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wantonly carcless that nature
can no longer put up with it
Now humanity is lulzrlni be-
cause of this. Today, nature's
sword ol punishment has made
human beings rcalize the la-
lenl menace of a fatal attack.

In developed industrial

countries environmental prob- -

lems have become something
ol stale concern while in de-
veloping countries they do not
reccive as much attention,
although the problems are
equally shocking. The Ganges,
the sacred river of the Indian
people, has changed from a
clean beautiful river, which
fostered generations of Indian
and Bangladesh people and
where aquatic life multiplied,
into a murky, stinking onec.
The waler can neither be used
for irrigation nor is it drink-
able. The main rivers of other

Filipinos Paying Gruesome
Price for Deforestation

countries are likewise pol-
luted. Statistics show that ev-
cry year 150 milon tons of
sulfuric dioxide drift in the
almosphere [rom the dis-
charge of the world's industrial
wasie residue, gas and waler,
Besides, 420,000 million tons
of polluted waler are dis-
charged annually. This 1s a

time bomb which can explode
:z‘umr: with disastrous rc-

To deal with this increasing
problem “wise men” have sug-
gesied plans like the “zero in-
crease measure”, which would
prohibit the speed of increasc
in industrial production so that
the reproduction rale of men
and machine remains at a2cro.

Others sl "a control
over man's pgﬂcnl sizc” in
order o decreasce cconomic
expenditure and pollution. Still
others try to dissuadc develop-
ing countries from overall in-
dustrial development and eco-
nomic increase. Some pos-
simists claim that in the next
hundred years world economic

and environmental pol-

ton will reach their limit, a
crisis with which the most ad-
vanced science and technology
will not be able o cope.
Mankind will be on the brink
ol extinction.

Is the future so blcak? Is
mankind so hopcless? Regar-
ding an environmental crisis,
can mankind only complain
and wait passivcly for th
without doing anylhing,
without sceking progress and
development?

Pessimism ncver helps, |
believe, and the idca of a
stalemate {is undesirable.
Sociely must develop. Mankind
must progress. Although pollu-
tion didn't occur in Peach
Blossom Spring, the idcal
world of Tao Yuanming, yct a
life of ancient natural cconomy
is nol satislaclory. Environ-
mental problems are by-
products of the development
of socicty. But they ecan bc
avoided in future development.
Aclive measures can be

Scenes of bodies bulldozed into mass graves brought
home the message that deforestation kills. by Paul
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the ongoing
eruption of Mt Pinatubo since

The latest disaster stunned
the nation, especially since the
typhoon was not strong by lo-
cal standards — it had a wind
speed of just 65 kilometres

hour in a country used to
storms more than 200-
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kph

Buf six inches of rains in
just a few hours over defor-
ested mountains brought down
floods into Ormoc. the

* worst hit city (pop 160.000),
kms southeast of Manila.

ies bulldozed into mass graves
brought home the message
that deforestation kills. Iiegal
logging is now the hottest
topic. next perhaps only to the
1992 presidential elections.
Congress is investiga illegal
logging and charges uh:vse been
made against politicians and
military officlals for coddling
fl loggers.

t was worse than the ty-
phoon in 1984 which claimed
1.028 lives — then the local
record for typhoon fatalities.
And it surpassed the tsunami
(earthquake-induced tidal
wave) which swamped south-
ern Philippines in the 1970s
and claimed about 8,000 lives.

Not counting the latest dis-
aster, more than 6,000
Filipinos were killed in ty-
phoons in the last two years
alone. That seems to indicate
an increasingly higher fatality
rate since in the last 20 years
about 3,000 people were killed
in tropical storms. The
Philippines averages 20 ty-
phoons a year.

One reason for the increas-
ing number of fatalities, and
made glaring by the latest dis-
aster, is deforestation. The
Philippines is an : of
more than 7,000 thrust
from volcanic ocean floors.
Most of the islands are moun-
tainous and communities
are within site of mountains.

Mountain with sufficient
forest cover acts as water
catchment areas. But bald, de-
forested mountains lose their
"sponge” role in rain
water which rum on
eroded slopes. Flash floods
downhll result.

