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The Biggest Paradox

The career of Mikhail Gorbachev as the second
most powerful man on earth is drawing to a
close. The bl?ell paradox of the history of the
20th century will remain the (act that the
who set Eastern Europe [ree and delivered
world from fears of a nuclear holocaust by au-
the epilogue to the Cold War saga, is now
to take his leave without accomplishing

Im':nnnnl of all his tasks. All his other,
umental achievements — establishment of
in su r relations, end to imperial ri-
and nuclear tension, democratisation of the
body politic, to cite but a few — were de-
to build a Soviet Union that was economi-
and politically sustainable without overbear-
ing central control, police oppression or sell-de-
h't‘i;‘ financial subsidies.

to allow the various constituent

mbll:l the USSR to choose national leader-
meant

stance into the old Leninist

he had a genuine desire to put sub-
slogan ol sell-deter-
mination for the ol all the Russias. Under
Gorbachev, other political and economic forces
r at the expense of the Communist Party, but
never abandoned or even degraded the party,
because he believed it was the only insti-
— and not the KGB or the army — in the
Soviet U.I;Ilm; which wnulcll_‘ be able to mguali:
the necessary reforms in an er
mmlful mnnerl.?Fur Corbachev, such a
ul and indeed. constitut'onal, transforma-
was essential because his primary concern
was (o hold the USSR together, and nol to break
it into million pieces.
current state of allairs, with the USSR being
declared dead by leaders of 11 independent repub-
lics without g through nr|l_y constitutional pro-
hev has

Cess, means ailed quite spectacu-
in his efforts. The emergence of Boris Yeltsin

1HIH]

4

as ol Russia also casts dark shadows
over the prospect of democratisation. In the
absence genuine democratic institutions

such as ical parties Lc replace the communist
pll‘lz. Yeltsin seized his chance 10 rule virtually as
a dictator, through decrees. The situation in
other republics is [ar from clear, and the power
vacuum leaves the door open for the emergence
of a demagogue or military strongman.

The uncertiainty over military and
nuclear forces, the economic crisis, the brewing
civil war in Georg pointers to a tragedy

ia are all
that Gorbachev tried to avert but failed because
other men, events and emotions overtook him in
a headlong rush towards a still-undeflined goal.

The reasons for Gorbachev's [ailures are many,
but one question the West, particularly the
United States, would do well to ask is whether
Gorbachev and his reforms could have been
saved had they been forthcoming with the kind of
financial aid that was necessary to prevent an
economic collapse. It can be argued that, in the
end, it was Gorbachev's [ailure to attract Western
aid, after all that he had given up in terms ol
Soviet r and prestige, that made his position
untenable both in the eyes ol the communist
“hardliners” and Yellsin c/mp-foliowers. For some
curious reason, the West ap d to pile on the
pressure on Gerbachev, by demanding more and
more economic relorms, without ollering any
help to cushion the blow that such drastic re-
forms would have inevitably brought.

But despite his failure, Gorbachev still leaves
behind a legacy that can outshine most others
this century. The most telling tritute one can pay
t'h:ldgnat statesman of our times is that, the

will still be in the Gorbachev Era long after
the man himsell has departed from the scene.

The Sylhet Detente

Tu s news from Sylhet was too good to be

trueh.B.u:h it w‘i‘; there lnﬂcok} print an :H mltlh»-

an The Daily Star [ront e. politi-

: es of the city have umm agree and

that all sectarian po activilty would be

in the city for a week. This has been

to calm the wave of persisient violence

December 15 when a follower of a student

Lot that (he chy, was Eroped wih for

! at the city was grip with lor
over a week. ' o | _

We we the decision as well as the wis-
dom and intent ol restraint and tolerance that it
manifests. Nevertheless one would be tempted to
keep one's fingers crossed. For do we not know
the political parties are indeed against their
cadre resort tntmlcncel in season a::ld tll‘,.')yt.lt !;:{
season — yet violence is continu the
mdterthcyTtad mFtl dthbylhc ?'11';:

perpetrate e crimes

lesson from a closer arena of armed
Dhaka University — is that the
give u utlh:h'%om:fmu rer:ngcan
they control them. the Sylhet pariies able

ofl something that the party central organ-
-lmnhmeeilherrnﬂed to do or did not care
enough todo ?

