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Hide and Seek About Women Smoking

by Fayza Haq
The other an overzcalous young.execu- -cousins, fail to comprehend that a woman
oll;e hrll: forth ad lib. ahnuﬂ;mw awful habit would rather have arsenic or belladonna or
smoking was.at an o mecting in Naya even rat pofson than have the sympathy of the
Paltan. He surely had ho idea of how many sore mdd.m-hnpeddlymlnu:mﬂﬂ

toes he was treading on. The meeting had ba-
sically nolhh‘:du with smoking ,s0 you can
well envisage peeved some of the employ-
ees felt.

My friend
Mohammedpur
constantly complain-

Jng about her broth-
ers who smokes. “lic
is the only one of my
six brother who has
this bad habil,” she
remarked ,with ex-
asperation ,as | in-
nocently cyed the
stubs on the nearby

When people are
80 censorious aboul
men smoking you
can ine whal
they would dhnv: to
say if iscover : F
that wulu'r:yn are in- =} ’
dulging in the same pleasure, habit, pastime or
what you will. i

When | visit iny colleagues-and friends at
Dhanmandi, the doors are always shut and the
cirtains drawn, and it is made, many times
sure, that there are no visitors or outsiders,
when we indulge in the occasional pufl. It just

on't do to have peoplc —who are not mem-
pers of the immediate family —discover two
women having a tete a tei: over a cup of tea,
and having a cach.

Another [riend of mine who lives in a flat

in

near Ideal Col will only smoke in the bath-
room. This is use she has a teen-aged
daughter, and fecls it wrong to smoke before

her. 1 have a strong suspicion , that when
thint.p rough with her at work in the office,
- she the occasional pulfl in the office toflet
l0o0.
This hide and scek about women ‘'smoking
gocs on Lhroughout the Subeontinet. When |
was working in Pakistan, the highlight of my
cvening was waltching my friends, who were all
young women, have seeret pulls behind closed
doors — as Il it were some grand orgy at
Versaille. 1 wish today.l had had the sense to
have joined them. Sure nerves would then
have held on betier | wouild not have had
to take resort to being sheltered in the family
home , as | do today, twelve years later,

It is reported, and | have seen mysell, the
the same trauma surrounds a woman smoking
in neighbouring india «>0.There too ashtrags
are knocked over, whenever there are male
vistors, and there are hot and (lushed cheeks
habit of a woman smo is discovered,
the closest member of the family.
aunts and uncles in Dhaka discover
smoke, love you as much as they do,
not stop to think that you know all

the evil of smoking since the age of
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Relatives, which include mothers and elder

;
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'Scouting can help build |

career women-—whether they are widows, di-
vorces, unmarried or are sim scparated,
The conservatives believe that ‘has created
everything in pairs. When women have domes
y: Lic or dif-
iv ‘ ficulties at the work
!_ place become too
' much , the tte
smoke swirl is like
some male caressc.
Everyone nceds a
kiss or a cuddle
sometlimes to make
their “garden grow.
"Every woman can-
nol.lead the life of a
nun.and be content
with it.
Iin the Maldive

Islands , where 1|
| have lived and
3 worked , the women
! smoked their
s "hookahs “without

any qualms, just as they bicycled till midnight
and beyond. If womcn are given so much of
frecdom in a tiny chain of exoitc islands , why
should women be embarassed and , of
their smoking in a cosmopositan city like
Dhaka?

This frowning upon smoking for women fs
not a matter limited to the Subcontinent alone.
When | went Down Under to vist my in-law_
who, incidentally originally come from Geneva_
they were horrified and scandalised when they
heard that | had taken to smoking. You can
rest assured | did not smoke before or behind
any of them as long as | was in Melbourne. My
other western [riends in that city too were not
happy at all that | had taken to smoking. "Cut it
out” they advised frankly , as all Aussies do. In
London and New York too, | know for a fact
thntnn woman smoking is considered a trifle
“swifl”. .

