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‘Era of cooperation

with Cuba

MIAMI, Dec 28: ‘A promi-
nent Cuban exile group said on
Friday it has assur-
ances from top-level officials of
the new Russian government
that the era of cooperation
with Fidel Castro's Cuba is
over, reports Reuter.

to promote freedom and
democracy
Cuba,” Jorge Mas Canosa,
Chairman of the Cuban
American National Foundation,
said in Miami after a trip to
Moscow this week.

"No more subsidics to Cuba
— all subsidies have ended as
of today”, he told a news con-
ference on what he said was
the final day of the last Soviect-
Cuban trade pact. A new treaty

in the island of

1S over’
not negotiated

Mas Canosa the
Russians did not rule out
commercial trade with Cuba,

in hard currency and at mar-
ket rates.

Exports had put past Soviet
trade subsidies to Cuba in the
vicinity of four billion to five
billion dollars a year.

~ Israel plans huge
airlift of Soviet Jews

BOSTON, Dcc 28 : Israel is
planning a huge airlift of Soviet
Jews should another coup or a
civil war take place in the
former Soviet Union, the
Boston Globe has reported,
says Rculer.

One Israeli official esti-
mated that 50,000-100,000
Soviet Jews a month could be
evacualec, as happened when
Ethiopiar, Jews were brought
to Isra:l =arlicr this year, the
Globe said on Thursday in a
story [rom Jerusalem. :

A major component of the

ned airlift would be direct
ights to Israel from the ex-
Soviet rcpublics, ere 60
Jewish agency staflers are
working with offlicials of those
tovernments in 27 different
‘ocations, the Globe said.

"No one can guarantee that
there will not be another coup
or civil war,” Jewish agency
Director Simcha Dinitz was
quoted as telling the Globe.

*"Whenever there is disinte-
gration, minorities are in jeop-

ardy. We are very concerned
aboul the Jews, especially in
outlying arcas. There are
200,000 Jews in the Muslim

- republics, for example,” Dinitz

said. '

"Between Lthe economic and
constituiional difficulties, we
musl prepare for the worst
scenario. We are preparing and
infrastructure so that every
Jew in the Soviet Unfon can
leave,” he said.

Neither Dinitz nor Israelf
Knesset Immigration
Committee Chairman Michael
Yleiner =ould provide details
f the p1>posed operation, but
Kleiner likened the plan to the
airlilt of Ethiopian Jews carlier
this year the newspaper re-
ported. |

"We can take out between
90,000 and 100,000 a month,”
Kleiner said. "Arrangemcnts
have been made. We have
planes, and we can rent more

lanes. We took 15,000 out of
thiopia in two days, so the
sky is the limit."
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Novelist jailed for b

security court convicted a Hitle-known

hemy : »
of blasphemy

and sentenced him to eight years in prison, the first time this
century an author, was jailed for his wriling, reports AP from

Cairo. -

In another
similar terms Thursday
Hamid's “The
press where

Published
comprises dream

book was

breaking sentence, the court ordered
for the publisher-distributor of Alaa
}in a Man's Mind” and the owner of the

May 1990, "'l'hl:'Dhtlnuh- Man's Mind"
sequences in which the main character

meets Prophets of the Quran, Islam’'s holy book, in comic sit-
uvations. Many of the Prophets are revered by Christians and
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former President Alan Garcia on
reports AP from Lima.

In upholding a lower judge's finding. the tribunal late
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face prosecution in Peru's 170 years as an independent

member tribunal voled unanimously

Supreme
tribunals rather than the entire court.

general leveled charges
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MOSCOW, Dec 28:
l'ful;:lmdl of :ln;rjr citizens
with empty shopping bags
blocked the central avenue of
St Petersburg after failing to
exc e their ration coupons
for ., Tass news agency re-
ported on Friday, says Reuter,

People in Russia's second
city — hit by severe food short-
ages — are issued with coupons
which entitle them to basic
foodstulls at subsidised state
prices.

Citizens were queuceing for
sausage al the central food
store on Neysky Prospcct.
When it ran out, they blocked
the avenue and halted traflic
for one and a half hours, Tass
said.
Local authorities brought
anti-riot Police detachments to
prevent disturbances, but the

crowd dispersed peacefully.
The Russian Parliament on

Friday adopted a Resolution

aimed al protecting pcople on

low incomes f[rom dizzying

price rises afler state price

controls are dropped on
2.

