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Iraqi oppoé itions reject
plan to oust Saddam

DAMASCUS, Dec 29 lraqi
opposition movements meet-
ing here this week rejected a
m overthrow Iraqi

t Saddam Hussein,
sources close to the talks said
Saturday, reports AP.

The President of the
Supreme Assembly of the
Islamic Revolution in Iraq
(SAIRI), Ayatollah Bagir Al-
Hakim, failed to convince his
interlocutors, including Mus-
lim fundamentalists, to rally to
his call for a coup d'etat,
said.

Muslim, Kurdish and secu-
lar representatives who talked
with Hakim during a weck-
long visit he made 1o the

capital called for the

to be redralied “lo ensure
comprehensive acceplance”,
an bpposition official who de-
clined to be identified told
AFP, )
He said the absence of a
delegation [rom the Kurdistan
Front (KF) a coalition of eight
Iraqi Kurdish opposition
movements, which was c¢x-
pected tlo attend, had aflected

the discussions since the
Curds who did show up were
not in a position o commit
Kurdish fighters.

Jalal Talbani, a leader of the
Front, told AFP Friday thal a
delegation from the Kurdish

tion would soon visit Syria
but declined lo comment on
reports about a project to over-
throw the Iragi lcaders. _

"Our delegation will review
every project put forth by
Ayatollah Hakim and other
brethren,” he said.

In April, the KF held talks
with Iragi authorities on au-

for Iragi Kurdistan, but

the discussions have not

yielded results so [ar.

The dpposition official said
Syria h-crllmwn little enthusi-
asm for the project, which he
claimed was “lormulated by
Tehran and Riyadh and co-
sponsored by the United Satcs
and Britain.” '

He said Syrian President
Hafez Al-Assad had repecaltedly
said that Iraq's future sHould

be left to its people, without
recourse to forcign forces.

Y'slav army missile Zagreb

ZAGREDB, Dec 29: The Yu-
goslav army [ired surface-to-
surface missilcs ht Croatian
_ troops just south-east of Zag-
reb on Saturday, the Croatian
high command safd, rcports
Reuter.

The detonation of the mis-
siles explained six loud explo-
sions heard in the capital ear-
lier, causing the first general
alarm in Zagreb since the start

of the war six months ago.

Italy reco

Saturday recogni

RBRIEFRY

A high command statement,
read on Croatian radio, said :
"The aggressor's army fired R-
65 surface-lo-surface rockets
which are of Sovict origin in an
area south of *b.”

The blasts cdused a general
alarm. Lights went oul all over
Zagreb and residents took to
afr raid shelters. The all-clear
sounded alter ncarly an hour
and normal lile gradually re-

sumed.

iseﬂ I]kl’aine: Italy on
the independence of Ukraine and is

planning to recognise all the other republics of the new

Commenweailth of Independent Siales,

AFP.

The former Soviet republics would be recognised "as inde-

pendent, sovercign states and

full-fledged members of the

international community as soon as they guarantee that they

to meet the criteria set in a December 16

statement by the Europcan Community,” the government said

in a statement.

Italy recognised the Russian Fedcration, the former Soviet
Union's biggest republic, on December 285.

Castro won't allow wFluralism -

Cuban President Fidel Castro said he

never allow a multi-

party system in his nation, and legislalors vowed to fight
other “counterrevolutionary” crimes at the close of the

session

AP from Mexico City.

On Saturday, Castro also warned Cuban exiles in Miami to
forget any idcas they might have about attacking the island,
the Mexican news agency Notimex reported from Havana.

Some anti-Castro exiles have continued weekly paramili-
tary drills, and there has been speculation that Cuba's severe
cconomic crisis could prove tempting to those who dream of
returning to oust Castlro.

Castro vowed to keep a lid on internal dissent as well,
saying direct election of legislators would not lead to legalisa-
tion of groups that oppose Lhe official Communist Party.

Israel detains 22’ Palestinians :

Isracli soldiers detained 22 Palestinians Saturday in the
occupied territories in a fresh effort 1o crush the four-year
Palestinian uprising against lsracli occupation, reports
mt:m said, re Xinhua.

The forces the West Bank towns of Nablus,
Olkarm and Ramallah in a sweep atmed at finding activists of
which broke oul in December 1087,

In a street near the Jabalys Refugee Camp in the Caza city,
an lsracli military patrol clashed with Palcstinians who de-
fended themselves by throwing stones and bottles.

