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t there were at
three poets whose individual
distinction set them apart
Jatindranath Sen Gupta (1888-
1954), Mohitlal Majumdar
(1882-1982) and Kazi Nazrul
Islam (1899-76). In the work
of Satyendranath Datta (1888
1922) the Tagore-tradition is
fused with the older pre
Tagore ways. He acted as a

bridge between Tagore's emu-

place of his own. His In-
dividuality and distinction are
obvious. Datta

ral delight in the practice of
various poetic techniques and
his choice of subject-matter. In
these he was largely free form
Tagore's influence. lle con-
ribute not a little to the liber-

OETS all over the
world have spent hours
romanticizing over the
beauty of a pair of eyes — the
way they sparkle with joy or
grow into limpid pools of
sorrow. For mosl pcople it is
the eyes in Lhe face of ecither a
man or a woman thal allracts.
"Her eyes talk,” a paramour
of his beloved. “|is eyces
are dark and intense,” drools a
teenaged girl speaking of her
latest heartthrob. There is no
doubt that the eye is one of the
most [ascinating part of any
living body and its rcal beauty
lies in the expression it
reflects and holds rather than
structure or shape. Dul the
is beautiful when it
is of love, of admiration, when
it shines wilth honesty or
twinkles with hidden
amusement. So what happens
when this cxpression is one of
vulgar distortion ‘Hnd
shameless lust? Doces il not
make one cringe with disgust
and mortification?

What am | about you
may be asking. | 40 Lhosc
bipedal creatures who call
themselves ‘men’ and have
nothing better 1o do than stare
in the most distasteful manner
at anything that resembles a
female form. There is nothing
reverential or admiring in
those scalding stares. They arc
from heads filled with per-
verted thinking and a de-
praved kind of obsession. The
. Victims of such hateful atten-
tion, women, are totally help-
less and have no option bul o
endure and pretend to ignore

convinced.

| am, like hundreds of my
female specics, travelling in a
rickshaw on Gulshan Avenuc.
The hood of the rickshaw only
partly covers me and offers hit-
tle protection. First, two men
by en a motorbike. The
rider at Lthe back spots me and
nudges his [riend. Soon the
molorcycle slarts to swivel and
turn overtaking the rickshaw
both sides, slowing down
from Ume to lime to take a
try Lo look ahcad

conscious of those Ileering
eyes, that lewd expression
. fiveled on me, on my being. A
car honks impaltiently I
a sigh of relief since
le is forced to

;
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Modern Bengali Poetry

and Kazi Nazrul Islam

ation of Bengal pﬂ'? from
conscious cllort to

oflf the influence of

guage spoken in an alien
cou ;ordmnh'l Ode to

niry
the Immonrtality of the Soul) is

cflort to its uﬂnhg
brings out the |
this is because feclings ex-

stand nor devoid of feeling. It
has no meaning and it is also
self e
Dwijendralal's rebellion was
loud, his criticism derogatory
but it was shallow and superfi-
cial. He did succeed in affect-

ing some of the younger poets
but he added nothing to

Bengall poetry, either in tech-
nique or subject matter. He
changed nothing. What had ac-
Tllmd a distinction of its own

uring the Tagore era and be-.
come established subsequently
as a lradition was left un-
touched. Dwijendralal Roy's
only contribution was in the
usc he made of language. He
handled the language of po-
etry like prose. As a dramalist
and song writer he achieved
more than as a poet.

A profound sense of his
time and a deep social
awareness inform the work qf
Satyendranath Datta although

Kezi Nazrul Islam, The soldier.
he- kept aloofl from the intel-
lectual restlessncss and skep-
ticism of the period in
which he lived. In the political
and social poems he wrote like
Samyasama, Sudra, Methor,
Jatir Pati, Satyendranasth
Datta made remarkable
advances. A sudden and
untimely death put an early
end to his life.

Pramatha Chaudhuri's name
is also memorable. In connec-
tion with his Sonnet Panchasat
he wrote to Amiya Chakravarty:

There 'was a reason for my

writing these sonnects. |

found shallow imitations of
Tagore irritating. The
evidence s in one of

my published poems.

