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Mukhles redeems himself to give

Bangladesh her 2nd SAF gold

Star file photo of SAF 200m breast-stroke gold winner thhlmr R.nhmm.

COLOMBO, Dec
27 : Mukhlesur
Rahman struck
the second gold
for Bangladesh.'

=P
of all other
competitors in the 200m
breaststroke in the swimming
competition of the ffth SAF
Games at the indoor stadium
swimming pool here today,
BSS.

The lone gold-medallist of
the country in the last SAF
Games in Islamabad, Mukhles
earned his first individual gold
in the Colombo Games in two
minutes 34.72 seconds to the
cheers from the large crowd
that gathered at the newly-
built modern swimming pool.

intikhab Sikkander of Sri
Lanka and Ghulam Muhammad
of Pakistan bagged the silver
and bronze medals respec-
tively, clocking two minules
34.93 seconds and two min-
utes 37.58 seconds.

Anotherr Bangladeshi
swimmer, Bazlur Rahman. fin-

ished fourth in two minules
43.55 seconds.
Bangladesh carned her first
Id in the Colombo SAF
ames when Kazi Shahana
Parveen scored 548 individual
poirits in the women's 3X20
wmamm;

aflter mmplellng the
- Mukhles burst into
tears jny-nd said, "Alm
Allah was always with us.
am

saild Mukhlesur
Rahman — a juninr officer in
the Bangladesh Navy

Mukhles had -un the gold
in the 100 metre breaststroke
in a record time of one minute
10.05 seconds in the last SAF

]

, on December 23,
Mukhles missed the gold by a
hair's breadth in a
with Sri Lanka's Intikhab
Sikkander in the 100-metre
breaststroke. Intikhab took the
#old while Mukhles had to re-

photo-finish

main satisfied with the silver.

Mukhles said, "I was opti-
mistic of winning the in
the 100m breaststroke., But
after failing to do it, | was de-
termined to win the 200m
gold and with the blessings of
Allah, | have done it today

"I hope | will improve my
timing in future”, said the sofl-
spoken Mukhles, who halils
from Kashipur, Narayanganj.
Representative ol Bangla-desh
Olympic Associalion and
former national footballer Ena-
yciur Rahman Khan congra-
tulated Mukhles on behall of
the Bangladesh oflicials, play-
ers and athletes.

In the men's 200m butter-
fly. Bangladesh's Abdus Salam
and Selim Mian finished fourth
and fifth in two minutes 19.02
and two minutes 20.52 sec-
onds.

Sri Lanka's star swimmer
Julian Bolling, his compatriot
Ghefari Dulapandan and Rajeev
Nagpal of India earned the
gnld silver -nd bronze respec-

Bolling took 2 mins 11.98
secs, Du n clocked 2
mins 14.80 sccs while India's
Rajecy Nagpal timed 2 mins
15.17 seconds.

Bolling won another gold
today in the men's 1500m
freestyle in 17 mins 12.06
secs, while the silver and
bronze medals went to India's

Nagpal and R S Rajith.

Nagpal took 17 mins 50.17
scconds and Rajith returned a
time at 17 mins 54.58 sec-
onds.

RELAY BRONZE
Bangladesh earned another

bronze when the women's
swimming quaricl — Reshama
Parvin Dipu, Mahmuda Sharil,
Monira Rahman Dalia and Sufia
Akhtar — finished third in the
women's 4X100m medley re-
lay.

They took five minutes
58.37 seconds for the bronze,

India got the gold in four
mins 50.85 seconds while Sri
Lanka look the silver clocking
four mins 51.22 seconds.

Leaders United on a goal spree

LONDON, Dec 27:
Manchester Uni-
ted opened up a
two-point lead in
the English .lca-

. guc with
a 6-3 romp at Oldham, but
they lost captain Bryan Robson
in the process for three
weeks, re AFP.

The former England skip-
per and inspiration in United's
midfield aggravated a calf
strain in his comeback game as
his side smashed six lcague
goals in a maitch for the first
time in 14 years.

With second-placed Leeds
held to a 3-3 draw by strug-

Southampton, the joy of
fted manager Alex Ferguson
was no surprise.

He said : "We always looked
the better side and some of

our football was excellent. We

to make it 2-2, | always felt we
would score again.”

