— The Baﬂu Shn-
Algerians vote to

bury one-party rule

ALGIERS, !

Algerians went to ll'lt pult:
M in the nation's first

mentary elections,
Hhh‘: could end three
decades of one-party, socialist

rule and bring Muslim funda-
mentalists to power, reports
AP,

The interior Ministry re-
ported a 32.5 per cent voter
turnout seven hours alter vot-
ﬂmnlnmm

were t© close at 7
p-{ GMT).

Preliminary resulls were
expected carly Friday morning.

"Il the day ends as it began,
Algeria truly enters the era of
applied democracy.” Depulty
Interior Minister Abdelmajid
Teboun said.

But the fundamentalist
islamic Salvatien Frent
charged that voting irregulari-
ties were in four ci-
ties, inc Algiers. It did
not claborate.

Voters [aced a dizxying ar-
ray — 49 partics and 5,712
candidates — vying for the 430
seats in an expanded National
People's Assembly.

Police were posted dis-
uuetlar on streets in the capi-

tal and near polling stations.
Many did not
Authorities a p-rq

candidates and observers to
oversee  balloting at the more
than 32,000 voling stations
around the country. Ballot
boxes were clear

The two leading partics are
the National Liberation Front,
or FLN, which has ruled this
North African nation since in-
dependence from France in
1962, and the lundamentalist
Islamic Salvation Front.

The Salvation Front, which
appeals to the poo
to institute Islamic law, ecasily
won the June 1990 nal
elections. The Salvation Front's
interim leader, Abdelkader
Hachani, has predicted it will
Inh 70 per cent of Thursday's

T‘h: governing party holds
all 295 seats in the current

Parliament.
Premier Sid Ahmed
Ghozall, lcading a transition

government overseecing the
elections, predicted last weck
that no party would win a ma-
jority in the first round. He
expected frenzied negotiations
i:r nllllnm before the second

~Jessore HSC
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Government M M College,
Jessore, Roll No Jessore- |20,
He obtained 927 marks and
letters in Mathematics,
Physics, Chemistry and

Bio . All three studenis are
from the Science group.

In the Humanities group,
Mohammad Rahibul Islam of
Kushtia Government College,
Roll No Kushtia-819, stood
first securing 826 marks and
distinction in Logic, Geography
and Statistics. Rubina Khatun
of Khulna Government
Women's College, Roll No
Khulna-Ma-220, came second
in the [l imanities group get-
ting 816 marks with letters in
Logic, Islamic Studies and
Psychology while the third
position went to Mohammad
Saiflur Rahman Talukder of
Barisal Cadet College. Bearing
the Roll No Bari Cadet-44,
Talukder obtained 812 marks
and letters in Islamic Studies
and Geography.

Sajjad Kabir Mohammad
Shariful Alam topped the merit
+ Hst of the Commerce group. A
studer: . oi Jessore Cantonment
College, Alam got 763 marks
and distinction in Accounting,
Shorthand and Type Writing.
The second position in the
Commerce group merit list
was secured by Mohammad
Taibur Rahman of Kushtia
Government College. He got
747 marks and letters in
Accounting and Statistics
oearing Roll No Kushtia-439.

Mohammad Nasiruddin of
Azam Khan Government
Commerce College Roll No
Khulna-756 and Mohammad
Anwar Hossain of Jessore
Cantonment College, Roll No
Jessore-Cant-298 jointly stood
third in the Commerce group.
Both of them secured 746
marks each. Nasir's distinction
is in Statistics while Anwar's is
in Shorthand and Type
Writing.

