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‘People want to know |} T
what govt is doing'

*The people wani to know

the . He was presid
lh:aerm scssion
seminar, reports (1SS
He also called upon the par-
Hament members to know
what government was doing
improvement in education,
health and other development
scctors.
Kamal Hossain also called
upon all tioal forces and
o reach a national
conscnsus thro dialogues
for inding out ton o the

problems now [acing Lhe coun-
try

He said the government
could take an initiative in this
::rd the magni-

: of the p ms lelt by
the autocratic regime which
had destroyed the ccohomic
sectors as well as political in-
stitutions of the country.

Dr Hossain was presiding
over the scssion of a
national seminar on
“Democracy, development,
debt and disposscssed:
Expericnces of 20 yecars of in-
dependénce ol Bangladesh.”
Mujahidul Islam Seclim, Prol
Sanal Kumar Saha, Dr Aliur
Rahman and Ahmed Sala ook

in the discussion on the

-nole paper presented by
Dr Sclim Jahan in the moming
scsshon.

Dr Hossain said the nation
had achieved viclory time and
again but failed Lo uphold its
spirit. “We can no more alford
to take risk upon any more
failure after the achicvement of
national victory,” he said rc-
ferring to the [all of autocratic
regime by a mass upsurge last
yearand added, all of us shouid

the

g

conw o a conscnsus for the
sak: of our survival,
Dr Kamal Hossain said the

ple voled Bangladesh

I‘lrti‘hmwuh
the hope of fuifiiling the na-

 tlonal aspirations and now the

government should inform the
representative  parliament
what steps 1t was taking to-
wards that direction.

“The government is ac-
counlable to the - people be-
cause Parliamentary sysicm
has been restored in the
country.

Dr Hessain urged Lthe gov-
ernmenl o identily national

prioritics and lake realistic |

muasures to drastically cut ex-
penses in unproductive sectors
and increase savings and in-
vestment for helping growth of
a scll-rellant economy.
Mujahidul Islam Selim of
CPD said all so far
had faifled to give a specific di-
rection toward development.
He urged the present govern-

ment o lead the country to its |

cherished goal through im-
plementing realistic pro-
grammes which should be
taken up with improvement of
the nt cconomic situation
as Lthe main

Prol Sanat Kumar Saha of
Rajshahi University said eco-
nomic hardship did never al-
low creation of a favourable
atmosphere’ for democracy iIn
the country. lie said the vested
3'I.Ilrltl"l had always acted to

ivert the wellare programmes
to their own interest resulting
in disparity in the country.

Dr Atiur Rahman of BIDS
urged the development plan-
ners o assimilate the feelings
of the general people In formu-
lating development plans' and

mmes lor the country.
lHe also called for ensuring
access o scrvices and re-
sources by the common people
as thcy are the basis of the
country's economy as well as
politics.

(Related story on Page 3)

Liberalize gold import |

From Page |1 Col 5
that the stock ol gold in the
country i large and inercasing
al a high raitec which is attested
the proliferation of jewclry
since 1972,

The President of
Jewelers' Association,
Shamsul Alam, puts the total
number of registered jewclry
shops at around 28,000. “The
number of unregistered ‘shops
is at least three times more
than the registered ones,” he
adds.

The primary entry point for
smugglced gold is Lhe couray’s
lone international airport in
Dhaka and, to a lesser exient,
the seaports in Chitlagong and
Khulna.

According to a customs offi-
clal, during a two-ycar period
in J987 and 1988, ecight
maunds of gold were seized at
the Zia International Airport
alonc.

The main roule to smuggle
gold out of the cvountry is
through the land border wilh
india and it is conducted un-
der a varicty of "amangements’,
the BIDS document points out.

The domestic price of gold
can acl both ways, the report
adds. If the price is high, it
will reduce the incentive to
smuggie out gold 1o India. On
the pther hand, if the price is
low, gold would be smuggled
out to India in larger quantity.

