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Dhaka, Sunday, December 29, 1991

And Now the Solution

Al a seminar ﬂlﬂlﬂd by the Lions Club of
Dhaka last Thursday, Commissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, M Ashralul Huda and Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Traflic), Kazi Nazrul
Islam identified the following factors as the main
contributors to road accidents and traflic jams:
lack of knowledge about traflic rules, poor condi-
tions of roads and vehicles, untrained drivers,
and rickshaws.

As professionals with the responsibility to
maintain public safety on the roads, the two offi-
cers are more aware ol the problems facing the

city's suffering millions than anybody else. But the
problems

Most disheartening perhaps was the oflicers'
apparent unwillingness (o address the issue from
their own end of the field. In other words, if rules
related to traflic movement and road-worthiness
of vehicles are not being observed, then should
not assume that they are not being enforced
? If that is the case, then who really is re-

for this state of affairs, by virtue of al-
this flouting of rules to go on unchecked ?

the top strata of the police force is
aware of the issues involved, we can ex-
pect action to start [rom where it is most ur-
needed: with indtvidual policemen and of-
who regulate traflic. It is apparent to many
people that, not only do traflic policemen fail to
enforce even the simplest of rules such as the
one dealing with pa on zebra , they
are often ignorant ol rules regarding zebra
themselves. As a result, rickshaws and
other vehicles regularly ignore the white lines,
making life for pedestirians quite hazardous.
Before the public is subjected to any lecture on
civic responsibilities. the ‘police administration
would do well to educate their own men and
officers on the understanding and
implementation of rules and laws governing urban
life. That would be the right place to start,
because until road users are made aware, through
enforcement of such rules, they are most unlikely
to follow them.

The police should concentrate on the
numerous cross-roads and junctions jam-free as a
first step. Whatever else that happens on the road

into insignificance compared to the free-

-all at junctions, where nobody, including po-
licemen, seems to have any idea about what is
going on. The chaos Is compounded by the exis-
tence of bus-stops close to junctions, multiple-
parking by vehicles and tendency among
drivers (0 slow-down or simply 'stop dead at unau-
thorised places to pick or unload passengers. If
the traflic police succeeds in untying the knots at
these bottlenecks, then we can expect a major

improvement in traflic movement throughout the
city’'s road network.

But, while the sheer number of rickshaws and
the woeful lack of knowledge about regulations
are major worries, it has to be borne in
mind that rickshaws rarely kill people. Buses and
trucks with mechanical faults or maniacal drivers
are invariably the cause of fatal accidents, and also
the worst pollutants along with auto-rickshaws.
Dangerous driving and unroadworthy vehicles are
both serious hazards to which the police seem
quite oblivious at present. This indifference
needs to end soon if we are to feel safe on the
road, and if the lectures given by police officers
to the public in general are to be taken seriously.

Oscar for Ray

Satyajit Ray, a versatile genius, most notable for
film- . has been awarded the prestigious
honorary Oscar. Ray will be the first Asian film di-
rector to receive this coveted prize for his rich
contribution to the world of film. His is an abiding
love affair with the silver screen. Throughout his
fllustrious career, the septuagenarian film direc-
tor surprised his critics and gained the admira-

tion of millions by making one superb film after
another.

Ever since he made the film "Pather Panchali"
based on the novel of Bibhuti Bhusan
Bandopadhaya, Ray has always kept his vision
clear about what kind of films he wanted to pro-
duce. He, therefore, never bothered to venture
into the world of commercial film-making. Highly
praised, the "Pather Panchali" brought him in-
ternational acclaim and recognition at the very
first attempt. During his illustrious career he has
received more international prizes than any di-
rector in South Asia — perhaps Asia. If anyone

really compares with him favourably, it is Japan's
Kurosawa

But prizes are not the real measure of the man
who set a new trend for Bengali films. His classic
style and treatment has sometimes been thought
to go over the head of the fiilm-goers, but
the artistic appeal of his work could not be
missed by the film connoisseurs as well as the
common viewers. That in fact is the enduring

miﬂt‘;f his films which he fiercely defends
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Ray's pioneering role in the Bengali film also
concerns developing taste — one that is more so-
:hhtlcated — among the viewers. It is due to

ploneering role that a new generation of
film makers have come up fast Ingpircd by his
special way of looking at films. The honour
upon this towering personality of the