Mcanwhile, a group of Jewish setilcrs Palestinian

near Jerusalem, destroying Palestinian’'s plantations

trees, Arab sources said.
3 Honduran army officers killed :

Somcone shot dead three Honduran military officers who
survived a ier crash in lerritory where Salvadoran

4

i

helicop

guerillas and troops had been fighting, a doctor said, reports
from Honduras. -
Dennis Castro, chicf of the medical-legal department for
hmhmwuwam. said Salurday an au-
topsy last weck bullet fragments from AK-47 pifles in
the three bodics. '

Soldiers of the rebel Farabunde Mart National Liberation

z

l

It
Kabul, which
the fourth

Four were 27 injured when more than
100 rockets hit Kabul and the western city of lerat on Friday,
the 12th Sovietl invasion of Alghanistan.
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bombardment : 14 killed

MOSCOW, Dec 20: Fourteen
people were killed and 42 in-
jured on Saturday as the
Nagorny-Karabakh capital

came u
bombardment by Azeri forces
during legislative elections,
Radio Armenia reported, says
AFP. '
The heavy bombardment

came one day after the com-
pletion of the withdrawal of
former Soviet interior Ministry
troops from Nagorny-
Karabakh, an enclave of

republic of Azerbatjan which

has a majority Armeénian -
I jority popu

The Soviet troops had been
stationed in the disputed

n to try to keep the
b'%k"ﬂ“lﬂﬂ-
Tass news agency said

voting was delayed until toda
in some areas of the city h-e’—'

cause of heavy missile and

artillery attacks.
According to the local Elec-

toral Commission, about 60
per cent of the voters had cast
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Voters asking the early result from the gate keeper of a local polling station after closing of

the ballot in Rawalpindi. Municipal elections were held only in Punjab Province due to the
fear of violence in the other three Pak provinces.

Yeltsin's move to
end differences
with Rutskoy

MOSCOW, Dce 29 : Russian
President Boris Yeltsin Satur-
day held talks with his Vice
President, Alexander Rutskoy,
in a bid Lo iron out dilferences
between them which have led
to bitter recrimination, Inter-
[ax ncws agency reported, says
AFP.

The Moscow Ncws alleged
this week that Rutskoy had
been holding secret meetings
with former Communist lead-
ers o work oul an ‘anti-crisis
programme’ that would in-
clude Yeltsin's resignation.

In an «inlcevicew with US-
based CNN televisfon on
Wednesday, Yelisin suggested
Rutskoy lacked political matu-
rity.

Rutskoy, a former reformist
Communist and Air Force
Colonel, warned in a recent
Pravda intervicw that Yeltsin's

economic reforms could bring
abowut dictatorship.

PLO calls on ME
peace sponsors to
respect pledges

TUNIS, Dec 29: The PLO on
Saturday called on the co-
sponsors ol the Middlc East
peace conference lo assume
their responsibility and re-
spect their pledges to push it
forward, reports AFP.

In a stalement issucd here
by the Palestine Liberation
Organisation’ Executive Com-
mittee, and cited by the
Palestinian WAFA ncws agency,
it underlined the need “to lace
Isracli mancuvers aimed at
blocking the ncgotiations and
pursuing the sctilements pol-
icy.”
The peace conlerence
which opened in plenary ses
sion on October 30 in Madnd
is technically sponsored by the
United Stales and the former
Soviet Union.

ISLAMABAD, Dcc 29 : At le-
ast 12 pcople were killed and
about 100 injured in sporadic
incidents of violence Saturday
during the local bodies
clections in Pakistan's sou-
theast province of Punjab,
according to local press re-
ports today, says Xinhua.

Serfous incidents of vio-
lcnce were reported [rom
Narowal, Multan, Sialkot, Shet-
khupura, Gujranwala, Muridke
and Rawalpindi districts. .

Police brought the situation
under control in most of the
arcas.

The local daily “The Nation'

— AFP photo.

12 killed in Pak |
election violen

quoted unconfirmed reports as
saying over 500 persons had
been arrcsted throughout the
province on charges of causing
unrest at polling stations, rig-
ging and harassing the sup-
porters of rival idates.

