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Ind'an Ithlﬂﬂ are
to haul in a string of
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field tventa, while the S
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snapped seven golds scven

Games records for Sri
mh.-uulllupwm:lu
¢ollect more golds in the pool.
. Apart from athletics and
gwimming, India and Sri Lanka
I also be fighting for
g in shooting and len-
. Pakistan hold the aces In
the boxing, with nine Analists
agninst India’'s six and Sri
banka's five.

ficid events domi-
nated by their arch India.
TUESDAY'S ROUND-UP
- An carlier AFP said:
Indian athletes the
spotlight for the first time as

$ri Lankan swimmers contin-
ved to smash records on the
third day of Games Tuesday.

. Sri Lanka's SAF Games cap-
fain Julian Bolling and local
Momen's star Ripika
Chanmugam ecach set up two
mt remrdl in swimming to

E side a tutll of eight

COLOMBO, Dee
ﬂ:hﬂllﬂllﬂ

of the I! ﬁld.l

thl ﬂﬂh South

swimming golds as against
four golds by Lhe favourites
India.

Bolilng broke  his own
records in the 400m indtvidual
med and 200m freestyle,
both previous marks
established at the third
Games in Calcutta in 1987.

DIPIKA CHANMUGAM .
Lankan queen of the pool

Nincteen-year-old Dipika
erascd records in the women’'s
200m [reestyle and 100m
breaststroke to collect her
fourth gold medal after her
-ecord-breaking performance
in the 100m backstroke and
400m individual medley on
Monday.

India’s Sangita Rao also

erased the previous record of
2 min 22.286 secs  In the
women's 200m  [rgestyle
though finishing second to

ka. t was first set up by
I ‘s Anita Sood at the inau-
gural CGames in Kathmandu six

ycars
ﬂ:x- Dipika, compatriot

REETH ABRAHAM . ..
long jump gold for India

Tehani Weerasinghe also
broke the existing women's
100m breaststroke record of 1|
min 22.19 secs established by
Indian Persis Madan in the

1984 Games.
India’s Josscy Mathew ran

his best-ever race to win the
men's B800m final [rom
Pakistan's Nadir Khan in 1 min
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u““.hlﬂyuldnhlr-
vards i was the toughest race

he had run.
llll'll won five of the seven
on offer in the athleties

Hﬂrwﬂnm

col-
lutﬂhﬂ.ﬂ,ﬂhuﬂ'

home side when he won Lhe
LoERt Obuwlam Abbes
cslablished the day's only
track and feld when he
bettered his own SAF timing in
the men’s 400 meters hurdles
clocking 50. 14 secs.

Abbas had run #t In 50.68
secs in the fourth SAF Games
in islamabad tn 1989

india won (wo golds in
tennis when i defeated Sri
Lanka in the finals of the
mens and women's Leam

tw.
istan and csh,

he losing semi-Ninalists iIn
both sections, shared Lhe
bronze medals. -

Sri Lanka added to its goid
haul winning (wo in the
shooting events which are be-
ing held for the first time In

the SAF Games.
Maldives recorded a 120

win over in a Group B
football match while reigning
champions Pakistan their
hopes alive by defe
ﬂnnghdelh by a solitary goal in

The Hlldlvci viclory,
which came offl a goal by for-
ward Ismaifl Astf in the 30th
minule, shattcred Ncepal's
chances of a berth in the final.
The Nepalese team had carlier
drawn their match againsi
hosts Sri Lanka.

Maldives now meetl Sri
Lanka on Thursday to decide
who would go into the final
from their three-nation group.

After a blank first h.a!l'
against Bangladesh, Qazi
Mohammad Ashfaq scored the
winning goal for Pakistan in
the 83rd minute. The win took
Pakistan to the top of Group A
They were :nrlh:r held to a
draw by India.

Sport
Hosts, India resume gold hunt today
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The start of the women's 100m freestyle swimming
India’'s Bula Choudhury (R), with the silver going to Sri Lankan R M Dhammilma (L)

the bronze.

