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Inside Today
_ Article

How Yeltsin Upstaged
Gorbachev to Form his
Commonwealth
The end of the Soviet
Un-ion came before De
cember 31. Creation
of a Commonwealth
of Independent States
has finally killed the
state born out of the
Great October Revolu-
tion. Boris Yeltsin
is in charge.
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International

Shanf hopeful of
solving Kashmir
crisis by "92
Page 5

Business

MCCI says economy

| to slide further if time

for loan repayment
not extended
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Feature

Development

The political econo-
my of flood control
programmes in

. Bangladesh
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Metropolitan
| Dhaka Day by Day

There is no denying
that a large nu of
women smoke. But why
80 fuss in not accepting
it? Even in cosmopo- -
litan Dhaka?
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NEWS BRIEFS
Mongla dockmen
on strike

Dec 28 : Aboul
workcers of Mongla
an indelinite
pay-
,.u-
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Ukraine, two other republics
refuse to join military bloc

MOSCOW, Dec 28 : Ukraine,
Azerbaijan and Moldova have
refused Lo take parl in a
‘military block’ " of fermer
Soviet republics, creating a
major rift among members of
the new Commonwcalth of
Independent Stales ahcad of
their summit on Monday in

Minsk, reports AFP.

The three republics want to
set up their own armed forces
and have rejecled a compro-
mise —
days of talks between senior
military officials here — which
called for “joint” rather than
"unified” commonwealth
armed ‘forces. In addition,
Ukraine, which wants tp be-
come a nuclear-free state, has
objected to Russian President

Boris Yeltsin having sole con-

proposed during two

trol of the former Sgyviet |

Union's nuclcar arsenal.

Ukraine is one of four re-

publics, along with Russia,
Belarus and Kazakhstan, hold-
ing stralegic nuclecar arms on
its territory.
. At their meeting in Alma
Ata last weckend, where they
agreed to set up Lthe new
commonwealth, lcaders of the
11 participating rcpublics sct
up inter-republican presiden-
tial and inter- republican gov-
ernment councils, bul failed to
agree on a common dcfence
council.

Their summit Monday in
Minsk, the capital of Belarus,
aims notably to hammer out a
compromise on defence policy.

But a member of the
Ukrainian delegation attending

the military negotiations here
said Saturday that "Ukraine be-
lieves that it must not be part
of any military bloc and must
be nuclear [ree.”

"Ukraine can only Lake part
in defence council of stales on
matters concerning the de-
struction and non-use of nu-
clear arms,” Stepan Khmara
told AFP.

Khmiara, a member of the
Ukrainian parliament’'s de-
ferce committee, said that
Ukraine's commonwecalth
partners’ were "beginning to
understand that Ukraine does
not wani to take part in any
kind of empire.”

He added that the republic
wanted to have the same stalus
in the commonwecalth as
France in the North Atlantic
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when many other city streets need urgent repairing.
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- Authorities have decided to redecorate Abdul Ghani Road near Secretanat
— Star photo

'Act without fear, PM asks DC S

« Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia Saturday directed
the deputy commissioners 1o
implement various government

mes atmed al altaining

-II!H'- reliance at all lovels, re-

poris [ISS.

“The main objective of the
present democralic govern-
ment is to attain development
al all levels and increase pro-
duction in ficlds and factories,”
told them while inaugurat-
the two-day confcrence of

the Cabinet Division conler-
ence room in Dhaka in the

mworning. _

Describing the conference
as very important undcr the
present democratie scl-up, the
Prime Minister said the deputy
commissioners could play a
major role in implcmenting
the government plans.

She said “you must dis-
charge your responsibilitics
without and lavour, and |
assure you there will not be
any interference whatsoever.”

Four divisional commission-
ers and 64 depuly commis-
sioners, besides other senior
officials, are attending the

conlcrence, being held for the
first since the prescenlt gov
crnment took over.

Law and Justice Minisicr,
Mirza Golam llafiz, LORI) and
Cooperative Minisier Abdus

Salam Talukdar, Illome
Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, State Minister lor

Establishment M Nurul liuda
and State Mimdstcr for Relicef
Lutfur Rahman Khan, were
present.

The conference, convened
by the Cabinet Division, was
condueted by Cabinel

See Page 12 Col 4

Treaty Organisation, "which is
to say, being a member of the
political council but not of the

military organisation.”
CIS military Commandcr-in-

Chiel Yevgeny Shaposhnikov,
who visited Kicv on Thursday
to Lry to overcome oulstanding
obstacles, said on television
Friday that "we moved from a
concept of united armed
forces to onc of unified armed
forces. Even this alternative
did not suft everyone.”

