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Gorbachev a
courageous
leader : Reagan

LOS ANGELES, Dec 26 :
Former US President Ronald
Reagan, who once called the
Soviet Unfon an “evil empire”,
said on Wednesday Mikhail
Gorbachev was a courageous
leader who would live forever
in history, reports Reuter.

Reagan, 80, who moved to the
Bel Air estate of Los Angeles

International

joming West in search of peace

LONDON, Dec 26: World
leaders unanimously praised
Mikhail Gorbachev re-
-l.ned as Soviet leader on

as his su

after leaving the White House, hl:riﬂ! mlhﬂﬂd saying he
issued a statement saying: war and
"Mikhail Gorbachev will live | allowed dcmmj to reach
forever in history. From our communist-led eastern

first summit meeting In
Geneva and throughout all our
subsequent meetings, | have
found him to be a courageous

leader.
"He has been willing to break
down barriers that have di-
vided our countries. and
enslaved his citizens. The peo-
of the Soviet Union and all
-loving people around

Europe, reports Reuter.

In rare tributes to a former
foe, western leaders cata-
logued political achievements
of Gorbachev, who ruled the
world’'s largest country for
nearly seven and oversaw
the demise of communism in
many parts of the world.

"l wish to express to him
my personal gratitude for the

the world owe Mikhail | work accomplished in the de-
Gorbachev a great debt of | fence of peace and to assure
thanks". him of my feelings of friend-

Reagan lashed out at the Soviet
Unfon as an "evil empire® in
March 1983 as he urged oppo-
sition to a nuclear arms freeze,
Gorbachev became the leader
ul'n;:eﬂuvlﬂ Union in March
1 4

Kurdish rebels
kill 11 Turks

ISTANBUL, Dec 26: Kurdish
tists killed 11 civilians
in a petrol bomb attack on an
Istanbul store on Wednesday,
spilling their violent campaign
into Turkey's commercial capi-
tal, reports Reuter Thursday
from Istanbul.

ewiltnesses said about 50
Kurdish guerillas aged about
20 set fire lo a department
store owned by the brother of
the emergency in the
Southeast, main site of seven-

mrhmrmbyﬂtllurduh

“There were about 50 of

ship and best wishes,”
President Francois Mitterrand
said in a statement.

"He was one of the men
who most marked the history
of this century by preparing
and organising the advent of
liberties in his country, the

end of the cold war and disar-
mament,"he said.

President Bush of the
United States, long a super-
power rival of the giant Soviet
state, cut short his Christmas

Chinese team to
visit independent
‘republics

BEWING, Dec 26 : A high-
level Chinese delegation left
today to visit the newly inde-
pendent republics that have
replaced the Soviet Union, re-
ports Reuter.

The delegation led by
Minister of Foreign Economic
Relations and Trade Li Lanqing

them. They came clapping | and Vice Foreign Minister Tian
and shouting “"Long Live r?d will visit republics in-
Kurdistan”. Then they threw | clu Russia, Byclorussia,
petrol bombs inside the shop,” Uhr-lm: U:bckhiltln and

one eyewitness lold Turkey's
Star-1 private television.
Business district, killed a
two-year-old girl, seven
women, one of them pregnant
and three men. i
Al least 20 people were in-
red, some lrampled under-
as people scrambled to
get out.

BRIFFRY

Kazakhstan, a Foreign Ministry
spokesman said.

"The delegation will ex-
change views with the hosts on
the development of bilateral
relations and fissues of
Common concern,” the spo-
kesman said in a statement

distributed by the officials New
China News Agency.

Kurds send team to Baghdad :

leaders sent a delegation to

m,h-ﬂ!hlﬂtcmplh
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nt's two-month old :cnnnllic blockade of
reports Reuter Thursday from lrag

The
left for the
The

in Kurdistan. The salaries of

delegation, which does rot include top party leaders,

capital at the government’s invitation.
huﬂwdmmmmm

ment

govern
have been terminated and fuel and food shipments inter-

rupted.
Christmas lull in Croatia : chrsumes

Day brought a relative
sides tried

!

minority,
Croatian

Fesal

lull to the battleficlds of Croatia but
to use this to score political points, reports

from Belgrade.
m\n—h Army, fighting in support of Croatia’s

said in a statement it was observing restraint
side wishes to celebrate Christmas in peace”.
observe the orthodox Christmas in two weeks' time.

Croatia's Catholic religious leaders urged respect for the
festival and Croatian radio blamed inciderits on the army, say-
uh-mcmm-

dﬂerillaskillten

were killed in a 12-hour assault
mmﬂ-m-m-umm-m—cmu
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of the Amazon jungle, police officials said on
Reuter Thursday

from Peru.

