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jit Singh expelled
from Janata Dal

NEW DELHI, Dw;:": The
once powerful Janata party
appeared on the verge of split-

ml:'ﬂdlylﬂcrll lled a
nger to former Prime

Minister V.P. Singh, the party
leader, rl:&oru AP.
It would be the second split
in 13 months for the party
that came to power in the
1989 election and brieflly
broke the hold of the Congress
Party. |
Congress, headed by P.V
Narasimha Rao, returned to of-
fice last June after ncw clec-
tions prompted by the collapse
of two Janata Dal mments.
On Thursday, the Janata Dal

expelled Ajit Singh, a power

- broker from Ulttar Pradesh

state who had been a Cabinet
minister in the 11-month gov-
ernment of V P Si . The two
men are nol related.

Ajit Singh was ousted for
encouraging his supporters to
lit the Janata Dal in the
ttar Pradesh state legislature
earlier this month for de-
fying the authority of the
party's leadership.
expulsion could be a
boon to Rao's minority gov-
ernment il Ajit Singh lcads a
brukawm faction into an al-
liance wi

the Congress Party.

Dangers lay ahead,

says Shevardnadze

WASHINGTON., Dec 27:
Former Soviet Forcign
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze
warned Thursday that dangers
lay ahead in the wake of the
collapse of the Soviet Union
and establishment of a
Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), re-
ports AFP,

Shevardnadze said in an in-
terview in Moscow with the
US -based Cable News
Network (CNN) that the CIS,
sct up on December 8 in the
Belarussian capital of Minsk,
Emntmtﬂ: us a peaceful

“The states making up the
CIS do not have the experi-
ence,” the former Foreign
Minister said although he
added that it had been
-inevitable that the previous
structure had disintcgrated
"because it had run its course.”
- Shevardnadze warned that
there could be what he called
“cataclysms” in some of the 11
new finde nt states mak-
ing up the CIS.

1 do not think we are going
to have a peaceful life, a calm
life. | wish | were wrong. It
may be painless in somc re-

publics, but there will be cata-
clysms in other republics,” he
said ciling the case of vio-
lence-wracked Georgia, where
Shevardnadze was born and
Yos¢ lo prominence.

The man, who was former
President Mikhail Gorbachev's
first and last Foreign Minister
and who guided Soviet foreign
policy through six years of
change which ended the cold

war, said he was also con- |

cerned aboul questions of citi-
zenship, borders and military
polential.

"Some of these (newly, in-
dependent) states have im-
mense military - potential and
this is still a problem to deal
with," Shevardnadze said.

Turning to Gorbachev, who
resigned as president
Wednesday, and Boris Yeltsin,
the Russian President who has
assumed much of his power,
Shevardnadze said the two
could not be compared be-.
causec they had "different per-
sonalities.” |

“Yeltsin is a political figure
of very large calibre. lic is a
VEry Ccourageous person, one
who can make decisions
quickly,” Shevardnadze said.

| BREEFRY

Serbs plan smaller Yugoslavia :
The Serb-dominated federal presidency announced plans
to create a new, smaller Yuposlavia that could

taken during a 6-month-old civil war with
Croatia, reports AP Friday

fromY

announcement came as fighting raged on in Croatia.

Croatian feporting Yugoslav air attacks on main Zagreb-
M% the recapture by Croat forces of six vil-
taken by the Serb-dominated Yugoslav

Kostic, acting head of the federal presidency that

run by Serbia,
possible
news
Kostic said in

would consist of

said
bo

and Bosnia-liercegovina.

a document was being prepared
rders and structure ol a new

agency rcported. |
an intervicw that the new federa-

the largest republic of Serbia, its ally
and autonomous Serbian enclaves within Croatia

T?_atarstan wants to join C'wealth :

of Tatarstan, a former autonomous republic in

' The
and five abstentions.

Soviet Unton, the parllament agreed.

which declared

independence,

voled 140 for the move, with one against

that
Lo

in 19681 and has built a string of
there that are home to about
18,000 Druse Arabs lve iIn

Russia :

mamm,-rw

, reports

e

AFP from Seoul.

public of Korea recognises the
of Russia, which has succe-ded the Soviet Union ”

éﬂ_ﬂylﬂm*ﬂihﬂltwlﬂ
the government was considering
11 other new republics in the

International .
Maximum security alert in Punjab

—
the Record

House-to-house search to

" AMRISTAR, Dec 27: Indian
army soldiers today hunted
Sikh militants who salughtered
at Jeast 51 train passengers in
the Punjab district of Ludhiana,
promopling a state-wide max-
imum security alert, reports
AFP.
Hundreds of soldiers were
en in a cordon-and-
scarch operation in and around
the village of Sohian where
four gunmen travelling on the
train staged the messacre
Thursday evening, police
sources said.