"Unlcss the domestic price
of gold reflects the opportunity
cost of foreign cexchange,

- Bangladesh sustains a loss,” the

BIDS document notes.
Smuggling of gold is such a
profitable operation that it
cannol be altogether ¢imi-
nated, the report says, adding,
“therciore, it may be a practi-
cal idca to allow import of goid
and gold bars, subjcet to pay-
ment of customs duly at about

the
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The pro rale s
oo high for tax evasion nor is
it oo low so as lo depress Lhe
price below the shadow price
of gold. It will effectively cut
down the profit margin from
the illegal import of gold and

keep the domesti¢ price In |

line with the international
mﬂ' and the shadow or unol-
jal price of foreign ex:
change, thé rt explains.
The BIDS drall report also
advocates permilling export of
gold -based jewciry 1o the rest
of the world, particularly to
the developed countries. The
market for jewelry is large, the
report adds, and our crafltsmen
arc alrcady in high demand in
Europe and Asia. Jewelry can
be profitably dcveloped in
Bangladcsh and the benefits
accruing out of it could be

quile large. ;

Shamsul Alam agrecs with |

the above suggestion and
points oul that ncighbouring
india is the tenth largest jew-
clry exporter in the world and
it is the third largest forcign
exchange earncr for that coun-

try.
“If we can sct up the jew-

elry business as an cxport-ori-, |

ented trade, it can become the
number one forcign exchange
earncr surpassing the garment
indusiry,” adds the Jewelers'

Assoctation president.

Tanbazar
From Page | Col 5

were scen  [leeing by the
river side ncar the office, po-

lice, added.
Of the injured conditions of
Salma, Sheli, Laila, Selina, and
Parul were serious bul none of
them were. sent to hospital,
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conference room, Secretariat yesterday.

Govt to hold
dialogue with
parties : PM

Prime Miniswer licgum
Khaleda Zia said her
nt will dialoguc

with political parties o find
solutions to the major national
issues al stake, reports UND.

The Prime Minisicer said
this when leaders of the newly
floated four-party Patriotic
Democratic Front (PDF) met
her at Sugandha office.

PDF Convener Pankaj
Ahmed Manik and Mujahidul
Islam Selim of CP13, Dilip Barua
of Dal and Alhaj
Abdus Samad of Gana Azadi
League were present.

They expressed their sup-

to Begum Zia's call for
uilding the nation logether.

also assurcd the Prime
Minister of their allout support
to the government's pro-
gramme for increasing agricul-
tural and industrial output.

The [ront leaders told the
Prime Minister that they
would extend cooperation in
implementing the 7-poinl
resolution adopted by major
political partics to combal
campus lerrorism.

They said they will also
support government sicps lo
check population growth,
combal smuggling and other
development and welfarc-ori-
ented programmes.

Begum Zia welcomed the
support of the front and said
"exchange of views with pohti
cal partics on major national
issucs will be held in uture.”

ol NAP, Saifuddin-

From Page | Col 4
Secrctary Stddiqur Rahman
Principal Finanee Scerctary,
Khorshed Alam and Principal
Sccretary w0 the Prime
Minister Syed |lassan Ahmed

were also present. | '
The Prime Minister said

once again to increase food
production in the country. She
said we have to increase feod
production to attain food au-
tarky. "A country cannot de-
.‘dptnd on others for food,” she

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment had waived agricultural
loan to the farmers so that
they could get rid of this bur-
den. She sald the farmers
m‘:E t frosh loans and there

not be any misgivings
about this. d

She asked the distriet ad-
ministration (o lake sicps so
that the farmers were not ha-
rasscd in getting fresh loans.

In this regard, the Prime
Minister said the governmemt
had Increasced the procure-
ment price of paddy so that

farmers can get fair price for

'their produce.

She urged the deputy
commissioners to make the
food procurement target a
success. She said the f:em
ment could carry out other de-

velopment aclivities unhin-

dered i there was . cnough |

stock of foodgrains in the
country.

Begum Zia also stressed for

he Baily Star

P

-

increasing wheat and eotlon
production in the . The
extile indu m
fited Wl 11 cotlon
o AL
Turning o the law and

order situation, the Prime
Minister directied the district

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia ndd;;;r;g th-t;o-d;; meeting of Deputy Commissioners at the Cabinet Division

without fear_

—PID photo
Zainul Abedin's
birthday
today
By Staff Correspondent
The 77th birth an

niversary
rya Zainul Abedin,
be obscrved today

administration o hold com- | (Sunday) in the country.

‘Regarding smuggling,
HBegum Zia said the country's
cconomy was getll .
stroyed and the mn‘ tries

cign goods while the busi-

ncssmen have Lo sclling
forcign goods™, she main-
tained. :

The Prime Minister said
the government would re-start
the mass cducation pro-
gramme and the compulsory
primary cducation.

Turning to the judiciary,
the PPrime Minisier empha-
siscd the need for quick dis-
pecnsation of justice. She said
criminals could ncver belong

lo an nor they could be- |
y party hey | 2000

comc anybody's friend.