. reports
M“ﬁmﬁnu‘ﬂuﬁwlmhﬂutﬁury
Movement attacked the police station at Juanjui, 660 km

northeast of Lima from Monday night untl early , sadd
a police official in Tarapoto.
Five policemen and five Juanjui residents, victims of corss

fire, died in the attack and four were wounded
according to the officials in Tarapoto, 150 km north of Juan
.

Commander of the

French _

that the Central Commitice of North Korea's ruling party on
Tuesday clected Kim Jong-ll 1o the military post previously

held by his father.
Observers lated that the younger Kim, 49, might re-

his father as President on the oceaston of Kim [I-Sung's
birthday on April 15.

holiday at his Camp David
mountain retreat to make a
nationally broadcast speech
about the end of the Soviet
Union and its eflect on the*
United States.

White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater said
Gorbachev called Bush on
Wednesday morning shortly
before he made his resignation
address. ° Bush praised
President Gorbachev for the
historic transformation of the
Soviet Unfon and for his per-
sonal cou and leadership
in reforming the country,” he
said.

Manfred Woerner,
Secretary-General of the
West's NATO alliance that op-

posed the old Soviet Bloc's
Warsaw Pact, commented:

"Without the changes he
introduced in the former

" Soviet Union the fundamental

policy transformation there
would have been unthinkable,

It was in response to these
reforms that NATO 'could ex-
tend the and of [riendship to
the countries of central and
Eastern Europe,” he added.

German Chancellor Helmut
Kohl, Gorbachev's closest
western ally, rcaluted the
Kremlin chiel for opening the

iron curtain to clear the way
for German unification last

year.

"We Germans-- !
sonally-- owe him trtm:rlmi
gratitude. The political
achievements of Mikhail
Gorbachev were correctly
honoured by the bestowal of
the Nobel Peace Prize,"Kohl
said, referring to Gorbachev’s

1990 award.

The 12-nation European
Community said it recognised
Russia, by Boris Yeltsin, in
place of the defunet Soviet
Unfon now that Gorbachev had

resigned.

Russia and two other Slavic
republics launched a com-
monwealth of independent
states on December 8, which

Gorbachev says he
won't hide in woods

WASHINGTON, Dec 286 :
Mikhail Gorbachev said
Wednesday he intended to
continue playing a role in pub-
lic life despite his resignation
as President of the now-de-
funct Soviet Union, reports
AFP.

"I have no intention of hid-
ing in the woods,” a defiant

" Gorbachev said in an interview

from Moscow with Cable News
Network minutes after a terse
resignation speech was broad-
cast live to the nation.

He said he had informed
U.S. President Bush by
telephone earlier Wednesday
that he intended to continue

MOSCOW : The Soviet flag ~omes vown from Mikhail
Gorbachev's office in the Kremlin Wednesday shortly after
he announced his resignation in a television address to the

nation.

— AFP/UNB photo

to participate "in a new role”
which he did not specify.

He said in the interview
monitored from Washington
that "recent discussions with
my partners and colleagues
show they want me to con-
tinue.”

The former Soviet leader
said he would help to support
the newly independent re-

publics il they pursued demo-

cratic reform. But if they fail to
do so, he warned, he will not

keep quiet.
"1 will have to recover a lit-

tle bit to take a rest,”" said
Gorbachev.

was joined by eight other
Soviet republics last week, to
replace the collapsing 69-
year-old Soviet state.

But the EC called on
Gorbachev's successors to dis-
solve the unfon ina *
democratic and

British Prime Illnilttr
John Major hailed Gorbachev
, 60, as the man who had
altered world history and

helped make the world a safer
place.

“It Is given to very few peo-
le to change the course of
istory,” Major told reporters.

"But that is what Gorbachev
has done.Whatever happens
today hl: place in history is
secure.”

Former British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher,
who first met Gorbachev in
Britain shortly before he as-
sumerd power, said.”: "He did
great things for the world and
we are very grateful.”

"It is a totally outstanding
man in history that is now
leaving the scene and we
hope that his successors in
the different republics will
follow the same policy,
"Norway's Foreign Minister

Thorvald Stoltenberg said.

North Korea accepts4

nuclear inspections

SEOUL, Dec 26 : North
Korea declared Thursday it
will sign a trealy allowing in-
ternational inspection of its
nuclear facilitics, South Korean
officials said, reports AP.