Two years ago., eastern
Philippines — particularly
Leyte and hl':r:ym -
was already flash floods
traced to deforestation. It
Eﬂmptﬂl the Department of

nvironment and Natural
Resources to impose a morato-
rfum on in the area.
Four timber licences were
suspended while only one log-
ging company remains in Leyte
province.

that forest denudation was the
main cause of the recent
tragedy in Leyte province. But
he strongly insisted that the
mountain catchment that emp-
ties into the river at the heart
of Ormoc city had not been il-
legally logged. There was no
forest to log in the first place.
he said. '

He said the 45,000-hectare
catchment area overlooking
Ormot city is almost bald. only
10 per cent of its is covered by
forest — the geothermal reser-
vation of the Philippine
National Oil Company. Since
1962, the rest of the water
catchment area was converted
into private farmlands.

In the 1930s, the
Phillppines was covered by
nearly 17 milion hectares of
forest. Today, only about 7 mil-
lion hectares remain, of which
about 800,000 are primary vir-
gin forests. Only 10 provinces
have forest cover above 40 per
cent. Six provinces have been

totally stripped of forests.
The government has curded

logging permits nationwide,
from 137 concessions in 1987
to 60 authorised logging firms
today. These firms cut about
2.1 million hectares of forest a

r. of half of what it used to

. 5.4 million hectares a year
in 1987.

Logging and wood process-
ing contribute more than
US8700 million to the Gross
National Product each year.
Many of the forests were cut in
the 1960s when logging com-

ies exported some 9 mil-

n cubic metres of tropical
hardwood to Japan alone.

Six out of 10 of the world's

poor are being pushed by
modern Itural practices
and high ulation growth
into lands that are
more vulnerable to disasters.
Deforestation 8 a great
hazard in land already

adopied 0 avold the harm and
turn them inie somcthing
bene fictal.

Today. all countries in the

Germany. Twenly yecars age,
looking down from a plane,
one could mol sce citles but

of the Rhine, was inky black.
Distressed by this, starting
from the sixtics, West
Germany decided 10 have a
blue sky over the Ruhr again.

The cflorts of the past years

have brought good results. The
water in Ruhr flows clear
and clean between

n
grassy banks. Il a ‘zvy
industrial area like the Ruhr

can its environment,
m'lm climinate or
slow down pollution?

With thesec Ihnughhl:. lt
despondency in my heart
quickly dispcrsed. When man
recognizes Lhe gravity ol an
environmental crisis, must
lake aclive measures to Iim-
prove it. The aim of protecting
and transforming the envi-
ronment, of developing - and
beaulifying it, can be realized
provided plans for future de-
velopment arc made according
o the principles of ecological
economy and Lake into account
environmental problems. Thus
pollution can be controlled,
the environmenl can develop
sicadily while the economy
also develops well.

For instance, o solve the
fresh walter crisis, people have
begun to clean dirty waler and
industrial wastc waler. A friend
rescarching on this problem
told me that experts in the US
Environmental Prolection
Agency have mapped out plans
W extract methancs for fuel
and asphalt from waste water,

This ts killing two birds with
one sitone. Rivers which have
become polluted will flow
again with clecan transparent
water bringing limitless bless-
ings tlo mankind. Polluted wa-
ler will be a thing of the past.
Other environmental prob-
lems like an unbalanced ecol-
ogy can be likewise eliminated.
Natural environment like the
circles of biosphere, atmo-
sphere and hydrosphere will
renew themselves incessantly
and bencfit humanitly once we
pay altcntion o environmental
protection and develop
science and technology.

Looking out at the horizon
as | leancd against a window, |
was lost in meditation. Peach
Blossom Spring, a natural

] country cut off from the world,

no longer exists. But highly
cultivated [PPcach Blossom
Springs can spring up every-
where. No maltler how altrac-
tive the one described by Tao
Yuanming was, it was never-
theless primitive and lacked
malerial resources. The new
each Blossom Spring, the one
we long for will be a place of
fine ficlds, beaultiful pools and
mulberry trees as loved by the

pastoral poet, The civilization
it will attain is something none
of us have experienced. There
we will find fresh air, sweet
clean water and nightingales
flitting amid flowers and trees.
There will ba a centre to uti-
lize resources and encrgy from
the sun and universe to saltisfy
man’'s malterial needs, and a
spiritual one to store all the
best spiritual wealth created by
mankind.

Man can gain new
knowledge, obtain aesthetic
satisfaction and spiritual
training there. If Tao Yuanming
could live again in such a
place, he would certainly be
deeply involved in it.