=

Coldwave

From Page | Col 8
ﬁ:‘::ﬂntr}' also disrupled normal
Reports  reaching from
Sitajganj said dcaths duc o in-
tensive cold has claimed one

more lile raising the number
o six. -

Abed All (64) dicd of cold

- bite in Sadar upazila. |lc hailed

from village Gutiarchar.

The other five viclims are
three men and lwo women.
Four of the victims were aboye
50 ycars old while the other, a
girl of 12, |

Our Stall Correspondent
reports : The bite of cold in-
tensified with further fail in
tecmperature under the influ-
ence of a moderate coldwave
currently sweeping the coun-

try.

Meteorological Office said
night temperature [cll
Salurday by 2 to 4 dcgrees
Celsius all over the country
which was beclow normal by 2
to 6 degrees Celsius over the
country excepl Dhaka, Comilla,
Feni, Hatiya, Sandwip,
Sitakundu, Chillagong, Cox's
Bazar, Riangpur and Dinajpur.
Temperature was almost nor-
mal in those places, Mct Office
added. i

Mercury went down to 8.2
degrees Celsius on Saturday
from Friday's 11.8 degrees in
Rajshahi and Ishurdi which is
scason's lowest in the country.

Temperature may further
fall by 2-3 degree Celsius a the
cold spell is likely to continue
for the next coupe of days.,
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in the form of barter and
counter-trade will be proposced
to cach of them. e

Confirming the stralcgics
planned to move into the
newly opened markel of what
was once a centrally controlled
cconomy, Commerce Mintister
MK Anwar told UNB revival of
business with Sovict Union was
initiated well before the disin-
tlegration of USSR, afler the
expiry of barter agreement.

Efforts, however, have so far
produced little bcecause of
continued _political and cco-
nomic unccriaintly in that re-
gion, he said.

Business with USSR re-
mained cut off since the expiry
of the latest barter agrcement
in last March.

Under the latest barter

“agreement, the two sides were

to exchange commodities
worth 19 million pound ster-
ling each way.

Dhaka wused to cxport
mainly jute and tca o the
former Union while Moscow's
sales were crude oil and
chemicals.

The Commerce _Minister,
however, informed that busi-
ness responscs, although very
limited, were now being re-
ceived from some of the inde-
pendent republics.

The nment is request-
ing the chambers here to in-
vile prospective business peo-

ple from different republics,
he said. b

| Dhaka recognizes Russia

Mcanwhile, the Fedcration
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commecerce and Industry is
lcarnt 1o have despatched invi-
lation to tradc bodies of vari-
ous rcpublics ol the Russian
Commonwealth for wvisiting

Bangladesh.

Preparaltion for a
Banﬂngcuh busincss mission is
also undcr aclive considera-
tion.

Officigls and the busincss
community hcre were of the

vicw that drives to capture the
ncw markets would not yield

-much if not accompanied by an

cxport credit programme.

Although there has been a
large demand’ for cheaper con-
sumer {lems like lotletries, ra-
zor blade and rcadymade gar-
ments there. Ban h can
hardly compete with neigh-
bouring India and Pakistan
who have alrcady offered ex-
port credits to the newly in-
dependent states.

Pakistan had reportedly of-
fered to the now-defunct
USSR a 30-million dollar re-

volving export credit pro-

gramme. India has similar pro-
gramme also.
For Bangladesh, officials

said, it would be difficult to ar- |

range such credil programme
beecause of none-existence of
an exim bank here.

. The Ministry of Commerce
proposcd the Finance Ministry
in Junc for arranging export
credit programme ?ur the

" Soviet Union, bul nothing has

come oul of 1t.

ME peace talks resume Jan 7

e

israe_l, Palestine to

talk without Jordan

MANAMA, Dec 28 : Palestinian
and Isracli delcgations to the
pecace talks will meet withoul a
Jordanian team when the next
sessfon of the Arab-lsraclis
resumes on January 7, a senfor
PLO official said, rcports AFP.

- "Israel will negotiate with
an_'independent’ Palestinian

- delegation when the third

round of bilateral lalks re-
sumes in Washinglon on
January 7, Nabil Shaath told
the London-based Arab-lan-
guage Al-Hayat newspaper.

Palestinians and Jordanians
have altended the Middle East
pecace conference since it
opened in Madrid on October
30 as a joint delegation.

