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Upazila

RaJsuAm
Shaheed Siraj
Day observed
From Our Correspondent

Dec 28 : The Shaheed Sira
was observed here re-

~eently with a pledge to consol-
democracy for building

a -free society.
Siraj, a RU stu-

dent and JSD (Inu) backed
Bangladesh Chatra League
leader was killed on December
22 in 1984 near RU

Station Area when BDR per-
sonal fire on proces-
sion of studernts in support

of 48-hour-long anti-autocratic

hartal call by SKOP.

In observance of the day,
different political parties, stu-
dent isations, and socio-
cultu tions chalked
out different p mmes in-
cluding placing wreaths
at the Shahjahan Siraj
Monument on the RU campus,
rallies, discussion meetings
and cultural functions.

kers al the meetin

held at RUCSU Bulilding

rich tributes to the memory of
Shahjahan Siraj and called
upon all to make unite efforts
to materialise the dreams of
the martyrs of anti-autocratic
movement for giving democ-
racy an institutional shape.

The meeting was addressed
by RUCSU General Secretary,
Ruhul Quddus Babu, BCL (N-S)
RU unit President, Ahsanul
Kabir Badal, RU Senate
Member and Chatra Moitree
leader Sadakat Hussain Khan
and Bangladesh Students
Union RU unit leader Abraham
Lincolon.

RU Sanskritik Jote also or-
ganised a cultural functions on
the campus to make the day.

CHITTAGONG

Call to help

restore peace

, Dee 28 : Chitlagong Mctro-

politan Police Commissioner

on Monday sought cooperation

from journalists in restoring

law and order in the port city

and clsewhere in the district,
UNB.

The journalists were inviled
by Commissioner Abdus Salam,
who took over recently, for a
courtesy call at his office on

morning.

He urged the journalists for
extending cooperation in
weeding out smuggling as well
as restoring law and order in
the city, a hotbed of trouble.

The CMP Ceommissioner
assured that police would help
the rnment with the
highest degree of sincerity in
eradicating the menace of

Replying to a question, he
tralfic-jam in the port city
also increasced as a result

meetings on different

E Y ;

Number of

migratory
birds falling

Dec 28 ¢ The visits of the

number of huniers are found
m”iﬂw
in these ricts

Dec 28 : Ratdaulat
Union Parishad Chairman
Shamsul Haque (38) was ar-

roundup

PATUAKHALI
Works on 25
plans complete

Dec 28 : The Local Govern-
ment Engineering Bureau has
compleied 26 projects under
the post-flood rehabilitation
programme in the district,
oflicial sources said, reports
UND.

The 25 projects were im-
plemented with 775,83 metric

*tons of wheal sanctioned un-

der the 'Werld
Programme’ assistance,

Sources said, 66 metric
tons of wheat where dis-
tributed for two projects in

Food

Bauphal Upazila, 126.89 met- -

ric lons for four projects in
Dasmina, 112.44 metric tons
for four projects in Galachipa,

- 65.24 metric tons for two

projects in Kalapara, 177.19
metric tons for five projects in
Marzaganj and 231.96 metric
tans for cight projects is Sadar
Upazlas. .

Centre for
procurement of
aman demanded

Dec 28 : The people of lat
Dariapur in Srecpur Upazila of
the district have urged the
Food Department to open a
temporary paddy procurement
cenire at Sachilapur Hat for
the benefit of the farmers of

_ the locality, reports UNB.

Though this part of Sreepur
Upazila is a rice surplus area, it
has no procurement centre in
the locality and the one in the
Sreepur Sadar Uapzila being
far away the farmers have to
get to it with much difficulty,
some Darlapur farmers said.

A big flourishing business
centre the hat of Sachilapur
has scme pucca and semin
pucca godowns with a storage
capacity of about 10 thousand
metric tons.

A temporary procurement
centre in this hat will im-
mensely benefit the farmers of
the locality, besides removing
the possibility of smuggling
and other problems, they said.

FENI

Tk 50 cr for

construction of
9 pry. schools

. Dec 28 : The government
has sanctioned about Tk 50
crore for construction of nine

mary schools which would

turnetﬂt into shel-
ters in time of cyclone In
the Sadar upazila here, reports
UNB.

The moéncy from
Saudi grant, will be used for
constructions of buildings for
Feni Pllot Primlr; School,
Rampur Primary Sc ., Bejol
Sing Primary School, Fatapur
Primary School, North
Kashimpur Primary School,
Amingan| Primary School,
Baligonj Primary School, Dalia
Primary School, and Dalia

School.

Tender for work has al-
ready been called and con-
struction is expecied to start
soon to be completed by June
30, 1992,

BORGUNA
Implementation of

pisciculture plans

o P
ure is In six
rmthtrn districls has been
practically halted by flicgal oc-

cupants of water-bodies, re-
ports UND.