Hosue-to-hourse searches
were under way to lush out
the killers, suspected to be
still hiding in the area, as
Punjab stale authoritics

shounded a top security alert
in anticipation of an upsurge in
Sikh separatist violence.

The 5-LF passenger train
was on its way from Ludhiana
town, centre of the industrial

district of the same name, to
Ferozepur when the gunmen
brought it to a halt pulling
an emergency alarm chain. |
Police sources in this Sfkh
holy city said the killers,
armed with*AK-47 assault ri-
fles, then sprayed gunfire on
passengers, targeting Hindus,
who constitute a minority in
Sikh-dominated Punjab.
Newspaper reports today

said Hindu were scparated .

from Sikh passengers before
being riddled with bullets by
the gunmen, who fled in a ve-
hicle parked near the Sohian
Railwa: Crossing.

Police confirmed that most
of the 51 dead by official count
were [lindus who included one
women and three children.
Unoflficial reports put the
death toll at 60.

Ludhiana district, of which
Sohian is a part, has in recent
months emerge as onc of the
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principal slaging grounds for
Sikh lcpnrl:ﬁ:tg atltacks in

Thursday's massacre was
the worst since the army was
deployed in the northern
frontier state three months
ago to staunch Sikh militancy
and prepare the ground for
assembly elections the gov-
ernment wants to hold by
February 15. -

On June 15, Sikh militants
s two separate (rain at-
tacks in the same district,
killing 77 people by police
count and more than 100 ac-
cording to unoflicial accounts.

The attacks, coupled with
the selective killing of election
candidates, aborted state polls
that had first been et for June
22.

The latest massacrc, which
came a week after 13 people
were killed in a Ludhiana bomb
blast, was seen by police as a

- flush out Sikh extremists

Sikh militant bid to “show
their presence” in the face of

Troops have pul separatist
groups under greal pressure in
the district centred on
Amritsar, reputed to be the
headquarters of Sikh mili-
tancy, and the attack may have
been designed to divert the
army's attention, police
sources said.

Security forces have killed
score of militants in recent
weeks, prompting many un-
derground aclivists tnnlL to
places outside Punjab, the
lﬂ“ﬂﬂlldﬁﬂt

Sikh militants, divided into
scveral groups and sub-groups,
are fighting for an indepen-
dent theocratic homeland in
Punjab, a prosperous [arming
slate bordering Pakistan.

Some 4,660 people have
died in separatist violence this

year.
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ISLAMABAD : (L-R) Beena Qureshi, Rafat, Seema Khurram, Zubeda Hayat and an
unidentified friend stage a hunger strike Thursday in front of the parliament building to

are victim s sisters

a .riend.

at

Hunger strike in Islamabad
1 pmtesting assault on Farhana

ISLAMABAD, Dec 27 : About  The governifihit denics the

60 people protesting at the al-
leged gang-rape of a friend of
Pakistani opposition lcader
Benazir Bhutto s a day-
long fast on Thu outside
the presidential palace in
Islamabad, reports Reuter.

The group was led by Beena
Qureshi, a sister of Farhana
Hayat, who she was raped
late last month by five gunmen
on the orders of Irfanullah
Marwat, a powerful official in
Sind Province. He is also
President Ghulam Ishagq Khan's
son-in-law.

Fresh fighting in Tb

TOILISI, Georgila, Dec 27 :
The area around the parlia-
ment building here was en-
gulled in flames and dense
smoke hung over the city cen-
ter today as opposing militias
battled with artillery and heavy
machine guns along Tbilisi's
main avenue, reports AFP.

The lighting was the worst
since Tuesday and ended a
truce agreed to on Thursday.

It was unclcar how badly
the t had been dam-
aged In the fighting but fircs
raged out of control In the
immediate vicinity of the
bufiding, where a hotel used as
a base by opposition fighter as
well as the Communications

are also located.

Red tracers fashed across
the sky in fire directed from
the area around the parliament
at several strategic locations in
the city and there were fre-
quent explosions of rocket-
propelled grenades and ar-
tillery shells.