The poét was referring to a
sonnect entitled Advice

(Upadesh). His attitude is
clearly shown in the lines

quoted here:

Cataract of the Mind

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

surc enough, it is those cyes
again. The occupants of the
ncighbouring scooler ulilize
their time waiting for the light
o go green by inspecting me
from head to toc and ogling to
their hearts conlent. | console

made for them are cqually
oulrageous — “they arc just not
used lo sceing womwen.” Or
"what do you expect il women

(Contd. from overleaf)

Shilpi is an attractive 23
year old who cannot remember
the circumstances under with
she came to the brothel 10
years ago. She falls under the
‘lop class' category of call
-rL. Her rates range from 500
taka an hour onwards although
she never asks for moncy in
advance. She drinks regularly,
her favourites being VAT 69
and Red Label. Shilpi has also
been to Saudi Arabla where a
client of hers introduced her
to a brathel there where she
says, there are many
Indonesian, Indian and

Bangladeshi women. Although
the perks of her ‘job’ were very
attractive she has came back ol
Bangladesh because all her
earnings used to be takan by
the brothel owner.

» The other side of Shilpi's
story is that of a young woman
afrajd of what will happen to
her when she loses her looks
youth and a desperate
mother trying to bring up her
eight year old daughter. When
asked what will ha
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inspected thousands
:r—:ul minors, for ex-
, are fearfully susceptible

go around wecaring revealing
clothes, they arce just asking
for it.” As usual it is the woman
who has to be Lthe scapegoal
for any evil of socicty! Bul |
would like to inform these
people that mwore olflen than

nol, it does not maticr what
the woman wears, or how old
shc is or even whether she is

allractive or not. As long as she

to infection: twenty-five per
cent should be operated on as
a result of complications. One
in twenty has tuberculosis;
sixty per cent become alco-
holics or drug addicts; forty

per cent die before the age ofee

forty. It must be added that, in
spite of precautions, now and
then they become pregnant
and that they operate on
themselves, generally. under
bad conditions. Common pros-
titution is a miserable occupa-
tion -in which woman, ex-

e
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Babies born into this world
face a limited choice of
livelihood when they grow up

ploited sexually and economi-
cally, subjected arbitrarily to
the policy, to a humiliating
medical supervision, to the
caprices of Lhe customers,
and doomed to infection and
discase,lo misery, is truly
abased to the level of a thing.’
Prostitutes in Tanbazaar
scem indifferent to the AIDS
threat. One woman claimed
that if they contract any vene-
real disease they go to a clinic
and de not take clients till

ju: is,

If you would be a poet well
beloved write love to melt
your reader's heart Two
things are nceded at the
start borrowed words and
forced feeling for your
sweel heart.

) Nazrul was emotional
alse bul he kept his feet firmly
on the ground. His rebellion
went beyond Iiterature,
rtu:l:lx inte society In gen-
cral penetraling as far as
the state. It was Nazrul Islam
who related modern
poctry to the life of the times.
lle did not deny or decry the
influence of Tagore for he had

the sirength to go beyond it
and open oul new creative

possibilities. There is a ques-
tioning of established values in
Nazrul's poetry. In his attitude
to love he accepts physical love
and the rmuuunar cxpericnce
it bri unequivocally. And
altho he does not disbe-
leve in God there s a marked
absence of faith in ethical
codes based on ritual and
established ice.| Nazrul
also consciously examined dif-
ferent traditions and cultures
and made use of them deliber-
ately. He voices strongly the
need to create a new

on more egalitarian lines even
though he does not look Marx
for endorsement. Proverbs, ru-

ral idioms, terms of in
daily use and words

from fo all find
a place in his work. He is not
choosey out of for a fan-
cied purity of , .and

takes whatever is of use to him

in creating of a new imagery

and' the diversification of his
range of subjects. Even the
foremost of the modern pocts
who lollowed him, Jivanananda
Das, was influenced by his

work.

is a woman, she is, to thosc
cycs, an object, a picce of meal
to be inspected and stripped
ol all dignity.

Such bchaviour is a conse-
quence of the image of women
that is portrayed in socicly
through films, posters, books
myscll as many of my [cllow
women do, with visions of
those hcads being axed oll at
the guillotine or more realisti-

cally, severed by a speeding
bus.

Am | becoming psycholic, a
sadistic manhalter, 1 think to
myscll. But [ just can’t scem W
shrug ofl that lecling ol degra-
dation and oulrage.

Whalt psychological impair-
menl causes this distorted be-
haviour and that has gripped
most of the male population in
this country? The ecxcuscs
Cle.

