There are four
examinations each and
there is a certificale 10 be
earned every year, People like
doctors who are keen o get a
scholarship in Japan come 0
learn the language. Dut there
are others too, ke bank rs,
students and . The cosl

of the lessons in Taka 50 a
month. There is an admission
fee of Taka 1850.

On there is music, on
Monday tory and social
sciene. On Tuesday there is

Literautre, while on Thursday
Monday there are shows
on Scinene, Ecology, and anti-

drug topics.

l’erbdi-cllly there are lec-
ture programmes and cultural
“items as wcll as exhibits but
these are less (requent than
what the patrons would like
them to be.

At the Japanese Language
School

Kazuko Bhuiyan, who has
now been living in Bangladesh
for 17 years now, Is the main
teacher atl the Japanese Lan-

School at 718 Satmasjid

, Dhanmandi. She teaches

a two and a hall year course
divided into elementary, inter
mediate and advanced special
course. The clementary and
intermediate courses are on
two days a weck and consist of
three hours a weck. The
special course is for six
months and s taught once a
week for two hors. There are,

at present, 100 students in the

clementary stage, 25 in Lhe
intermediary stage, and 10 in
the special section.

According to Mrs DBhuiyan,
ever afler two and a hall years
it is difficult to be Muent in
Japanese. The Japanese char-
acters alone are over 2000,
she inflorms. Explanations are
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is one of the first cultural cen-
tres opened in Dhaka in the

Located in Dhanmondi, the
Centre houses a well-stocked
library, a Russian
train cenire, an auditorium
where filmshows and cultural
functions are held larly
and an exhibition hall I8
[requently used b
artisles to display their art
works.

With a large collection of
academic and genceral informa-
tion books published in the
Soviet Union, the well-stocked
library also includes books
translated into Bangla and
English. A video library and a
video salon is atlac to the
library., The library is open
from 10 a. m. to 6 p. m. on
Sunday through Thursday.
Membership is open to all for a
nominal annual fee.

The Russian language
training courses conducted by
the Centre is somewhat exten-
sive. ‘A short-term and a long-

term complele course
for two years fis offcred.
Manner by experienced h-
ers, the courses are held
a weck with a choice of morn-
ing. alternoon or  evening
Classes.

The Soviet Cultural Centre
organises and promotes nu-
merous cyultural activities

around the year. Film festivals

The Centre is active is
promoting local artistes and

the Ilfbrary is divided into

textbook, newspaper and

and tssue

for reference usc only. As it Is
nol possible 1o keep more
than one of any particu-

S M. Abu Zaker

educated spouse and suffers
from inferiority complex.
Eventually it led to break up of
marriage. A dowry of five thou-
sand taka (US$ |=Taka 35)
was settled on Hujiron's mar-
riage but it was not registered
and so Hujtron could not claim
legal recompense. Hujiron

makes a living by rearing poul-

try and offering tuition.

In villages there are many
young divorced women with
moderate education like Huj-
iron whose marriages have
been wrecked for similar rea-
sons. In the country's existing
social system the husband does
not want to leam anything
from his wife and considers
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Women learning how to knit with machines.

—

this, a compromise on male
superiority. The other in-
stances are Tahura, Anwara
Fatima. They have some educa-
tion. and they cannot work as
day labourers; and because
they are divorces, they have
lost social esteem.

A divorces woman finds her
social situation very unconge-
nial and even employers are
prejudiced against her. And if
she takes up a job traditionally
regarded as male's, she faces a
virtual social boycott.

Among the poor villagers
even moderate education by
women often proves to be a
serious liability. The experi-
ence of a Bangladesh NGO,
BRAC also shows that it is the
moderately educated village
women who are more common
victims of divorces, ending up
as burdens on parental house
holds.

“In setting a mar-
riage guardians should take
into account education of the
prospective grooms to avoid
mismatch and tragedy.

—Dev feature
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tbrary services,

training programmes,
ducts examinations on bechall

of the Universi

programmes and
nnJ also promotes

year provided un-
der the British Government

Technical Cooperation Progr-

amme. [In-countiry (raining
courses and are also
arranged. In fon, a wide

ra of traiming materials

useful to local trainers s
avaflable through the BC k-
braries.

BC offers and
material support to teachers of
English language through the

which supports teacher train-
ing and materials
for school English

courses
Dhaka for students
o go lor lrlininim

g o gy

language needs of specific
groups or organisations. How-
ever, the course is not to
private individuals. On of
the University of London, the
British Council conducts the
General Certificate Exam-
inations (CGCE) in Dhaka BC
also administers the Intern-
ational English Language
Testing System (IELTS) test
on proficiency in English
required for admission by
many educational institutions
abroad.

[lliteracy and some solutions in the USA
byS.Bari

"No”, llashcs Lthe computer
screen. “Concetve’ is spolt c-o-
n-c-c-i-v-¢. I’ comes before ‘¢
exccepl afler ‘'c.” The student
tries again. "RIGIITY” On to the
next one, and another mislake.
I'm ncever gonna learn this,”
moans Lhe discouraged student
at the keyboard. Next to him,
another student works on her
math: "63 + 25.” There is a
muted hum of activity ia the
cramped room, as sludents
work and chaticr. Maps of Lhe
world line «he walls. The
teacher admonishes somecone
as the chatller increases, jusi
like in any 6th-grade class-
room. Excepl that the students

here arc almost all over 25.