When damage is done to
beneficial nature, calamity be-
falls us. This also encourages
man to find oul nature's se-
crets in order to transform
and improve it. | agree with
the old Chinese saying, "In a
blessing, a disaster is con-

cealed,

In a disaster, a blessing
Hes hidden.” Doesn't this de-
scribe Lhe relationship be-
tween the environment and

development too?
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strengthen the resolve of ecol-
pollution of water re-
serves, repealed ofl spills, an
increase in the greenhouse ef-
feet, ele.. So the “green busi-
ness”, which aims (o mak: de-

:

320 billon francs in 1990.

This trend is expectied to con-

tinue at a wreath of 6 or ™ a

year. It is an eldomdo for those

involved in a new production
policy.

in 1990, the French car
manufacturers, Remault and
Peugeot, launched an ambi-
tious programme to build a

“clean car”. All solutions will be

considered “from the good old
two stroke l.‘frint. o the gas
turbine, and from the clectric
engine o the hydrogen engine
and o petrol substituics. This

Grave consequénces will ensue in France if factory chimneys are permitted to function in

o1l
falling in line with the de-
n-rznfmnhg.hy -
ing unleaded petrol. will
profit it as the government
grants a considerable tax

reduction. 5% of the 2,686,000

ecs in the chemicals
mhﬂm“nrhn.nnﬂn
of the environment.

One of the big firms in this
area, Rhone-Pulnec, has 1,200
of its executives working on
this malter. In 1988, the firm
obtained the first incineration
permit for industrial waste for
the state of Louisiana ia the
United States. [ts rescarchers
have also devised a process for

recycling sulphuric acid which

the Amcricans are interested
n.
In the fight against chlo-
rofluoro carbons ([CFCs) which
arc damaging the ozone laycr,
French seientists are also
g:inirlg points, thanks to bril-

nt researchers who are pro-
ducing harmicss gases having
the same propertics as CFCs.
The management of "L." Oreal”,
the largest cosnwtics firm in

awarded the European -~
Ecoproduct” prize for his re-
frigerator, the “Zeoroll” which
words without CFCs. On the -

green market”, “Alr Liquide”

stands oul of rits processing of

paper pulp using oxygen in-
siead of chiorine. Foreign pa-
permills are adopting this
method

“—iﬂnhm-ﬂhlﬂ

the plastic bottlk: spilling out of

dustbins? Manufacturers in the
cast have launched the
“Pelican” operation which mo-
bilizes schoolchildren to col-
lect them. A crusher reduces
them to powder which indus-
trialists turn into car ris,
vinc-stakes and beat-hulls.
Progress is also being made in
conlainers where metal s
making a comeback. It Is re-
vslacing plastic and offcrs bet-
icr protection. it can easily be

picked out of waste deposits
using a magnetic sorter.

The chainstore "Monoprix”
was the first to offer its cus-
tomcrs products bearing a ©
green label”,

These include

the manner that they are proceeding. (Photo : Jerrican/Dandier)

Glimmer of Hope For
The Yanomami

he Yanomami Indian

communily of Brazil are

now close to winning
victory in their fight to protect
their territory [from encro-
achments by miners, loggers
and merchants. Their lands in
northern DBrazil look more
likely than ever before to be
protected by the government.

An announcement made on
November 15 by President
Fernando de Mcllo of Brazil for
demarcation of 9.4 million
hectares of Yanomami territory
has created a new glimmer of
hope for saving the community
from extinction. International
groups. campaigning for pro-
tection and security of the
Yanomami for the last two
decades are now lobbying for
an early allocation of funds for
physical demarcation of the
territory and other steps to
save the Amzonian rainforest
that provide shelter to the
Yanomami.

The Yanomami communily
of 9,000 represents of fraction
of the 250,000 Indians who
still remain in Brazil. Records
show Indians comprised a
population of five million in
1500 living in the areas of
modern Brazil. Encroachment
has forced the decline of their
population to a mere five per
cent of that total in the last
five centuries.

Occupying an area of
36,367 square miles near the
Venezuelan border, the
Yanomami{ are still in mortal
danger. Shooling, invasion,
discase, poisoned rivers, casual
racism and greedy business in-
terests threaten the commu-
nity which has lived on this
land for thousands of years.

Successive Brazilian consti-
tutions — the most recent was
ﬁrcpan:d, in October, 1988 —

ave acknowledged the
Indians' right to their land. But
the reality is that Yanomami
territory has been continuously

trespassed on.