North Korea also declared
that ft would not possess [a-
cilities for nuclear reprocess-
ing and uranium enrichment,
suggesting the hard-line
Communist state would not
attempt to manufacture nu-
clear weapons.

"It's a very positive devel-
opment and brightened hope
for an agreement (between the
two Koreas),” said Lee Dong-
Bok, a South Korean delegate
to talks with North Korea on
Thursday.

The surprise North Korean
announcement came during
talks on the nuclear dispute
that threatens to scuttie a his-
toric, two-week-old reconcil-
jation agreement for the heav-
ily armed peninsula.

Lee said Lhe North F.urr:nn‘

stalement was contained in a
"declaration of denucleariza-
tion of the Korean peninsula”
proposed for adoption by both
Korcas. The proposal strongly
yesembled one by the South,
e s said.

Demise of USSR
a divine
retribution:
Mujahideen

ISLAMABAD, Deec 26
Alghan rebels who battled Red
Army troops for nine years said
Thursday the collapse of the
Soviet Unidon is divine retribu-
tion for the 1997 Soviet inva-
sion of Alghanistan, reports AP,

Burhanuddin Rabbani, a
rebel leader in the 13-year
long war against the Soviet
Unton, said: "1 believe in the
verse of the Koran... that you
will see the destruction of
dictatorships that have op-
pressed people. The Soviet
Union and Communism are
being burted in front of our

IragiHealth
Minister fired

BAGHDAD, Dec 26: Iraqgi
Health Minister Abdel Salam
Mohammad Saced has been
dismissed and replaced by the
Minister of Labour and Soctal
Allairs, officials nl:"lrlpl rs
reported today, reports P =
taken over as Health Minister
and will also stay on as acting
Soctal Affairs Minister.

Faced a trade embargo

of Kuwait, iraq has complained
of medicine and food shoriages

they are officially ex-
w}mmm

The North Korean draft
calls for peaceful use of
Nuclear energy and would ban
the production, introduction
and stockpile of all nuclear
weapons on the peninsula.

It also would ban nuclear
reprocessing and uranium cn-
richment facilitics. Such facil-
ities can produce plutonium,
an csscntial material in nuclear
weapons. :

Lee sa‘d North Korean offi-
clials ~lso declared that they
now bel.eve South Korean
President Roh Tae-Woo's an-
nouncement last week that
there are no nuclear weapons
eflt in his country.

Sharif to visit
France next

month

ISLAMABAD, Dec 26: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil will visit
France next month to press for
the delivery of a French nu-
clear power plant, promised
more than a year ago, a gov-
ernment official said
Thursday, reports AP.'

Glasnost, perestroika

HONG KONG,
China accused Mikhail
Gorbachev late Wednesday of
bringing political, economic
and ethnic crisis to the now-
defunct Soviet Union by re-
forming its communist system
during his seven ER
President, reports !

In contrast to western
praise for the Nobel Peace
Prize laureate, the official
Xinhua news a nid
Gorbachev's policies o
ness and restructu
brought chaos to tl:llm
Superpower.

His "new thin glasnost
and political plura have
brought political chaos, ethnic
strife and economic crises” to
China's northwestern neigh-
bour, Xinhua said in a
dated from Beijing and moni-

resignation late Wednesday,
ceding control of the armed
forces and nuclear launches o
Russien President
Yeltsin, whose

herit Acscow's seat on the
United Nations Security
Council.

"The disintegration of the
Soviet Union followed turbu-
lent changes in recent years,
when the Soviet Union was

lmchudbypnﬂthlnm

Soviet collapse l

through

WASHINGTON, Deec 26: The
demise of the Soviet Union
leaves in doubt commitmenis
to scores of treaties with the
United States ranging (rom
nuclear arms reduction o in-

republics, eager for quick
recognition by the United
States and the West and en-
trance into the United

brought chaos:

economic |Iump and rising
*thnic strife.” the news agency
vaded.
Chinese authorities, who
hlr nationalism in the
republics could
-plll across their own borders,
initially took a cautious ap-
E__Iﬂ the d-eml-t of the

China

Soviet Union and only recog-
nized its collapse Tuesday.
Beijing iIndicated on
Tuesday, however, that it was
to set up ties with the
11 republics that formed a
new commonwedlth of inde-
pendent states in Alma Ata last
weekend.