» will no doubt have a beneficial
on the Bengali film makers In general
and inspire them to work towards further tm-
proving the quality of Bengali films.
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the world's territory may rc-

three of the four largest re-
publics of the fast disintegrat
ing country have hammercd
out of existence the Union ol
Soviet Socialist Republics. de-

1922. In its place they have
formed the yet-to-he-clearly-

Independent States (CIS)

It was done in a huv hurry.
Presidents Boris Yeltsin,
Stanislav Shushkevich and
Leonid Kravchuk — leaders of
the Slavic republics of Russia,
Byelorussia and the Ukmaine
respectively — met suddenly in
Minsk. the Byelorussian capiial
days after economically signifi-
cant Ukraine had opted (o
break away in a referendum on
December |[. wanted to
checkmate a [atal collapse of

It was a panic move initi-
ated by Yeltsin, observers here

the Y scenario.

iIn the so-called Minsk
Declaration the Slavic leaders
said CIS was open to the other

mh:l‘ it called for, among
things, a common politi-
cal strategy. a single economic
and monetary
and tax tem and other fi-
nancial reforms.

In their statement, the sig-
natories blamed the "short-
sighted politics of the Centre”
for the political and economic
crises, and the impasse over
talks on President Mikhail
Gorbachev’s still-born Union of

HIS fact, resulting
I from a recent official
enquiry, has led the

public authorities to make the
Environment one of their to
priorities. So, this year, whic
is marked by the implemen-
tation of a big "National Plan”
devoted to it, the budget of the
ministry concerned has ben-
efited from an increase of
48.2% over that of 1990.

This effort in favour of the
environment is expected to
increase further in the coming
years for, as Prime Minister
sEdith Cresson declared last
June, France intends to have
an "ambitious policy” in this
matter.

allocated by France for the en-
vironment amounted to 110
billion francs. In 1995, it will
be over 151 billion francs and
by the year 2,000, it will rcach
197 billion. Spending on the
environment will thus almost
have doubled in the space of
ten years.

The aim is to increase the
amount of public and private
spending on the environment
until it represents 1.9 of the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), compared with 0.9%
today. This is the level of
spending that the United
States had attained 20 years
ago, and West Germany in
1990.

A financial effort is thus be-
ing made, but also a human
one. In 1995, the Ministry will
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English-medium
students

Sir, As a student of an
English medium school, |
would like to draw your kind
attention towards the injustice
which is being done, in our
own country, to us,

After completing our "O"
and "A" levels from London and
Cambridge Universities, we are
facing problems in getting

admission to colleges in
Bangladesh. The college au-
thorities here preference
to students of gali medium

over us even though we have
better grades. As a result, we
are compelled to go abroad for
higher education. Even though
our standard is much better
than those of Bengali medtum
students we are not able to
study in our own country. Many
pay large sums of money to get
admitted. Among us only those
who belong to very wealthy
families can go abroad for
higher education. But middle-
class people just cannot afford
to send their wards abroad.
To solve the problem, our
rwmmnmt should establish
nglish medium colleges in
our country, or should make
rules so that qualified English
medium students can be as
casily admitted to colleges as
Bengali medium students, so

that we can go on with our
higher education here. We
would be proud of ourselves if

questions rhetorically and docs
know the answers A bricl
and then he replies

inhabitants of onc-sixth ol
main citizenless Presidenis of

Lenin's Unton Pact of

defined Commeonwealth of

say, to forestall repetition of

unit, banking

In 1990, the total spending

“of all are, in order :

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

The end of the Soviet Union came

How Yeltsin Upstaged Gorbachev
to Form his Commonwealth

before December 31. Creation of a Commonwealth of

Independent States has finally killed the state born out of the Great October Revolution.
Boris Yeltsin is in charge. More than 70 years on, what was so recently a superpower, is
tottering on the brink of economic disaster. Gemini News Service reports on one of the most
epoch-making events of the 20th Century.