United stormed 2-0 in front

Ewre [ull-back’ Denis
Irwin and Russian winger
Andrei Kanchelskis.

Oldham fought back in a
sparkling spell second half
spell. Striker Graeme
volieyed the first afler ‘48 min-
utes and midficlder Mike

Iﬂllltﬂequlllud four min-

United were soon back in
front, though. Former Oldham
favourite Irwin Grabbed his
second on 54 minutes and
Brian McClair notched a brace
in the 56th and 50th minutes.

Oldham's third came from
substitute Paul Bernard, but
super-kid Ryan ﬂigg: hit
United's sixth.

There were no nnmplamu
from Oldham manager Joe

{

_ United are a gr:lltwlid'-' and
really bombing at thc moment,
yet we still scored three goals

the meanest defence in

on 51 minutes, Gary
‘s 7T3rd minute effort
to have wrapped up
points for the Yorkshire

N

Saints strikers Alan Shearer
Dowie had other ideas.
equalised in the 89th

I

" BRYAN ROBSON ..

Leeds boss Howard
Wilkinson branded the per-
formance “the most disap-
pointing of my time here. Our
ability was lhllyl a problem for
Southampton

“But in tl'l: world of profes-
sional sport ability is nnt al-

. Tony Daley

injured
ways enough. I'm afraid there
pere about our
that had nothing to do with
- ability or talent.”

"We made too many un-
forced errors and we were not

asscrtive enough. We
content to drift along.”

Luton closed within a point
of Saints with a shock
home trfumph over champions
Arsenal, who were sunk by a
late Mick Harford goal.

‘It was our worst perfor-
mance of the scason,” stormed
Gunners chiel George Graham
after Harford's 10th goal this
scason up Arsenal's
at Hcmiﬁ:hcrﬁ'l Hf'bﬂl where {I'ty
have not won in

"We were I-Icltlng in self-
motivation and desire, and in
u.-u:hml of both ability and atti-
N .

Arsenal's Swedish winger
Anders came of suffer-
ing double vision after clashing
with Luton's Mark Pembridge
in the opening seconds.

But Luton deserved their
win, which manager David
Pleat believes will help his
young team escape relegation.

"Only time will tell, but we
arc good enough and showed
today that we have the spirit,”
he said.

Sheflield United manager
Dave Bassetl was similarly op-
timistic his side crum-
bling to a 3-0 defeat at home
to relegation rivals Coventry.

“It was just of those things.

wcCre

Coventry won't score three
goals in five altempts every
time they play,” he said.

"We've just got to keep on
going and not lose our heads.

Coventry chiel Terry
Butcher refused to get carried
away afler the 17 minute sec-
ond-hall blitz from Stewart
Robson, Sean Flynn and Peter
Billing.

Butcher said : "At the mo-
ment we're fighting for our
lives and you've gol to

or you get trodden on. Tu-daf

we had commitment and a will
to win and because of that we

got the right result.”

West Ham's problems
mounted with a 3-1 defeat at
Aston Villa. Dwight Yorke,
and: Kevin
Richardson led the way, with
Frank McAvennic replying.

Hammers manager Billy

Bonds admilled "We now
know we're in a relegation

battle. As winning is a habit, so
is losing, and we've had a mis-
erable time over the last two
_months, withnut a win in our
“last six

Notts Cuunty moved up with
a 2-0 home success against
Chelsea, Dean Yates and
Tommy Johnson got the goals.

Third-placed Sheffield
Wednesday cut Leeds' lead
over them to seven points with
a 1-0 win at Everton, who suc-
cumbed to a David Hirst strike.

Wednesday boss Trevor
Francis commented: “To win
away is always satisfying. To
have still been in the gamc 0-0

at half-time today, we Lto

consider ourselves ver}r rtu-

nate.” -
“That was down to two

th s, one of them Chris

s and the other one slack
ﬁnhhlng from Everton.”
Everton forward Tony

Cottee missed three golden
chances,

"It was
days," he
of
hal

ust one of those
mitted. "I had a lot

chances in the first
and | should have had a

Forest had a
successful away day, winning
2-1 at Tottenham despite hav-
ing Nigel Clough sent off for
the first time in his career for
a tackle from behind on Spurs
scorer Paul Stewart.