With weather ruil;ing second Pak-Lanka Test at Gu jran-wala
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at the fifth SAF Games in Colombo on Dec 23. The event

— AFP photo

Fa:salabad Test may be sthted

Mhl.ln. Dut 25:
Pakistan and Sri
Lanka abandoned
their ill-fated
second cricket
Test as a draw today and
agreed to shift the venue of the
third and final Test if bad
weather threatened it, reports
Reuter.

The third Test is due o be
pll;!:llnrll-hhndnndmuuy
2 But Pakistan captain
Imran Khan agreed to a pro-
posal by Sri Lankan team man-
ager Duleep Mendis to move it
il necessary.

“We have come to Pakistan
Mendis said

.1991: Magic deals a body blow to US sport

WASHINGTON, Dec 25: The
world of Ame-rican lporll
suffe-red one of its biggest
body blow ever in 1991 when
basketball star Magic Johnson
became the first sporting hero
to reveal he had contracted
the HIV virus. reports AFP.

Johnson's admission had
the effect of a bombshell — but
as a positive influence in world
aftitudes towards AIDS
sufferers, it could not have
been more effective, whatever
Martina Navratilova might have
h-rd:lmlt it

The fact that Johnson
rul up the virus through
terosexual contact upset
Navratilova and much of the

#ay lobby in the states, but in
the long run it will have taken

Johnson's revelatfon
overshadowed everything else
that happened in American
sport this year, which was

O v

Chicago Bulls and
Pittisburgh Penguins won their
first championships and the
Minnesota Twins and Atlanta
Braves met in the ‘'worst-to-
first’ World Series.

The Bulls, led by superstar
Michael Jordan, ended a 25-
year guest for the National
Basketball Association title
when, after losing the first
game of the finals to the Los

Lakers. At home, they
swept the next four games.

"When | ecame here, we

started from scratch,” said .

Jordan, who ned them in
1984, "1 we'd make the

-offs every year, and each
quw:pt:lnt:r | always had

faith 1'd get this
ring one day.”
One of the heyl to Chicago's

triumph was the fact that the
players surrounding Jordan
began to play more than just
supporting roles.

In particular, Scottie
Pippen evolved into a scoring
threat who took some of the
pressure off of Jordon and,
after the season was
completed, he earned a spot’

US Olympic team.

In the National Hockey
League, the Pittsburgh
Penguins wrote a similar
script, winning their first-ever
Stanley Cup by defeating the

Minnesota North Stars, *who
rode a wave of emotion

through the play-olls despite
having entered the post-season
with a losing record.

Prior to 1991, Pittsburgh
had finished no higher than
second in their division and
had never before even reached
the Stanley Cup finals. This
time they could thank
canadian star Mario Lemieux,
who overeame back problems
that forced him to miss the
first 50 games of the regular
SeAsOn.

The team really started to
gel when Lemicux returned
and generpl manager Craig
Patrick traded for defensemen
Larry Murphy and Peter

Taglianetti, along with UIf
Samuelsson and Grant
Jennings.

Tragedy struck in the ofl-
scason, however, when coach
Bob Johnson, who led the
team to victory in just his first
season, died of a brain tumor.

Johnson's motto, “stay
focused,” has remained with
the Penguins as they attempt
to repeat this season.

Perhaps the greatest "rags
to riches” story of the year
occurred in baséball, with two
teams rising from the
bascment to the penthouse
and then producing one of the
ml memorable World Series

"This was, 1 think, th:
greatest World Series ever,”
said . Major League baseball
commissioner Fay Vincen alter
the Minnesota Twins edged
out the Atlanta Braves 1-0 in
the. 10th inning of Game
Seven.

It was a fantastic finish to a
Cinder:lla story, leaving both
teams with something positive,

"The whole series was like a
storybook and tonight was
chapter seven,” said Twins
manager Tom Kelly as his team
celcbrated its  second

MAGIC JOHNSON

championship in four years.