There are, however, enough reason why they
can hit success. A district town is a close-knit
community living together for ages — which does
not apply to the Dhaka or Chillagfngl University
situa . And the bullies there should be more
amenable to the pressure of the elders who are

on the scene — in fact most of them live
with them. In the case of the Dhaka Universit
the so many residential halls make a world of dif-
ference. :

One very good antecedent should encou
to expect that the Sylhet 'detente’ would work. It
must be given to Sheikh Hasina Wajed the full
credit for unilaterally declaring a suspension for
two months ol'Hall L aclivity inside the univer-
campus. Her action came on October 30 —
three days after the worst campus battle at DU.
Sceptics outnumbered those who saw wisdom
Ind goodwill in the action. It would be unjust not
to record that — with only five days to go for the

to run out, BCL has virtua n non-
existent at DU and no mentionable head-on
clashes occurred between the two worrying

groups d this period.
In Sylhu:tmgNP. AL and the other parties have
gone one step further. They have suspended all

ical . How we hope it works

There is, however, a bad-tasting moral to the
&. tidings from Sylhet. Political activity has
perha u:rmrit.unﬁl equated with violence
~ Stop the lormer, the latter will cease. Act of vi-
olence should be taken for what it is worth —

es can nei-

8

us

&

ld be corrected
ol the ' by concerted action

The UN Needs Restructuring and More Democracy

E use of the UN has re-

I cently been erratic. It
suddenly beoame extr-
emely t during the
Cull crisis when the US and s
alltes intervened and liberated
Kuwait in the name of UN.
However, immediately aller

to UN role in the
Clmnu though the
Conlference itsell was on
UN resolution 242 and 338,
This sert of switch-on and
switch-ofl use of the world
body by some countries of the
world only reflects its
helplessness in dealing with
the world aflairs. Under such
circumstances, onc wonders
what decisive role it can play
in the world allairs under
President Bush's "New World
Order . However, the US may
not be totally responsibie for
this state of aflairs; it is prob-
ably taking advantage ol the
age-old UN system.

Responsibilities of
Members

After its inception at the
end of the World War II, the
allied powers probably nceded
to use the veto in the UN sys-
tem because of the chaotic
st-war world order created
Nazi-Germany. But the
world has stnce changed and

changed beyond imagination,
Now the UN consists ol 166

sovereign member slales
which are fully aware of their
global responsibilities - .their

responsibilities towards world
peace and securily. The
"exceptions are there and

combined actions are nceded
to tackle them. It s no hT
possible and certainly not de-
sirable for one or only a few
countrivs o lake ¢ of the
world affairs. The is too
large and the responsibilities
too heavy and diverse — let all
sovereign countries combine
Uheir for . security
and wellare of the globe. This
is what should be the essential
ingredient of President Bush’s
New World Order where ev-

should participate in
the protection of human rights
and promotion of human val-
ucs.

With the collapse of com-
munism the ideological war is
almosl over. Now there s a
need for total rethinking in
the arena of global political co-
operation and complete over-
haul of the global sysiem
spreading the responsibilities
over ithe sovercign slales
equitably. The US and the al-

lies may fight one or two wars
and win them but it can neot

fight the wrongs _ re —
there are (oo many of them.

Veto System

The most undemocr
thing in the UN s its veto
tem in the Security Council
and this is unfortunately used
by many ol the most demo-
cratic countries of the world.
This is not only undemocratic
but also counterproductive and
al limes creales serious ani-
mosilics among slates.

Even without the veto Lhe
US and for that matter the
other velo-powers, Il they slay
as pecrmancnt members, can
remain  powerful in  the
Scceuriy Council. The world is

fully awarc of the political
military and cconomi¢

strengihs of the veto-

They do not have 1o prove it by
using veto. In Security
Council decision, If the pre-
sent velo-powers which may
remain as Lhe permanent
members Lake one view, the
other members of the security
Council will surely weigh it
most seriously which may help
seCure m or even M'
fied majority the purpoese.
If the veto system is

with the atmosphere in the
UN will change and indeed the
respect for the views of the
permanent members will en-
hance considerably.

Permanent Seat

The collapse of the Sovict
Union also warranis change in
the system of permanent
membership and the usc of
velo power In the Security
Council. It would create a bad
precedent if one of
Republics, Russian Federation,
is taken as the successor slate
and given the permanenl seat
in the Security Council with
veto power In place of the
Soviet Undon. Naturally the
question arises under what eri-
teria and rules of the UN onc
Republic, even if 1t is recog-
nisgd by all the countries of
the world which is not Lhe
casc yel, can be admiticd as
permancnt member of tLhe
Sccurily Council. If Soviet
Union is finally dead then as
far as the Security Council is
concerned it should be et
with only four permanent
members and it should be up
to the UN General Asscmbly o
take a final decision in the
matter keeping in view the
provisions ol the UN Charter.