Gamsakhurdia Thursday in-
sisted from the basement of

Z

opposilion sicge.
Interviewed on CNN televi-
sion, an apparently weary

Gorbachev to dis
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|
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charge, " which, led to
widcspre=d protests across the
country by opposition parties
and human rights groups.

"We have been forced to
come out on the streets to
scck justice,” Qureshi said in a
speech at the hunger strike
camp.

She had carlier staged a
weck-long hunger strike out-
side the Punjab Province
Parliament in the provincial
capital Lahore.

Qurcshi was joined In
Thursday’'s fast by two other

Camsakhurdia satd, "] am not
againsi negotiations.”
"1 can talk, and | can dis-

cuss with them, but
their main aim is to force me

to resign,” said Camsakhurdia,

who spoke in English.
rgian President,

vote, has been hold up in the

building since Sunday, when
opposition forces surrounded

the building demanding his

1-lm

thetr eriminal

methods, said referring to
the , which has ac-
of having authoritar-

"If it will be necessary, they
can call a referendum” the
President said deflantly.

AP adds from Washington
the Foreign Mimister of
Georgia in the disintegrated
Soviet Union has accused U.S.

of State James Baker
of encouraging the political vi-
olence raging there.

Foreign Minister Murman
Omanidze said Baker's criti-
cism of the newly independent
republic stems from unrcliable

should be defined between

cnd.ndlhl:glnrﬂnln[
different stages of life.”

it clearly will be difficult for
citizen Corbachev to shake ofl
his old habits. He said he was
on spending more
his family, but when
what his f[avourite

countin
time ﬂ!’l
asked

Td Wk: to have some m
who would be a direct
tween mysell and the
Russian ' , 8o that
there not be any misun-
dersiandings.” he sald at the
soirece at the swank

Oktyabrskaya llotel, forme
thmﬁrlhﬁ_luz

against the alleged F"E:;P' of Farhana Hayat late last month. Beena, Seema and
and

-AFP/UNB Photo

sisters, a brothed, secveral
memberd ‘of her Khattar Clan
and a parllamentary deputy of
Bhutto's Pakistan Pecople's
Party.
"1 will stage similar demon
strations in every cily and
town of Pakistan lo demand an
end to such heinous crimes,”
she said.

The government has
ordered a high level inquiry,
but Hayat's family and opposi-
tion politicians say the rcal
culprits cannot be found while
the present Sind Province
administration is in office.

information about its
ment.

His December 20 letter to
Baker was released by
Georgla's Information Office in
Washington, apparently in re-
sponse to a U.S. decision 1o
withhold diplomatic relations
with Georgia and five other
former Soviet republics pend-
ing improvement of their hu-
man rights, cconomic and po-
Htleal records.

The letter was prompted by
a December 12 speech that
Baker delivered at Princeton
University in New Jersey, de-
scribing the fall of the Soviet
Union.

“Clearly, other governments
for example Georgia are show-
ing already that communism
can be replaced by govern-
ments thalt are authoritarian
and equally undescrving of our
acceptance or support,” Baker
said at the time.

Omanidze said he was'
"aslonished” that Baker was
ignoring Georgia's democratic
reforms, including the fact
that it was the first Soviel re-

to hold multiparty clec-
tions, and that it has allowed
134 political parties and 25
opposition ncwspapers.

1

CPM blames
Gorbachev
for Soviet
collapse

NEW DELHI, Dec 27: India's
largest Communist Party,
shocked by the dismantling of
the Soviet Union, called it a
“historically retrograde devel-
opment” on Thursday and pre-
dicted socialism in the shat-
tered nation would be resur-
rected, reports Reuter.

The Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPM), which
has long sought guidance from
Moscow, the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the first na-
tion to embrace socialism, was

primarily the fault of Mikhail
Gorbachev, who resigned as
president on Wednesday.

"This historically retrograde
development was not totally
uncxpected given the totally
disastrous policics launched in
the last few years by the lead-
ership of the USSR, particu-
larly by Mikhail Gorbachev,”
the party said in a statement.

The CPM said it was confi-
dent “that the pcople of the
former Sovict Union and the
communists who had over the
decades built up a successful
and powcrful socialist state . . .
would in the yecars to come
rally tcge her in future strug-

gles.

Primakov made
Director of
Russian Foreign
Intelligence

MOSCOW, Dec 27: Yevgeni
Primakov, the head of the re-
organised Sovict espionage
scrvices, was appointed Thu-
rsday Director ol the Russian
Foreign intelligence service,
TASS news agency said,
reports AFP.