The fisst ten in the merit
lists of the three main grou
are as foliows : e

Science
1. Khan Wasiuddin
Mahmud, Barisal Cadet

College, Roll No Barisal Cadet-
4, total marks-956], distinction
in Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry and Statistics, 2.
Jarvez Rayhan, Barisal Cadet
College, Roll No Barisal Cadet-

11, marks-944, dis.-

Illltluu-tlu English, Physics,
Chemistry and Statistics, 3.
Mohammad Quamruzzaman,
Government M M Cnl!c;c
Jessore, Jessore- 120, marks-
927, dis.- Math, Phy, Che and
Biology, 4. Mohammad Habibul
Hagque, Jhenidah Cadet
College, Jheni Cadet-38,
marks-921, dis.- En H-th
Phy, Che, and gl .
Mohammad Jahid Hmnin
Jhenidah Cadet College, Jheni
Cadet-8, marks -912, dis.-
Math, Phy, Che and Stat, and
Tapan Kumar Pal, Jessore
Cantonment College, Jessore
Cant-2, marks-912, dis.- Math,
Phy, Che and Bio, 6.
Mohammad Hassan Mahmud,
Barisal Cadet College, Barisal
Cadet-23, marks-909, dis.-
Math, Phy, Che and Stat, 7.
Tanfis Ishtiaq, Barisal Cadet
College, Barisal Cadet-30,
marks-901, dis.- Math, Phy,
Che and Stat, 8. S M Saiful

marks Bﬂﬂ,
Math, Phy, Chc and Stat,
9. Shetkh Muhibur Rahman,
Government
Blgcrhnt -54, marks-

- Math, Phy Che and

qntl 10. M Momen,
Barisal Cadet cnucgc Barisal

PC College,

Math, Phy, Che and Stal.

Humanities

1. Mohammad Rahibul
Islam, Kushtia Government
College, Roll No Kushtia-819,
marks-826, distinclion in
Logic, Geography and
Statistics, 2. Rubina Khatun,
Khuilna Government Women's
College, Khulna-Ma-220, m-
816, Log. Islamic Studics and
Psychology. 3. Mohammad
Saifur Rahman Talukdar,
Barisal Cadet College, Barisal
Cadet - 44, m-812, 1.S., and
Geo, 4. Mohammad Sharilul
Islam, Kushtia Governmentl
College, Kushtia-863, m-811,
Log and Stat, 5. Mohammad
Abdullah Al Mamun, Kushtia
Govt College, Kushtia-698, m-
810, Log, Geo and Slat, 6;
Mohammad Quamruzzaman,
Government - M M College,
Jessore, Jessore-464, m-BOS,
Log and |I.S., 7. Mohammad
Abdul Jabbar, Kalaroa
Government College, Satkhira,
Kalaroa-129, m-806, |1.S. and
Mohammad Aktaruzzaman,
Government M M College,
Jessore-537, m-808, Geo and
1.8., B. Jakia Akhter,
Government Women's Co
Jessore, Jessore-Ma- 1208, m-
804, Log and 1.S., 9.
Mosammat Asmaul Husna,
Kushtia Government College,
Kushtia-Ma-@55, m-802, Log
and Stat and 10. Hassan
Khaled Faysal, Barisal Cadet
College, Barisal Cadet-43, m-
793, Geo.

Commerce

l. Sajjad Kabir Mohammad
Shariful Alam, Jessore
Cantonment College, Jessore
Cant-297, marks-763, letters
in Aecounting and Shorthand
and Type Writing, 2.
Mohammad Toyabur Rahman,
Kushtia Government College,
Kushtia-439, m-747, Acc and

Stat, 3. Mohammad
Nasiruddin, Azam Khan
Government Commerce

College. Khulna-756, m-7486,
Stat, and Mohammad Anwar
Hossain, Jessore Cantonment
College, Jessore Cant-298, m-
746, Stal, 4. M M Jasimuddin,
Government M M College,
Jessore, Jessore-272, m-741,
1.S., 5. Anindita Gosh, Azam
Khan Government Commerce
College, Khulna-Ma-644, m-
736, Acc and Stat, 6. Selina
Rahman, Azam Khan Govt
Commerce College, Khulna-
Ma-636, m-734, 7. Shymol
Krishna Roy, Kowkhali College,
Pirozpur, Kowkhali-86, m-731,
Math, 8. Mohammad Golam
Mostafa,” Government M M
College, Jessore, Jessore-278,
m-730, Acc and 1.5., 9.
Mohammad Ismail Hossain,
Government M M College,
Jessore-270, m-728, 1.S., and
10. S M Kamaluzzaman Kamal,
Azam Khan Govt Commerce
College, Khulna-1063, m-713,
Acc and Stat.