As Russian Fedcration is not
the successor siate of the

Soviet Union the question of
in the

Security Counctl o at least 30

with present

members wilhoul veto-power.
This will reflect -
scniation of the total UN
membership. The present
sysicm of election of non-

Unue. The Security Council
should work on the
basis CONSCNSUS Or le

paying a very large sum to
the UN. The very attitude goes
against cooperative spirit of
the UN. Il a country with 1 m
population is accepted as a

state member ol the
UN, then its views In the
world aflairs must be allowed
to be duly reflected. Any big

power having big concern
about the wﬂﬂ rs is al-
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Exit of Soviet Union Creates Opportunity

by Muslehuddin Ahmad
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RENETIC politicking
has followed the natio-

- mal referendum in Sic-
rra Leone which produced a
vote [or abolition of the onc-
party state. Hardly a weck has
gone by since a multi-party
constitutional bill was passcd
in October without a mass rally
organised by one political
party or another.

In a country where rival
parties were banned for over a
decade, public responsc has
been enthusiastic, to put it
mildly.

Prominent among the par-
ties are the Sierra Leonc
People’'s Party [SLPP), which
led the country to indepen
dence in 1961, and the
People's Democratic Party
(PDP), composed primarily of
former members of the ruling
All People's Congress (APC).

The political activity has
unnerved the government of
General Saidu Momoh, pro-_
mpting him to begin a major
reorganisation of the APC in an
attempt to give it a facelift.

Reports of intimidation and
beatings of members of rival
parties by APC government
supporters have also surfaced
in several parts of the country.
A PDP statement said "a group
of thugs" was organised during
a meeting at the APC head-
quarters in Freetown, the capi-
tal, to intimidate opposition
aclivists.

The Globe newspapcr also
expressed concern: "The polit-
ical race is on, and already
there are indications that
some partics and institutions
do not want to play by the
rules of the game.”

The APC's heavy-handed
strategy culminated in 1978
with the declaration of a one-
partly state.
| This year, the APC govern-
ment was [inally persuaded to
open up the nation's political
system. Its hand had been
force by mass protests and vio-
lent demonstrations over. wor-
sening economic conditions,
the re-emergence of ethnic

by Julian Lahai Samboma

Mass protests, a deepening economic crisis, renewed ethnic rivalries and an invasion by
rebels from next-door Liberia have combined to persuade Sierra Leonean strongman
General Saidu Momoh to open the door to multi-party elections. Mass defections from his
party suggest its fortunes are waning. But, the guerillas, who are backed by Liberian rebel
leader Charles Tavlor, could threaten next year's scheduled elections.

Sierra Leone

rivalry — which Stevens,
despite his faults, had all but
elimipated — and an invasion
of Sterra Leone by Liberian-
vascd rebels last March.

Momoh, a flormer military
chicl calapulted into the lead-
ership of both party and coun-
try by Stevens in 1985, has
already expelled 15 prominent
APC members for “under-
mining” the party.

Shortly alter the expulsions,
threce ministers resigned,
forcing Momoh to shulflle his
cabinet. Il these own-goals are
anything to go by, APC mem-
bers cannot dissociate them-
sclves from the party [ast
enough.

As they leave, former APC
stalwarts are regrouping to
form new political organisa-
tions.

One alarming aspect of
these political developments is

the dearth of new-breed
politiclans. The overwhelming
majority of politicians who
have thrown their hats into
the ring are old hands, often
discredited as corrupt and
opportunistic.

Another disturbing devel-
opmcnt has been the exploita-
tion of latent ethnic rivalries
by unscrupulous politicians.
The Ekutay “social club” of
Momoh's northern Limba eth-
nic group, which requires that
one be a Limba to join, has
gained prominence in recent
months. Another "social club,”
the Temne National Union,
was formed recently to
"safeguard the interests of the
Temne, who account for 30
per cent of the population.