On November 3 they had a
first round of talks with the
Isracli negotiators bul at the
‘second meeting last month in
Washington the Arabs said they
‘wanted te discussions
with the Israelis.

The second rm.mdnrdcdnnk

December 18 with no tangible
results, with Isracl refusing

scparalc talks with Jordanians’

“"separate”

and Palestinians, .

. But Shaath disclosed that
the Israclis had now “changed
their attitude concerning an
indcpendent Palestinfan dele-
g_auun."

"The negotiations will, now
resumc on this basis,” he
stressed. -

On Wednesday Egyptian
Foreign Minister Amr Moussa
announced that the United
Stales was in favour of
negotiations be-
tween Israel and the
Palestinians on "issucs con-
cerning them.”

Shaath also told the daily he
expeclted multilateral talks
scheduled to take in
Moscow (o be held even if no
substantial progress is made at
the face-to-face talks. A

prepara mecling is set for
January.27 and 28.
Syria has been urging a boy-

coll of the multilateral talks on
regional matters unless lsrael
agrees during the face-to-face
negoliations to withdraw from
oecupied Arab territories.

]
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by all the jo The Institule of Fine Arts of

Dhaka University is the result
of his lone efforts. .
Vartous socio-cultural or-

the late artist.
Kendrio Kochi-Kanchar
Mcla has organised an art
tion for children at the
Institute of Fine Art com-
pound today at ® am. Dircctor
of the institulte Quazi Abdul
Basct will inaugurate the com-

petition.

Talks offer

From Page 1 Col 7

Meanwhile, rcports trick-
ling in across the border say
that sporadic clashes have
been taking place inside
Burmese territory between the
troops and varfous resistance
groups. The clashes have left
hcavy casualties on both the

“ﬁltccordmg to the people of
the bordering villages, some
pcople cnilered
Bangladesh following increase
ol repressive measures on the
Muslim ulace in Arakan
province the Burmese
troops. Most of the refugees,
who have taken shelier at
Ukhia and Tcknal arcas of
Cox's Bazar, are young men.

The refugees said they have
entered Bangladesh o escape
conscription and repression
unicashed by the troops.,

The treops are torcing the
Muslim Rohingya youths to do

menial work at different mili-

tary positions inside DBurma,
the reflugees said.

Abdur Rahman (21), who
arrived Cox's Bazar Saturday,
said Lhe Burmese forces have
asked the village level oflicials
to make list of the youths.

The military officials have
warred that any incident of re-

' duction in the number of

youths will be punished, the
refugees said.

The Burmecse troops have
also warned the local elderly
Muslim people to take care of

their youngmen in the village.

|
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revolution. Wu Xuecan, a former editor and reporier
overscas edition of the official People’'s Daifly newspaper,

lished a mock edition of the newspaper in May 1989 calling

for the dismissal of hardline premier Li

Reuter.

TOKYO, Dec 28 :
the coming
spending, boosts

fiscal ycar which slashes
| aid and delivers
Washingion that Tokyo will stimulate domestic
cabinet endorsed a 72.2 trillion yen (573 billon
get for the year starting on April |— up
an initially planned 70.3 trillion yen

the current fiscal year, reports Reuter.

2.7 per
7
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Rally to hail Kim junior

TOKYO, Dec 28 : A

rally atiended by top dignitaries

hcld in North Korca's capital Saturday hafling the appoint-

ment of Kim Jong

supreme commander of North Korea's
country’s official media said.
heir apparcnt, was named head of the
military Tucsday at a mecting of the Ceniral

Workers' Party. The analysts said the appointment
stipulates

the ruling

il, the son of President

Kim Il Sung,
the president’

-3 d

i,
onc mllion
Commiliee

Kim Jong

{

was unusual because the North Korcan constitution
the president shall serve as  supreme commander of the mill-

Lary, reporis Al

Mujahideen shell Kabul

ISLAMAIBAL, Dec 28

gucrilla rockcts had killed 15 more

Alghan authorities said loday

people, as they ordered

100 rcbel prisoncrs freed under a United  Nations

plan. One pcrson died in the
were killed and 25 injured by rocketing

pcace
Kabul today and 14
on the castern lown

of Jalalabad, the offictal Kabul radio said, reports Reuter.

Milit
T
ot

officials has initialled four

agreements on mill quecs-
tions following u:z Ltalks

here.

interfax said the accords
concerned the defence poli-
cics of the CIS, coordination
between its members on a
Joint defenee council, the sia-
tus of soldicrs in the former
Sovict armed forces and con-
scription. It did nol provide
further details.