The districts are Borguna,
Patuakhali, Pirojpur, Jhalak-
hati, Bhola and Barisal

at a mecting held on the occa-

meeting ad -
, among others, by Dr
. Enmyet Ali, Murtuza

AN, mhl Hossain and

Another 500 fishermen of
para of the town

The was

. Quilt)

NAKSHI KANTHA : A village woman in a bid to earn livelihood by sewing traditional 'Nakshi Kantha' (Embroidered

—Star phutu

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 28 :
Frequent emergence of shoals
in the Brahmaputra, Jamuna
and Padma rivers -hinder navi-
gation and irrigation, of adjo-
ing areas.

It is learnt that with the fall
of water level in the rivers, at
least 6.000 shoals have
emerged in 175 kilometers
river route [from Doikhawa
(Kurigram) to Donladia
(Rajbari). Besides. a large
number of charlands are origi-
natling under the river water.

According to a source of
Bangladesh Water Develo-
pment Board, such growth of
charlands happens due to
erosion of the rivers. The
erosions leave huge quantity of
soil heap in the channels of
rivers which are not carried
away by the stream causing
massive under water siltation.
In the dry season, the silted
parts appear as charlands or
shoals.

The emergence of shoals

From Our Correspondent

hinder smooth plying of motor
launches, ferry boats and rail-
way ferries. The inter-cily ex-
press trains can not maintain
the time schedule and always
run late.

It can be mentioned here
that the river routes play a vital
role in economic and commu-
nication sectors of the river-
belt districts including Kuri-
gram, Gaibandha, Bogra, Siraj-
ganj, Pabna, Tangail, Jamalpur,
Manikganj and Rajbari distf-
icts. Heavy siltation have
forced the closure of some
important channels of the
rivers. Ferry service on
Sirajganj-Bhuapur river route
is closed and launch services
on Sirajganj-Kazipur, Sirajganj-
Enayetpur-Shohagpur-
Nagarbari route [ace closure.

Railway ferries on Simjg;:l]-
Jagonnathgonj, Bahadurabad-

* Fulchari routes and lerry ser-

vices on Nagarbari-Aricha-
Daulatdia routes take unusual

time to cross Jamuna,
Brahmaputra and Padma rivers.

Dredging of the rivers do
not bring any positive resulls
as the channels change fts
route every year. Aller Lhe
rainy season new channels are
created silting of the old
channels.

Due to change of channels
and emergence of charlands,
ferry Ghats are shifted time to
time causing much expendi-
ture which include shifting of
paltons and construction of
new diversion roads.

During last 50 days,
Sirajganj and Bhuapur Ghats
have been shifted three times
and Nagarbair Ghal shilled two
times. At present Nagarbari
Ghat is established aboul two
kilometers away to the down
stream.

Following the emergence ol
charlands passengers move-
ment as well as handling of
goods become troublesome
especially during the dry sea-

6,000 shoals on 150 km river bed

River routes under threat

SOMN.
The concermed authorities

have been urged to take up
long-lasting and planning
schemes to solve the problem.

Procurement of aman
paddy hampered

Aman paddy procurement is
hampered as the demands of

the mill owners including the
enhancement of crushing and
carrying cost are not fulfilled.

It is learnt that target of
aman paddy procurement in
16 northern districts have
been fixed at 384 lakh metric
tons.

It is gathered that at pre-
sent one maund of aman paddy
is sold at Taka 250 to 270 in
the market of northern dis-
tricts. Besides, due to various
complexities the growers are
less interested to sell paddy to
the government godown which
cause [ailure of achieving tar-
get of procurement.

RAJSHAHI, Dec 28B: About
15 lakh pati in the country
are suflering from diabetes,
reports UNB,

Speakers at a seminar on
“Diabetes” held here on Friday
disclosed the figure.

Of the total 1.21 lakh pa-
tients dre registered with the
hospitals, while the rest 13.79
lakh people are still unaware
about their disease, they
stated, | :

Organised by Bangladesh
Diabetic Association, local unit,
the seminar was addres
among others by Dr. Sirajul
Haque, Dr. Jafar Ahmed Latil
and Dr. Habibur Rahman.

Professor Dr SAA Bari
presided over the seminar,
while Professor Dr. Abdul
Kader presented the key-note
paper on "Blood sugar”.

The speakers said, diabetes
is not a curable but control-
lable disease and can be
avoided taking preventive

measures.
They stressed the need for
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15 lakh suffer
from diabetes

establishment of more diabetic
hospitals and centres to cope
the heavy rush of the diabetic
patients.

Earlier, State Minister for
Lands Mr. Kabir Hossain inau-
gurated the seminar.