. One leading light of the
Temne union is multi-million-
aire busincssman Paul Kamara,
who, it is said, has been hand-

Sir, No regulations can ig-
nore the market forces at
work at any point of time. The
point was brought out in Star
report on the smuggling of
foreign cigarettes into the

The price differential is a
very important factor in pa-
tronising local products. The
local levy on cigarettes is al-
most three times the cost of
production. The figures for
the last two decades show how
excise levies on cigarettes have
been increased practically ev-
ery , or every other year,

reason is not far to
seck. Smoking had been con-
sidered to be a non-essential
and/or luxury ftem; and cor-
rupt regimes found it a ready

‘source to tap more revenue at

repeated short intervals, ig- -

noring the purchasing power
of the consumers. Even non-
corrupt regimes applied this

on the smokers in
a m:::}r—ulﬂ:ﬂ
from years of smoking —
mmmu smoking as
fllegal, and the smokers as
eriminals. It is an insult to
one's sell-respect, and ruth-

less exploitation of the smok-

ing citizens.
|l demand, as a citizen, that
the local taxes on local ci-

_garettes be refixed proportion-

ate to the earning power, so
that the price differential with
the smuggled cigarelles is
high. Smuggling cannot be
brought to zero level at one
stroke. -

A smoker,

Dhalea.

'Chartered ship
for Haj'

Sir, We [ully agree with the
views published in the column
of your newspaper under above
caption on Nov 15 last urging
upon the government to nego-
tiate and charter foreign pas-
senger ships for ensuing iln{.
To do so, ample time is still
avaflable. The ment pol-
icy on Haj declared of late has
frustrated the middle and up-
per middle class people of the
country because the cost to be
incurred for Haj is beyond, the
reach of them. For a travel by
air from Dhaka to Jeddah and
back, a Bangladeshi llaji nceds
to pay around Tk. 43 thousand

cxcluding tax, duty ecte. But if
the journey is arranged by a
ship, it will undoubtedly re-
duce the cost by 40% to 50%.
Thus it becomes within the
reach of a common man. So
our neighbouring countries
like India, Pakistan and also for
off ‘countries Malaysia,
Singapore, Indonesia elc. ar-
range the journey by ship for
the Haj.

During Shaheed Ziaur
Rahman's tenure, the journey
by a ship for Haj for the first
time was arranged. But after
his demise, no genuine at-
tempt is made to arrange jour-
ncy by ship. Bangladesh is the
poorest OIC country with a
first growing population. So it
is the duty olPo the government
to help keep Haj costs within
the capacity of upper middle
class people. Our Embassies in
the concerned countries
where chartered ships are
available may be used and OIC

- Secretariate particularly Saudi

Arablan Government may be
urged for nece
tion and negotiation for char-

tering a passenger ship.

A citizen,
Dhaka.

informa-

picked by Momoh as a vice-
presidential running

anti-government rebels.
long as they remain, it is
inconceivable that elections
could be held in those areas.
An allied force of Sierra
leonean, Guinean and Libe-
ﬂu*rl:ﬁ.tr troops has pro-
ved unable to dislodge the

rebels, members of Foday
Sankoh's Revolutionary United
Front, who are backed by the
National Patriotic Front of

, Liberia, led by Charles

Tayler.
In Scptember the allied
troops scized from the rebels
the strategic Mano River
Bridge on the Sierra Leone-
Liberia border. But in the
following month, the
recaptured the bridge and

have held it ever since. Some -

150,000 refugees have fled the
fighting by crossing the border
into Guinea.

With the economy tot
towards collapse, workers
students have staged several
strikes to protcst against harsh
cconomic condilions. By early
November, schools and col-
leges had yet to reopen follow-

‘Rebel Army Could Sabotage Democratic Reforms

College studenis are also
refusing to return to class un-
less the government reduces
their fees. The APC govern-
ment is beset with criticism
from all sides.

Since a decisive military
defeat of the rebels is nowhere
is sight, the only hope for
peace — and prompt multi-
party elections — in Sierra
Leone is if Charles Taylor's
support for Sankoh's :
can be neutralised. « vet®

This may be too much
hope for, given s record
of scuppering the peace
initiatives brokered by the
Economic Community ol West
African States (ECOWAS). Like
their Liberian the
people of Sierra Leone appear
to have become the hostages of
Charles Taylor.

— GEMINI NEWS

JULIAN LAHAI SAMBOMA, a
Sierra Leonean journalist,
works as a correspondent for
New African, Africa Analysis
and African Concord.