It ordered local authorities
to set up [ree canteens for the
goor and urged [armers and

usinessmen to donate food,
medicine and services for

them.

St Pete

Russian ﬂag flies at UN headguarters

Hungry mob block avenue of

AP from UN reports:
Russian flag flew for the first
time Friday at UN headquar-
ters, symbolizing the transfer
of the defunct Soviet Unfon's
Security Council seat and other
powers to the Russian
Federation.

A crisp winter breeze un-
furled the white, blue and red

banner after security guards
ran it up the stafl at about 2
pm (1900 GMT).

|

There was no ccremony,
and nothing aside from the
presence of varfous news pho-
lographers and UN stallers —
most of them former Sovict
citizens — to distinguish the
flag-raising from the daily rou-
tine.

are arrayed alphabeti-
cally outside UN headquarters,
along First Avenue, and the
change in name [rom the
"Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics”" to "Russian
Federation™ meant that many
flags in the latter part of the
alphabet had to be rearranged.

The Russian banner is now
between Romania and Rwanda:

the space once occupiced by
the USSR, between Ukraine

International

"Russia to take

Inside the building,
Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov,
the former Soviet envoy, pre-
pared to preside over his first
Security Council meeting as
the Russian ambassador.

Vorontsov gave Secretary-
General Javier Perez de Cuel
is credentials verbally on Dec
24..

- Perez de Cuellar's chiefl of
cabinet, Virendra Dayal, said
no UN vote was needed on the
change for representation.

The Commonwealth of
Independent States, made up
of 11 of the 12 former Sovict
republics, had to allow
Soviel seat
last week.

Vorontsov presented Dayal
with a letter from Russian
Federation President Boris
Yeltsin informing the
Secretary-General that the
Russian Federation "remains
rcsponsible in [ull for all the
rights and obligations of the
USSR under the UN Charter,
in including the financial obli-
gations.”

The letter also served to

change the credentials of all

and United Arab Emirates, was Soviel representatives to the

filled in.

UN — including Vorontsov — to

burg for food

Russian Federation credentials.

Al thal time, Vorontsov gave
the United Nations a Russian

~Nag, but with the Christmas

holidays, it took until Friday
for the world body to find one
that was the right size to fly
among the others outside the
building.

Bloodshed to continue

Mecanwhile, a freed political
prisoner vowed that bloodshed
would continue if President
Zviad Gamsakhurdia does not
bow o opposition demands
that he resign.

Georgi Chanturia, a former
Gamsakhurdia ally who now
lcads the opposition National
Democratic Party, said after
leaving his isolation cell Friday
that the turmeoil in Tbilist
would continue {if Gams-

akhurdia remains in power.

"We know thal dictatorship
is reigning over Georgia,”
Chanturia said in an interview
with the Associaled Press.

Chanturia was one of eight

Fohlici] prisoners freed Friday

rom Georgia's secret ice
headquarters by rebel rdnrm
sccking Gamsakhurdia's over-

throw.

Rescuers stand near the wreckage

of a Scandinavian Air-line System (SAS) plane that 1

crashed shortly after take off. The plane with 122 persons on board was bound for Copenhagen
with a final destination of Warsaw, broke in two upon making an emergency landing away

from the airport.

~AFP/UNB Photo

Korean talks on N-arms fail

SEOUL. Dec 28 : North and
South Korean officials failed
today to adopt an accord en-
suring a nuclear weapons-free
peninsula but to meet
again before the new year. a

press reports said. reports
AFP.
Five delegates from each

side, meeting at the border
truce village of Panmunjom
were unable to tron out differ-
ences on a joint declaration

ging a nuclear free Korea,

ut they agreed to continue
their talks Tuesday, the na-

tional Yonhap news n
sty agency
The Dong-a evening dalily
however, said the two sides
agreed to form a joint commit-

tee to implement any future
nuclear

agreement on a
wea -free Korea.

North insisted inspec-
tions of its nuclear facilities by
the International Atomic
Ener Agency (IAEA) be
h to northern inspection
of US military facilities to ver-
ify the withdrawal of US nu-
clear weapons from the South,
Yonhap said.