The City Mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu announced a
grant of Taka one lakh for the
devclopment of the local dia-

' betics association.

Bangladesh Rifles sefzed
smuggled goods worth about
Taka 34,45,984 along the bor-
der area of the district during
the weck ending on December
17.

BDR jawans also arrested
one allcged smuggler in this
connection.

The contrabands included
Indian clothes, sarees, onfon,
sugar, spares, spices and cos-
melics. ' .

The smuggled goods were
handed over to the local

Customs office and the ar-
rested man was sent to jail-ha-
jat.

Separate cases were filed
with the police.

SATKHIRA, Dec 28 : Cotion
yarn worth about Taka 6 crore
has been lying unsold in the
godown of Satkhira Sunderban
Textile Mills for a long.

According to reports, the
sudden enhancement of cotton
yarn has left the huge quantity
of yarn unsold.

The smuggled Indian cotton
yarn has flooded the border-
belt districts which price is
lower in comparison with the
local product, it is informed.
As a result, the mill is [acing
serious financial crisis for
which it may be closed at any
moment, it is learnt.

The fate of 1400 workers
and stall of the mill are also
uncertain. This no doubt will
create unemployment prob-
lem.

The Indian yarn ol count
number 32,4060 and BO are
being sold at Taka 16,000,
Taka 1750 and Taka 43,000
per bale as against the local
rate of Taka 21,000, Taka

Tk 6 cr cotton
lying unsold

yarn

25,000 and Taka 54,000 per
bale.

. While contacted some cot-
ton yarn traders told The Daily
Star that the Sunderban
Textile Mills authority should
immediately reduce the yarn
priee to check the smuggling
of Indian cotton yarn. The
other textile mills of the
country are likely to be closed
in the near future, they further
disclosed.

Dacoities were commitied
in different shops at
Jhowdanga DBazar under Sadar
upazila recently.

The dacoits looted away
sash Taka four lakh from the
owners of the shops.

According to police, a gang
of dacoits armed with sophis-
ticated weapons attacked the
bazar at dead of night and
looted the said amount of
money from the shop owners,

A case had been registered
with the local thana in this
connection

Erosion leaves
farmers
helpless

MAGURA, Dec 28: The
number of landless and
unemployed people are
increasing in the district day
by day as a result of erosion
and high cost of living, rcports
UNB.

According to a survey, 30
per cent of le arc fully
unemployed while nearly 60
per cent depend on agricul-
ture.

Among the larmers, 80 per
cent are landless, 20 per cent
have a few acres of land and
only 30 per cent have adequalte
land property.

Erosion by the rivers Goral,
Modhumot! and others have
rendered many people home-
less. The farmers having a few
acres of land can not rd to
buy necessary inputs -like fer-
tilizers, seeds, pesticides and
even bullocks for cultivation.

The ma farmers are
not for their
uce, which them to

scll their only possession, the
homestead.

The number of educated
unemployed is also on rise
creating social unrest here.

Intensive
vegetable

cultivation

JHENIDAH, Dec 28: An in-
tensive vegetable cultivation
has been taken up
pazilas of the district

ng to the District
Agriculture Extension
t, 9,954 acres of

the it is expected
that a lotal of 75,768 metric
tons of will be pro
duced in district.

The local Krishi Bank is
distribut! vg loans among the
farmers to boost the produc-
tion.

About 86,073 metric tons of
vegetable were produced last
year on 8,715 acres of land.

Poor farmers deprived

of bank loans

SATKHIRA, Dec 28 : The
farmers of the district are
compelled to sell their farm-
lands as they are not getting
bank loans.

The situation further ag-

ted as the natural calami-
ties damaged the crops and
the dwelling houses several
times during the last few years.
The farmers who lost their
crops during devastating floods
and cyclones need farm loan te
restart the cultivation. But they
are not getling the same as
they are unable to furnish req-
uisite formalitics.

Bangladesh Krishi Bank and
other [inancial institution of
the district are disbursing
loans to non-productive sec-
tors, it is alleged. The bank
employees are taking benefits
from the recipient of the non-
productive loan, it is further
alleged.

It may be mentioned here
that most of the marginal and
small farmers are In the
meantime recetved notices lo
clear up the land and other
Laxes as they can not In
some cases arrange foodstull
for their [amily.

The existing rules on ad-
vancing loans to the small and
marginal farmers through pass

book are reportedly not work-
ing, it is mﬁm. it is learnt
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rich landlords were laking
agri-loans in fictitious names
depriving the genuine poor
farmers who are unable to
produce scecurity bonds,

This class of people use to
lend moncy to the poor per-
sons at an exorbitant rate of in-
terest, it is informed.