Women do not smoke because it is in fash-
fon or because they want to flout society. They
do it as a prop against the slings and arrows of
life. Even men have known to be so cantanker-
ous once they give up smoking.

| coaxed an ex-boss of mine not to abandon
smoking altogether, because he used to get
into such savage tempers when he cut out the
tobacce tranquilliser. | know of yet another ex-
ecutive, who had a temper as sweel as that of a
lamb when he smoked. Unfortunately his
health does not permit him the indulgence of
Raleigh's discovery any more, When things go
amuck he can be as fercious as an untamed
tig:r.lndthnlilnnﬁlzhrhhml -
admire him as they do o g -

| know of a project manager who puffed
away during Ramzaan at Radio Bangladesh,

Dhaka. His encouraged him as they
too could inhale the fumes without smoking

themsleves. lie was an outsider so he could
flout the rules of Ramzaan he always
remained sensitive to other people’'s sensibils-
ties.

They say our women are being lberated.
They march the streets political move-
ments, raise and even give well-re-
hearséd speeches. Yet would they dare go near
a tobacco stick in public 7 It remains a no-no.

Jasimuddin's
birth Jan 1

Pre tions are alfoot to
observe the 88th birth an-
niversary of Palli Kabi Jasim-
uddin on January | in a
befitting manner, re BSS.

Several socio-cultural and
literary organisations have
chalked out e¢laborate pro-
gramme in this connection.
Faridpur Shahithay Parishad
and Bangladesh Small and
Cotlage Industrics Corporation
(BSCIC),  Faridpur zone have
chalked out a weck-long pro-
gramme at Gobindapur, ances-
tral home of the late poet

The programme’ includes

village fair, handicralls exhibi-
tion, kabigan, jarigan, lathi-
khela, lierary performances
based on the works of the late
poct. Ansarruddin High School
at Ambikapur founded the
late poet after his father's
name has also planned to
observe the birth anniversary
of the poet. The programme
includes holding of seminars
and litcrary competitions.

*Radio Clubs'

essay contest

Bangladesh Association of
Radio Clubs, central forum of

radio listeners’ clubs in the

country will o sc an cssay
sonlest i ded "Role of Voice of
America in promoting world
peace” (o mark the Golden
Jubflee of VOA, says a press re-

lease

the contest will be open to
all (including foreign nationals
living in Ban . The es-
say should be written within
1000 words either in
or in English and to be sent to
Akbar Haider Kiron,
General, BARC, P Q Box 1082,
Dhakea. T.1. best entries will be
awarded nrough a function to
be helc in Dhaka to celebrate
the oceasion

JS body on
Ministry of
Law, Justice

meets Tuesday

The second meeting of the
Parliamentary Standing Comm-
ittee on the Mini of Law
and Justice will be held at 4
pm on Tuesday, at Standing
Committee Room No. 1 of the
Sangsad Bhaban, reports BSS,

The Chairman of the
Committee Law and Justice
Minister Mirza Colam Halfiz
will preside. All members of
the Commitiee have been re-
quested (o attend the meeti

The members are : LG
and Cooperative Minister
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
der, Chief Whip Khondaker
Delwar Hossain, Barrister
Moudud Ahmed, Information
Minister Barrisier Nazmul
Huda, Salahuddin Kader Chow-
dhury, Sudhangshu Seckhar
Halder, Jubed All, State
Minister for Law and Justice

Metropolitan

- Anniversary of |

‘Bureaucratic attitudes have gripped NGOs'

Call to

involve dispossessed

into democratic process

Prof Rehman. Sobhan, a
noted economist, Saturday laid
stress on involving the coun-
try's ‘dispossessed’ into the
democralic process to salfe-
guard democracy, reports BSS.

He was addressing a semi-
nar on "democracy, develop-
ment, debt and the dispos-
sessed: experience of 20 years
of the.independence of Bang-
ladesh” at the Planning and
Development Academy Audi-
lorium.

Sobhan said, it was the dis-
possessed who buflt up resis-
tance againsit aggression on
democracy and installed a rep-
resentative government in

r.

So, the dispossessed, who
make up the country's majority
population, should be given
due importance in improving
their conditipns at all re-
spects, he suggested.

. He said, illcgal power grab-
bing and the politics of killing

A sequence of dance drama ‘Mayar Badhan' at National
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Museum auditorium Saturday in celebration of the founding

a.iniversa~y of BAFA.

Compulsory pry e—ducation-

in 64 dists from Jan 1

Educatién Miifister Jamir-
uddin Sircar reiterated here
Saturday that compulsory pri-
mary education would be laun-
ched in one thana in ecach of
the 64 districts from January |
next, reports BSS.