Question leak

postpones exam

From Staff Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Dec 26: The
Junior Scholarship Exami-
nation at the Jhenidah centre
was postponed on Thursday
because of question leakage,
official sources said.

More than B5 per cent of
the questions were found short
when it was received by exam-
ination centre authoritics from
the treasury of the deputy
commissioner.

The District Education
Officer came under attack by
guardian and the public when
the authorities tried to con-
tinue the examination by
handing out photo-state copies

r and secks .

Cadet-14, marks-803, dis.- of the question papers.
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Pruldrnt ﬂorh-ch-v rudm; his resignation statement shortly before appearing on TV in

Moscow to announce his decision on Wednesday.

AFPphntn

Mujahideen to
free 3 Red

Army soldiers

ISLAMABAD, Dec 26
Afghan gucrillas said Thursday
they would (ree three Red
Army soldfers held for as long
as scven years, bul said it may
be weeks before they can re-
turn to their homes in
Uzbekistan, reports AP.

Rebel leader Burhanuddin
Rabbani said the three would
be handed over afler the
guerillas and the new
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States formed a
comm,'lee  to negotiate the
transfer.

"We're hopeful it won't Lake
too long,” Rabbani said at a
news conference. Meanwhile,
he said, they will remain in

the rugged mountains border-
ing Pakistan.

Hartal in

Jamalpur
JAMALPUR, Dec 26: A hall-

day harial called by local |

Awami League, was observed
today (Thursday) in Melandah
upazila of the district to press
for distribution ol reliefl mate-
rials among the lNood victims
and river erosion homeless,
reports UND.

A dawn-to-dusk hartal was
also observed yesterday
(Wednesday) in the upazila
headquarters for the same
reason.

During the hartal period the
protesters gheraoed the UNO's
office today demanding relief
malterials.

Delhi recognises
12 republics

NEW DELHI, Dec 26 : India
on Thursday recognized all the
12 republics of the former
Soviet Union, including
Georgia, where opposilion
forces are combaling to oust
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia,
reports AP,

Foreign Secretary J N Dixit
told reporters that in keeping
with Indian intention “formal
recognition is being accorded
to Russian Federation and
other republics.”

The decision was taken by
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao, Dixit, the top bureaucrat
in the ministry, said.

"Communications to this
effect are in the process of
going to the presidents of the
republics”, Dixit said.

He said diplomatic mis-
sions in four of the republics
Ukraine, Kazakhslan,
Uzbekistan and Byelorussia —
will be set up soon, besides
the existing one in Moscow.
He did not give a time frame.

India also has "taken note of
the fact that Russia has as-
sumed the successor role” to |

the Soviet Union, he said
without elaborating.
India enjoyed vast trade re-

lations with the defunct Soviet
Union and also has a friend-
ship treaty with the Soviet
Union which calls for military
help in the event ol sion.

The ministry and depart-
ments in the nment are
in the final stages of preparing

plans for defence, economic
and technological interactions

with these republics, Dixit |

said.

Workers block |
highway near
Tongi

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Dec 26 : The
Dhaka-Mymensingh highway
was blocked for two hours and
a numbe¥ of buses and trucks
were damaged by angry work-
ers in Tongl when a local tex-
tile mill worker died after be-
ing struck by a speeding bus
this moming.

Rafliqullah (25), an em-
of the na Textile
ill, was seriously injured
after a Dhaka-bound bus hit
him near the Tongi Station
Road at around 11:15 am. He
later succumbed to his injuries
at the Tongi Hospital.
Angry workers in the area

barricaded the highway and °

damaged about. 50 buses and
trucks, witnesses said.

|

Govt suppressed death toll: Probe body
Troops overreacted to

protests in Timor

JAKARTA, Indonesia, Dec
26: An investigative commis-
sion sald Thursday that In
donecsian troops overrcacted
to anti-Indonesian protests in
East Timor, and the resulting
death toll was higher than the
19 acknowledged by the gov-
ernment, reporis AP.

The commission’'s prelimi-
nary report on bloodshed Nov
12 in the East Timor capital
of Dili said about 50 people
died and 90 were missing —
possibly dead, injured or hid-
ing in the jungles.