OPINION

Reference to an article ap-
pcared in The Daily Star on.
Deccember 10, that the
Government decision risks
1,00,000 jobs in Kuwait is
partly correct. Actually such
decision risks over 5,00,000
jobs in Kuwait. There are about
two lakh Kuwaiti families and
over onc lakh expatriate fami-
lies in Kuwait. Each family
necds atlcast two house-maids,
one driver and onec male
helper. Desides this, Kuwait
empl over one million
workers [rom Bangladesh and
other countries before the war.
After the war nearly halfl a mil-
lion Palestinians leflt Kuwait
creating more job opportuni-
tics. In our estimation, Kuwait
could require over 1.5 million
workers in 2-3 years time.
Since Bangladeshi workers are
cheaper, easy’to control, and
also because Bangladeshi
workers pay cost of one air
ticket, minimum five lakh
workers from Bangladesh
could get employment in
Kuwait. To procure employ-
ment conlract numerous re-
cruiting companies from
Bangladesh visit Kuwait and
call on prospective employers.
Since it is a competitive mar-
ket, almost all Bangladeshi re-
cruiting companies offer one
way air ticket and most of the
time offer commission to the
managers ol the em rs or
the brokers who are [riendly
with the employers.

We found that most of the
employers do nol want o re-
employ the old workers be-
cause they are not willing to
pay hﬁor that were ex-
isting re Gull war. We
undersitand that at the request
of our Prime Minister the
Kuwait Embassy is insisting
the local recruiting companies
to recruit the repatriated
workers. On the other hand
the repatriated workers are

not agrecable to accept the

Manpower and Kuwait

presenl salary scales and nol
willing to pay air tickel cost
and other expenses. In this si-
tuation, how the Government
or the Embassy could expect
recruiting companies to solve
this impossible task? It is the
Kuwaiti Government who
should pressure Kuwail em-
ployers to take back the rcpa-
triated workers.

By notl issuing visas
Kuwait Embassy to new j
seckers whose NOC's have al-
ready arrived, we fail to under-
stand, what Lthcy arce going to
achicve? NOC's are issued in
the name of particular person
against his icular passport
number unglirin not possible
to change these NOC's in
favour ol any other repatriated
workers. One should take into
consideration the fact that
these NOC's could be
aflter threc to six months of
persistent efforts of the re-
cruiting companijes. By stop-
ping visas nol only the job
scckers and recruiting compa-
nics will suffer, but the real
danger is that the employers
in Kuwait will divert their re-
cruitment to other countries
where there is no such restric-
tion. We would ask the
Government to issue a clear
cul policy on Kuwait so that, if
ncecssary, we stop our
markcting efforts in Kuwait
and concentrate on other
countrics. We have seen that
interference in any
commercial aclivity by the
Government, on most oc-
casions, crcate more problems
and give negative results,

Let the Ministry of Labour
and Manpower, Government
controlled recruiting com
BOESCL and Banglades
Embassy in Kuwait try full one
yecar Lo secure recruilment
orders for 10,000 workers
from private cmployers with-
out paying air ticket and
commission, they may not be

successful. The fact is only pri-
vale recruiting companies can
secure big orders. But it is not
true that recruiting companies
are making big profit. There
are real expenses per head
such as air ticket Tk. 22,500;
advance tax Tk. 500 to 750;
travel ‘tax cic. at airport Tk.
2,000; visa fee Tk. 550; over-
head expenses, oflice rent,
stall salary, fax, telephone etc.
Tk. 3,000; travelling market-
ing cxpenses Tk, 3,000 and
the commissions ranging from
Tk. 12,000 to 16,000. llardly
we can make Tk. 3,000 prefit
per head. No recruiting com-
pany charges a worker more
than Tk. 48 to 50 thousands
for Kuwait. Workers might
have paid Tk. 60 thousand or
so to village brokers or some
rclatives, whom they trust,
months ago, before coming ‘Lo
us — how can we stop that?
The Government may invesli-
gate and find out the truth and
sec practically what a reeruit-
ing co to unde lo

lnmnp:drgn beginning from
icence, marketipg, recruit-
ment permission, selection of
workers, collecting moncy,
NOC, medical, visa stamping,
departure clearance, air ticket,
etc. — re '‘bukshish’,
bottlenecks, request/threats
followed by collection of dona-
tions | -

The genuine big companies
are desperately irying to bail
out of this business. I more
and more hurdles are created,
our exit will be guicker and
the allegedly cheat-oriented
small-time will take
over and the of Labour
and Manpower will not be able
to earn so much loreign ex-
change from manpower
(now the second largest for-

eign exchange carner).

KN Mgl tooges
Former member

Association of Intemational Herra-
iting Agendcies, Dhaka.