The concepl of respecting
women, Lreating them as hu-
man beings rather than scx ob-
is alien o these men.
The idea that women are just
wecak, helpless, brainless
crecatures to be usced and

they are well. Such claims are
diflicult to substantiate. i
« The demand for female

flesh will not miraculously dis-
appear. Clients interviewed by
the Daily Star cite an endless
variety ol reasons for buying
sex : boredom with their
wives, the nced for experi-
mentation, the freedom from
emotional responsibility.

As this demand is a real
[actor, it is perhaps time to
take a new look at the very
roots of our legal system.
Prostitution is illegal not only
as a social wrong, but to pre-

venl inlerested groups from
making profit by arranging

such intricate gang-systcms as
in the Tanbazaar area.

Prostitution is a commercial

Jdransaction, in which women's

sexuality is controlled and
utilised for male sexual plea-
sure.

Prostitution is divided into
two categories: forced and
free. It is mostly innocent , ig-
norant, young girls from rural
arcas who are lured into forced
prostitution. The conditions of
work are extremely exploita-
tive. For this type of prostitu-
tion, legal measures that exist
al should be enforced to
help young girls out of
their deplorable situation, but
penalise only procuers and
other ts. ’

Legal protection is also re-
quired for free prostitution.
According to interviews with
women in this category, none
of them wants to stay long in
this ‘profession’. They sce
prostitution as a short-term
means for their survival.
There solutions like regis-
tration of prostitutes would
stigmatise them and make it
more difficult for them to leave
this institution.

On the other hand, outlaw-
ing prostitution strengthens
the underworld and prevents

iwill those cyps
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Looking Back on The Soviet Union,

With Love And Nostalgia

NTIL recently, visilors

to the Soviet Union

usually talked about
their experiences in Moscow
and other cities In uncha-
ritable terms. They lalked
about the chaos and confusion
at airports, the uniriendly
custom and Iimmigration
officials, the long wail for a
transport 0 the city. Some
criticised the quality of food In
the hotel, the absence of room
service .and the indiflcrence,

|

table was almost ki
lotiery.

Jokes about life in Moscow
filled books., but it was hard to
find a dependable guides for
buses and the metro.

Many of these criticism
were — and still remain so —
well-founded. Some of them
were echoed by Moscovites
themsclves, without much em-

ke winning
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recalled in a different hight and

comments, while some fond
memories are exchanged
among one tme visitors o —
yes, we must now gel used to
the term — the former Soviet
capital.

This is preciscly what hap-
pened at an informal get-to-

gether here the other
evening. There were quite a
few friends and nlances
who had cither lived or stud-
ied in Moscow. Some had
scrved in“our diplomatic mis-

abused is so internalized in
these bestial maniacs thal it

has become a refllex action o
slop and oglc al thing look-
ing like a hunm:z-t-.b. Why
¢lsc would ‘men’ in their fiftics
or sixtics stare at girls
with such greed and crude de-

sire?

Why eclse would ‘men’
blatantly cast ‘dirty looks and
focus their aticntion on certain
parts of a lemalc’s body as she
walks by?

in Freudian terms this kind
of ‘deviant bchaviour' if you
wanl to call it that could be
explained as the result of a re--
pressed socicly where normal
inlcraction between Lhe sexes
is severcly frowned upon or
regarded as taboo. But this sort
of psychoanalysis let us leave
the experts Lo ponder on. For
now let us simply concentrate
on building an image of woman
as an intelligent human being,
as man's companion and
friend, net his object of prey
and abnormal desire. Only then
be of apprecia-
lion and respect. Only then
will this cataract of the mind
clear.

The Tanbazaar Cycle

prostitutes from claiming basic
professional rights. Perhaps
Rita Khanam will pave the way
to the recognition of thesc
rights.

More probably, she too will
disappear from the national

consciousness, as did Shab -

Meher. Questions will remain :
what about the hundreds of 8
to 13-year olds reportedly
working in the brothels? Will
an increasingly fundamentalist
society ever legalise prostitu-
tion? Ironically, the claustro-
phobia of conservatism fans
the fires of commercial sex
even as {t tries to smother
them. Shaw referred to mar-
riage as legalised prostitution.
Economic necessity, more
than any other single factor,
leads women to marriage in
Bangladesh.

the experiences are

commiltee’'s stand?

paid short visits to the country.