Sovereign States (USS).

A union ol without
the Kremlin is the “optimal
form for their survival,” they
declared. It explained why the
Minsk Declaration was organ-
ised behind Gorbachev's back.

Parliaments in the three
Slavic republies ratified the
Minsk Declaration. althou
Ukrainian legisiators de-
manded some amendments to
the draft. Opinion polls carried
oul in Russia. the Ukraine and

Byelorussia indicated that
more than B0 per cent people
approves of the CIS.

Rosikaya Gazeta newspa
gave these "fear-inducing” fac-
tors responsible for CIS: de-
struction of the existing hori-
zontal economic ties between
republics responsible for fall in
production; the issue of the
control of nuclear weapons sta-
toned in Russia. the Ukraine
and Byeclorussia and
Kaszakhstan; the spectre of so-

called "Croatianisation” of the
Soviel Union with similar
bluody consequences: and pos-
sible rebellion in the Soviet
armed forces.

Yeltsin also feared that the

democrats t lose the peo-
ple’'s trust their economic
reforms backfired. Yeltsin

knew full well that economic
reforms in Russia were impos-
sible without the Ukraine,
given its economic clout and
close economic links with
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An Ambitious Environment Policy for

by Pierre-Albert Lambert

non-Slavic republics, including
Nursultan Nasarbayev's
Kazakhstan, form a
unfon of Muslim states to

and destabilisation.”
It is now obvious
that Gorbachev's tactics of

steering a middle course
throughout the past six
Perestroika pleased nei-

Among the major concerns of the French, the state of the environment comes in second
place after employment. Two thirds of French people say they are ready to accept an in-
crease in the taxation devoted to improving the living environment.

have 3,300 civil servants,
whereas there had only been
about a thousand in 1990,
Similarly, the number of enwvi-
ronment-related jobs, in both
the public and private sectors,
which, in 19BB, were esli-
mated at 353,000, that is 1.6%
of the active working popula-
tion, is expected to double by
the end of the century.

The areas of the environ-
ment that the French (cel

most strongly about and which,
according to them, the public
authorities should tackle first

Fighting
walcer po'lution in rivers and

- lakes [43%), industrial waste

disposal (42%), nuclear sale
(39%), reducing air and atmo-
spheric pollution (34%), pro-
tecting the coastline (25%),
protecting wild plants and an-
imals (24%), protecting moun-
tains (20%) and, lastly, fight-
ing noise [16%).

Fighting Harmful
Discharge
Compared with other de-
velope: countries, after a
Start France has fallen consid-
erably benind in defending the

"capital of nature”, and, if
there are no “catasirophic” sit-

uations in France, experts

consider that there are, never-
theless, "scrious risks”. They
describe the ecological bal-
ance-sheet of the last few years
as "mediocre overall”,

The f‘irst rcason is the
growth that France entered
upon in the mid-80s. Here are
twq cxamples: For the first
time since the oil crisis of
1973, c¢missions of sulphur
dioxide, which are the cause of
acid rain, increased by 10% in
onc yecar (1989 figures). Road
traflic on motorways increased
by 50% between 1986 and
1988 and forecasters predict
that, by the year 2,005, air
trallic will double and there
will also >e¢ a considerable in-
crease ir road traffic. Such a
developm=nt, will, naturally,
be accompanied by an augmen-
tation in pollution.