An oflicial announcement
Saturday night said Saturday's
polling in Punjab was held
‘peacefully.’ -

According to unofficial re-
sults, the ruling party like-
minded candidates have won
the clections with an over-
whelming majority throughout
the province where there are
42,000 local bodics seats.

———

NEW YORK, Dec 29: Ameri-
can media mogul Ted Turner
was named Time magazine s
Man of the Year on Saturday by
editors who ciled the impact
of his Cable News Network's

live telcvision coverage of
cvents around the globe, re-

ports AP.

Turner, 53 was halled as a
"visfonary™ whose nelwork
changed the definition of news
“from something thal has hap-
pcned to somcthing that is
happening al Lthe very moment
you are hearing of IL" the news

ne said.

“For influencing the dy-
namic of events and turning
viewers in 150 countries into
instant witnesses of history,

| Robert Edward Turner Il s

Time's Man of Lthe Year for

1991." the magazine con-
chuded.
Turner, whose Atlania-

based Turner Broadcasting
System Inc. also operates

| Turner Network Television

and the cable supersiation
WTIS, said he was “extremely
honoured™ by the award, but

credited his employees for his
company s success,
"These dedicaled individu-

als sharc a common goal of in-
forming. enicrtaining and in-

spiring audicnces around the
world with quality program-
ming.” he said. “In accepting
this honour, | salute Lheir ef;
forts.”

CNN President Tom John-
son cxpressed delight with the
award Saturday but said the sc-
lection came as somewhalt of a
surprise.

"I think many people ex-
pected it would have been
(Russian President) Doris
Yeltsin, but a number of Time
reporters have been in Atlanta
and in conversation with our
various burcaus, so we kncw
they were working on a major
piece,” he said.

“1 think it's a wonderful
recognition of Ted and those
who worked with him over the
years in buflding CNN and his
whole nization.”

CNN had "a wonderful
year, certainly for those of us
who love the news,” Johnson

| senis

their ballots by mid-afternoon
despite the shelling '

Armenian Radio said
"Stepanakert came wunder
massive artillery and missile
fire . . . from the direction of
the Azeri-inhabited district of
Kirkidzhan and the Azeri vil-
lage of Malibeyli.”

it said 14 people were
killed and 42 injured In the
bombardment and that many
residents were forced to take
shelter in bunkers and cellars.

Azeris, who make up a mi-
nority of the population in
Nagorny-Karabakh, are boy-
cotting the election, which fol-
lows a December 10 referen-
dum in which an
overwhelming majority of the
Armenian population voted for
inde ence.

Azerl Interfor Minister,
Major General Toflk Kerimov
said that now that former So-
viet troops have left,
"Azerbaijan ftsell is fully re-
sponsible for the situation in
the region.”

"Thus all the attributes of
the state of emergency are
being eliminated here,” Keri-
mov said, “In essence it has
now beéen lfted.".

The General said that a So-
viet army regiment remained
at Khankendi but. that "any at-
tempt by it to take part in the
conflict may be viewed as a
violation of its status.”

Syria recognises
11 republics

DAMASCUS, Dec 29 : Syria
on Saturday recognised the 11
members of the Common-
wealth of Independent Statcs
and stressed its wish to
"maintain and develop” ties
with the former Soviet
rcpublics, reports AFP.

A Foreign Ministry state-
ment said Damascus wanted to
cstablish diplomatic ties with
all "these independent states
on the basis of mutual respect
and common interest in a bid
to bolster just and comprehen-
sive peace in the world.”

Syria considers that fits
Embassy in Mescow repre-
its interests. in the
Russian Federation and other
Republies until the setting up
of other missions.

__Turner : Time's man of the year

added.

Among the events carried
live by CNN in 1991 were the
Persian Gulf War, the Sovict
coup and the emcrgence of
Yeltsin, the rape trial and ac-
quittal of Willlam Kennedy
Smith, and the confirmation
hearings of Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas.

The honour caps a busy yecar
for Turner. The telcvision
magnale's Atlanta Braves won
the National League pennant
before losing a dramatic scven-
game World Series to the Min-
nesota Twins, and he married
actress Janc Fonda earlier this
month.

The award puts Turner,
who also owns the Allanta
Hawks of the National Baskel-
ball Association, in a lc c
with the leaders who [re-
quently appear on his network.
President Bush, lormer Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, ex-
President Ronald n and
Polish leader Lech W are

t winners of Time's annual
f.