“The mass literacy pro-
gramme of the government
would also be launched soon”,
he told the second session of

smoothly.

Sircar said the Depuly
Commissioners would act as
chairman ol the committee lor
compulsory primary education
and mass lileracy programme.

He said aboul 40 lakh adult
people were benefitted from
the mass literacy programme
during the tenure of BNP gov-
crnment.

l

to the

could also be stopped if the
usurpers knew that the major:
ity people would stand behind
the democratic_government in
the event of any such move.
was directly re-
lated to development, debt and
c.l:l:foutlud, Sobhan said

ing thafin our country, mi-
cro-level decisions had been
creating macro- level prob-
lems.

He said, the past autocratic
government was accountable to
its donor agencies and coun-
tries as it had no popular man-
date. But the present demo-
cratic rnment could bar-
gain while taking loans from
donor countries as it was ac-

for the present government
how it would run the country
in the backdrop of a
economy Inheﬂll;! fmm
tocratic n:gint*

Sobhan also stressed formu-
lation of plans on the basis of
national consensus to remove
economic {lls.

Dr Selim Zahan, Professor
of Economics
University, ‘presented the key-

"nole paper at the scminar,

which was divided inlo two
scssions.

The [irst session was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Nurur Rahman, President,
Khetmajur Samity, Dr Deb-

ap
Fellow of Bangladesh Institute
of Development Studics, Har-
unur Rashid, A SKOP leader,
Saiful Huq, a workers Party
leader, Prof Latifa Akhanda.
The seminar, was organised
by the Association for
Realisation of Basic Needs, a

. Non-Government Organisation.

In his key-note paper, Dr.
Selim Zahan said, democracy
was not institutionalised in the
past 20 years duec to rcpeated
intervention of autocratic
forces. '

A section of pcoplc had
been the beneficiarics of the
development process of the
last 20 years, he pointed oul
and said, basic economic val-
ucs — economic discipline and
accountability — had been de-
stroyed.

tHie said, dynamism had not
been created in the rural de-
velopment while the volun
organisations could nol reac
poorer section of
ple. Bureaucratic attitudes had
also been developed in the
Non-Government

of Dhaka
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Krishibid
Institution

executives

The election of Krishibid
erululinn. national committee

agriculturists in hfrnh
was held on December 20, says
a press release.

Mirza A Jalil, Chairman,
BADC and Jabed Igbal, Deputy
Director, Agriculture Extensive
Department has been elected
President and Secretary
General 1 :soectively.

The eleciion of 67 branches
of Krish.bid Institution 'was
held siraultaneously at 28

polling centres around the
country.

Body to set up
Ziaur Rahman
Academy

A 15-member ad-hoc exec-
utive commiltee has been
formed with Dr 8 M Lutfar
Rahman of Dhaka U as
its President (o establish
"Shahced President Ziaur
Rahman Jatiya Academy” in the
country, reports [ISS,

The commitiee would an-

nounce of establish-
ing the academy a
press conference in on

January 10, a press release of
the committee said in Dhaka

on Saturday.

Three get
BAFA award

Ustad Fazilul Huq, Barin
Majumder and Ustad Abid
Hossain Khan were
awarded by the Bulbul
Academy of Fine Arts in cele-
bration eof its three decades of
existence.

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed attended the func-
tion as the chiefl guest and
distributed the awards. -
Hﬂuchrl‘“ﬂnﬂhuﬂﬂ-
cllorts o academy for
honouring the cultural person-
alities and said, this would in-
spire them to work more
carneslly in their respective
ficlds. lie also said, prepara-
tions would be taken to hold a

cultural function the
acade in Chittagong to
spread cultural activities.