Yet, the French [(and the
Japancse) can consider them-
sclves lucky in this last area as
their emission of CO_ is rela-
tively restricted C%mpar:d
with that in other industri-
alised countrics. Expressed in
tonnes of carbon per year and
per inhabitant, the following
comparison can be established
- France and Japan : 1.9, the

we could shine in our own
country, rather than abroad.

Shabana Jalal
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

Road blockade
in Mirzakhil

Sir, These days we quite
often face road blockade by
varfous interested quarters
causing great inconvenience to
the public. This is being done
in order to press home their
various demands. In most
cases the public has got noth-
ing to do about and innocent
people, particularly those
travelling with families, suffer
a lot ip course of their journey.
We would urge the government
to take measures by establish-
ing highway police patrols with
control rooms to combat this
menace so that people can
move freely.

I would like to report one
such incident which took
place in our village Mirzakhil
in Chittagong. Here a public
road has been permanently
barricaded — causing hin-
drance to safe passage of vehi-
cles — by a local man, with
some hired mastaans. This
man, who proclaims himself as
a 'Pir', wants to take advantage
of a 'dargah’ (300 metres away
from the road) and is harassing
the public by closing the thor-

oughfare to all types of vehi-

cles.
Nowhere in

Islam it is
mentioned that passengers
liave to abandon their cars

ncar graveyard or dargah. Even
at our holiest Makkah and
Madina there are easy access
to all kinds of vehicles. There
is a strong rumour that this
self-styled 'Pir' may soon col-
lect money from the public in
the name of ’'Dargah’.
Barricading a public road for
such un-Islamic act and selfish
gains is illegal and not accept-
able to the public. We would
app to the government to
es h rule of law and take
stern asures against those
responsible for barricading a
public thox

Md Abul
Mirzakhil, C

Niaz Murshed

Sir, Once a chess player of
this sub-continent named
Sultan won global fame. Now
again the sub-continent is
achieving such attainment as
V. An of India recently de-
feated world champion Garry
Kas . Our Niaz Murshed,
the first Grand Master of this
zone could show such sky-
rocketing performance. But he
does not get proper and ade-
quate assistance [rom our gov-
ernment and concerned au-
thorities as the Indian whizz-
kid V. Anand gets. So, | urge to
provide adequate assistance,
sponsorship and patronage for
Niaz Murs so that he can
develop his paragon and mer-
curial potentiality in chess.

We never wanl a "treasure-
trove” like Niaz Murshed to go
obscured.

Rathan M.
East Hazipara, Dhaka

United Kingdom : 2.8, West
Germany : 3.2, Eastern Europe
: nearly 4, the USA : nearly 5.
The public authorities are
particularly concerned with
water, its supply and its purifi-
cation. (800,000 French peo-

ple still drink water containing

too high a level of nitrate).
Investments in this area, In
the five coming years, will

()I‘l.\:l{)_\;

amount to 81 billion’ francs,
which is double what France
spent on the problem between

1987 and 1991.
On the matter of industrial

llution. French firms are still

behind compared with
their North European
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The Poor and the Rich

In any community, however
small, there are people whe
are considered as cccenirics
or mad caps because their
ideas, concepls or aclivitics
are unconventional. In more
mature and allluent societies
these people are tolerated and
sometimes even indulged. It is
said about them: they march to
the beat of a different drum.
Sometimes, these people with
unconventional ideas have later
been proven to be great inven-
tors, scientists etc and have
gone down in history as great
men.

In our society also there are
many who espouse unconven-
tional ideas, but unfortunately
these pecople and their ideas
are not accepted and they are
generally ridiculed, castigated
and il their ideas are too far
out of place
out of the community.