The former Brazilian
President Sarncy made some
gestures towards removing
45.000 gold miners from
Yanomami land. But in practice
little was done. The federal
police was ordered to evict the
miners in Januatry, 1990 but
the operation was called off
after 24 hours in the interests
of miners among others. Thus
in the past the government
broke promises of Brazil's own
constitution, which recognizes
the Yanomami land rights as
well as defyed a court ruling of

by Mostafa Kamal Majumder

Octobe -, .989.

Meanwhile, the Yanomamf
conlinuec to die of diseases,
brought in by miners, such as
malaria, tuberculosis, flu and
respiralory infections to which
they have no immunity.

The mercury effluents from
the mining have poisoned the
rivers, killing the fish and de-
stroying the Indians' walter
supply. The Yanomami are be-
ing physically attacked Miners
have even shot children out of
the trees, shouling ‘'monkey’.

Numbers of wildlife, which
is central to the Yanomami
dict,have decline dramatically.
The animals are hunted and
scared oll by the noise of min-
ing. And by now the Yanomami
have become completely dis-
oriented. No longer able to
produce their own food, they
are reduced to begging.

Juca rilho, the Governor
the the stale of Roraima
(where the Yanomami live)
made a 1988 proposal to split
Yanomami territory into 19
pockets. He threw all re-
sources of the state behind the
miners and against the
Yanomami. In Roraima the gold
miners have much more influ-
ence than the Indians. They
have voting power, the Indians
do not. Juca claims that
400,000 pcople depend di-
rectly on indirectly on
prospecling.

The [irsi rcal assault on this
free people tool place in the
carly 1970s when Brazil's then
military government launched
a plan for roads through
Amazonia deliberately to open
up the forests to rich compa-
nies and landless migrants.
Until that time the Yanomam
populatlions were strong and
healthy and actually growing in
numbers.

A road — Perimetral Norte
— carved through Yanomami
lands was never carvedco
through Yanomami lands was
never completed, but the pre-
liminary works were enough to
introduce a series of discases
— flu, measles, veneral dis-
cases, malaria among them —
to the vil . The communi-
ties were decimated by epi-
demics with a 90 per cent loss
of lifc in some places. The sur-
vivors were reduced to a few
small groups of thin beggars.

The threatened Brazilian
arc scparated from the outside
world by thick rainforest and
streams difficult to navigate
and today they are reached

only by air. Forty years ago, at

the time of the first invasion of
miners and missionaries into
their lands, were onc of
the few isolated communitics
still to use stone tools.

Shifting cultivation accounts
for about 80 per cent of the
Yanomami food. More than halfl
the crop fields are also great
[avourites, as well as vegelables
such as corn and other sweet
tropical fruits such as peach
palm and papaya. In all about
60 crops are grown, of which
only 20 or so are for food. The
rest are for medicine and reli-
glous ritual, or for making the
various objects needed by the
Yanomami in their daily life.

Hunting gathering 'and
fishing account for about 20
per cent of the food, and pro-

A Kuwaiti oilfield worker at midday pma
oil well. Hundreds of oil wells were set

it is the most prestigious of all
skills. They hunt with large
bows and arrows, ofien taller
them themselves. Skill at
hunting is greatly envied and is
an esscntial part of wooing a
partner. Often the ‘head’ of a
village ts a man with the great-
est number of sisters and

of Anmzonia
carried out In 19708 sug-
gested that Yanomami lands
conlained radioactive matert-

ing discases. were com-
pletely uninfi about the
Indians, calling them

‘monkeys’. It was hardly sur-

ease.
the federal governments had
revented veluntary ps
rom going in with icines.
This restriction was lifled in
carly 1990. By 1989 in the
Paapiu region 90 per cent of
the Indians were suffering
from malaria.

The November 15 an-
nouncement regarding demar-
cation of the Yanomami terri-
tory came in the backdrop of a
strong campaign organised
Survival International a
other nongovernmental organ-
isations which, by the second
weck ol the month, were on
the verge of o g a mass
NGO boycott of the June 1992
UN Conference ‘on
Environment and Development
(UNCED) to be held in Rio,
Brazil.

The announcement, how-
ever, marks the initial success
of a two-decade-old campaign
it will take a good deal of ef- -
forts and time to properly ad-
dress the Yanomami problem.

near a burning
by retreating

Iraqi troops at the end of the Gulf confliet.