Russian Forcign Minisicr
Andrei Kozyrev acknowledged.
that Ukrdine, Moldova and
Azerbatjan were not in letal
agreement, bul suggestied
. are no fundamental dif-
ferences” between CIS mem-
bers.

l'ltf MI‘I‘I‘I.' ‘lﬂ“ﬂl‘“. .
ously of the lllack Sea fleet, has
arrived in Murmansk, north-
ern Russia, where it will
the main-northern Meet,
reporied.

Interfax said Russia and
Ukraine had clashed on

Wednesday over who should

‘control the large Black Sca

fleet. Ukrainian Depuly
Delence Minister lvan Bizhan
denied Ukraine was secking to
take over the [leet's vessels
armed with nuclear missiles.
Ukrainian leaders have pub-
licly attacked Yeltsin's plan to
frec most prices in the giant

1 Russian Federation on January

2. Russia has rcfused to delay
the move by two wecks Lo give
Ukraine and other republics
more time to prepare for the
shock.

Ukraine has brought for-
ward its own plans Lo issue fts
own coupons as a parallel
semi-currency (o roubles and

diately. = -

connection /bills etc.

(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)
Phones : 232200, 258462, 232172

‘Notice for Payment of arrear gas bill

Some of the gas consumers of the company are notclearing their gas bills regula rly,
Despite carlier efforts to attract their attention to the matter by direct correspondence
and notices in mass media like Radio, Television and Newspapers, the situation has
not improved to the expected level. The company as such is-compelled to resort to
severing gas connection of defaulters. ’ :

It is specially mentionable that a huge amount of arrear gas bills of staff quarters
of Government/ Autonomous/Private organizations remain unpaid,” Amount pay-
able in this respect is on the increase at an alarming rate. It may be noticed that once

~ the connection is severed its resumption is time consuming and expensive.

It is for kind information of our valued customers that if the bill of a particular
month is not paid by 21st day of next month, Surcharge has to be paid and if the bill
is not paid within next 45 days the gas connection can be severed without notice.

A special disconnection drive for the defaulting domestic consumers will begin
soon. The respected customers are requested to pay their outstanding dues imme-

Mecanwhile, the aircrall ear-
previ-

bloc

t further mcasures.

AP’ says, cleven were
killed in the disputed
Nagorno-Karabakh territory in
Azerbafjan on Saturday afler
Sovict troops pulled outl under
orders of Boris Yclisin, the
Tass ncws agency said.

Yelisin, who has taken con-
trol of most Sovict Lroops
across the country, has said he
would not bc drawn into the
centuries-old cthnie conflict
and this weck ordered  the
withdrawal of an estimated

2.400 troops.
Shortly afler some troops

pulled oult, shells began ralning
down Friday on Si

capilal of the scif-declared in-
dependent republic, Tass saild,
quoting Robert Koc an
aide to the Nagorno-Karabakh
council chief.

Thirty people were
wounded, Tass reported. It
gave no other detatls aboul the
attack or whether all Sovict
troops had departed. Yeltsin
said this week that 700 troops
had leflt the territory on
Tucsday,

(Related Story on Page 5)

Ceasefire in

Georgia
TBILISI (Georgia), Dec 28 .
Georgian rebel and loyalist

lcaders agreed a ceasefire to-
day in a week of fighting that

‘ killed over 50 people and

pushed the Republic to the
verge of civil war, reports
Reuter.

The truce emerged "after
four hours of negotiations jn
Thilisi's tclevision centre be-
iween rebel national guard
lcader Tengiz Kitovani and
representatives of President
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, de-
nounced by the opposition as a

diﬂalmi:ﬂer story ::u Page 5)
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The demestic metered customers has the option to pay théir bills cither at the
monthly flat rates or as per meter reading. The customers who are willing to pay the
bill as per meter reading but has not yet received the meterd bills are requested to
| contact concerned Zone offices/ Regional Distribution offices immediately .
| The customer may also contact these offices for any other problems related to gas

Itis for further information of our valued customers that no monetary transactions
of Titas Gas is done in cash. All monetary transactions be made through designated
Banks only, Respected customers are advised nof to make any cash payment to any
person other than Banks. It may further be mentioned that all officers/ employees of

Titas Gas afd its approved contractors/ their representatives carry valid identity

‘ cards.
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