Clough, who scored Forest's
opener in the 11th minute,
can now expect a three-match

ban from January 9.
But Forest's tment
at Clough's red was cased

The Tottenham ma nagu:r
was at a loss to explain a sixth
home defeat in the lecague

while Spurs’' away form is so
good. -

"We're a counter-atiacking
side and have done very well
away, but | don't know what |
goes wrong alt home”, said
Shrecves.

Liverpool boss Graeme

Souness was delighted with his

team's display in_their. goalless
draw at Queen's Park Rangers,
but not with their finishing.

"I'm a bit disappointed be-
causc we're not taking three
points back with us”, said
Souness. "1 felt that we played
very well, especially
half. But that's football and they
:y Christmas is a time of giv-

g

Wimbledon manager Peter
Withe was equally angry with
his side's shooting after their
1-1 home draw with landlords
Crystal Palace. "We must start
sticking some -of our chances
away”, he fumed.

The Dons had to be satisfied
with Warren Barton cancelling
out Marco Gabbiadini's goal for
Palace.

Steve McMahon,
Manchester City's 900,000-
pound signing from Liverpool,
won on his Maine Road debut,
2-1 against Norwich, but could
be out of Saturday's game
against Arsenal because of a
slight hamstring strain.

McMahon said : "] can't say

how long I will be out because |

I've never had a hamstring in
10 years.”

Ilis pain was cased by 5
from Niall Quinn and [E:Ild
White,which overhauled Rob
Ncewman's early effort for
Norwich.

Paul Wilkinson settled the
Second Division's north-east
derby with the only goal for
Middlcbrough at News castle
to tighten things at the top.

Blackburn drew 0-0 at
Wolverhampton, while
Cambridge were denied by
Robbie Turner's 86th

three have 41 points.
Blackburn have a better goal
difference.

The first three in division
three were bracketed on 42
points. Leaders Brentford lost
2-1 at Hudersfield , West
Mm 1-0 at

Sport

in the first

for Plymouth, so all |

Lankans score a sprmt double

COLOMBO, Dec
27 : Sl Lanka's S
S A Dissanayake
became Lhe [as-
test man of South
Aisa when the
talented Lankan
boy powercd his way lo the
most coveled gold of the men's
10Dm in the athletic
competition of the Afth SAF
Games al the National Stadium
here today, Bss.

Dissanayake took 10.77
seconds to cross the distance.

The Lankan sprinier who
also won the men's 200m
sprint gold here, won the sil-
ver bronze medails in the
100 and 200m sprints in the
last Asiad in Befjing

Bangladesh's Shahanuddin
Chowdhury was involved.in a
photo-flinish with India's
Ananda Natarajan in 10.97
seconds. But the technical offi-
cials declared Natarajan as the
silver medallist and
Shahanuddin was awarded the
bronze.

The other Dangladesh
sprinter, Golam Ambia — the
country's main hope in the
event — finished fourth clock-
ing 10.98 seconds.

Dissanayake had
10.7 ]

Laken
scconds and Ambia
timed 10.76 seconds in the
100m heats yesterday.
Natarajan clocked 10.81 sec-
onds and Shahanuddin 10.56
seconds in the heats.

Amnolher Sri Lankan, school-
girl K V D Dhansha, became
the [astest woman of South

MEDALS TABLE

COLOMBO, Dec 27
Bangladesh are still in the
fourth position in the medals
tally with two gold, five silver
20 bronze medals at the
end ol the eighth day of the

fifth SAF Games here today,

reports 1ISS.
India are on top of the table
with 38 golds, 36 silvers and

24 bronzes followed by hosts .

Sri Lanka with 31 gold, 23 sil-
ver and 25 bronze medals.
Pakistan got 16 golds, 21 sil-
vers and 15 bronzes while
Nepal ba ged one gold, three
silvers and 17 bronzes.
The medals tLally (tabulate
under gold, silver, :
G S i3
India 38 36 24
Sri Lanka 31 23 25
Pakistan 16 21 15
Bangladesh 2 5 20
Ncpal 1 3 17
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Bangladeshi athletes draw a blank

the womwns 100m
mdlmﬂlllﬂm

The 16-yecar-old Dhansha
clocked her best timing of
11.72 in the heats

She broke the old record of
11.95 seconds set by India's
Ashwini Nachappa in the last

SSA DISSANAYAKE .
fastest man

SAF Cames in Islamabad in
| 989

Dhansha said it was her i
international achicvement
she was quite happy for it

| M Cooray, also from Sri
Lanka, won the sflver clocking
12.23 seconds while Indian
Rachita Panda bagged the
bronze with a time of 12.33
seconds.