TBILISI : Members of the
his

opposition

a

‘'World leaders pralse Gorbachev for (U

Gorbachev used a n

Georgia's President
Gamsakhurdia
temporary ceasefire today to
evacuate wounded loy
troops
Transcaucasian Republic’s
besieged parliament, reports
Reuter.

killed at least 34 people in the
southern republic.

opposition
Gamsakhurdia said the situa-
tion inside the parliament

with opposition leaders to al-
low ambulances
through the barricades.

clearly anxious voice, he told
Reuter on Wednesday that

against President Zviad Gsmdakhurdia relax dunn' a
I-ﬂ-fﬂdvﬁumdhﬂnm p-ﬂhmnt‘l‘uudqywh-n the President is held up with

food supplics were insulficient
and medical aid was necessary.
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Even Gorby's pen
betrays

WASHINGTON : Mikhail
borrowed from the nt
of the U.S, Cable News|.
Network television to sign
his job into history, CNN

reported on W , Says
Reuter

Gorbachev's own pen ran | g
out when he went to sign the
decree transferring control
of the nuclear arsenal to
Russian President DBoris
Yeltsin, the network said
from Moscow.

The historic stroke came
from a gleaming black &cn
belonging to CNN pres
Tom Johnson, who was in
Gorbachev's office during his
resignation speech.

"Alter his speech, he had o sign Lthe document, and his
pen did not work,” Stuart Lory, CNN's vice ident and a
former Moscow bureau chief, said in a satellite interview on
CNN's “larry king live” show.

After lending Gorbachev his pen, Johnson asked for it
back, Lory added.

She stays, he goes

LONDON : DBritain's Queen Elizabeth has hinted that
will not abdicale in favour of her son Prince Charles,
newspapers said Thursday, reports Reuter.

In her traditional Christmas speech, the monarch
"with your prayers and your help and with the love
port of my [amily | shall try to serve you in the years

The Daily Mail said the Queen, who will mark 40
the throne in February, gave a coded message which
end speculation that she would quit in_‘avour of her eldest
son, aged 43.

The Queen is now 65 — retirement age for most Britons —
but the Times quoted experts on the family as saying
she would never consider relinquis throne.

“I'm quitting” ran a headline above a of
Gorbachev. "I'm staying” read another above one of the Queen.

Fake myth to fight
'‘great myth'

NEW YORK : Oliver Stone, whose movie "JFK" has been
criticised as distorting history and mixing fact and fiction,
asserts that he “grew up reading fake history,” reports AP.

“I'm a child of distortion,” the director is quoted as
in the January issue of GQ magazine. "l grew up reading
history. I'm still grouping my way, trying to figure it out, to
sce the truth, to understand what really happened.”

i

Hh!

Stone, who was 17 when President was assassi-
nated in 1963, said the Warren Commission that Lee
Harvey Oswald was the lone killer "is a great and in

order to fight a myth, maybe you have to create another one.”

"l suppose our movie is a countermyth : that the man was
killed by larger political forces, with more-nefarious and sin-
ister objectives,” Stone said.

"l don’t know who did it...... I'm more concerned in a way
with why Kennedy was killed than in who or how.”

(Georgian President
seeks ceasefire

TBILISI (Georgia), Dec 26: But he was not prepared to
Zviad meet opposition demands lor

sought a  him o0 leave the parliament
and step down.

“These criminals are con-
tinuing to bomb the parlia-
ment,” he said in reference to
rebel national who
have bombarded the building

since Sunday with heavy ar-
tillery and other weapons de-

alist

from the

Four days of fighting have

After continual pounding by
artillery, are willing to negotiate, but

they are demanding my resig-
nation and | cannot agree o

government complex in the that "he said.

capital Thilisi was critical. The opposition forces,
He had asked Health which accuse Gamsakhurdia of

Ministry officlals to negotiate  gying also said

tlu-ymldnnthnclﬁnuﬂ
expected the President and
his troops to surrender within
the next day or two.

is the only one of
the 12 former Soviet republics
that did not join the the new
Commonwealth of

Independent States which s
replacing the superpower
Soviet Unfon. :

Mahathir
in Scoul

to pass

Speaking by telephone in a

— AFP/UNB

munications, trade, transporia-
thon and visas.

The Soviet Unton belonged
to multilateral and Interna-
thonal nts on the res-
cue of astronauts, hijacking
and terrortam, customs, intel-
lectual property, maritime pol-
lution, satellite communica-
lm rh- political rights of

patents, tourism,
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I..Hhulninn Ambassador
Stasys Lororaitis, whose Baltic
stale was mmmd by
Washington last Septlember,

eaves treaties in doubt

PBush and Sovict

agreements
‘paragraph by M -lll-
breaking ground
treaties covering ml-tunh

u:nflhIMﬁh

Sovict Union is a mul-
tilateral agreement am

mﬁhmmhq“h
the north :