US won't last long, predicts Hekmatyar

ISLAMABAD, Dec 29: Radi-

resistance leader

Hekmatyar said Sat-

u that the Soviet Empire

cru because of its defeat

by Mujahidden rebels, the

Afghan News Agency (ANA)
says AFP.

He also predicted that the

United States would not last

long,

Addressing a rally at an

cal

my retreat from
Afghanistan in 1989 spurred
the disintegration of the Soviet

Unton.
"Alghans were the first na-

tion to challenge the sickle
and hammer expansionism and
break the of communist
revolution,” he said. Brave

headquarters are located.
its Director, Yegor Yakoviev,

former Editor of Lhe reformist
weekly publication Moscow
News, has been in charge of
the services since the abortive
conservative coup.

The new company will
broadcast ‘poltical, economic
and cult news from Russia
and the new Commonwealth of

independent States, but while
the Russtan government has

pledged temporarily o fund its

uction, some of ils ser-
vices could [ace privatisation.
3oris tashy, Direc-
tor General of tclevised news,
told AFP that Ostankino might

Alghans laid the foundation for

the Soviet debacle. ?
*After the Vietnam war,

Was on hesitated to chal-

lenge the Red Army but the

revph of tan stood up
ike a rock and ultimately
drove the Soviets out.”

The rally was held 10 mark
the 12th anniversary of the
December 27, 1979 Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan. The
Soviets were forced to pull out
early in 1989,

Hekmatyar, who heads the
Hezb-1-Islami faction, also said
the United States was
"dreaming to become the
world policemen,” but warned
it against atlempts al

was nol far off

The “day
will also fall

when this
apart,” he said.
Reuter from Kabul adds: A

be forced to look for share-
holders, cither from among
the other 10 CIS republics or
among busincsscs.

To help run Ostankino,
Yakoviev is now ansisted by a
financial expert, Konstantin
Borovol, who heads the main
‘stock exchange' iIn Moscow.

With rising preduection
costs, newspapers are to cut
back on stafl and even then,
not all will survive.

A senior Pravda Official re-
cently revealed that income
from circulation did not even
cover distribution, and that
more papers were sold,
greater the cost.

the
the

rare rally in the Afghan capftal
by supporters of the former
King ir Shah was disrupted
by a rival group on Saturday, as
government security forces
waiched without intervening,

witnesses said.

The : nised by New
York- mnhm“*
man Zia Khan Nasri, was the
second in Kabul in favour of
the former King during the

3 Afghan civil .
I m first luch-l:lly on

November 13 was broken up
leﬂnchﬂniol’hnﬂﬂn
state security police.
About 300 people attended
Saturday’'s meecting at central
Kabul's Zarmnigar Park, although
many were simply curious

passcrs-by. Al least 30
men, -rb-’d with clubs
carrying radios, watched them.

While Russian :
such as Rossiskaya Elll‘ll.
might count on government
funding, scveral Soviet' news-

. iIncluding lzvestia, the

rmer Unlon government or-

gan, are finding it hard to con-

vince the news authorities ol
thetr meril.

Other radical newspapers
are hearing a little better,

"We have done without sub-
sidies and shall continue,”

for Nezavissimaya Cazeta sakd
We are already partially -
nanced through advertising
and we shall be increasing our
rates.” she added.

The rally
tions from the Koran, after
which Nasri spoke in support
of the who has ltved In
exile in me since

deposed in a 1973 coup.

"The leaders have taken out
their money and moved their
families oversecas,” he said.
“The victims in this war will
be the average Alghans. We
must find a | solution
before there is a bloodbath,
and King Zahir Shah is the
only one who can bring that
solution.

Within five minutes a group
of young men, describing
themselves as students at
Kabul University, began to
shout slogans ﬂndtmn:
Nasri and accusing him
being an agent of the CIA, the

US Intelligence Agency.

newspapers to disappear following Soviet collapse

The price of the ncwspa-
per, which sclls all its 270,000

will also be Increased
o B0 or 85 al
ing of the year, ol a
Russia plans to free
other prices.

e,
rom 60
the
time

Tass, the former official
“m.h-h-mwﬂ.
smal but m.mlﬂ
agencies, such as | and

Parlament
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sale, but fts 4,000
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' Nagorny-Karabakh under fierce

Oft the Record

Anderson in,
Trump out

PRINCETON : Businessman’ Donald Trump s out and
former hostage Terry Anderson is in, according to the Gallup
Poll's annual list of the 10 men Americans zllnln-l. re-
ports AP.