But, fortunately for us, it
appears that our socicty is on
the path of becoming quite a
mature one, il not an aflluent
one as yet. The indication and
sign of this is that many people
with very unconventional ideas
without the benefit of any
knowledge or touch of the
grim ity of life of the com-
mon man of the country seem
to have found shelter in the
upper reach of the finance
ministry. These people with
their vast knowledge of eco-
nomics, [inance, accountin
and hopcfully a small dose o
sociology, are formulating poli-
cies which though purported
to be for the development of
the country and welfare of the
people is only succeeding in
turning the expectations
otherwise. |

Though there are skeptics
and cynics in our society who
maintain that our economic
policies are not made in the
country but in Geneva and New
York and our budget is not a
national one but an interna-
tional one as over 90% of the
funds are contributed by donor
countries and international or-
ganizations, | for one disbelief
it and object to this kind of
unpatriotic thinking Because,
the economic, tax and bud-

tary policies that are bril-

ant in substance and in their
ability of being implemented
and enforced in ‘a fractious,
uncontrolled and yes, sorry to
say — in a corrupt — socie
seem s0 foolprool, they cou
not come from Geneva or New
York but from the gentlemen
who sit in the air conditioned
offices in Dhaka but think

they are turned -

about Geneva and New York in
than one and would
there than where
they are now.

One example of their wise
policy can be n. A very
common apparel "lungi” used
mainly by rural and commeon-
man — every component that
gocs in the manufacture of this
humble apparel is taxed at all
levels at various rates of taxes.
To begin the cycle — after the
raw cotlon reaches the port:
Cusioms duty, development
surtax, sales tax etc are levied
on the item. Alter it leaves the
port, and paying various infor-
mal but a'it ost mandatory tolls
at diffcrent points reaches the
factory: v:here it is made into
year, further excise and sales
tax is imposed. Then it arrives
at the weavers where again
sales tax and excise duty is
charged. There be some
waiver to these rules from
time to time, but, generally,
this is the [ramework of .
" Simfinrly, every other inpul
-hat goes in the manufacture of
this most basic of materials is
taxed: dyes, textile chemicals,
finishing materials etc. So are
the machineries, spare parts,
lubricants etc. If the selling
price of a lungl is 100 Taka —
more than 50% of this has
gone intlc taxes in one form or
another. In contrast, there are
only two or three tiers of taxes
on a VCR which is more a lux-
ury item, cven which is some-
times : "mar-aged

smuggied 1r.
If the price of lungl goes
any higher, many people in our
society will arrive at a state
where they will have no choice
but wear only birthday suits or
some close approximations of
this. And this is not being said
facctiously or to make an ef-
.ect. Or' the other hand,
/CR owners whose main en-
tertainment is

day suit will have their fun and
s at the cost of the poor
ngl wearers!

Countless examples can be
cited where the basic needs of
the commonman is heavily
taxed and ‘he luxuries of the
rich including perfumes, cos-
melics, <=vpensive apparel,
electrizal a pliances elec-
tronic entertainment equip-
ment r rade taxes alto-
gether The frony is that the
commonmen are larger

rtion of r income in
taxes than the rich and they
are not eware of it as most of

The other irony and sad fact
is that the commonmen are
totally unaware of the heavy
burden of taxes on thef and
they do not wrest the righ

a tax payer as is donc in more H

advanced societies. This is
quite evident from the humble
attitude, almost like a suppli-
cani, the commonmen

when he even the
lowliest of representatives
of the government,,

One of the main reasons of
such an and imbalance
of the tax policy is that the
policy-makers are not only de-
tached from the commonman
but they, perhaps, also think
that they belong to a different
class — the ruling class. Also,
‘n: be their aspirations, goals

plans are oriented Lo ide-

als of cultures where

they would like to settle. They

send their children to foreign

schools, do their shopping In
1

hmak or Singapore
frequent assertions and
threats which oflen emanate

from the honourable Fihance
Minister is indicative of the
nt attitude of the hier-

archy of the ministry. Many
construe these as evi-
dence of the fallure of their

| clc, are
like asking the wolves (o raid
the chicken coop. This type of
directive can only be an out-
come of insensitivity to the re-
ality of life here as many
mmumhhmmnﬂ

are, mosl probably, bigger
tax evaders on a larger scale

Income Tax peop