They are some of the lunc-
tional illiterates ol Amcrica,
unable to read or calculate
enough Lo lcad a normal life.
These men and women hold
jobs, sometlimes at the man-
agement-level; some run their
own successfiul businesses: a
few even have high-school
diplomas. Yet they cannot read
htghway signs or appliance in-

. Rural children being educatcd in Bangladesh.

structions, nor can Lhey figure
out why 25 cenis is a

of a dollar. 25 million adult
Americans cannol read labels

Literacy experts are point-
ing o a variety of reasons for
this cpidemic: a lax school sys-
tem, growing cconomic .
inner-cily trouble with
Each [actor is Llied Lo
other, and authorities are often
at a loss which o tackic first.

Dmnsmnln{cmthﬂy
leads to a less strict disci-

pline in American schools than
in their European or Asian
courficrparts. one's sc-
high school twice

low salarics (among
the lowest of prolessional oc-
cupations such as mcdicine
and law): an average of US
$26,000 per year. Incentive Lo
entering the teaching proles-
has been low. Lately, not
low has been the is-
sue: 57% ol the teachers leav-
ing their jobs cited work con-
ditions as Lheir rcason, not
salary. Violence, lack of disci-
pline, drugs, excessive burcau-
cratic responsibilitics, arc all

culprits. One out of five teach-
ers nced to supplement their
income with a second job.
Fewer of the best universily
graduatcs arc opting for tcach-

The urban arcas are thosc
mosl at risk. Minorities such
as blacks and llispanics are
sinking decper inlo gang-con-
trolled ghetllos. Parental abuse
and drugs take their toll on
children at this crucial stage of
their education. Michael, 24,
left school at 16 in order to
work for a living, a task his cr-
rant father was incapable of
doing. Don, 21, is not allowed
to work by his [ather, because
the unemployment benelits

-Don receives  f[from the
Government support the
entire family. The list of high-

school dropouts and under-
educated unemployed youth
keeps growing. Family ties are
loosening all over the country,
and through a wide spectrum
of social classes, despile TV
sitcoms that show children
and parenis embracing in the

final shot of every cpisode.

Literacy is lower in the
South, which suffers (rom
slower economic growth and
higher concentrations of im-

m , and poverty is more
-Ew'-pma. In Texas alone,

hall a million people
Mm.

Bush has billed himselfl as the
Education President, since
panic is as tests and
surveys ran American
schoolchildren behind those of
other developed countries.

Asian minorilics, doing dis-
proportionately =Il, a phe-

' nomenon that many find dis-

turbing.

The teaching profession has
becen promoled, and various
plans for impr school

performance are being imple-
menied. But the adults who

missed such are
the ones Lthal are the
mosL as a rcsult. For this

group, lite programs (ofien
u.lhs Murlﬂuk: Educalion)
are mus
such class, offered by the state
tuition-free.

The majority of the. students

read and calculate at or below
a 6th-grade level. Some have

nonctheless worked for years,
and are now required by their
employers to obtain a GED

(General Education Diploma)
in order to keep their jobs.

Others have recognized the
handicap of limited rcading
skills, and altend class in the
hope of Lraining for better-
paid prolessions.

Samson, in his thirtics, has
gone through life with no con-
ceptl of money or of handling
change. An abusive mother al
home, and a scvere learmning
disability, have hampcred his
progress. Juan, of Mexican
heritage, was injured on Lhe
job, and suflcred partial mem-

ory loss

The overwhelming majorily
ol these adults have |lispanic
names, and a disturbing num-
ber arc black. The class is a
graphic example of how far ra-

cial unity has r progressed
in the country of Luther
King.

In order to be premoted, a
student must improve by one
grade-level per scmestler.
About 50% achieve Lhis goal.
Compulers are available, but
only by rote. Spelling and math
take up most of the time, with
basic science and social stud-
fes as additional subjccts.

Teachers will tell the sludenis
aboul a particular country, the

p:;:.lndlllutdﬂl -
ra . When told | was [rom
Switzerland, they wanted o
sce it on the map.

| visited one

cfliciency is
the potential.
Recently schoel districts were
denied more federal fund
and education prolcss
are upsct aboul the negleel.

"Poor education can only lead
to more students lurning up at
adult education classes lalcr in

‘their life. The lu.:pllnrh:rd
: s,

better pay now for
than later for the adulls,” was
one ilecacher's opinfon.

The victims of lack of funding
and poor ment arc al-
ways the students themselves.

When thLdu:idc o allend a
literacy c it is a decision
involving job and family: how te
pari-time work, where lo
:ave Lhe kids. One man was
wcll-paid as a securily guard,

but slept through class because
of the long night hours.

on the other hand, is
an casy decision. Through the
incvilable [rustrations and
monctlary dillicullics, the stu-
dents must Lry Lo stay on, and
all that is possible must be
done by the administration Lo
sce that this is whal happens.

Because when they leave, like
26-ycar old Bruce, it is for the
streets and the drugs that they
head, abandoning all hope of a
dccent future.

Ji:lll'l, injured _-un the job,
needs to learn how to read

before anyone will employ -
him now.