According to Informed
sources, a huge amount of loan
has already been disbursed to
non-productive commercial
sectors like cinema halls,
fishing process, transportation
and hotel construction at the
influence of powerful persons.

Bus terminal demanded

Travellers on the Kaligonj-
Satkhira and Kaligonj-Mun-
shigon| bus roules have
demanded a bus terminal and
other requisite facilities at the
Kaligon| Upazila ||eadquaricrs.

Some of the passengers said
that hundreds of travellers had
to wait under the open sky
even in the rainy season for
want of a bus terminal. The
female passengers suffer more
for absence of any water clos-

ets for defecation.

There is no parking place
for the buses and no traffic
control system.

The people of the area have
urged the concerned authori-
ties to take immediate steps to
consiruct a bus tecrminal and

thus mitigate the sufferings of
the passengers.

Nine miscreants held

Assasuni Thana police have
arrested nine alleged miscre-
ants [rom Nekrikhali Gher un-
der Assasuni Upazila and re-
covered one pipe gun, four
rounds of cartridges and 20
hand bombs from their possecs-
sfon recently. ‘

According to police sour-
ces, acling on a secrel iIn-
formation they raided the Gher
and arrested Liakot Alim,
Moazzem, Moksud, Haradhan,
Aziz and four others from
there. Police also recovered
the above mentioned arms and
ammunition [rom their posses-
sion.
A case has been registered
with the Assasuni Police
Station in this connection.

Government has sanctioned
a total of 877 metric tons ol
wheal for completion of 20

projects in four upazilas of the
district under Food for Works

Programme during the current
dry season.

District Reliel and Rehabili-
tation Officer informed UND
that oul of the total is, 7
will be implemented in Sadar,

4 in Sreepur, 6 in Moham-
madpur and 3 in Salikha upasri-
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COX'S BAZAR, Dec 128:
Number of road accidents in
Cox's Bazar district has iIn-
creased in recent days.

At least 25 persons died
and more than 100 others
were injured in 42 accidents
during the last five months.

Bus journey on diflerent
routes has become hazardous
due to absence of proper con-
trol of respective authorities.

Over-loading, and undesir-
able competitions on the roads
by the drivers have become a
regular feature on these routes.
According to the inter-district
bus owners association, about
700 buses and minibuses are
now plying everyday and carry-
ing nearly one passengers
in eight routes.

The time-table and overall

‘management ol these routes

are controlled by Cox's Bazar

Inter-District and Ramu
Upazila Bus Owners Asso:
ciation. Due the absence of
proper administration these
buses are secen plying at
drivers will causing untold

sufferings to the passe
particularly to the chiar:n
and wormien folk.

Most of the local and ex-

press buses in the name of
"Gate lock™ are engaged In

Up ift

MYMENSINGH, Dec 28 :
The eminent scientist of
Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Council (BARC),: Dr
Kazi M Badruddoza has stated
that development of agricul-
‘ure and farming community
should be the immediate goal
of higher agricultural educa-
ton and rescarch, reports
Bss.

Dr. Badruddoza stated this
while presenting the keynote
paper in a day-long deminar o-
tled “the unique features of
higher agricultural education’

under the auspices of
Bangladesh Agricultural
Universily eachers’
Association (BAUTA).

Held at the Shilpacharya
Zainul Abedin Auditorium re-

cently, the seminar was
pres over Dr M Asizul
Haque, President of the

Teachers Association and at-
tended by the Chalrman of
Untversity Grants Commission
Prol M Shamsul Haque and the
Vice -Chancellor of Bangladesh
Agricultural University Prof M

Asadur Rahman as chiel guest

Road accidents on rise
From Our Correspondent

dangerous competition to pick
up passengers. Over loaded
buses at maximum speed sel-
dom allow other wvehicles to
overtake them and ultimately
cause serious road mishaps.

Although present fare is 40
paisa for buses and 45 paisa for
minibuses per kilometre, it s
allcged that most conductors
collect fares at their whims.
resulting in altercation be-
tween the bus employees and

. This has become a
regular feature on all the
routes.

The Cox's Bazar-Chiltagong
Highway is in a pitiable condi-
tion both to the motorists and °
the pedestrians. This 106

kilometer- h was
mmmudh?: Iﬂm con-
crete portion of tww
has deteriorated ex-
pectation. The metalled por-
tion is also too narrow for the
safe passage of the increased
vehicular traffic. Accidents are
frequent and damage to vehi-
cles are also enormous. -

A large number of trucks

earrying goods and local buses
keep the wryhll;

same direction.

of agriculture
stressed

and special guest wz
Te attain the end, ¢t

Bangladesh ricultural
University should be linked
with the main stream of agr-
cultural

of the country, he added. He
further underiined that the

|
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