There seemed quite a lot 10
talk about, in nostalgia.

There were those unlorget-
table visits to the Bolshai
Theatre, if one conld afford the
pricc of the tickel, watching
the Swan Lake. Onee in a
whilc, one dined out al Baku,
the noisy, crowded and
smoke-filled restaurant on the
Gorky Strect tLhat l:dr;cd
Azarbatjani speciality, a-
pllau, a birtyani dish served
with spinach. There were the
long walks through the Red

by the western standard would

in the collapse
system and disintegration of
what we knew, until recently,
as the Union of the Socialist
Soviel Republics. As we were

- MYWORLD
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Squarc when, even in the
middic of the Russian winter,
the chilly wind felt fresh and
crisp.

All very conventional mem-
ories 7 Perhaps.

Then, one young friend who
had studied in the University
of Moscow in the carly seven-
ties recalled one of his
impressions which this writer
thought was diffcrent, almost
original and somewhat unex-
pecied., ;

“What | ked as an under-
graduate student in Moscow
was of being free from tension
and anxicties, free from being
caught in a hectic rat race,” he

. Then, he added that he
missed this “nice comfortable
weling when he moved o the
United States for his gradua-
tion.

It was presumably a minor-
ity, but genuine view. How this
young [rlend reacted to what

all filled with about
Moscow of another time, no
one scomed

tdmdm -Il'th-:
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_the Sovict Union.

subject that is waiting
to be rescarched and
written about relates to
the influence of the Soviet
Unfon on Bangladesh, starting
with our independence from
the Hﬂthhd rule lnﬂllll:ll? to the
sent day, L] |
::ll last ’mP: w n"iﬂ
Russian flag started flying over
the embassy of the former
Soviet Unilon.

Such a study would cer-
tainly cover a’ wide ficld,
beginning with the late fortues
and early fifties, when the

Sovict influence, then synony-
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in
our
anti-
in Prague in the
the this event cause a decline
in the Soviet influence, but
siifl leaving the so-called
Marxist school relatively
secure in its own cocoon?
Above all, where was the Soviet

influence most pronounced?
Among the students, intellec-
tuals,
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O maticr what we fine

out about the rise and

fall of Lhe Soviet
influence in this reglon, the
help from Moscow 0 owur
liberation war remains

say a glorious — chapter in our

bilateral relations. True, in the
power game Lthat was played
with our desliny,

molives, it
move, al the right time and
thus helped us to win the war,
Notwithstanding the future
course of evenis in Moscow,
our shared history can never
be written ofl.

In The Eyes of The Law

Now, as in the past, laws
and programmes tackling
prostitution are based on many
prcjudices against women.
Instead of helping or protect-
ing women iIn prostitution,
these measures, especially the
laws, tend rather to ‘protect’
the men from ‘bad’ women in
prostitution.

Regarding what the law in
Bangladesh has o say, Rahat
Fahmida spoke te a noled
lawyer Sigma Huda — looking
into the legitimacy of prostitu-
tion and that of the ‘resistance

P
State Policy of the con-
stitution states that adopt ef-
fective measures to prevent
Prostitutional Gambling. This

of the constitution being-

tg the state policy
cannot be enforceable though
it has been incorporated as a
guide to the interpretation of
the Constitution and of the
other laws of h and
also is the basis of work of the
states and of its citizens.
Therefore, the state has
committed itsell as a part of its
policy to eradicate prostitution
yet not applied that the article
in gquestion will be enforceable
in the court of law.

DS: What is the legal basis of

SH : The Resistance
Committee cannot justifly its
demand and actiomn such as,
harassing persons and beating
of clients as it can in no way
take the law into its own hand.
If carrying on the business of

prostitution becomes a public -

nuisance and is not congenial
to the enforcement then the
Resistance Committee can re-
quest the autherities to take
action to curtail such business.
However, it may be remem-
bered that under Article 4]
every citizen has the right to
profess, practice or propagate
any religion but in so doing

(Contd. from overieaf)

such right may be restricted if,
it alffects public order.
Therefore, there can be no le-
gal basis in which the
Resistance Commitiee can
take the law into fts own hand
without first takigg recourse to
the law enforcing agency.

DS : What is the legal basis of
the prostitutes’ stand?