After more than two wecks
of investigations, the commis-
sion reported to President
Suharto that troops initially
fired in self-defence against
demonstrators protesting In-

" donesian rule in East Timor, a

Portuguese colony annexed by
Indonesia in 1976. It said on
oflicer had been stabbed and
another soldier injured.

But, il said, “the actions of
a number of security forces
have gone beyond what was
necessary, claiming many vic-
tims, including those killed,
wounded and injured.” Il said
lroupl did not follow proper

procedures for handling a
demonstraiion.

The commission called for
lawful punishment of any viola-
tjons found In connection
with the Nov 12 bloodshed.

The report also said the
armed forces [afled to give vic-
tims' families cnough Uime to
identify the dead so that they
were buried without being
identified.

Human rights groups and
foreign witnesses have said
more than 100 people dicd In
the Nov 12 violence.

“The commission has
strong reason o conclude that
the death toll is about 50, with
91 injuries,” said M Djaclani,
who headed the commission of
senior officials from the
Supreme Court, the depart-
ments ol justice, foreign al-
fairs, defence and interfor, the

attorney general’'s office and
parliament.

Djaclani ecarlier had ac-
cepted the government's fig-
ure of 19 dead and 91 injured.

Suharto appointed the
commission on Nov '19 under

heavy international pressure.

From Page 1 Col 5

he Employees Union (CBA)
. gheraoed the head office of the

BADC at about 11 am and con-
tinued to hold it till 4.30 pm.

It also held a rally in front
of the oflice of the Chairman of
BADC, where the CBA leaders
sald the recent decision of the
government regarding Barind
Development Project had
gone against the national in-
terest and demanded its im-
mediate cancellation.

The CBA leaders said the
foreign donor agencies had in-
fluenced the pgovernment into
privatizing almast all the ser-
vice seclors under the corpo-
ration, including irrigation and
distribution of fertilizers, as
part of the ‘in e’ to make
Bangladesh dependent on
them for food. The rally

PM : Youth

From Page 1 Col 4

increasing participation of
youths in all our devclopment
programmes,” she said.

Begum Zia said the present
government would give mo-
mentum to the national devel-
opment efforts by turning the
individual merit and creativity
of youths into collective
strength.

The Prime Minister said
the youths had to take spade in
their hands for digging canals
and they had to work cease-
lensty for eradicating illiteracy.

m Zia said the youth
furcc d a glorious past. The
nation would always remember
the role of youths in the war of
independence and language
movement. o

The Prime Minister said
the autocrats wanted to de-
stroy the youths to have a firm
root in the social structure.
They took long term planning
to cause moral erosion among
the youths who were the driv-
ing force of the democratic
movements and constant
threat to autocrats. .

Begum Zia regretted that a
very small portion of youth
mulltinn was Lrying to creale

iscipline in the social life.
This situation, she said, was
the creation of the autocrats.

The Prime Minister said
cooperation from all levels of

| the society was necessary to

solve this problem.

She said the government had
taken several administrative
steps to stop anarchic ac-
tivities.

The Prime Minister said
the government would try to
provide a piece of land to the
JCI to enable it to work more
eﬂccﬁvdy to the -:Il'ut of the

people

ther Begum Zia dis-
tributed for life mem-
bership of Jaycees to the re-
cipients.

BADC employees

pledged to resist the conspir-
acy againsi BADC by any means.

The rally was addressed by
CBA leaders Mafizul Islam,
Khandakar Azizur Rahman,
Enayetullah Dhali, Nasiruddin,
Sirajul Islam, Korban Ali, Abdul
Jalil, Latifa Khanam, M A
Motaleb, Abdur Rashid and
others.

Meanwhile, the [our-hour
gherao by the BADC employees
stranded a large number of
people inside the BADC build-
ing. as the employees kept all
the gates of the building
locked Chairman of the corpo
ration M A Jalil was absent
from his office up to 3 pm.
When he came later he settled
the matter by assuring them of
discussing the matter with
the government. Addressing
the employees, the chairman
said the Barind Project should
be kept under the control of
the corporation due to its in-
volvement with BADC in vari-
ous aspects.