An earlier report said:

North and South Korean ofli-
cials mel today to fron out re-
maining differences as the two
sides appeared close to an ac-
ensuring a nuclear
ns-free peninsula.

cord

side, met al the border truce
village of Panmunjom te
narrow difflerences before
adopting a joint declaration
pledging a nuclear-free Korea,
officials said

The two Koreas in recent
weeks have cleared r hur-
dles to adopting the lara-
tion but have yet to agree on a
few points.

In a surprise move, North
Korea pledged al the previous
talks Tﬂur-:l-y to drop its sus-
pected nuclear weapons  de-
velopment programme by

scrapping reprocessing flacili-
ties, and to sign a nuclear sale-
guards accord "at an carly
date. "

NEW DELHI, Dec 28 :

]
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Talks by diplomats
:w ministry officials
ylelded no results, he said,
and fntur;:ﬁnﬁ iho::lbc
moved to o
hmuhﬂum;byl}-

Sharif hopeful of
Kashmir

Nawaz Sharif

or some conclusion,~ said
Sharil. The llindustan Times

Crisis

by '92

northern Pakistani city of
Lahore by its editor H K Dua.

Shartl denied Indian accu-
sations thal Pakistan ran train-
g cam s for Kashmiri mili-
wants, who intensified their
movement o break away from
India two ycars ago. More than
3,500 have been killed,
including about |,850 this
year.

“India has to now believe
that there is a freedom move-
ment going on in Kashmir, and
of course, Kashmir is a prob-
lem 0 which Pakistan is a

. sadd Sharil.

Lis to say Pakistan
is help.ng terrorists in
Kashmir. ' vAll that you
should .ot call freedom

fighters tn Kashmir as terror-
ists. If india closes its eyes,
then the problem cannot be
solved,” he was quoted as say-

said he was Interviewed in the Ing
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| Opposition for an

end to bloodshed
in Thilisi
TBILISI, Dec 28: Forces op-

posed to Georgian President

Zviad Gamsakhurdia went on
television today and called for
negotiations to end the blood-
shed in Thbilisi, reports AFP.

A spokesman for the armed
opposition. identified as Kar-
kareshvili called for the talks
to be held at the television
headquarters in the city
beginning at 12 noon (0900
GMT).

He invited the Interior Mi-
nister Dilar Khabuliani. the
Justice Minister and other key
officials to attend.

A spokesman for the gov-
ernment forces, Besik Kuta-
teladze. also appeared on the
television sitting beside Kar-
kareshvili.

He warned nst censor-
ship of the opposition-con-
trolled television. but the gov-
ernment’'s response to the call
for negotiations was not im-
mediately clear and the par-
llament where government
forces are located could not be
reached for comment by tele-
phone.

Dust storm kills

17 in California

BAKERSFIELD (Calif), Dec
28: Wind-blown dust forced au-
thoritics to close aboul 200
miles (320 kilomeciers) of
Interstate 5 in ceniral Ca-
lifornia on Friday, Including
the area where 17 people died
in a violent dust storm the day
afler Thanksgiving, rcports AP,

The California Ilighway
Patrol reported a three-vehicle

pilc-up on state Highway 119
near Bakersficld; no one was
reported injured.

The National Weather
Scrvice fssued a wind and
blowing dust advisory for the
area, with wind gusts

nl’-ﬂmtﬂhhlltth
Bakers airport.
The closure included the

same stretch of interstate
where a series of crashes oc-
curred November 29 in near-
zero visibility. Ninety-three ve-
Hchpﬂup.hﬂﬂ”ﬂﬂ
injuring more than 100 peo-
ple

il'lltrllllt 5 is the state's
main north-south artery.

Corazon bans
celebratory

gunfire
MANILA, Dec 28 : President
Corazon lﬂ'l’ ordered
a total ban on traditional cele-
bratory gunfire during new
year's eve reveiries in the

Philippines, reports Reuter.
blamed the deaths

Aquino |
of hundreds of Filipinos in past

|
news for US:

celebrations on
"indiscriminate firing” by sol
dicrs and civilians.

The Buily Star

to'mnv: into the Kremlin,

Gorbachev's office before the former Soviet
::dtllmmdnnwthh_‘dﬂk.l
.m-lgnid:nurymgtlulhtd—h office as Gorbachev's

was unceremoniously -

Gorbachev resigned dee-ldly. and Yeltsin
quickly to take over the last remnants of

government and of office. Yelisin is the most
powerfal lnaier i (e oosr Comaveatiths of inSopmadant

"When Gorbachev came to his office Friday, Yeltsin was
already sitting there,” the lzvestia newspaper said.