I don’t know who played
better. We probably should cut
it (the trophy) in half."

You:ih playcd a major role in
the success of both clubs,
eombined with the resurgence
of a pair of veicrans most

experts had given up on.

Terry Pendleton, cast off
the year before by the St Louis
Cardinals, led the National
Lr:ngu: in batting and was
voted "most valuable player.”

His |Endtrlhip pruvcd
invaluable to some of the

leam's younger playcers,
including Ronnie Gant, who
paced the club with 33 home
runs, and piichers Tom
Glavine, John Smoltz and
Steve Avery — who pitched a
pair of shut-outs against the
Pittsburgh Pirates in the play-
ofls.

The Twins received similar
inspiration from veteran
pili.‘h'l.l' Jack Morris, who was
voted "mosi valuable player” of
the World Serfes, having gone
the distance in the dccisive
scventh game.

MICHAEL JORDAN

‘I just kept fighting and,
somchow, we figured oul a way
to win this thing,” he said.

Twins' second baseman
Chuck Knoblauch
characterized the youthful

drive of the team and he was

named “rookie of the year” in
the off-season.

'In American football, the
New York Giants won their
second Super Bowl title in four
years, defeating the Bulfalo
Bills 21-19 in one of the most
:xr:itlng contests in recent

As in the other major
sports, the Bills made a lung
climb to the top aller years of
struggling just to get oult of the
cellar.

Using the innovative no-
huddle offense, Buffalo's
offense acquired a n:put-tlnn
as unstoppable, - led by
quarterback Jim l{r:ily all-
purpose running back
Thurman Thomas and wide
reccivers Andra Reed and
Jamcs Lofton.

In the Super Bowl, played
amid tlight security during the
Gulf war, the Giants discovered
that the only way to keep the
Bills from scoring was to keep
the ball away from their
offense.

New York led by back-up
quarterback Jefl lostetler, set
a new record for time of
possession, using a
conservative ball control

offense that produced drives

lasting more than eight
. minutes.
Giants head coach Bil)

Parcells retired following the
Super Bowl and the Giants
have struggled this scason
missing the play offs.

The Bills, on the other
hand, have used last January's
disappointment as a motivation
for this year and are headed
for another Super Bowl
appearance, leading the
American football conference
with a 13-2 record.

Their opponents promise 1o
be the surprising Washinglon
Redskins, who made a bid for a
perfect season losing only to
the Dallas

In keeping with the theme
three teams — the Atlanta
Falcons, Detroit Lions and the
Cowboys — have made the play
offs this year alter after long
abu:nr:u from post-season

1991: Political upheavals redraw the

, Dec 25: The last
rites are being performed over
Yugoslavia and the Soviet
Union, the greatest sporting
empire cver scen, as 199]

, but the painful rebirth
ﬂfam:ﬂt African sport is in the
last stage of labour now
apart has officially been
killed off, reports AFP.

"The year opened with the

East ﬂernund sports machine
refusing to die quietly in a uni-

fled Germany as the full tale of
drag abuse and political ma-
nipulation seeped from the

umtclf-ﬂﬂ pruction of the

Unlnn lnd Yugoslavia
1991, leaving a huge
mark hanging over

Wm the s sporting

superpower, whose 1,221
medals since 1952 were more
than any other country's,
leaves chaos and confusion.
Out with the corrupt com-

munist system, which de-

grave cocoon
The all- pnw:rful Soviet
Stalte Sports Council
Gosskomsport has been wound
up and axed funding to 25,000
athletes and 1,200 coaches —
twn months belore the Winter
Elca in Albertville and
unly all a year ahead of the
Summer Games in Barcelona.

Into the vacuum have
rushed only airy statements
from officials that Soviet teams
will survive in one form or an-
other, but the pledges may
prove no more than mere
words as the emerging re-
publics flex their sporting
muscles.