Al a recent meeting of the
Standing Committee on
Agriculture and Irrigation
Projecct at the conference
room of the Ministry of
Agriculture it was decided
that the Barind Project was to
be conducted under a separate
body releasing the BADC of its
control over fit.
was established in 1985 by
the BADC involving a cost of
around Taka 400 crore.

Garment workers

From Page 1 Col 8
workers.

Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuyan
represented the government
in yesterday's bilateral meet-
ing while Badruddoza Nizam,
Tawhidul Rahman, Alam Reza
and Abul Hos
the garments workers.

The Labour Minister, ac-
cording to sources, talked
about the government's feeling
for adopting a national policy
on the garments sector to
establish a congenial atmeo-
sphere for protection and
progress of this sector on the
one hand and solving the prob-
lems of garments workers on
the other.

Colder days

From Page 1 Col B
number of rikshaws on the

city streets was thinner.

The homeless and the slum
dwellers were hard hit by the
untimely rain, of whom many
had to take shelter in saler

Dhaka City experfenced 33
mm rainfall highest in the
country in 12 hours ending 6
pm Thursday and the témpera-
ture fell by one degree than
the previous day.

Light to moderate rainfall
was also recorded in 21 other
districts in 24 hours ending 6
pm Thursday in Chittagong,
Rajshahi and Khulna Division.

The project’

sain represented

| |

'modities in view of the

.unl-:II-

Plea for
withdrawal

of hartal
in Cig

CHITTAGONG, Dec 28:

of December 31 harial call
given by Grealer Chit
Development Mass Action
Commitiee, reports BSS.

They said that Chit
City Corporation (CCC)
launched a massive develop-
ment for overall devel-
opment of the city and as such
there was no justification for
observing hartal demanding
devclopment.

Two hundred and twenty
lawyers of Chittagong in a
joint statement said the peo-
ple should cooperate with the
CCC in executing the uphfi

ts involving crores of
Taka. "We do not find any jus-
tification for observing hartal
when development works are
going on In full-swing in the
city, they said. The signatories
to the statement were,
others, Advocates Moham
Kabir hury, Mohammad
Salch 7Zanor and Mohammad
Abul Kalam Azad.

Mcanwhile, Advocate Abu
Salch Chowdhury and Alhaj M
A Rahim, President and Gen-
eral Secrctary respectively of
the Chittagong district south
chapter ol Bangladesh Nation-
alist PParty in a statcment
condemned the hartal call in
the name of deve nt say-
ing people of all walks of life
should extend their whole
hearted cooperation to various
development works already
undertaken by the CCC.

Advocate Shahabuddin Faitz
and Advocate Fazal Amin
Chowdhury, convenor and
member secretary respectively
ol Chittagong district lawyers’
chapter of Zia Partshad ex-
pressed grave concern over
the hartal call” which, they
said, would harm people’'s iIn-

the hartal o refrain  from such
harmiul activities.

MP manhandled
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Dec 26: A

parliament member and an

la offictal were manhan-

dled allegedly by JCD activists

for not cooperating in enlist-

ing their fricnds as contrac-
tors, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the attackers
first gheraoed the office of
upazila enginecer Mohammad
Mujibur Rahman in Boalkhali
at 2.3C pm and beat him and
his p=on alter he refused to
accepl Ltheir requests.

On hearing the news, Par-
liament Member (BNP) of
Chitltagong-10 Sirajul Islam
rushed to the spot but he too
was manhandied by the same
group at about 4 pm.

Rain disrupts
normal life
in Jamalpur

Normal life was disrupted
in the district due to incessant
rainfall accompanied by cold
wave for the second consecu-
tive day today, reports UND.

On Wednesday, some

thatched houses were dam-
aged and many trees uprooted
by gusty winds accompanied by
torrential showers that swept
over almost all the upazilas of
the district.
, People were compelled to
remain indoors for [foggy
weather with clouds and
downpour. The poor, spccially
the day labourers, sulfered
badly due to the shivering cold
and drizzle.

The untimely rain caused
extensive damagé to seasonal
crops of mustard, potato, chilli
and onfon on 20,000 acres of
land, local Agriculture

Extension Department sources
said. -

About 1,20,000 acres of
land were brought under sea-

sonal crops cultivation in the
district this year.