Indians in US gamble
with gambling

LOS ANGELES: Indian reservations are laking
with gambling by ignoring government
better computerized games that look and play ke slot
machines, reports AP,

The proliferation of the machines in several states,

devices are fllegal forms of one-armed bandits.

Authorities in California seized hundreds of machines from
Indian-run casinos. The US attorney for Arizona vowed to pull
the plugs on machincs in reservation casinos next A

The machines play like electronic Las V l-:-
insert moncy. If a row of numbers or comes up a

winner, gamblers gel credits that can be used for replays or
traded for cash.

ﬁ,r re court has fined an office

SINGAPORE: A Singa
450 Singapore dollars (270 US dollars) for
a cat h she said was a nuisance, court officials
Salurday, reports Reuter.

Tan Gher Choo, 43, on Friday pleaded guilty to trapping
the cat and hot water on the three-year-old animal in

June 1980 to stop il from disturbing her.
The cat, belonging to a neighbour, died from the injury.

Ilona back to
porn life

MILAN, Iltaly: Ciecciolina, Italy's controversial
parliamentarian who made a fortune in movies, is returning to
the private life of a porn star, reports Reuter.

But those quirky [talian voters who elected her five years
ago nced not worry.

Her protege Moana Pozzi, who has co-starred with
Cicciolina in many hard-core films, will be to succeed
her in the Hallowed Halls of the Rome's Chamber of Deputies.

Cicciolina (little cuddly one), whose real name is llona

Staller, announced through her manager on Friday that she
would not seck re-election to the seat she won on the radical

party ticket.

Staller, Pozzi, and manager Riccarde Schicchi last
Scptember founded “The Party of Love”, whose stated object
is to "bring love to parliament.”

BELGRADE. Dec 28 : Council with a request for sup-
Yugoslavia says the Eu port and protection from the
Community's efforts tummn U.N."
peace to Croatia have lost Meanwhile., UN
credibility and it wants “su- General Javier Perez de Cuecllar
pport and protection” from the said on he saw no Im-
United Nations, reports mediate of a
Reuter, kee force for the .

The Yugolsav federal presi- away Yogoslav Republic of
dency, now reduced to a Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Serbia-led rump. has written
to UN Secre General Javier
Perez de Cuellar complaining
that the EC's readiness to

recognise Yugoslav republics hind that request” conditions

that want to break away
showed it was biased.

"The e ment of the EC, such deployment could be
which offered its good services made only with s froem
in the resolution of the crisis all those con on the

in this country has ... turned ﬁund — something that at
moment is clearly -

into meddling in Yugoslavia's
internal affairs and support for UN sources said
sccessionism t interna- that without a

tional law and its own obliga-
tions.” said the letter., made

on Friday.
It added that the EC's the

A "lﬂ‘ll; t the In-
Hague conlerence on Yugos- sue of fAighting a few miles
lavia “has lost the necessary awary -y
credibility and trust in its The Eu
ubj:clhrlg in secking a solu- had ﬂhdw an
‘“I-Tﬂt:m e i wmnmhh““

his S0, - to - to
ter., "we have turned to the vmtﬂllﬂ!'l'-hq-:::
President of the Security ing.

to the Kurdish region of
northern after having
been in Mﬂ the 1980s.
Hu prisoners may
have been executed in and
we fear for the future of almost

Kurdistan

at this point to doubt they will
move in that direction.”
But he said Kazakhstan has

w0l “bed. ite as clear” in its  absolute
stance. Lapaies this will _t?cg
The defence chiel also saild said. tely
the US administration re- He noted “ ‘one of the
"‘"h“"‘"“?“ the Of most massive reductions in US
technical assistance military is already
t noed to dismantle and mm-ﬂ
their nuclear arsenal. quarter of the total forces.
Cheney said overall devel- “We will continue to moni-
opments in the former Soviet  tor events to make cortain that
Union were good news for the “'“-ﬂﬂ“;:
world, he warned we need protect
mwm serve and save that capability
vital defence strategy a8  we need to protect the coun-
changes were still taking place  try," Cheney sald.