Bangladesh's Firoza Khatun,
who was lourth in the last SAF

Games, lnished sixth in 12.68
secconds and Najma Haider
Rafcza scventh in 13.08 sec-
onds.

Indian athlete Ashwint
Nathappa, who was the [astest
woman of South Asia winning
the gold in the 100m sprint in
the Islamabad Games in 1989,
wuhclrcw hersell from the

Hmil -ﬂ::runn hrﬂlt-ﬂ:ll
SAF Games and joined the
Indian film instead
Nhansha said she started
her athlctics carcer about two
years ago when her coach
Sunil picked her up for the
sctszltanslll e

— =

SHINY WILSON ..

. bronze

track and ficld in early 1900
Sunil was the [astest man of
Sri Lanka for 20 years.
Dissanayake Broke Sunil's
record in this year she said.

More records

Twe more records were set
loday ir the women's high
Jump and the 3,000 metres.

Sri Lankan girl M A Sniyant
Kulawansa created a ncw SAF
record in the women's high

jump with a leap of 1.75 me-
tres.

The previous record was
1.68 metres, set in the
“aleulta SAF Games by India’s
Angela Lincy, who got the sil-
ver loday with a leap of 1.71
melres, also a new record,

Another Indllntﬂ'l. Savila
Ponnappa, gol bronze
cleaning 1.67 ml.{ltl

Bubka answers his critics

MOSCOW, Dec 27:
Ukrainian pole
vault hero Se
Bubka has Tﬂ
back at criticism
of his move o
Derlin, reports AFP.

Bubka, who is spending
Christmas in his native
Donctsk, has come under at-
tack since signing a one year
contract with Berlin athletics
club OSC worth an estimated
200,000 marks (135,000 dol-
lars).

The world record holder

Suhrawardy Cup
finals begin
today

Sports Reporter

The final round of the
eighth national youth under-19
football championship for the
Suhrawardy Cup begins this
allernoon at Naogaon Stadium.

Khulna DSA will take on
Nilphamari DSA in the opening
maich.

Ten teams — eight zonal
champions, namely, Chilta-
gong, Khulna, Pabna, Comilla,
Tangalil, Jhenidah, Nilphamari
and Nctrakona DSJ'LI hosts
Naogaon and Feni, the winners
of the scventh Suhrawardy Cup
— are conlesting in the [inals
for the trophy. ,

Tumnmw. Sunday, Netra-
kona will meet Comilla.

and world champion told
Moscow daily Sport Express :
‘l can tell you | have had
enough of these mean-minded
comments, and | can assure
you that it is not the German
sausages which attract me.”
"What | want in Berlin is an

SERGEY BUBKA

overseas base Irom which it
will be casier to settle a num-
ber issues concerning me and
my f[amily.” '

Bubka said it would also be
easier for him to organise the
IAAF -recognised Stars of the
Pole Vault competition, to be
held in Donetsk next March,
from his base in Berlin.

“The search for hard cur-
rency sponsors is my major
problem, for it is unfnrtunal:!y
the case that our ruble isn't
worth anything anymore and to
invite foreign athletes we need
hard currency.” :

lnn-'mmm BuhM
the fith SAF Games in Cda-lpnnl}::

. depend upon my

Buhlu also defended him-

nulc of

"M mnlcrhl bﬂmnoe
is cqull to the work and talent
which | invest in my favourfte
sport no more and no less.”

As for critics who point to
his tendency to set new
records by just a single cen-
timetre (14 of his 28 world

records], Bubka countered that
"No sportsman, however
pragmatic he t be, would
put off till the followi
beating a record whic
could beat that minute.”

He added : "Improvemenis
opponents.
When | am h-,rd pressed, |
have to beat mrﬁ by several
centimeters.