Anderson, who emerged December 4 from six and a half
years of captivity in Lebanon, was second only to President
Bush in this year's poll.

With his name dominating headlines du the December
5-8 survey period, Anderson, the chief le East corre-
spondent for the Associated Press, got more mention in the
lelecphone survey of 1,004 adults than. General Norman
?:ul:thmmpr and Mikhail Gorbachev, who ran third and

- Bar‘barnhn Bush topped  the list of most admired women ~—
marking only the cighth time in 45 that the
and the first lady led the poll. Hutlufﬂu‘ﬂ:m was m?'“d::
lowed by Margaret Thatcher and Nancy Reagan.

Magic Johnson, who relired from basketball because of the
AIDS virus, joined the list of most admired men in fifth place.

Departures from the 1990 list were Trump, former
President Carter and Polish leader Lech Walesa.

NASHVILLE: Country singer llal Ketchum songwriting
is a lot like carpentry — which he did ﬁ:r‘i.g.y:m before

breaking through as a performer, reports AP.

"Il make the songwriter-carpentry analogy quite a bit now:
Get your malerials in order; get everything planed and
square; get all your words in a plea and all your phrases in a
pile; and then hopclully have the patience to build something
that you can live with,” he said.

"Measure twice. Cul once,” said Ketchum, 38.

Ketchum was quoted in an interview published Saturday in
The Tennesscan.

Radio and Records, a music trade magazine, has chosen
his "Small Town Salurday Night” as the top country hit of
1991. His current hit is "] Know Where Love Lives.”

Miss Venezuela crowned
Miss World

ATLANTA: Miss Venezucla Ninbeth Beatriz Leal Jimenez, a
20-year-old industrial engineering student, was crowned Miss
World 1991 on Saturday night, reports AP.

Miss Jimenez competed against 78 other beauty queens
from around the world.

1 thought | would be among the finalists, but winning is
like a dream come true,” said Miss Jimenez, who is from
Maracafbo. "1 feel wery privileged to be Miss World and |
wish everyone around the world peace and goodwill.”

First runncr-up was Miss Australia Leanne Buckle, 21; sec-
ond runner-up was Miss South Africa Diana Tilden-Davis, 22.

The other [inalists were Miss Jamaica Sandra Foster, 21,
and Miss Namibia Michcllc MclLean, 19.

Prince Sihanouk

The five permanent US Se-
curity Council members said

Saturday they supported Pri-

nce Norodem Sihanouk's

council before year's end, re-

Britain, China and Russia,
which took over the Soviet
seal. said in a statement they

MILAN: Italian hard-core porno star Moana Pozzi and
secretary of the newly founded “Partito dell’Amore” ( Love
Party), Riccardo Schicchi, Friday pose with the party
emblem showing a heart with a picture of "Cicciolina
lona Staler, the porno actress already being member of .
the Italian Parliament. — AFP phote.

Big Five back

parties to contribute to the de-
velopment of the process of
national reconciliation and the
maintenance of peace, by
strictly respec all .

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 29:

decision to call the first meet-  menis, In:h::lm
i { Cambodia's rulin to assu necessary condt-
. $ ttons for the normal function-

AFP.
The United States, France,

ted Prince Sthanouk's end the 13-year-old civil war
as head of the Supreme The Wnited Nations has
National Council (SNC) te sent a team into Cambodia te
bring peace to Cambodia. help aversee and armange for
":iemtlnlhlﬂhrntﬂ elections.
Monday with all the members In Washington um.
of the P. Khmer the State
Hnu'm-nm mpan travel advisory waming Ame-
and Son Sen who left Phnom ::‘umhlfcmhe -nl:_i
ber 27 afler an angry mob ne-  the possibility of anti-govern-
arly killed them. ment rioting.
In particular, the statement “Travelers may inadver-

demonstration or riot,” the
department said in a stale-

e n o iy S
“and that the The sta also said that
military working group has be- the US embassy would be able
"1;:: mﬁi mem- :-u:unll “glcm-ﬁ
bers called on “Cambodian  ran into problems.