Russia
From Page 1 Col 3

envisaged inflation. Experts
said due to the introduction of
free market economy, deregu-
lation of pricing system and
other banking and monetary
measures, inflation is likely to
hit the Russian economy.
Sources said the foreign stu-
dents may experience a bilter
eflect on their buying capacity.

Diplomatic sources said
although the Russian govern-
ment will opt for market
economy, it will still control
the prices of essential com-
possi-
ble inflation. A meeting of all
the republics, to be convened
on December 30 will discuss
in depth-all the arenas of [i-
nancial and banking sector.
The Mnal decisions on the ma-

jor economic issues will be

taken In the meeling.
Meanwhile, Russtian diplomatic
sources said that the Russian

Embassy will issue visas for
the otne- republics till the
new year. Forcign students
may now personally contaet
the universities in all the 12
mﬂ of tht now defunct

for studies
basis.
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70 feared drowned in Malda

CALCUTTA, Dec 26 : Sevenly persons were
drowned in three major boat disasters in West
district on Christmas eve and Christmas Day,

SIS Ahmied told newsmen here oday. Only twe

feared
Bengal's Malda
the DIC (HQ).
two bodics were

rivers

recovered, while a massive seart h was mounted in the
in the district for the others, reports PTI

New US Commerce Secretary

WASHINGTON, Dec 26: President Bush has chosen a long-
time political supporter, businesswoman Barbara Franklin, as
secretary of commerce, an administration official said

Thu
the Urugu

rsday. As Commerce Secretary, she will be influential on
matters of world trade, including the [altering

in

ay round of trade Lalks, which invoive 108 govern-

ments, and the prospective North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), reporis AP

Tiwan donates rice to CIS

TAIPEL,

Dec 26 : Tatwan will donate 100,000 tonnes of

rice with an international market value of about 20 million US
Dollars to Russia and other members of the former Soviet

Union, the

Foreign Ministry said today. A ministry spokesman

said the rice, from the island's stocks of one million tonnes,

would help to case food shoriages as the republics struggled
to restructure their economies, reports ISS.

China on Mao's birthday

BEWING, Dec 26: The an

of Mao Zedong's 98th

birthday was marked here today with a call for using the late
Chinese leader's Lheories 1o repel ‘reactionary Westlern forees’
trying to subvert Socialism. The day that used to be a virtual

national holiday du

ring the Cultural Revolution passed quictly
for most Chinese, even though ?h-ﬂ

those aged over 30 sti

strong memorics of the 'Great lielmsman', reports AFP.

Smooth JS session

From Page | Col 7
Moudud Ahmed and Jamaat-e-
Islami leader Matiur Rahman
Nizami, however, expressed a
common desire 10 make this
parlament eflfective fulfilling
the aspiration of the people.

Opposition groups have
convened respective parlia-
mentary party meelings
January 3-4 for planning ac-
tion during the winter session
beginning January 4.
Opposition leaders are also ex
changing views informally
about possible line of action.

The Deputy Opposition
Leader, Samad Azad, suggested
that parliamentiary standing
commitices and select com-
mittees should properly [unc-
tion so thal they could submit
reports lo the House within
ltlE:htod time and help solve
d { national issues.

In this context, he gited the
slow progress of the parlia-

mentary committees on Lhe
Indemnity Bill and the bill oen
separation of the judiciary. He
was critical of the ruling party
attitude which he  termed
counteractive to making par-
Hament effective and sovereign
in true sense of the term.

Azad was of the view that all
national problems could be re-
solved through discussion but
said the recent steps and atti-
tude of the government virtu-
ally undermined the
sovereignty of present parlin-
ment.

"We wanl to play a pualtivt
vole in parliafment, to face all
odds ugainnt the democratic
process unitedly. We want this

rament in power but, un-
fortunately, there is lack of
sincerity on the part of ruling
party in making parliament ac-
countable.”

Replying to a question, Azad
said his party would mainly
press the government party lo
resolve Lthe issues of scrapping

the Indemnity Ordinance, ter-
rorism in and outlside cam-
puscs anl cconomic problems
aggravaling hardship of the
COMMOoNMan.