"When | wanted. to break
the 6m barrier, | didn't hesi-
tate to make vaults that were
five to 10 centimctres better.”

Karatekas do well
in Asia Cup

Sports Reporter

~ A Bangladesh karate team
comprising eleven members
of the Royal Bengal Tiger
Karate-Kungfu Club finished
runners-up in the third  Asia
Cup karate championships that
recently concluded at the
Vilaspur .Railway Stadium in
Madhya Prudgh. India.

Hosts India became the
champions in the meet that

e g

%

on way hnwinni lhnmlmwurﬂy
Bnhﬁmd!nﬁnli.ﬂm,-ﬁuumﬂ

commenced on December 18.

<l

— AFP photo

india's Ma

16.12 metres, Manjit
Singh threw 15.54 metres and
'mesham-ul liag 15.44 metres.
in the men's 400m,
Giasuddin and Mchdi Hasan of
Bangladesh got the fifth and
seventh positions with times of
48.13 and 48.45 scconds.

Mohammad Sadaqat of
Pakistan got the 400m gold
clocking 47.862 seconds.
India’s Malviya ook the sfiver
in 47.74 seconds while Dinesh
Perera of Sri Lanka carned the
bronze with a time of 47.88
scconds.

Sri Lanka's Jayamini
Illeperuma and K Saramma of
India collected the gold and
silver.

In the women's 400-metres
lhcy took 53.70 seconds and
54.12 scconds respectively.

The favourite, Indian super-
star Shiny Wilson, managed
the bronze, clocking 56.68
scconds.

Sumita Goswami of
landesh finished fifth in t
event with a time of one
minute 00.39 seconds.

Bangladesh has so far col-
lected two silvers and one
bronze in the athictics compe-
titions.

3rd among three

[]-h;., ﬂﬂhﬂh-'
door stactum here today, re-
ports ISS.

The women fin-
ished 1 and last In the
three-team tion.

to hosts Sri Lanka.
India and Sri Lanka will play

Shooting bronze

for our men

COLOMBO, Dee 27:

Bangladesh got a bromze in the
team event of the 3x40 free-ri-

fle (men) shooti
of the fiith SAF Games at the

prising Nasiruddin,
et SHES p

3 to win the
bronze.

India and Sri Lanka col-
lected the gold and sflver scor-
ing 3349 and 3286 points re-
spectively.

In the individual event,
India snatched all the three
medals.

India’s Pal mcd
1124 points HIP.
Bhagirath Samai with llll

and Raj Kumar with 1107.
Bangladesh's Nasiruddin
scored 1101, G M Haider

1086, and Shafique Zaman
1066 points.

Tennis hopes

vanish

COLOMBO, Dec 27:
Bangladesh’'s Shovon Jamaly
and Faisal Habib Rahman were
eliminated from the men's
singles in the tennis competi-
tion of the fifth SAF Games at
the National Tennis Complex
here today, reports BSS.

Shovon Jamaly lest to
Pakistan's Davis Cup player
Mushal Zia 0-6, 2-8 in Iht

quarter-finals lndnr

Mushal Ph{-n
semifinals agai ill 1
Wi cukcr- -rhu defeated '

1.

Faisal was beaten by Asif
Ismail of India 2-6, 3-6 in an-
other quarter-final tie.

Ismail will take on Umesh
Wallooppillai of Sri Lanka in
the semiflinal tomorrow.
Umesh beat Muhammad
Khaliq of Pakistan 6-3, 6-2.

in the women's singles 8
Siddique Shumi and Daizy Aziz
of Bangladesh also bowed out
of the competition. Shumi lost
to Sri Lanka's L 0-
6, 0-8/while Daizy lost fo Farah
Kurshid of Pakistan 0-6, 0-6.

The winners moved ‘into
tlr;m‘l singles semifi-

The other two semifinalists
were India’s Nirupuma and N

I Innﬂl.anhﬂ-l.i—ﬂnnlll— .

Joshi.

Ansars sports

A three-day annual sports
and cultural competition of the
Chitlagong District Ansars and
VDP began at the Ansars

training complex at Fay's lake

yesterday

Deputy Director of Ansars
and VDP Major (rid) Hamidul
Haq, Bir Bikram formally inau-
gurated the competition.

Ninely competitors are

participating in 30 events,