The appointment was made
public afler Primakov had a
meeling with Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin whoe an-
nounced last week that Russia
was annexing Soviet agencies
such as the Soviet Foreign
Ministry and the former KGB's
es branch.

Primakov, a former adviser
to Mikhail Gorbachev who
stepped down on Wednesday
as Soviet President, had been
pul in charge of the nation-
wide central intelligence ser-
vice on November 6.

Clashes leave

5 dead in
South Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Dec 27 :
Five people died in sporadic
unrest throughout the country,
including three killed in vio-
lence in the Chisel black
homeland, police sald Friday,
reports AP.

Ciskei Police Commissioner
Johannes Viktor said a clash
between crowds armed with
stones, knives and spears
killed three people Thursday
n a village in the homeland on
South Africa’'s southern coast
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Mikhail Corbachey was swlen Thursday from
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" inst whom?

pelitical ife?”

Off

nut to crack” for birth control officers charged with imple-
menting China’'s strict family planning policies.

Wax-work of
Gorby stolen

AMSTERDAM: A wax statue of former Soviet President
Tussaud's museum, hours after he quit his post in Moscow,
Jhe museum announced here, reports AFP.

"When the museum opened at 11.00 a.my Mr Gorbachev's
statue was still there, but two hours later we notioed it had

disappeared,” a spokesman said, adding: “We think this is a
premediated act to catch up with the news.”

Last week the museum announced that afler Gorbachey's
departure his statue would be removed from a of con-
temporary heads of stale lo join Winston Churchill and
Margaret Thatcher in a “historic™ hall of fame.

" Daughter reveals father’s
secret of success

SANTA ANA, California: The daughter of financéer Charles
keating Jr. says the financicr , now convicied of fraud and
fighting federal charges, worked three at once in the late
40's before his business career took off, reports AP.

While working as a day, hc tended o family gro-
cery store and , without telling his wife, cleaned drains at

ghter Maureen Mulhcern told the Orange Country
Register for a story Wednesday.

She recalled that the Cincinnati Zoo called on am April day
to report a backed-up drain in the cage housing .
told my mom this and she said,” Ha, ha, ha. April
Fool's . She hung up the phorte and he was fired,”
Mrs,Mulhern said.

The interview was conducted last week at thne kealing
family’s walled compound in Paradise Valley, Ariz, where he
returned afler his Christmas Eve rclcase on dirs 300,000
bail.

Keating, charged with a multimillion-dollar savings-and-
loan swindle, is pleading innocent to federal racketerring
charges aflter being convicted of fraud in state court.

Gun goes

220,000

NEW YORK, The gun Jack Ruby bought for 62.50 dollars
and used to kill Lee Harvey Oswald was sold at auction here
late Thursday for 220,000 dollars, reports AFP.

“It has to be the most valuable gun in private hands. People
saw this live on television®, said auctionecer Herman Darvick,
to Ruby’s 1963 killing of Oswald, who had been ar-

rested for the assassination of president John F Kennedy.

The buyer, a gun collector from New Jersey, requesied
that his name not be made public,

Darvick earlier had predicted the 38-calibre Cold Cobra
owned by Jack Ruby's brother, Earl, would sell for between
200,000 and 300,000 dollars.

"l fell great, " Earl Ruby said aller the sale. "l don't feel o

good about having to get rid of the gun, but I'm glad the bills
will be paid.”

ATLANTA, Georgia : Miss World contestants listen to
tage instructions Thursday. The contest takes place today

(Saturday). From left to right are Miss Macan Christina
Lam, Miss Panama Malena Estela Guillen, Miss Chile

Carolina Beatriz Martinez and on the floor Miss

Marcela Noemi Chazarreta. photo

Lankan navy destroys
Tigers' boat '

COLOMBO, Dec 27 : A Sri  rebel Liberation Tigers of
Lankan naval gunboat de- Tamil EclamiLTTE) was at
stroyed a suspected Tamil tacked off Sri Lanka's point
guerilla boat the island's Pedor Coast late Thumnday, a
northern coast an un- military statement said.
specified number of on The curfew may go on for
board, the military here some time. There is something
Friday, reports AFP. happening there in (lin

The fiber glass boat, sus-  Poonerir), a wmwilitary
pected of being used by the spokesman here said.

appear for two weeks to decide futur

STVEN YOAars.
“Society is tired. It hates all

politiclans, and because of
that, it hates everything thal
has been achieved during per-
estrotka, because