Vassil Durdancts, the head
of the Ukrainian parliament's
defence committee, said
Shaposhnikov had “tried to
convince the Ukrainian
President of the need to
maintain unificd armed forces,
which would include national

See Page 12 Col 7

Attack on
Tanbazar
brothel leaves
15 injured

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 28
At lcast 15 prostilules were
injured as outsiders attacked
al Tanbazar brothel here
Saturday evening.

MPolice immediatcly rushed
to the spot, arrcsted 10 per-
sons and brought thc situation
under control, police said.

Narayanganj police brought
the arrested persons (o police
station for intcrrogation.

Of the arrcsied persons,
Anwar llossain, 13, was caught
by the prostitutes and handed
over Lo police when he report-
edly atltacked a prostitute in
her room, brothel inmates al-
leged.,

Rita Khanom, a lcader of
prostitutes ol the brothel, al-

Jcgegrdhat g @oup - of workers. -

‘of

ti-l1slamic Activities
Resistance Committee here,
numbering about 20, attacked
her brothe]l inmaites with lethal
weapons at about 7.30 pm.

But some members of the
commitice, when coglacted,
denied the allegation.

Jahangir Alam, secretary
gceneral of the committee,
claimed Lhat prostitutes and
some other people allacked
hits office near the brothel.

Police said that were
nol informed ol the attack on
Alam's oflice. Bul when they
raided the brothel during the
incident some of Lthe attackers

See Page 12 Col 2

Don't bypass
parliament,
Azad tells govt

SYLHET, Dec 28 : Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad today decisions on
impertant national ({ssucs
should be unanimously taken
in the llouse and warned of
bad consequences ol bypassing
parifament in this regard, re-
ports UND.

Speaking at a party work-
crs’ meeting here, he asked
the rmment o shun tLhe
trend of taking unilateral deci-
sions outside parllament, In
order 1o susiain democratic
process in Lhe country.

Samad Azad, acting Pre-
sident of Awam League, cited
the abelition of the upazila
system bypassing parllament.

He saild his party wanis a
democratic and stable political
sysiem in the country.

“We don't believe in fre-
quent changes ol government,
but all must share the respon-
sibility for sustecnance of a gov-
ernment.”

tivists and called upon the
governmeni lo stop I

‘Experts

Gold prices in Bangladesh
should be linked with interna-
price and should reflect
its ‘shadow’ market price lo
curb smuggling. a
Bangladesh Institute
nt Studics (BIDS)
report, says.

BIDS study on ilicgal
trade in Bangladcsh points out
thut one of the ways 10 achicve
the above twin objectives is 1o

import together
of impori
il the gap
official and
uneflficial prie of

enchange.

i

i

S Y Bakht

Even a casual observation,
the dralt adds, shows
that the domestic price of gold
has practically no relationship
with the international price. As
the local price iIs always
higher, it arts as an inreniive
to smuggiec in gold into the
country.

The price of Guinea gold in
London, Dhaka and Calculla as
collected by the Hangladcesh
Bank showoed that In January
‘88 when the price of gold per
10 gram was Taka 4848.856 In
London, the prices in Dhaka
and Calcutia stood at Taka
6172.80 and Taka 8905.60 re-

speciively. Similarly, in July

‘90, when the gold price was |

Taka 4262.42 in London, N
sold at Taka 5144 in Dhaka
and Taka 6753.60 in Calulia,

The price dillerentials In
these contres, the BIDS
notes, indicale the presenee of
considerable incenlive
smuggic gold from London to
Dheka 1o Cadeulta

it s diMcull to estimate the
stock of gold in the couniry,
the drall report poinis outl, as
import of the Wem remained
banned sinee 1972 and the
guantity of gold in privale pos-
scssion is under-reporied

like gold import liberalised
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| Plan to set up trade links with all 11

Dhaka

recognizes

Russia, 10 states

Bangladesh Saturday recog-
nized Russia and ten other
members of the new
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States, reports 3SS.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment also welcomed Lhe for-
mation of the Commonwealth
of Independent States.

Commenting on the subject
a Forcign Office spokesman
saild that the government
looked forward to mutually
benclicial relationships be-
tween Bangladesh and each of
the 11 newly independent re-
publics.

The decision has been con-
veyed scparately to the gov-
ernments of cach of the repub-
lic through their represcenta-
tions in Moscow, the spokcs-
man said.