December 29

Happy Birthday

To

BONNY
—Barda Mama

Its new
just for you

the two-day conference of the Participating in the discus-

d o . ' m:l’l Hage 4nd' Soemh Deputy Commissioners which  sion. Education Secretary Mir The ﬂlﬂﬂ ,ﬁhr is Pk‘ﬂﬁl'd to introduce a new
youths as disciplined force' | { S B, ™" MR et S0 ||| coumn where ndividuas and organisaions can
. rime Minister Begum ot the programmes as : . . :
' ! Malmanee pays Khaleda Zia presided ﬂw:rgthc "massive - and said the [DCs publ'Sh B'ﬂhd'y and A"mvmry Gm“g" Con-
President Abdur Rahman national counctl of Bangladesh  be taken to organise scouting session. The minister gave an  could play a vital role in their gratulatory and Condolence Mcssages, Get-Well/ |
Biswas Saturday said the youth,  Scouts. in every educational institution far ewell call outline of the system of educa-  implementation. Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
should be organised as scouts Held at the premises of of the country. r PM tion to be followed in the He called for stopping mal- In Memoriam, etc. at nominal ch&m
to them bufld as a disci- National Scout Bhaban in Terming scouting as the on Secondary School Certificate practices and copying at the
force inspired with the Dhaka, the functfon was guiding force in butiding a dis- The Saudi Ambassador in '35':} and lil{.';f:hﬂ Secondary R L centves 'hm‘ﬁ,’:‘ For booking details, plcase contact :
ideals of patriotism, reports  presided over by the President  ciplined nation, he said Il the | Bangladesh Abdul Lauf al Certificate ( ) examinations :tu: vigl supc Adve ment "
BSS. of Bangladesh Scout M scouts could be with | Maimance made a farewell call | ™Xt year. i e (B B rtise Mllll'e
He said the aim of Mahbubuzzaman. Chicf National the ideals of patriotism and | on Prime Minister DBegum He sought cooperation of “'; n ’Il ::f or !Ehu- Phone : 2460234, 863035
was to bulld the children Commissioner of Scouts M  service 1o the country then we | Khaleda Zia at her residence in | '€ Deputy Commissioners for  cation Principal Eunus Khan
the youths as good citizens im- Manzurul Karim gave the ad:  will be able to bufld a Dhaka Saturday night, reports conducting the examinations _Was also present.
bibed with the spirit of service dress of welcome. ::dprumr-thnl'or 3ssS, . [
to the country. President Biswas urged the ture generation. He was accompanted his .
The President who i also youths to join scouting and Lauding the role of | yife o Qbﬂld“l Hoq,
the Chief Scout of the country said #t was an effective move- Bangladesh Scouts In carrying Maimanee, who served in N l Ib h
was spraking as ﬁlﬂﬁf:ﬂl ment 1o save the children and out humanitarian scrvices in Bangladesh for over seven cciima ranmm
post-cyclone and flood rehabil- Diplomatic Corps. get asiru n
itation activities, he said this The Prime Minister appre- Medal
Was & unique "‘"""-:f"" cliated the excellent work
scrvice to the distressed hu- | gone by him for promoting bi- The names of the recipients

"ﬁflltf‘,

im Canada/USA

% Computer Science/Technology
* Accounting/M anagement

#* Economics/Marketing

* Business Administration

Please apply in confidence with full
Bio-data (with Telephone No, if any) along
with relevant certificates and a copy of recent

photograph on or before 14th January, 1992 to

development programme of
ﬂu:.ltlﬂmtﬂlhuhtﬂ-
panded to at lcast one village
in each Upazila.

The President said the
scouts should be inspired to

others for free plantation
which would help maintain

lateral relations between
Bangladesh and the Saudi

of the 'Nasiruddin Gold Medal’
for the year 1991 were an-

lm nounced in Dhaka Saturday,
Begum Zia conveyed her | reports BSS.
wishes for good health,

Obaidul Hoq would recetve
the Medal for his special con-

tributions in the ficlds of cul-
ture and journalism and

Neclima brahim for her works
in Mierature and socidl ser-

vices, a press roicase said.

GPO Box No. 3063, Dhaka-1000. ecological balance.
et —e—— By Staff Correspondent
(o v Met office forecast Saturday that moderate cold wave
@ el ot b st el 4+

prevail during the next 36 hours

- . , -y 7 5.00 . announce- commencing 6pm Saturday.
st Death \'1!1I"tIH‘]f" .:u Quran, Pro- mwuummmﬂrﬂmhnhyz-a
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5: 10 m fog is likely at placcs over Rajshahl, Dhaka and q‘m '
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- sorrow 5:30 Chharae Chharae subsequent two days, Met office also forecast.
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