Already the independent
Baltic states of Estonia,
Lithuania and Latvia will field
their own teams in Albertville
and in Barcelona.

The other 12 Soviet re-
publics had agreed to send a
united team, but the two
biggest — Russia and the

manded top sports honours to Ukraine — have since
the superfority of the recognition by the
sysiem, went the .International Olympie

in a cradle-to-

that supported top Committee.

Soviet Olympic Committee

president Vitaly Smirnov is
dﬂpcrnlr.!y fighting to main-
tain at least the facade of a
joint team wunder whatever
name can be agreed — com-
monwealth of independent
states or whatever.

He neceds 800,000 dollars
for the Winter Games and 3.3
million for the Summer and
has started an Olympic lottery.
Sports glant Adidas pulled
out of an 800,000 dollag annual
sponsorship deal.

The optimistic Smirnov ‘h“
come up with a new flag — still
red but with a flame in the
cenire and a star tin the mid-
dle of that —to replace the
hammer and sickle. But the

'bickering continues over an

anthem. .
The glory days when the
Sovicts took 55 gold medals in
the 1988 Seoul Olympics or 29
medals at the 199] athletics

World Chmnplonuhlpu in Tokyo

are over,
Sergey Bubka, the world
pole vault record holder who
rantees gold medals, is
krainian, and proud of it,
even if he has jotnﬂl the

"brawn drain” and now lives
and trains in the West.

His Sports Minister Valery
Borzov, the 'Ukraine's GI}rmpic
Committeec president, who
won 100m and 200m golds in
Municls, 18 a man with a mis-
sion — to give the republic a
strong presence on the wurlri
stagc.

Borzov points out that there
arc 53 million Ukrainians —
only a couple of million short
of the population of Britain or
France — and he has no inten-
tion of toeing an anachronistic
Soviet line for the good of a
hated entity that no longer ex-
ists.
“It's perhaps also the ml-
mni-wﬂemthnth not Lo-

sqorting,” Borzov admit-
ted. Lurid tales of drugs, hor-
mones and suppression of the
individual can be expected
shortly.

The ex-sprinter backed a
united team for the Olympics,
but the Ukraine fament
has singe asked the JOC to be

Such confusion over who
will and who won't be there is

mirrored in numerous spo
as the individual fed:rallunl
take over responsibilities held
previously by Gosskomsport.
Latvia and Estonia, finding
it too late to qualify for
Olympic rowing and volleyball,
have reluctantly agreed to let
oarsmen and players competé
for places on the Soviet team.
Similarly the draw has al-
ready been made for the 1993
World . Basketball
Championships naming the
'JSSR as sole contenders from
the empire,

S AFRICANS RETURN

South Africa pencilled
themselves back on to the
world sporting map — minus
the famous Springbok emblem
— as the various black and
white federations moved hesi-
tantly towards unity after 30
years in the international
wilderness,

A leading anti-apartheid
sports official has been ap-
pointed to solve the squabbles
which are blocking South
African athletes from compet-
ing in Barcelona.

The three feuding athletics

plrtlcuhr

called off the
second 'ﬁll the ffth and
final hmu of light.

Thdcthu t:lmlm been
idle since Friday when bad
light cut short the first day's
play afler only 36 overs.

Since then, showers and
drizzle have made parts of Lhe
outfield unplayable.

The outlield was damaged
by heavy machincery brought in
to build a platform for Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil to ad-
dress a public meetling at the
ground in October.

Loose earth which was
sprinkled in a bid o repair the
ground turnmed to pud and all
eflorts to dry out the trouble
spols proved [ruitless.

Sri Lanka put Pakistan in to
hat aflter winning the loss on
Friday. Pakistan made 109 for

after umpires

two in their first innings, los-

ing the vﬂchﬂl of ope
Shoatb Mohammad Inrm-ml
Zahid Fazal for 21.