The republics are Azer-

baifjan, Byelorussia, Armenia,
Kazakhstan, Kirghizia,. Mol-

davia, Russian jon, Tur-
kmenia, ‘Uzbekistan, Ukraine
and Tadzhikistan.

UNB adds : The government
is planning to contacl soon the
breakaway republics of the
Soviet Union individually 1o re-
sume business with them, offi-
cial sources said Saturday.

Importers in the erstwhile
Soviet republics, who had
trade with Bangladesh, will be
traced oul and offered 0 re-
establish business, they said.

Against the backdrop of se-

‘vere cash crisis faced by the

newly independent rcepublies,
now u r a loose-knit com-
monwealth, bilateral business

Sece Page 12 Col 4
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Burmese youths coming in to avoid drafting

Bangladesh makes
fresh talks offer

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Saturday made a
fresh offer for flag meeting
with the Burmese military
commanders stalioned across
the border of Cox's Bazar dis-
tricl to deluse the mounling
tension through discussion.

On the sanwe day in Dhaka,
the Forcign Ministry sum-
monced the Myanmar (Burmaj
ambassador U Soe Myint for
the third time to register
strong protest and concern
over the continued DBurpese
apathy in solving the crisis
pt - ~chually.

Sources said the Myanmar
envoy met the Foreign
Secrelary at the Foreign
Minisfry Satupday-. '
where BDangladesh's reaeti
over the mounting lension
along the Burmese border was
conveyed.

An official at the Burmcse
embassy also said that the am-
bassador had gone to the
Forcign Ministry and called on
the Foreign Secrelary.

However, dctails of the
talks were not available.

Our Chittagong Corres-
pondent reports : BDR oflicials
Saturday offered a fresh date
for a [(lag mecting on
December 30 with the
[lurmese commanders, accord-
ing lo a source.

The oflicial source, who

preferred anonymity said the
proposal, third since
December 21, was conveyed
Saturday morning afier
Burmese side had earlicr re-
ported that the commander
was physically indisposcd.

Bangladesh proposed for a
flag mecting on December 22,
the day afler a cross border
swoop by DBurmese border
guards on a BDR oul post left
two people killed and another
22 injured.

In response, the Burmcsc
side had said Lhalt it was not
possible to hold the meeting
hurricdly.

Bangladesh put forward an-
Other; date-on
and requesied a meetling
within 11 am Friday. Dut the
meeting could not take place
as Burmese officlals expressoed
their inability to sil for Lalks.

In a letter o Ba h au-
thorities, the Burmese oflicials
rcported thatl their comman-
der was physically indisposed
and would ‘'be unable to Lake

part in the proposed flag
mecting. ,
The source said “we will

conlinue our clforts to sort out
the problem on the table and
hope that the Burmesc gov-
crnment will respond lo our
call.”
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Coldwave
claims
2 more

PADBNA, Dec 28 : Two peo-
ple died today .after [ailing to
sustain the bitter cold weather
that has been swecping
through the district during the
lasi few days, reports UNB.

The victims are Romesa
Khatun (60) of village Hasupur
at upazila Chatmoheor -and
Abdul Harck Molla (75) of
Ramkantapur village in Sadar

upazila, offlicial and hospital
sources said. ¢

The three other victims
who died Friday night are

Morium (8] of vil in
Iswardi Upazila, an u nis-
[ied women (50) and

Tomizuddin (40) a worker at
the Iswardi raflway station,
unofficial sources said.

The coldwave that hit the

| district as elsewhere in the

See Page 12 Col 3

Pakistan,
China to sign
nuclear power

plant deal

ISLAMABAD, Dec 28 : A

Pakistani delegation is cur-

rently holding ncgotiations in
Beijing 1o finalisc a deal to buy
a 300- megawall nuclear
power plant, officials here

said loday, reports AFP.

An agreement in principle
for the supply of the plani was
reached during the visit of
Chinese, Prime Minister Li
Peng to Pakistan in November
1989.

A Foreign Office spokesman
said the plant from China
would be subject 1o
International Atomic Energy

10 killed, four
“'missingas
boat capsizes

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 28 : Ten
bodies have been recovered
since Thursday night's beal
capsize in river Jamuna with
14 peoplec on board, police
sajd, reports UND.

All the 14 NEers were
feared drowned after the boat
was overturned midstream by a
cyclonic storm.

The victims, including
scven children and three
youths, were returiing to thetr
village at Juktighacha 4drem
Gudarbagchar afler harvesting
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chocolatey taste.

Packed with vitamins.

m Packed with energy.

Packed with taste.