SH : The Suppression of
Immoral Tralficking Act 1933
has never been given eflect to.
On the contrary the tion
of Brothels has been to
mean a place where 2 or more

prostitute jointly work or op-
erate their business of prosti-

 tution. Furthermore, soliciting

can be an offence. Under the
Cruclty to Women (Deterrent
Punishment) Ordinance 1983
it is stated that whoever lets

out, hires, sells, or uses
woman of any shall
commit offence under the

Ordinance and shall face the
onsequences as contain  in
Ordinance itsell. Thus we see
that even under this Ordinance
the prostitute has been inher-
ited from the offence as she is
being treated as victim and not
as the perpetrator of the of-
fence. In such circumstances,
if the prostitute feels that she
is being not allowed to carry
on her business as permitted
under Article 40 of the
Constitution thén she has the
right to go to court for redress.
Further, the court will have to
incorporate whether her pro-
fession is lawful or not. It is
also an oflence if assault or
criminal force is applied to a
woman with intent to ou
her modesty. The Penal Code
further provides punishment
for kidnapping, abducting or
inducing a woman to compel
her marriage, selling or buyipng
minors for the purpose prosti-
tulion elc. |

DS : Are the affidavits, which
a number of prostitutes claim
to have, legal ?

Sil : There is no such intent
as to the validity of the docu-

ment on the basis of which
prostitute can claim to be law-
fully pursuing their profession.
Defendants are required before
a prescribed authority affirm-
ing that the facts contained in
such aflidavit are true and such
may only act as evidence to
such acts. However, evidence
by prostitute only endorse
loop holes of the law which are
*xploited such evidence. It
.8 secen that the aflirming
Magistrate or Notary Public do
nol even bother to verify the
basis of the contents of the
evidence and we have seen
that in mdst cases even

the prostitutes are below the
legal ages and not at all admis-
sible to practice as prostitute.
The aflirming authorities have
never taken such minors or
persons behind such minors
who are instrumental in mak-
ing these evidence to task.

DS : What is the Bangladesh
Jatiya Mahila Ainjibi Samity do-
ing ? What legislative changes
do your suggest ?

SH : Bangladesh Jatiya
Mahila Ainjibi Samiti was first
to produce the atrocities being
admitted in the name of Un-
Islamiec Resistance activities
Committee. We had said in our
press conference that whilst
appreciating the effect of
prostitution destroying the
dignity and status of woman
yet without them al-
ternative upon which
can live n'::lum no pumm
or authority can evict them
from their residence. At the
same time it is to be remem-
bered that these prostitutes

are recognised tax payers and
they also contributed greatly to
‘the nt of the -

bourhood. We also highlight
loop holes in the existing law
namely, the Suppression of
Immoral Traflic Act 1933,
We had also p before the
press the draft amendment to
this act by which we hope the
prostitute could ultimately be
saved from being eliminated
from getting justice and in the
mcantime adinterim measures
have been suggested. '

Dear Mila,

You oflen receive letters from women who complain about
being put down by their husbands. The -answers you give

never

man gets away with anything

works because the relationship is one sided and the
. If a women wants to assert her

independence she is rebacked, further humiliated and
ultimately made to surrender. | want to hear your comments.

‘Dear Nasim,

Nasira
Chittagong

Whltyﬂumyhlrm.hulynuwﬂll'mchngﬂulm
years. The

have changed for the better since the last
struggle must go on, not always overtly or
subtle ways, just enough to show that women, inspite

but in
of the

humiliation still want to protest. | feel optimistic that t
man women relationship will go towards more equality
future and women should not give up and surrender.

Dear Mita,

I was going somewhere and the ear stopped at a traffic
light. There was a girl of 9, naked, except for shorts, shiver-
ing in the cold. | was so upset that my evening was spoilt and
the image of the shivering child kept on coming back. How
much longer this atrocity, and cruelly to children will go on?
Will this situation ever change? Is there anything | can db to

help?
Dear Rita,

One is faced with this kind of sight mry:lay

Rita
Gulshan

, stopping al

red lights have become a torture. We hold our breath w

these children approach as and breath a sigh of reliel when
the light turns green and continuc. The state should be
responsible for looking aller its citizen, whether man, women

or child. This has not apparent
distributes have been -bnndmtz

. However there are
tions who are working for the protection and dewe

happencd and the poor and
t of

children and anyone is free to join and lend a helping hand.
The Shishu Adhikar forum in one such organization which

you could contact