Opener Rameez Raja re-
mained not out for 51 and

Javed Miandad was not oul on

20. :
Mendis said his batsmen
had played well in the first
Test at Sialkot, which also
ended in a draw due to bad
weather, but said the bowling
needed improvement.

Sri Lanka are due 10 play a
three-day maitch against Lhe
Lahore City Crisket Association
from Friday.

Scores: Pakistan first in-
nings 100 for two, after which
no play could be held due to
bad weather.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the fifth and
final day of the second cricket
Test between Pakistan and Sri

muu.. First
Rameez Raja not out 81
Shoatb Mohammad C

'nlltherllmblilur-h A
Zahtd Fazal C Tillckeratne b

Wickremas 21
Javed Miandad not out 20
Extras (Ib-10 nb-6) 16
Total [two wickets,

38 overs) 109

Did not bat: hlll- Malik,
imran Khan, Moin Khan,
Wasim Akram, Wagar Younts,
Aakib Javed, Salim Jaffer.

Howling: O M R W
Ratnayake 13 3 3 1
10 2 16 0O
Wickremasinghe? 2 27 |
Hathurusinghe 2 1| 6 0
Anurasir | 0O 2 o0
Gurusinha 2 0 9 o0
Ranatunga 1 1 0 a
Result: Maich abandoned as

a draw due 1o bad weather.

Rain the spoiler
Sports Reporter

The Navana Premier
Division cricket leaguc en-
gagement between DBrothers
Union and Rupali Bank fell
through due to inclement
weather.

It was the second succes-
sive day when the unscasonal
rains pmvent:d matches from
being held.

Incessant rain also spoiled
the Railway versus Ajax maich
of the Milnars First Division
cricket league at the Mirpur
Pallabi ground.

The Bangladesh Cricket
Control Board in a press re-
lcase yesterday, said that the
cricket programme ~ of both
the Milnars and Navana lcagues
will resume from Sunday be-
cause of the unplayable ground
conditions following the past
two days’ downpour.

The fixtures of both the
leagues will be bodily shifted.

The foul weather also
wrought havoc with the first
semifinal of the 1991 Victory
Day Shah Sports hockey tour-
nament  between Abahani

' Krira Chakra and Ajax Club

scheduled for yesterday at the
Hockey Stadium.

The match, according to a
Bangladesh Hockey Federation
press release, will now be held
at 3.00 pm on Friday,
December 27.

The second semiflinal, be-
tween Dhaka Mohammedan
Sporting Club and Bangladesh
Army, will be played on
Saturday, December 28, also at
3.00 pm.

Tickets for the semifinals
have been fixed at Taka ten
each.

Meanwhile, the Federation
Cup handball matches also fell
through at the.Outer Etadium

yesterday.

world's

bodies must unite by January
23 or miss the Games.

The Cricket Boards sorted
themselves out swiltly and
were rewarded with a surprise
lrip to India while the rugby
World Cup looks set to be
staged in South Africa in 1995.
- But South Af-i-an foothall,
tlominaied by blacas and long
since racially integrated, ironi-
cally fafled to settle differences
in time to make the qualifying
draw for the 1994 W‘nrld Cup.

YUGOSLAV DILEMMA

In Yugoslavia, despite the
bloods and bitterness, the
national football team qualified
for the European
Championship finals in
Sweden.

However, nho-one is betting
on their chances of turning up,
with Germany

dragging rope into early
recognition of Croatia and
Slovenia. And the odds on the
commonwealth of independent
states holding together ateam
from the old Soviet Union for
the todrnament next June look

Slovenes are already ecom-

]

as a sport
:rnvnlol'lup
and women among th:md’
tlmund-ul'mpﬂwh

are pouring into the country.

between Neorth
Ko shows signs
of lmln‘ down as as
sports are concerned.