Moudud Ahmed said JP
parliamentary party would
meet soon to discuss its plan
for the coming session. JP
leaders are talking informally
with other opposition groups
in this ,

Jamaat leader Matiur
Rhma.: Nizami said his party
would initlate a move (o press
the government to place be-
fore the House the caretaker
government bill secking next
parliamentary clections under
a ncutral and carctaker gov-
ernment similar to that of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.
The bill was submitted to the
Parliament Secretariat during

the second session of this
parliament. -
Nizami{ said his party

wanicce an effective parliament
and lc't the need for coopera-
tion between Lthe and
opposition benches. *"We will
always play a constructive role
in the House. We don't want to
creale any deadlock.®

Jamaat has, meanwhile,
called its parliament
mecting on January 3. The
Jamaat Secretary General said
his pariy would raise debate on
aggravaling law and order and
the prevailing economic sit-
uation.

. Meanwhile, some opposi-
tion groups are learnt to be
thinking of boycotling
President's speech in the in-
augural session of parliament
in the new year.

But no formal discussion on
the question was held either
in the Awami League or in the

 Jatiya Party.

A scnior leader of Jamaat-e-
Islami, however, ruled out
possibilivy of boycotting tht
Presidential address.

Dhaka asks Burmese envoy

From Page | Col 8
the response of Myanmar gov-
ernment is awaited, the
spokesman said.

Morale of the Bangladesh
pcnple along the border is
"very high" and there had been
no exodus of "our people [rom
those areas,” he added.

Yangoon (Rangoon) gov-
ernment has denied attack on
the Bangladesh border post
and sought to explain the de-
velopment by saying that its
forces were in hot pursuit of
the insurgents like the Myan-
mar Communist Party (WHITE)
and the Arakan Rohingya
Islamic Front (ARIF). :

But Bangladesh made it
plain that border incursion by
the Myanmar forces did take
place resulting in the killing
of a border guard and ammuni-
tion had also been taken away

- from the camp.

The Myanmar ambassador
in Dhaka, Soe Myint, was
called in the Forcign Ministry
last Tuesday and was offered
services of a helicopter so that
he could visit the place of oc-
currence and verify the dam-
ages inflicted by the Myanmar
side in the Bangladesh terri-
tory.

"We are still awaiting re-
sponse to our offer as well as
for the proposal of flag meet-
ing,” the spokesman said.

Bangladesh Charge d'Aflai-
res in Yangoon also informed
Myanmar ment Dhaka's
views on the recent develop-
ments.

The spokesman detailed
Bangladesh's reactions (o the
last Saturday's attack and said
ul:urlty -hntehe border had

been sire ned following
the :Ir.-wlu

He n'.-dae it r:lur that Dhaka
could not remain indiflerent to
exodus of the Myanmar Mus-
lims into its
once again urged Yangoon to

inftiate measures Lo stop such

territory and

influx.

Replying to newsmen's
queries, he said all
stcps were continuing from
‘Bangladesh side to facilitate
the return of Myanmar refu-
gees to their homes.

The spokesmen reiterated
Dhaka's policy to settle prob-
lems with neighbours through
bilateral discussions and added
that it remained stuck to this
despite the fact that the

so far
made any hue and ery of the
influx l‘or the sake of
neighbourliness and had also
seen to it that the border in-
cursion was not blown out of
prup-urliunu the spokesman
said.

Dhaka-Rangoon
meet soon, says

Burmese envoy

Bangladesh and Myanmar
are expected to meetl in near
future to resolve all issues in-
cluding border tensfon and
repatriation of Rohingya
Muslims, reports UND.

This was indicated by Lhe
Ambassador of Myanmar in
Dhaka on Thursday. He, how-
ever, didn't mention any spe-
cific date for the meeting,

Resnonding to a query on
the prevailing tense situation
along the border, U Soe Myint
told UNB both Dhaka and
Rangoon were in constant
touch for starting negot
as soon as .

“Why do you insist on hold-
ing Mag mecting, we shall re-
view and discuss all jssues,”
the Ambassador said.