Zia Gold Cup on in Ctg

CHITTAGONG,
Dec 25: Utltam's
hattrick helped
Aloshiri 1o regis-
ler a 5-0 victory
against Monsura-
bad Kishore San-
gha in the inaugural match of
the Zia Memorial Gold Cup
kishore [ootball tournament
being held under the auspices
of the Chittagong Zia Sishu
Kishore Snngathnn at the
Chittagong Stadium here this
afternoon, reports BSS.

Aloshiri led the first half 3-
0. Besides Uttam's hattrick,
Tipu scored twice.

The Aloshiri boys domi-
nated the match, and forward
Uttam, Tipu and Saiful played
very well,

Aloshiri took the lead in the
first minute through Tipu who
netted the ball with a spectac-
ular placing (1-0).

In the 20th minute Aloshiri -

scored the second goal
through Uttam .

Uttam's perfect header beat
the rival custodian Delwar fol-
lowing a lob from Tipu (2-0).
Five minutes ldter , Utiam
scored his second goal after
recetving a pass from Tipu i
side the rl'vl.l box M

In the 45th inute
Monsurabad's fouled
Saiful inside the box and the
referee pointed to the spot.
Uttam made nd mistake in
sending the ball home (4-0).
Tipu completed the u.lly (5-0)
six minutes later.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury inaugurated the
tournament as the chief

Nineteen teams are partici-
pating in the tournament.

The two scheduled
for yesterday will now be
played today, of course, the

Indlan reign threatened

COLOMBO, Dec
25 : Will India be
able to maintain
its status as
‘super power’
among SAARC
countries?

This is the question on ev-
erybody's lips here when the
athletes are taking a break
from the fifth South Asian
Federation Games to celebrate
Christmas today, reports PTI,

India, which had won 44
gold, 28 silver and 16 bronze

" in the last Games at Islamabad
*{1989), have been

put in a
tight spot by hosts Lanka who
had claimed just seven gold,
11 silver and 19 bronze while
finishing second,

s sporting map |

peting in the skiing World Cup
under their own coleurs rather

than the flag of federal
Yugoslavia,
The year also saw Latvia,

listonia and Lithuania go into
the hat for the World Cup qual-
ifiers, only a few munl‘.hl after
the tiny Faroe Islands put their
name on the international
sporting map with a stunning
victory over Ausiria in the
European Chmnphnl.hip group
slages.

it was also the year Israel
joined Europe for World Cup
qualifiers after many Asian na-
tions refused to play against

the Jewish state. )
lnrnelllt to benefit

mef'ﬂ:hﬂl:

KOREAN THAW

The final Cold War frontier
and South

South Korea is siill

to unite with North Korea for

The hosts,

rious preparation, have
won 15 gold, eight silver
eight bronze.

India are

their bid to catch wi

hoss: up with the
» Though India’s performance
was betler, espec in athlet-

ics on the third day yesterday,
th:y are lying at the second

pot with only 11 gold, 11 sil-
v:rann:l eight bronze,

What is worrying the Indian
camp is that the Lnnltnm have
improved tremendously in al-
most all disciplines except
perhaps table tenngs.

thg 1992 Barcelona Olympics
Scoul is secking tl]h ﬁl.h

Pyongyang, which boycotted
the 1988 Games, al the truce

village of Panmunjom at an

ecarly date.
The prospects improved

- greatly with the landmark rec-

onciliation agreement s
by the North and South Prime
Ministers in December.

South and North Korea
fielded joint teams for the
World Table Tennis
Championships in Japan last
April and for the World Youth
Football Championship in
Portugal in June.

The 1996 Olym fes In
Atlanta might see South Africa,
the Ukraine, Russia, Belarus
and perhaps a group of central
Asian republics competing
alongside the Baltic states,
Croatia, Slovenia and even a
united Korea. e

But after boycotts, bans
divisions, dare believe
that the dramatic events of
1991 will usher in a new era In
which athletes th the
world at last compete for the

of sport and not an ideo-
ﬁ:-lpmr-mrﬂ'

who spent -
money hﬂ:hlydmﬁ:gﬂn-h'm '

still struggling in




